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preface. 

/  * 

H  E  Writer  who  attempts  to  iay  before 
nis  countrymen  an  impartial  HiRorv  oi 
his  own  tune,  engages  in  a  difficult,  and  on  L- 
ny  accounts,  an  unpleafing  work.  He  is  him 
felf  liaole  to  be  drawn  imperceptibly  into  at' 

yenments:  and  there  are  ft J  reader!  who 

of  nrrfeM"  “  “"‘‘a 

minifters  and  meafures. 

AuThofio^r*''*"'? "'S’ot  IMVC  led  the 

utho.  to  fupprefs,  for  tome  years,  the  latter' 

pare  of  theaHiftory.  (which  hi  ha  lone 

feilftlf  Tf  ’  iaboriorrt- 

leacnj  it  the  pofture  of  affairs  dirl  nr>f-  o 

to  him  to  require  the  recent ’hiftory  of't'his 
country  ,h  be  delated  now  ;  that  bv  .aLpi 

y,  form  Titari;; ftmr  '^rthe^"rf“^: 

winch  have  been  mirfnr^r^  j  il  mealuies 

hufinefs  of  the  ftatrhas  he’  ^^^"'/aPthe 

fully  n  executed  faith- 

J  einy,  cliiduouilw  and  w  fehr  'r 

itiinifters  with  a  netul.nt  ^’t  ° 

of  detradiorr  is  ilfibeml  n  Spirit 

^ible;  to  exannhie  r  V  r  “'P ■ 

iedls  fhich  dtyfnfp'Tr,'’?’’  “  '»  *=  oh 

they  annlv  h  'Ih^  ‘“P’  means  which 

>  aa.yj  1-  the  birtn-nght  of  an  En.?liffi- 
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man,  and  an  employment  becoming  a  good 
citizen. 

The  Hifiory  of  Great  Britain  during  Lord 
North's  miniftry,  will  ever  be  one  ot  ns  moft 
important  periods,  although  it  furnillies  few 
materials  to  dignify  and  grace  the  hiftoric 
pa'Tc.  '  It  is  filled  with  eventful  operations, 
but  not  with  brilliant  adtions  ;  and  to  relate 
them  becomes  rather  an  adl  of  duty,  than  a 
claim  to  literary  fame.  The  fubjedi  is  inter- 
efting,  without  being  captivating. 

The  .prefent  fituation  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
though  critical,  is  refpedlable  ;  fince  the  bra¬ 
very  and  {kill  of  our  commanders  by  fea  and 
land,  that  native  hardinefs  and  contempt  of 
danger  which  charaderife  our  feamen  and 
foldiers,  have  fuffered  no  decay,  and  t  e 
nation  certainly  poIfelTes  many  men  illuitri- 
ous  .for  virtues,  talents,  and  public  fpirit. 


A  VIEW 


/ 


T  H  E 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 


O  F 


Lord  N  o  R  T  h’s  Adminiftration 


9 


PARTI. 

From  Lord  North's  appointment  to  the  head 
of  the  Treafury,  to.  the  dijfolution  of  Par* 
liament  in  1774. 

C  H  A  P.  I. 

j^ijcontents  cccafwned  by  the  decifton  of  the  hmtfe  of  Com-i 
mans  tipon_  the  Middkfex  ektlion— Partial  repeal  of 
the  American  port  duties— Mr.  Grenville's  hill  for 
regulaUng  proceedings  refpetlmg  controverted  eleSlions 
■ — His  deathand  charaSler — Addrefsand  remonjlrance 
from  the  city  of  London  to  his  Majefty—Phe  Earl  of 
Chathanis  motion  in  the  hmfe  of  Lords— Addrefs  of 
both  houfes  on  the  city  remonftrance — Commotions  hi  Ire^ 

.land-state  of finLesfoi  the  year  t^^o-Death  lf 

Mr.  Beckford,  and  fate  of  parties  in  the  city — Falk* 
land's  Ifandsfei^'^d  on  by  the  Spaniards— Preparati¬ 
ons  for_  war— Negotiations — Refignations—Phe  dif- 
pme  with  Spain  adjujled — Probable,  motivej  which  led 
to  that  event— Situation  of  France — Meeting  of  Par¬ 
liament— Mifunderjlanding  between  the  two  houfes _ _ 

Lorci  Nortfs  plan  of  finance  for  1 7  7 1— Proceedings 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons  againft  certain  printers- 
Londm  of  the  magiftrates  of  London-r-Phs  record 

^  -  iheii 
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their  proceedings  ^  erqfed  by  order^of  the,Jioufe  - 
'd’he  Lord  Mayor  and  Alderman  Oliver  committed  to 
the  Lower — Refolutions  refpe5ling  Mr.  Wilkes — Bill 
to  enable  the  Eajl  India  Company  to  raife  d  military 
forces 

History  cannot  t'umrfh  fuch  another  inftance 
of  a  great  nation,  the  wonder'and  admirati¬ 
on  of  the  whole  earth,  imderaneftablilhed  form  of 
government,  and  in  a  time  of  pr  ofound  peace,  fo 
rapidly  lofing  the  refpecl  and  effimation  in  which 
it  was  held,  as  this  country  exhibited,  during  the 
few  flroft  years  that  intervened  between  the  con^ 
f  lufron  of  the  peace  of  Paris,  and  the  time  when 
the  minifter,  whofe  adminiftrafion  we  are  now  to 
treat  of,  took  the  lead.  Inft'abilify  and  weakneft 
marked  each  fucceffive  appointment.  In-  fome, 
thefe  defedls  were  inherent  in  the  men  ;  in  others, 
they  arofe  from  the  partial  fupport,  which  they  de¬ 
rived  from  the  foufee  of  power;  whilft  among  the 
people  difcontents,  clamours,  and  outrages  pre¬ 
vailed;  fo  as  that  rieither  the  refpedt  which  is  na¬ 
turally  annexed  to  lawful  authority,  nor  even  the 
intervention  of  a  military  force,  could  fupprefs  or 
check  them.  •  The  adminiftration  which  immedi¬ 
ately  preceded  that  of  which  lord  North  became 
the  head;  was  indeed  the  longeft,  but,  at  the  fame 
time  the  weakefty  of  any  ih  that  period.  It  would 
fcareely  be  credi  ted,  if  the  faft  was  not  incontrover¬ 
tible,  that  a  Freri'ch  frigate  refufc'd  to  pay  that  com- 
.  pliment  to  the  Britilh  flag,  in  our  own 'channel, 
which  has  -been'-' regularly  given  ever  fmce  we 
claimed  a  fuperiof  ity  on  the  ocean.  y 
•  Thefe  'dofneffic  broils  were  firft  excited,  and 
.  afterwards  kept  up,  by  a  bold  and  aible  leader  of 
the  peoplb,  who  having  diflipated  a  large  fortune 

by  unbridled  excelTeS;,  found  his-  creditors  become- 
•  .  .  -  clamorous 
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clamorous  arid  his  expedients  forfake  him  whilft 
«n  habitual  negligence  of  his  affairs,  ferVed  to 
precipitate  thofe  diftrefles  which  he  feemed  un¬ 
mindful  to  avert.  Reduced  to  extremities,  he  be¬ 
came  a  patriot,  and,  in  conjundion  with  fome 
men  equally  bold,  and  pofTelfing  talents  equally 
well  adapted  to  the  attempt,  gained  the  warm  pa¬ 
tronage  of  the  people.  The  oppofition  to  govern¬ 
ment  raifed  by  thefe  adive  partifans  was  more  vi¬ 
olent  andeffedual,  than  that  which  was  carried  on 
againit  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  even  when  a  Pultenev 
fpoke  and  a  Bolingbroke  wrote,  to  roufe  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  the  people.  A  daring  attack  upon 
the  sovereign,-  in  a  publication  fuppoled  to  have 
been  written  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  head  of  this  con¬ 
federacy  caufed  his  papers  to  be  feized,  and  himJ 
lelf  to  be  taken  into  cuftody.  This  proceeding 
brought  to  light  a  licentious  poem,  equally  replete 
with  profanenefs  and  obfcenity.  Every  individual 
member  of  adminiftration  was  fhockedit  fuch  fla- 
gitious  impiety  ;  and  the  offences  of  'the  man  irt 
whiTe  cuftody  it  was  found,  againft  his  God  and 
his  King,  were  defcanted  upon  with  all  theenernv 
of  virtuous  reprobation  in  both  houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Even  Mr.  Wilkes’s  affociates  in  thofe  un¬ 
hallowed  orgies,  which  this  poem  was  compofed 
lor  the  purpofe  of  animating,  declared  their  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  crime.  '  The  difcovery  worked  an 
immediate  converiion  on  a  noble  lord,  who  had 
lieretofore  been  diftinguifhed  by  his  zeft  for  thefe 

rulTmd 

.ouie  the  maledidory  verfes,  and  execrated  them 
with  all  the  fervour  of  new-born  zeal.  The  houfe 

Commons  expel¬ 
led,  theottender-the  latter  voted  that  Mr.  WilLs 

m  whofe  cuftody  - the  poem  was  found,  ftiould  be 

deprived  of  his  feat  in  that  houfe,  and  a  new  writ 

■  B  a  ' 
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'«ras  accordingly  ilfued  by  the  fpeaker  for  eleaing. 
another  member  for  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
which  he  repiefented.  The  treeholders,  whether 
from  diftruft  of  the  purity  of  the  motives  which  led 
the  houfe  of  Commons  to  inflid  this  punifhment 
on  their  profligate  member,  or  aduated  by  a  fpi- 
rit  of  indifcriminating  oppofition,  rechofe  Mr. 
Wilkes  for  their  reprefentative.  The  houfe  re- 
jeded  him  as  ineligible,  and  declared  that  a  mem¬ 
ber  expelled  their  houfe,  was  vii  tualiy  incapacitated 
from  fitting  there  during  that  parliament  i  not- 
withltanding  which,  a  fecond  election  terminated 
in  the  fame  manner.  At  length  another  candi¬ 
date  was  prevailed  upon  to  fiart;  he  had  2g5 
votes,  Mr.  Wilkes  1193  ;  the  flieriffs  returned  the 
fatter,  the  houfe  rejected  him,  and  voted  his  op¬ 
ponent,  Capt.  Luttrell,  duly  elecded.*  It  was 
even  debated,  whether  the  Iberiffs  fhould  not  feel 
the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  for  their  conduCt-,  but 
tliis  difpofition  was  renounced,  when  Sir  Fletcher 
ffotton  declared,  ..that  thofe  officers  were  bound 
in  duty  to  aCf  as  they  had  done  ;  the  houfe,  in^ 
deed,  rnight  fet  afide  tlieir  return,  but  could  not 
puniflr  the  flieriffs  for  making  it  under  the  peculi¬ 
ar  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  ■  -  • 

This  decifioti  excited  great  difcontents ;  the  peo¬ 
ple  denied  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  had  aright 
to  reject  a  member  who  had  been  duly  returned 
by  a  majority  of  good  votes,  and  who  had  no  legal 
incapacity:  expurfion,  they  laid,  threw  fuch  an 
one  on  his  conftituems,  for  them  to  decide  as  they 
thought  fit,  on  his  delinquency  and  if  he  was 
ftill  the  man  of  their  choice,  the  utmoft  power  pof- 
feffed  by  the  Commons  reached  to  make  theelec- 
fion  void,  but  it  could  not  give  the  feat  to  a  can- 

’  ,  didatc 
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didate  who  had  the  fevveft  fuflfragcs.  They  coil-- 
lended,  that  although  the  houfe  of  commons  ex¬ 
pelled,  it  could  not  incapacitate  ;  fuch  aprofcriptioi^ 
could  be  only  rendered  legal,  by  the  concurrence 
of  all  the  three  diftin<ft  parts  of  the  legiflature. ) 
The  cry  was  induftrioufiy  fpread,  that i the  houfe  of 
Commons  was  alluming  to  itfelf  a  power,  which 
had ’never  been  exercifed  in  fuch  a  latitude ;  it  was 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ifance,  and  likewife  a  flagrant  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  people ;  and,  v/hen  drawn  into  a  pre¬ 
cedent,  might  in  future  times  be  made  ufe  of  to 
ffill  more  fatal  purpofes.  On  thefe  grounds  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  London  petitioned  the  King,  praying  him  to 
dilTolve  the  parliament.  The  nation  caught  the 
alarm,  and  petitions  to  the  fame  purport  were 
ient  up  from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  the 
objed  of  which  was,  in  fome  meafure,  counterad- 
cd  by  the  addreffes  to  the  throne,  expreflive  of  the 
peoples  approbation  of  the  condud:  of  the  parli¬ 
ament.  It  was  whilft  this  ferment  was  at  its  height, 
that  tile  t)uke  of  Grafton  thought  fit  to  withdraw 
himfelf  from  power,  and  refign  the  adminiftratiori 
of  affairs  to  Lord  North.f 

This  minifter,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  oT 
Guilford,  is  defeended  from  an  ancient  family,  the 
younger  branch  of  which  rofe  into  confiderablc 
confequence  under  the  favour  of  Henry  VIIL 
and  from  the  anceflors  fo  patronized,  many  emi¬ 
nent  men  have  fprung  in  different  ages,  diftin- 
guifliid  for  their  valour,  v/ifdom,  learning  and 
aoiliti^s.  When  the  States  of  Holland  threw  off 
t’le  yoke  of  Spain,  Roger,  the  fecond  Lord  North, 
diffinguifned  himfelf  among  the  Engliff  who  fup- 
ported  the  caufe  of  religion  and  liberty  in  the  Low 
Countries,>and  w'as  wounded  in  the  engagement 

before 
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leTore  Zutphen,  in  which  Sir  Philip  Sidn  ey  was 
llain.  His  fon  died  in  the  Netherlands,  and  his 
grandfon,  Dudley  Lord  North,  was  nominated  by 
both  houlesof  parliament  in  1 645,  in  conjundion 
vvhh  the  Earls  of  Northumberland,  Elfex  and 
Warwick,  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Admiralty. 
The  ftatefmen  and  writers  who  have  fince  fprung 
from  this  ftock,  are  well  known  to  every  one. 

Loixl  North’  fooit  after  he  became  of  age,  was 
elected  to  a  feat  in  parliament  at  the  general  elec¬ 
tion  in  1754,  towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
laft  reign,  was  appointed  a  commiliioner  of  the 
treafhry  and  treafurer  of  the  exchequer.  His  re- 
lifh  for  bufmefs  and  iteady  attention  to  it,  joined 
to  the  early  connections  which  had  been  formed 
with  his  fovereignf,  procured  him  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  in  the  year  1767,  a  joint  paymafter  of  the  forces 
and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

One  of  the  firft  aCts  of  the  new  minifter,  was 
the  bringing  in  a  bill  ^  for  the  repeal  of  fo  much  of 
"a  late  aCt  of  parliament  as  related  to  the  irapofing 
of  a  duty  on  paper,  painters  colours,  and  glafs, 
imported  into  America ;  the  tax  upon  tea,  which 
was  laid  on  by  the  fame  aCf,  was  ifili  continued. 
This  repeal  was  made  in  compliance  \yith  the 
prayer  of  a  petition,  prefented  by  the  American 
merchants  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  fetting  forth 
the  great  lofles  they  fuftained,  and  the  fatal  effeCts 
produced  by  the  late  law^s,  which  for  tlie  purpofe 
of  raifing  a  revenue  in  the  colonies,  had  impofed 
duties  upon  goods  exported  from  Great-Britain 
thither.  ■ 

It 

} 

t  The  Earl  of  Guilford  was  appointed  tutor  fo  the  prefent 
King  in  1750,  and  the  year  before,  when  the  tragedy  of  Cato 
was  performed  at  Leicefler-houfe,  PriiiCe  George  played 
the  part  of  Fortius,  and  Lord  North  that  of  Syphax. 

‘  March  5,  1770. 
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It  was  much  infilled  upon  by  thofe  members 
who  had  uniformly  oppofed  the  laying  internal 
raxes  upon  America,  that  now,  as  the  minifter  be¬ 
gan  to  recede,  the^ad  which  impofed  thefe  duties 
Ihould  be  at  once  totally  repealed.  To  this  it  was 
objeded,  that  the  colonies,  inllead  of  deferving 
additional  inltances  of  tendernefs,  did  not,  in  fad, 
deferve  the  initance  then  lliewri,  their  condud: 
had  become  more  violent  than  ever;  and  their 
alTociations,  inllead  of  fupplicating,  proceeded  to 
didate,  and  grew  at  length  to  fuch  a  height  of 
temerity,  that  ^  adminillration  could  not,  for  its 
own  credit,  go  as  far  as  it  might  incline,  to  grati¬ 
fy  their  expedations  :  that  was  the  tax  to  be  whol¬ 
ly  abolilhed,  it  would  not  either  excite  their  gratir- 
tude-  or  re-eftablilh  their  tranquility ;  they  would 
fet  the  abolition  to  the  account,  not  of  the  lenity^ 
but  of  the  fears  of  government ;  and  upon  a  fupr 
pofition  that  we  were  to  be  terrified  into  any  con- 
ceilion,  they  would  make  frelli  demands,  and  rife 
in  their  turbulerice,  inllead  of  returning  to  their 
duty.  Experience  had  fatally  '  proved  this  to  be 
their  difpolition  :  we  repealed  the  ftamp-ad,  to 
comply  with  their  delires,  but  they  have  neither 
learnt  obedience  or  moderation  thereby ;  on  the 
contrary,  our  lenity  has  encouraged  them  to  in^ 
fult  our  authority,  to  difpute  our  rights,  and  aim 
at  independent  government.  While  therefore  the 
Americans  deny  our  power  to  tax  them,  is  it  pror 
per  for  us  to  acquiefee  in  the  argument  of  illegali¬ 
ty,  and  by  the  repeal  of  the  whole  law  to  give  up 
the  power?  Sueh  a  condud  would  be  to  betray 
oil  lie  Ives  out  of  compliment  to  them,  and  through' 
a  wifh  of  rendering  more  than  Juflice  to  America, 
Tefign  the  controlling  fupremacy  of  England. 

1  hefe  arguments  did  not  pals  without  animad- 
yeifipn  from  the  other  fide  of  the  hgufc.  The 

rninifters,^ 


fnmiRers,  fald  the  oppofition,  condemn  the  com  - 
ceflions  of  their  predeceflbrs,  yet  they  begin  them- 
felves  by  conceflion,  with  this  only  difference,  that 
their’s  is  v/ithout  grace,  benignity,  or  policy,  and 
that  they  yield  after  a  vexatious  'ftruggle.  It  was 
cbferved,  that  a  partial  repeal,  inftead  of  produc¬ 
ing  any  benefit  to  the  mother-country,  would  ‘  be 
a  real  grievance,  a  certain  expence  to  ourfelves,  as 
Well  as  a  fource  of  perpetual  difcontents  to  the  colo-  ^ 
nies.  By  continuing  the  trifling  tax  upon  tea, 
while  we  take  oft  the  duties  upon  painters  colours, 
•paper  and  glafs,  we  keep  up  the  whole  eftabliih- 
ment  of  cuflom-houfes  in  America,  with  their  long 
hydra-headed  train  of  dependents,  and  yet  cut  off 
the  very  channels  through  which  their  voracious 
appetites  are  to  be  glutted.  The  tea  duty,  it  was 
aflerted,  would  by  no  means  anfwer  the  expence 
of  collefting  it,  and  the  deficiencies  muft  of  courfe 
be  made  up  out  of  the  revenue  of  this  country. 

It  plainly  appears,  that  the  objedl  of  the  mini- 
iier  was  not  that  of  revenue,  but  by  the  moft  fecret 
and  apparently  unimportant  fteps,  to  obliterate 
from  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  thofe  horrid 
ideas  which  they  had  formed  of  internal  taxation  ; 
and  ineffefling  this,  an  eflential  fervice  was  meant 
to  be  rendered  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  who 
felt  very  lenfibly  the  diminution pf  their  exports  to 
America.  In  the  year  1768,  they  had  exported  (o 
that  continent  teas  to  the  value  of  132,000!.  t^^-e 
next  year  their  exports  declined  to  44,000!.  ’whilft 
they  ftill  continued  to  leflen  in  the  fame  rapid  - 
manner.  This  was  an  evil  of  fuch  a  magnitude, 
as  to  force  itfelf  upon  the  minifter’s  attention. 
'The  company  paid  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  their 
exported  teas,  which  greatly  inhanced  the  price  at 
the  market,  and  enabled  the  Dutch  to  fupply  the 
colonies  much’  cheaper;  this  duty  was  therefore 

difeontiaued, 
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,difcontinued,  whereby  the  price  of  teas^  inAmeri^ 
ca,  was  fo  materially  reduced,  that  it  was  prefum^ 
ed  the  continuing  of  the  duty  of  the  three  pence 
per  pound  weight  on  that  commodity,  would  be 
entirely  overlooked. 

Before  this  bill  had  pafled  the  lower  houfe,  Mr, 
George  Grenville  brought  in  a  bill,*  entitled,  An 
Adt  for  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  on  controverted  eledions.”  The  regu¬ 
lations  made  thereby,  were,  that  inftead  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  merits  of  a  contefted  elevflion  before  a  ge¬ 
neral  committee  of  the  houfe,  upon  a  petition  be¬ 
ing  received,  a  day  fliould  be  appointed  to  hear 
the  merits,  and  for  the  petitioners,  their  witnefles, 
iind  Gounfel  to  attend.  Ort  the  day  appointed, 
the  hoiife  fhould  be  counted,  and  if  it  was  found 
not  to  have  one  hundred  members  prefent,  the  bu- 
finefs  fhould  ftarid  over  until  fo  many  were  affem- 
bled  ;  at  which  time  the  names  of  the  members  in 
the  houfe,  were  to  be  put  into  fix  boxes,  or  glafs- 
es,  to  be  drawn  alternately,  and  read  by  the  fpeak- 
er,  until  forty -nine  are  drawn  ;  the  fitting  mem¬ 
ber,  and  petitioner,  may  alfo  nominate  one  each^ 
Lifts  of  the  forty-nine  members  thus  felefted,  are 
then  to  be  given  to  the  parties,  who,  with 
the  clerk  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  are  to  with¬ 
draw,  and  to  ftrike  off  one  alternately,  beginning 
on  the  part  of  the  petitioner,  till  the  number  be  re¬ 
duced  to  thirteen ;  who,  with  the  two  nominees, 
are  to  be  fworn  a  felecl  committee,  to  determine  - 
the  matter  indifpute;  being  invefted  with  every 
requiiite  power  for  the  obtaining  information  ;  and 
on  t  .eir  report  the  houfe  fhall  either  confirm  or  al¬ 
ter,  the  return,  or  iffue  a  nev/  writ  for  a  frefh' elec¬ 
tion. 


^ 'March  7,  1770.; 
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•tioTi.  This  bill  was  not  relifhed  by  the  minlftry, 

■but  as  the  fenie  of  the  houfe  went  with  it,  it  paffed 
into  a  law  f. 

The  regulations  eftablifhed  by  this  a£t,  efFe£lu~ 
ally  prevented  powerful  intereft  and  perfonal  parti? 
ality  determining  thefateof  a  controverted  elediion, 
without  regarding  the  merits  of  the  cafe,  or  the  con? 
duClof  the  candidates.  Such  proceedings  had  pic  vail¬ 
ed  in  perverfion  of  equity,  and  to  the  difgrace  or  the 
houle.  From  henceforth  the  'decifions  of  parliaT 


meat,  in  regard  to  contefted  elecShonsvCNce.  "  the 


refult  of  deliberate  and  unprejudiced  examiaatirn. 

This  was  the  laft  public  fervice  which  Mr.  Geo. 
.Grenvhlle  rendered  his  country  :  he  clok^d  an  acove 
and  laborious  life,  on  the  30th  of  July  foil  ^ vying,, 
in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  Peihaor  no 
other  man  ever  filled  fo  many  of  the  great  dr  part-’ 
ments  in  government.  After  being  f()r  Ibino  \/ears 
a  commiilioner  of  the  admiralty,  lie  prefided  at 
that  board  for  a  fliort  time,  which  he  ouittea  u  he- 
come  fecretary  of  ftate;  he  was  aft^''rwaids  h  -ft 
lord  of  the  treafury  and  chancellor  of  the 
quer.  The  naval  department  is  much  indebtea  *^0 
Hm  for  many  wholefome  rules,  and  the  v/hoie 
body  of  feamen  for  a  very  falutary  law  which  regu¬ 
lated 


'I'  During  the  next  feflion  of  parliament,  the  benefit  of  this 
became  apparent.  A  contefted  election  for  the  borough  of 
N  ew  ShorehaiTi  being  brought  before  the  feleft  committee,  a 
iong  eftabliibed  plan  of  corruption,  which  had  prevailed  in 
that  borough,  was  revealed.  Jn  confequence  of  a  report  made- 
to  the  houfe,  a  bill  was  framed  to  incapacitate  eighty-one  free¬ 
men  of  Shoreham,  by  name,  to  vote  at  elections  of  members  to 
lerve  in  parliament,  and  for  the  preventing  bribery  and  cor¬ 
ruption  in  that  borough  ;  and  an  addrefs  was  voted  to  his  Ma-, 
jefty,  that  the  Attorney-general  flioiild  be  directed  to  profecutc 
five,  who  were  principal  agents  in  the  regular  fale  of  the  bo¬ 
rough. 

I'his  aft  was  made  perpetual  in  the  year  1 774,  contrary  to 
'^’icdiiclinaiion  of  tli®  ininiiler,  who  again  oppofed  it  ftrenuoufly* 


i 
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fated  the  payment  of  their  wages,  and  which  put 
an  end  to  many  grievous  frauds  and  abufes  which 
ufed  to  attend  fuch  payments.*  The  talents  of 
this  ftatefman  were  rather  ufeful  than  fplendid; 
better  fitted  to  corredt  abufes  in  the  internal  go- 
vernmerit  of  the  iiate,  than  to  condiidl  the  af? 
fairs  of  a  great  empire,  in  fituations  peculiarly 
intricate.  During  Mr.  Pitt’s  brilliant  adminiftra- 
tion,  Mr.  George  Grenville  oppofed  the  meafures 
then  purfued,  altho’  framed  by  the  hulband  of  his 
fifter  ;  but  his  laboured  refearches  were  conftantly 
nullified,  by  the  emanations  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  enlight¬ 
ened  mind  f  The  meafures  refpedting  the  Ame¬ 
rican  colonies,  which  were  adopted  and  carried 
into  effedf  during  Mr.  Grenville’s  fhort  adminif- 
tration,  it  is  notour  bufinefs  to  fpeak  of  here;  let 
it  luffice  to  fay,  that  the  integrity  of  his  condudt, 

and 
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'f'  No  orator  ever  more  fully  poiTeffed  tlie  talent  of  turning  th^ 
edge  of  an  antagonift’s  argiinient  by  a  fportive  fally,  than  tht? 
Engliili  Demofthenes,  WhiHl  he  v/as  leading  miniiler  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  Mr-  Grenville  oppofed  a  meafure,  which, 
was  carrying  thro’  that  houfe,  by  alkinf,  where  we  fliould 
find  men  ?  where  we  iliould  find  money  ?  where  we  fliould 
find  fhips  ?  &c.  In  the  mid  it  of  thefe  interrogations,  the  mi- 
nifier  arofe  from  his  feat,  and  with  a  dignified  pleafantry  ex¬ 
claiming,  '  .  . 

Tell  me,  gentle  fhepherd,  where  ; 


deliberately  walked  out  of  the  houfe.  In  confequence  of 
which  inci.  ent,  Mr.  Grenville  was  known  by  the  appellation 
of  tbc  gv‘nt!e  lliepfierd”  for  many  years.  Mr.  Pitt  treated 
lys  broiliei -in-law  as  a  dull  lyflematic  politician,  whofe  atten¬ 
tion  was  direbled  to  minute  objedls,  being  incapable  of  form¬ 
ing  a  noble  and  comprehenfive  plan  of  policy.  He  reprefent- 
ed  him  as  coming  with  his  dog’s-eared  flatutes  to  a  debate- 
Mr.  Burke,  fome  few  years  after,  alluding  to  this  remark, 
made  by  the  oracle  of  the  fenate,  talked  of  having  fiudied 
till  he  had  made  dog’s  ears  in  the  Ibatute  books.” 
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»nd  Ins  zeal  to  promote  the  v/elfare  of  his  eountrjt 
l-emain  unimpeached. 

Meanwhile,  the  city  of  London  having  taken 
the  lead  in  every  meafure,  which  oppofed  the  con- 
duft  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  feating  Col. 
Luttrell  as  member  for  Middlefex,  and  excluding 
Mr.  Wilkes,  could  not  quietly  behold  that  great 
national  queftion  likely  to  be  paffed  over  without 
any  farther  difcuilion.  Mr.  Beckford,  who  was 
then  a  fecond  tirne  lord  mayor,  had  ever  been  dif 
tinguifhed  for  the  warm  manner  in  which  he  maiiiT 
iained  the  rights  of  the  people  to  choofe  their  re- 
prefentatives  without  any  control  of  parliament. 
The  livery  of  London  were  convened  in  Comn\ca 
Hall,  and  it  was  there  refolved  to  prefen t  an  hum-: 
He  addrefs,  remouftrance,  and  petition  to  his  rna- 
jefty,  in  the  names  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  ^ 
and  livery  of  the  city  of  London,  praying  fora  dif- 
fblution  of  parliament,  and  the  removal  of  evil  mi- 
nifters.^  In  this  piece,  the  title  and  contents  of 
which  feemed  at  variance,  great  freedom  and  fpi- 
rit  were  indulged.  His  majefty  was  therein  told, 

that  under  the  fame  fecret  and  malignant  influ¬ 
ence,  which  thro’  each  fucceflive  adminiftratiori 
has  defeated  every  good,  and  fuggefted  every  bad 
intention,  the  majority  of  the  houfe  of  Commons 
have  deprived  his  people  of  their  deareft'  rights. 
T  hey  have  done  a  deed  more  ruinous  iri  its  confe-; 
quences,  thar}  the  levying  of  Ihip-money  by  Charles 
me  Ill.  or  the  difpenfmg  power  affumed  by  James 
the  lid.  a  deed  which  muft  vitiate  all  the  future 
proceedings  of  this  parliament ;  for  the  adts  of  the 
legiOature  itfelfcan  no  more  be  valid  without  a  le¬ 
gal  houle  of  Commons,  than  v/ithout  a  legal  Prince 
upop  tlie  throne.  Reprefentatives  of  the  people 
’  '  Arc 
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are  ellential  to  the  making  of  laws;  and  there  is  d 
time  when  it  is  morally  demonttrable  that  men 
ceafe  to  be  leprefentatives.  That  time  is  now  ar*- 
rived.  The  prefent  houfe  of  Commons  do  not  re- 
prefent  the  people.  We  owe  to  your  mnjefty  an. 
obedience^  under  the  reftriftion  of  the  laws,  for 
the  calling  and  duration  of  parliaments  and  your 
majefty  owes  to  us,  that  our  reprefentation,  free 
from -the  force  of  arms  or  corruption,  (hould  be 
preferved  to  us  in  parliament.  It  was  for  this  we 
fuccefsfuily  ftruggled  under  James  thelld.  for  thi^ 
we  feated,  and  have  faithfully  fupported  your  ma-* 
jetty’s  family  on  the  throne.  Under  James  the  lid, 
the  people  complained  that  the  fitting  of  parlia- 
raent  was  interrupted,  becaufe  it  was  not  corrupt¬ 
ly  fubfervient  to  his  defigns :  we  complain  nov/^ 
that  the  fitting  of  this  parliament,  is  not  inter¬ 
rupted,  becaufe  it  is  corruptly  fubfervient  to  youi 
majetty’s  minitters*  We  call  God  and  man  to 
witnefs,  that  as  w^e  do  not  owe  our  liberty  to  thofifc 
nice  and  fubtle  dittindtions,  which  places,  penfi- 
ons,  and  lucrative  employments  have  invented,  fo 
neither  will  we  be  deprived  of  it  by  them ;  but,  as 
it  was  gained  by  the  ttern  virtue  of  our  anceftors^ 
by  the  virtue  of  their  defcendants  it  ttiall  be  pre^ 
■ferved.*’  j  . 

His  majetty,  in  his  anfwerj  told  them,  tha® 
he  fhould  always  be  ready  to  receive  the  requetts^ 
and  to  liften  to  the  complaints  of  his  fubjedt's^  but 
it  gave  him  gheat  concern  to  find,  that  any  ol 
them  fhohld>  have  been  fo‘far  mifled,  as  to  offer 
him  an'  addrefs  ^and  remonttrance,  •  the  contents  of 
which  he  CQuld  not  butlcon'fi’der  as  difrefpedtful  to 
him,  :injdnous  to- his  parliament,  and  irreconciieo^^ 
ble  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.”  •  'n  >'> 
The  day  on  which  this  acldrefs  'was  delivered, 
the  earl  of  Chatliam  made  a  motion  in  the  houfe  of 
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jelty  to  diffolve  the  parliament.  He  ftated  the 
public  difcontents  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Ame¬ 
rica;  affirmed,  that  the  people  had  no  confidence 
in  the  then  fubfifting  houfe  of  Commons;  and 
jhewed,  from  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  the 
great  neceffity  of  having  a  parliament,  in  v/hom 
the  people  could  place  a  proper  confidence.  .  The 
motion  was  overruled  by  a  great  majority. 

The  next  day  a  member  in  the  houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  moved  to  addrefs  the  king,  praying,  that  a 
copy  of  the  city  addrefs,  as  well  as  his  majefty’s 
anlwer,  might  be  laid  before  the  houfe.  A  very 
animated  debate  enfued.  The  lord  mayor,  whb  ' 
was  one  of  the  members:  for  the  city^.inftead  of 
Ihrinking  from  the  conteft,  avowed  the  i  part  he 
had  taken  in  the  rempnftrance,  maintained  the 
propriety  of  it,  and  declared,  that  he  fhbuld  ever 
glory  in  it.  Mr.  Treeothick,  another  city  mem¬ 
ber,  and  the  two  fheriffs,  Mr.  Townfend  and  Mr. 
Sawbridge,  who  were  members,  fupported  their 
chief  Magiftrate  againft-  the  weight  of  the  houfe ; 
they  juftified  the  language  ufcd  to  his  majefty* 
gnd  declared  themfelves  ready  to  enter  into  the 


long  and  animated  debate,  in  which  the  'right  of 
the  fubjedf  td  jjetition’ the  throne  was  difcu fled ; 
and  the  houfe  was  much  divided  in  fentiment,  not 
only- concerning  the  propriety  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
'don  prefenting  a  petition  to  the  throne,  for  the 
pUrpofeof  cenluring  the  eondudt  of  the  Commons 
of-Great-Britain,  but  more  particularly.concerning 
■the  expreffions  made  ufe  of  in  their  rempnftrance ; 
and  many  members,  who  approved  of  ■Ahis,  mode 
of  conveying  to  the. royal  ear  the  grievances  of  the 
people,  reprobated- the  terms  made  ufe  of  on  dhs 
'©Cgafion.  Others,  with  great  animation,  endea- 
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loured  to '  fttr  up  the  houfe  to  fome  fignajt 

punifhment  on  the  principal  inftigators  to  a  corpo¬ 
rate  act,  which,  they  laid,  had  denied  the  author i-. 
ty  of  parliament,  infulted  the  throne,  and  was  per¬ 
formed  with  all  the  circumftances  of  tumultuous 
parade  ;  which  tended  to  terrify  the  minds  of  the 
peaceable,'  and  inflame  the  paflions  of  every 
mifguided  member'  of  the  community.  The' 
motion  for  ,an  addrefs  was  at  length  carried  by 
a  great  majority,  and  when  in  confequence  there¬ 
of  the  remonlfrance  was  laid  before  the  houfe,  af-' 
ter  the  journals  and  other  records  had  been  exa-' 
rnined,  the  houfe  pafled'  a  refblution  to  addrefs- 
his  majefty,  and  to  confer  with -the  Lords  toobtaiik 
their  concurrence  thereto  j  which  being  readily  gi¬ 
ven,  the  addrefs  was -prefented  on  the  '23d.  of 
March.  It  acknowledged  the  right  nf  the  fubjeCt 
to  petition  the  throne,  but  cenfured, .  very  fevere-' 
ly,  the  itidifereet  manner  in  which  this  right  had' 
been  exercifed,  by  the  city  of  London ;  the  diteCf. 
fendeftcy  of  which  was,  to'dillurb  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom,  and  fubvert  all  lawful  authority. 
Many  people  expeded,  that  frefh  inftances  of  ex- 
pulfionand  incapacitation  would  have  enfued,  but 
more  moderate  meafures  prevailed,  and,  with  the. 
addrefs,  the  bufinefs was difmilTed.  j 

Whilft  this  contefl  was  carried  on  between  the 
reprefentative  body  of  their  conftituenfs,  caufes  of 
diflenfion  arofe  in  Ireland,'  between  the  houfe  of 
Cornmons  there,  and  the  lord  lieutenant.  .  A  new 
parliament  had  met,  and  it  had  ever  been  cufto.' 
mary  on  thofe  occafions,  fince  the  reign  of  Henry 
VII.  for  a  money-bill  to  be  framed  in  the  privy- 
TOuncil  of  that  kingdom,  andifrom  thence  brought 
into  parliament ;  the  object  of  which  was,  not  to 
raife  any  material  fupply,  but  to  fecure  to  govern- 
;ment  the  mere  form  ®f  a  right  derived  from  Poy- 

ning’s 


ning’^  law,  which  was  never  meant  to  be  ^xerd* 
fed  for  any  purpofe  of  revenue,  and  was  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  eftablifhed  conftitution  of  both  king¬ 
doms  ;  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  which 
being,  that  all  money-bills  fhall  originate  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons.  On  this  ground  the  bill  was 
rejeded  ;  but  to  fhew  that  its  rejection  arofe  from 
a  diflike  of  the  mode,  not  from  a  reludiance  to 
grant  the  requifite  aids,  another  money-bill  was 
framed  by  the  houfe,  which  made  ample  provi*. 
fion  for  government,^  and  was  paiTed  v/ith  great 
unanimity.  A  bill  for  augmenting  the  land  for¬ 
ces,  from  12,000  to  15,006  men,  had  been  before 
palled;  whereupon  Lord  Townfliend,  the  l6rd 
lieutenant,  delivered  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes, 
in  which  he  thanked  them  ^  for  their  .liberality, 
but  expreffed  Ifrong  refentment  at  the  rejeftL 
on  of  the  privy  council  money-bill  in  the  houfe 
of  Commons ;  which  he  confidered  as  iricroach- 
ing  upon  the  rights  of  the  crown,'  and  entered 
a  formal  proteft  againft  it  in  the  houfe  of  lords  5 
^nd  to  punifh  the  kingdom  for  this  aft  of  te-* 
merity  in  their  reprefentatives,  he  fuddenly  pro¬ 
rogued  the  parliament  to  a  long  day  whereby 
a  great  variety  of  public  and  private'^  bufinefs, 
elTential  to  the  interefts  of  the  community  at 
large,  as  well  as  to  individuals,  was  at  once  fuf- 
pended.  Such  an  unexpefted  ftroke  threw  the. 
whole  kingdom  into  confulion. . 

The  minority  in  'the  Englifh'houfe  of  Commons 
defcanted  with  great  fpirit  on  this  tranfaftion ; 
the  ednduft  of  government  v/as  eenfured  with 
freedom  :  it  was  charged  with  having  cajoled  th6 
parliament  of  Ireland  out  of  a  large  fum  of  mo-^ 

;  ;  ney„ 

•  upwards  two-  nuilioHiS  of  money,  granted  for 
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Jiey,  for, the  purpofeof  obtaining- a  military  aug* 
mentation  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  which  con- 
dud  demanded  tlie  ftrideft  enquiry. 

The  miniftry  defended  the  condud  of  the  lord, 
■lieutenant,  by  reprefenting  the  Irifh  houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  as  making  refolutions  repugnant  to  Poy- 
ning  s  law,  and  of  courfe  fubverfive  of  our  au- 
diority  over  Ireland,  which  warranted  the  caftiga- 
t.ory  meafuie  which  had  been  afterwards  "taken' 
to  inculcate '  a  fenfe  of  their,  duty^  The  manner 
of.the  prorogation  of  the  parliament,  was  faid.  toi 
be^  fupported  both-  by  precedent,  and  reafon.. 
The  .majority,  of  the.  houfe  achnitted  the  validity, 
ofthe  juftification,  -  .  ■  ,  ‘ 

Notwithdanding  .the  fpeech  from  the  throne  at. 
opening  the  felhon  had  recommended  the  affaird 
of  Arnerica  to  the  attention  of  both  houfes,  and 

that  before  the  rifing.  of  parliament  news  had  ar-- 

rived  of.an  affray,  attended  with  very  ferious  con- 
lequences,  having,  happened,  at  Bofton,  between 
the , king’s  _troop5  and  the  .to.wnfmen.;*  and  that 
tneoppofition.in  both  houfes  repeatedly  preffed  for' 
fech  enquiries,  yet  miniftry  lindioufly  avoided' 
brmging  the  bufinefs  under  difcuffion.  and  the. 

leliion  was  clofed  on  the  ipth  of  May. 

The  expence.,  of  the  fervices  for  the  year  1770 ' 
amounted  to  7  4  55,042 1.  For  the  land  forces  iij 
Great-Batam,  &c.  confifting  of  1 7,666  effedivc 
men,  ordnance,  and  every  contingency  of  the. 
army,  1,561,6,8.1 1.  The  farther  fum  of  2  7ir  266I 
wasi voted  to  .make  good  a  debt  of  ,  laft  year  on 
army  extra6rdinafie.s.  For  the  navy,  being  1 6,000 

leamen,  including 4,287  marines, '1,522,0671.  For 

rnaintainmg  the,  .ciyil  government  in  the  different 
provinces  of  North  America^  and  incidental  ex7' 
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peaces,  18,760!.  One  million  eight  hundred 
thouland  pounds  in  exchequer  bills  difcharged. 
Five  thoufand  pounds  was  voted  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Barbadoes,  to  enable  them  to  cleanfe  their 
channel,  repair  the  mole,  and  render  their  har-' 
bour  more  fafe  and  commodious :  55,01 1  1.  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  of  grants  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year:  45,5651.  to  the  landgrave  of  HefTe 
Caflel  for  expeiices  incurred  during  the  late  war  in^ 
Germany,  as  reported  by  the  commiflioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine  and  ftate  fuch  claims  and  de¬ 
mands  :  a  million  and  a  half  capital  ftock,  of  three 
and  a  half  per  cent,  annuities,  eftablifhed  29th 
Geo.  IL  (1756)  was  redeemed  and  paid  |ofF  at 
par  ;  and  a  navy  debt  of  1 00,000 1.  was  dif- 
charged. 

To  make  good  thefe  fupplies  the  land  tax' 
was  continued  at  three  fhillings  in  the  pound  ^ 
the  malt  tax  was  eftimated  at  700,000!.  One’ 
million  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was* 
raifed  by  exchequer  bills,  which  was  equivalent 
to  the  fum  difcharged;  400,000  !.  which  the  Eaft- 
India  company  liad  ftipulated  to  pay  annually,  in 
ifefped:f  to  the  territorial  acquifions  and  revenues 
lately  obtained  in  the  Eaft,  the  two  quarterly  re¬ 
ceipts  from^  the  finking  fund^,  ending  January  5, 
and  April  5,  1770,  which  amounted  together  td 
1,072,615!.  were  charged  upon  the  aids  and 
fupplies  V  likewife  13,5961.  remaining  in  tlie  ex-^ 
chequer,  April  5^  over  and  above  the  furplus  oF 
the  finking  fund;  and  55^495 hands  or 
the  paymafier-general  of  his  Majefty  s  forces. 
Five  .hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  raifed  by  a 
lottery,  for  which  the' next  year  was  to  be  charg¬ 
ed  in  payrnent  of  tliQ  prizes  to  an  equal  amounts 
The  produce  of  the  finking  fund  was  anticipated 

in  the  fum  of  1,700,0001.  The  amount  of 
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<^ayS  and  means  was  7,794,2241.  and  exceeded 

the  eltimate  of  fupplies  by  344,1 82  1. 

^  Such  was  the  firft  ififtance  of  the  new  finan¬ 
cier’s  abilities,  towards  alleviating  the  national 
burdens.  With  the  affiftance  which  government 
received,  from  the  Eaft-India  company,  a  lar^e 
fam  from  the  paymafter-general,  and  anticipa- 
ting  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund,  the  minilter 
paid  off  a  million  and  a  half  of  the  national  debt 
and  reduced  two  millions  and  a  half  of  foiir  per 
cent  flocks  *  to  three  per  cent,  by  allowing  the 
holders  81.  for  every  hundred  pounds  flock  in  two 
lottery  tickets-  reckoning  the  tickets  at  14!. 
each,  and  fdling  them  to  fuch  flockholders  at 
10 1.  each.  By  this  reduftion  25,000!.  per  an- 
num  was  faved,  to  the  nation  in  interefl ;  but  as 
the  whole  produce  of  the  lottery  was  diftribuN 
ed  into  prizes  which  were  to  be  paid  in  money 
and  as  the  half  million  which  they  amounted  -to' 
was  applied  to  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  the 
national  debt  was  increafed  half  a  million -’and 
reckoning  the  interefl  thereupon  at  three  and  a  ' 
halt  per  cent,  government  continued  to  pay  the 

^  confequence 

ot  that  tranfadtion,  7,5001.  was  faved  in  the  an¬ 
nual  interefl  of  the  national  debt,  and  a  year’s  in¬ 
terefl  for  half  a  million. 

tu  ^  ®  parliament,  ano- 

remonftrance,  and  petition 
*t  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and  common-coun- 

C  z  ci| 

*  This  was  part  of  twelve  millions  borrowed  in  1762  for 
which  four  per  cent,  inteieft  was  to  be  paid  for  .9  vjr^  af! 
ter  which  time,  the  ftock  ,was  to  be  reduced  tl  ihree  oer 

^n^per 'cS"“on  the  gratified  with  ^ 

nifter  therefore  cavi  s  rf-  "  ^  ‘""g  term.  The  mi- 
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cii  of  rlie  city  of  London,  was  prefented  to 
majellyi  which  expreffed  the  deep  concern  which 
the  city  of  London  felt,  at  the  awful  fentence  of 
cenfure  lately  palTed  upon  it,  in  his  majefty’s  an-^ 
fwerfrom  the  throne-,  and  after  recapitulating  the 
grievances  complained-  of  in  former  addrelfes,  it 
concluded  with  a  prayer  to  heaven,  that  his  majef- 
ty  might  reign,,  as  kings  only  can  reign,  in 
and  by  the  hearts  of  a  loyal,,  dutiful,,  and  free 
people. 

His  m.ajefty  in  Iris  anfwer  told  them,  that  he 
fhould  have  been  wanting  to  the  public,  as  well' 
as  to  himfelf,  if  he  had  not  exprelfed  his  diffatis- 
fadioa  at  the  late  addrefs.  After  which  the  lord, 
mayor  requefted  leave  to  reply,  which  being 
granted,  his  lordlhip  addrelTed  his  fovereign,  and; 
begged  leave  to  declare  in  his  royal  prefence,  on' 
Behalf  of  his  fellow-citizens,  how  much  the  bare 
apprehenfion  of  his  majefty’s  difpleafure  would,, 
at  all  times,  affeft  their  minds ;  the  declaration  of 
which  had  filled  them  with  inexpreflible  anxiety, 
and  with  the  deepeft  affliction.  He  fupplieated  his. 
majefty  not  to  difmifs  them  from  his  prefence 
without  fome  comfort,  and  profpeft  at  leaft  of 
redrefs.  No  anfwer  being  returned,  the  lord; 
mayor  and  thofe  who  accompanied  him  with-, 
drew. 

Tlie  birth  of  a  princefe  occafioned  the  city  of 
London  to  prefent  a  congratulatory  addrefs  to  his 
majefty  on  that  event,  a  week  after ;  when  the; 
ford  chamberlain  acquainted  the  lord  mayor,  that' 
as'his  lordfhip  thought  fit  to  fpeak  to  his  majefty 
after  his  anfwer  to  the  late  remonftrance,  he  was 
dire<ft;ed  to  inform  him,  as  it  was  unufualy,  his  ma- 
iefty  deftred  that'nothing  of  that  kind  might  hap¬ 
pen 

} 
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^pen  for  the  future.  This  was  the  Jaft  public  tra'af- 
;aftioR  in  which  Mr.  Beckford  was  engaged.  He 
'^ied  three  weeks  after  of-  a  fever.  As  he  pofleffeH 
a  very  ample  fortune,  was  fplendid  and  munifi.- 
xent  in  his  manner  of  living,  liad  a  lirong  and 
agreeable  elocution,  and  fteadily  oppofed  the 
meafures  of  the  court,  he  was  greatly  refpe£ted 
and  confided  in.  His  influence  was  exerted,  to 
.check  and  reftrain  the  jarring  interefts  which  pre- 
-yavied  among  the  leaders  of  oppofition  in  the  city. 
A  .fociety  had  been  formed  under  the  tittle  of 

The  Supporters  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,”  one  prin¬ 
cipal  object  of  v/hich  was  to  exonerate  Mr.  Wilkes 
from  his  debts.  '  -Soon  after  Mr.  Beckford's  death, 
violent  diifentions  broke  out;  many  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  feceded,  and  called  themfeiyes  The  Conlli- 
.tutional  Society.”  Thefe  two  bodies  of  men  en¬ 
tertained  a  hearty  contempt  for  each  other,  and 
the  objedt  of  procuring  redrefs  of  the  violated 
rights  of  the  eledtors  of  Great-Britain,  which  had 
^t  fitft  united  thern^  feerned  loft  in  private  ani^ 
tnofities. 

Lord  Chafianiy  y^ho  had  ftrenuoufty  exerted  him- 
felf  towards  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  had  predidted, 
that  a  great  blow  either  was,  or  would  foon  be 
ilruck,  in  fome  part  of  the  world. '  The  event 
proved  how  well  that  confummate  ftatefman  was 
acquainted  with  the  refolutions  whicli  were  formed  ‘ 
in  foreign  cabinets,  for  in  the  month  of  June,  1770, 
a  fquadron  of  Spanifli  fliips  failed  from  Buenos  Ay¬ 
res,  for  the  purpofe  of  feizing  upon  Falkland’s  111- 
ands,  where  the  Englifl]  a  few  years  before- had 
made  a  fettlemeut,  by  ere^ding  a  fort  which  they' 
called  Egmont,  and  where  two  {loops  then  lay. 
i  he  Spanilb  commander,  Don  Madariaga,  fum- 
moned  the  fort  to  furrender  to  the  catholic 
'which  ‘  being  refufed,  he  proceeded  to. 

poflei’s 
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-poflefa  himfelf  of  it  by  force  of  arms.  Captain 
Farmer,  who  commanded  in  the  fort,  having  re- 
nionftVated  in  vain  againft  the  infult  which  was 
offered  the  king  his  maftef,  in  a  time' of  of  a  pro¬ 
found  peace,  was  obliged  to  lubmit.  A  capitu¬ 
lation  was  figned,  after  which  the  captain  and  gar- 
rifon  were  detained  in  port  twenty  nine  days,  and 
the  rudder  of  his  ihip. taken  away,  before  he  was 
permitted  to  return  home. 

Thefe  iilands  are  fituated  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
ftraits  of  Mao;elian,  and  are  the  moft  defolate  and 
dreary  of  habitable  regions,  although  not  fo  high 
in  fouthein  latitude,  as  the  ifland  of  Anglefea  lies 
to  the  north  ;  but  many  reafons  induced  our  court 
to  form,  a  fettlement  there.  It  was  in  contempla¬ 
tion  to  encourage  a  whale  fifhery  in  thofe  foiithern 
regions  from  North  America,  and  the  poffeffion  of 
this  fpot  was  thought  beneficial  for  the  purpofe  of 
exploring  the  South  Sea,  which  at  that  time  was  a 
favourite  purfuit.  The  French  had  claimed  thefe 
iflands,  in  confequence  ofM.  de  Bougainville  hav¬ 
ing  vifited  them  before  Commodore  Byron;  he 
gave  them  the  name  of  Malounes,  and  his  court 
transferred  the  right  therein  to  the  Spaniards ;  but 
the  Englifh  claim  was  founded  upon  a  difcoyery 
made  of  them  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

That  the  court  of  Spain  fhould  look  with  a  jea¬ 
lous  eye  on  a  fettlement  made  by  the  Englifh,  in 
a  part  of  the  world  where  the  Spaniards  had  ex¬ 
cluded  all  other  nations,  is  no  ways  furprifmg ;  but 
that  file  fhould  be  hardy  enough  to  deprive  us.by 
force  of  that  poffeffion,  in  violation  of  the  peace 
which  then  fubfifted,  and  when  Ihe  had  fo  lately 
felt  the  force  of  our  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the 
world,  which  in  lefs  than  a  twelve-month  had^ 
opened  to  themfelves  a  way  to  all  her  refources  ot 

wealth ;  that  ihe  ffiould  rifque  the  irritating  of  fuch 

a  power, 
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-a  power,  argued  great  temerity  ;  an  utter  oblivion 
(rfthe  moderation  and  lenity  which  diftated  the  laft 
peace  on  the  part  of  Great-Brltain,  and  a  full  per- 
fuafion  that  her  late  victorious  adverfary ,  from  fome 
fecret  caufe,  operating  ftrongly  on  every  depart- 
ment  of  the;  hate,  was  funk  into  a  condition,  w  iich 
made  her  no  longer  dreaded.  It  was  remarked, 
that  the  expedition  againft  Port  Egmont  did  not 
appear  to  have  been  a  fudden  ill-concerted  enter- 
prize,  but  to  have  been  condufted  not  oply  with  the 
ufual  military  precautions,  but  in  all  the  forms  and 
ceremonies  of  war.  A  frigate  was  firft  empl^ed 
to  examine  the  lirength  of  the  place,  a  melfagc 
was  then  fent  by  Don  Prancifeo  Buccarelli,  the  go- 
vernor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  demanding  immediate 
poffeffion  in  the  catholic  king’s  name,  and  order  * 
ing  our  people  to  depart  *,  at  laft  a  military  force 
appeared,  and  compelled  our  garrifon  to  fur- 

render,  .  _ 

News  of  this  expedition  arrived  at  Cadiz  the 

Jatter  end  of  Auguft,  immediately  upon  which  Mr. 
Harris,  our  charge  des  affaires  at  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  fent  advice  of  this  tranfaftion  to  Lord  Wey¬ 
mouth,  fecretary  of  ftate,  which  arrived  about 
the  fame  time  that  the  Prince  de  Mafferano,  the 
Spanilh  ambaffador,  had  acquainted  his  lordfhip, 
that  he  had  good  reafon  to  believe  his  catholic  ma- 
jefty's  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  had  taken  upon 
him  to  make  ufe  of  force,  in  order  to  difppffefs  the 
Englifh  of  their  fettlement  at  Port  Egmont  in 
Falkland’s  Iflands;  adding,  that  he  was  direded 
to  make  this  communication,  ~to  prevent  the  bad 
confequences  which  rnight  arife  irom  its  coming 
through  o1:her  hands;  and  exprelTmg  his  vvifhes, 
that  whatever  tlie  event  at  Port  Egmont  might  be, 
in  confequence  of  a  ftep  of  the  governor,  taken 

without  any  particular  inftruftion  from  his  catho¬ 
lic 
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lie  maje%,  it  might  not  be  produftive  ofmeafures 

fn-  wl?rvlrTiT  underftand- 

t,  wmch  fubfifted  between  the  two  crowns. 
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Lord  W  eymouth  hereupon  alked  the  ambaffador' 

n  he  was  ordered  to  dilavow  tlie  condudt  of  m! 

uccare  1  the  governor;  which  was  anfwered  in 
the  negatn-e,  until  he  fhoijld  fiear  from  Madrid. 

When  ^b.  Harris  applied  to  M.  de  Grimaldi,  the 
prime  minnler  of  Spain,  for  a  dilavowal  of  this 
piocee  ing,  his  anlwer  was  very  unfatisfadtory : 
iie  i.ud,  the  Bntifh  court  had  reafon  to  forefee  fucli 
an  event  would  happen,  fince  our  clkblifhment 
there  was  notorioufly  difapproved  by  Spain.  He 
could  not,  he  faid,  blame  the  conduft  of  M  Buc- 
carelh  asit  was  founded  on  the  laws  of  America ; 

u  added,  that  nis  catholic  majefty  was  very  de- 
lirous  of  peace,  having  fo  little  to  gain  and  fo 
much  to  lofe  by  a  war ;  therefore  he  would  avoid 
It  at  any  rate  confiftent  with  his  ov/n  honour,  and  the 
welfare  of  his  people.  And  a  few  days  after  he 
acquainted  Mr,'  Harris,  that  the  king,  his  mafter, 
was  refolyed  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  ter^ 
mmate  this  affair  in  an  amicable  manner;  that 
tlrerefore  he  admitted  our  demand,  and  that  he 
allented  to  it  in  every  point  confiftent  with  his  ho¬ 
nour,  which,  as  well  as  ours,  was  to  be  confider- 
ed  .  tnat  however,  as  this  matter  could  only  be 
determined  in  London,  and  not  at  Madrid,  orders 
had  been  given  to  Prince  Mafferano  to  lay  before 
Lord  Weymouth  the  feveral  ideas  which  had  been 
ftiggefted  on  this  head  ;  and  as  they  only  differed 
in  the  terms,  and  not  elfentially,  he  trufted  fome 
one  of  them  would  be  adopted. 

Prince  Mafferano,  on  receipt  of  his  difpatches, 
propofed  a  convention  between  the  two  crowns,  in 
which  he  Ihould  diftivow,  in  the  name  of  the  king 
nis  mafter,  any  particular  orders  given  to  M.  Buc- 

carrelli 
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carelli  upon  t?iis  occafion ;  at  the  fame  lime  that 
he  acknowledged  him  to  adl  agreeably  to  his  ge^- 
ral  inftrudtions,  and  -to  his  oath  as  governor ;  the 
reftitution  of  Falkland’s  Iflands  was  to  be  thereby 
acceded  to,^  without  any  injury  to  his  catholic 
majefty’s  right  -to  thofe  illands  ;  but  the  king  of 
Great'Britaiit  was  at  the  fame  time  called  upon  to 
dilavow  on  his  part,  a  menace  of  one  of  his  cap¬ 
tains,  which  was  faid  to  have  occafioned  the  ftcps 
taken  by  the  Spanifh  governor.  .  ' 

This  mode  of  ad  I  lifting  the  difference  by  conven¬ 
tion,  was  rejecfteci,  as  totally  inadmiffible ;  nol- 
withftanding  which,  our  mipiftry  did  not  defpair 
of  an  accommodatiori  at  |he  time  when  the  par¬ 
liament  met.f  Indeed,  before  the  news  of  the 
capture  of  Port  Egmont  had  been  officially  known^ 
fixteen  fail  of  the  line  had  been  put  into  commiffi^- 
on  :  Admiral  Keppel  was  appointed  to  .command 
the  fleet,  and  preis  v/arrants  were  ilTued  out  for 
manning  it.  The  people  of  Englahd  are  ever 
ready  to  draw  the  fword,  when  either  their  intereft 
or  their  honour  appears  to  be  attacked.  On  this 
occafion  the  nation  felt  itfelf  infulted^  and  called 
for  vengeance ;  but  our  national  ftrength  was  not 
found  adequate  to  great  undertakings ;  our  na- 
yy>  die  pride  and  the  proteftion  of  England,  dur¬ 
ing  an  eight  years  peace,  had  been  fuffered  to 
Tail  into  decay ;  and  when  the  furveyor  of  the 
navy,  to  whom,  under  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiral- 
this  important  triift  was  committed,  found 
his  delinquency  revealed,  he  eluded  the  refentment 
of  his  country  by 'a  fudden  death.  The  failors, 
w  lo  had  been  ever  ready  in  former  contefts  to  errF 
ark  m  a  war  with  Spain,  were  now  backward  to 
engage  in  tne  (ervice ;  this  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
.ill-tieatrnent  which  both  the  foldiers  and  failors  re¬ 
ceived  who  went  on  the  expedition  againfl:  the  Ha- 
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'^^'annah,  tRe  laft  and  moft  deftruiflive  fervice  ii! 
the  late  war*,  in  which,  the- common  men  receiv¬ 
ed  fcarce  any  proportion  of  the  vaft  wealth  which 
was  acquired  ;  owing  to  a  fecret  regulation  being 
fettled  at  home,  before  the  expedition  fet  forward, 
by  which  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  and  - 
army,  were  to  receive  one-third,  inflead  of  one- 
eighth  of  the  prize  money.  ^ 

In  the  king’s  fpeech,  it  was  obferved,  that 

the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the  rights  of 
the  people,  were  deeply  afFe£led  by  an  a£l  of  the 
governor  of  Buenos  Ayres.”  This  exprefiion  was 
much  animadverted  upon,  and  the  minifter  was 
feverely  cenfured  both  in  parliament  and  without 
doors,  for  caufing  his  royal  matter  to  reprefent  to 
his  people,  an  open  adt  of  hoftility  authorifed  by 
the  catholic  king,  as  an  adl  of  a  governor.  Nor 
were  the  fubfequent  parts  of  the  fpeech  lefs  critici- 
fed  :  this  adt,  it  was  faid,  to  avoid  the  mention  of 
a  regular  fiege  and  furrender,  pafles  under  the  pi¬ 
ratical  defeription  of  feizing  by  force,  and  the 
thing  taken  is  deferibed  not  as  part  of  the  king’s 
territory,  or  proper  dominion,  but  merely  as  a 
pofleflion a  word  exprefsly  chofen  in  contrar 
diction  to,  and  exclufive  of,  the  idea  of  right. 
But  the  caution  ufedin  the  manner  of  wording  the 
fpeech,  may  be  very  well  defended.  Our  right  to 
the  wretched  fpot  for  which  we  contended,  had 
ever  been  difpiited  by  Spain.  When  Lord  zVnfon 
returned  from  his  circumnavigation  of  the  globe, 
lie  recommended  a  fettlement  being  made  on  Pe- 

py’s 

*  This  ftipulation  was  one  of  the  firll  aQ;s  of  the  niiniftry 
who  fucceeded  Mr.  Pitt,  and  flamps  an  indelible  difgrace 
on  all  concerned.  It  was  a  flagrant  a6t  of  injuftice  to  make  a 
fecret  bargain,  whereby  30,000  men  were  deprived  of  theis 
^ftard-earned  reward. 


\_ 
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py*s  or  Falkland's  Iflands  which  w'ould  a<!\:ually 
haye  been  carried  into  execution,  but  for  the 
monftrances  made  by  the  court  of  Spain;  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  which  it  was  totally  laid  afide,  until 
Lord  Egmont  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  in  1764,  a  noblem_an  whom  one  of  the 
ableft  advocates  for  the  conduft  of  adminiftration 
in  this  bufineis,  deferibes  as  polTefling  a  vigorous 
and  ardent  mind ;  whole  knowledge  was  exten- 
five,  and  whofe  defigns  were  magnificent ;  but 
who  had  fomewhat  vitiated  his  judgment,  by  too 
much  indulgence  of  romantic  proje£ls  and  airy 
fpeculations.  But^  however  this  may  be,  the  new 
fettlement  was  made  with  great  caution,  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  at  Port  Egmont  being  inftrudled, 

.  to  warn  off  any  other  European  power  who  might 
attempt  to  make  a  fettlement  on  Falkland's 
ands  ;  but  if  he  found  *  any  already  eftabliflied 
‘  there,  he  was  then  to  make  a  joint  fettlement  with 
fuch,  if  they  refufed  to  depart  after  due  warning  - 
referring  the  decifiog  of  right  to  their  two  fove- 
reigns. 

There  appears  to  be  a  moderation,  not  unmix¬ 
ed  v/ith  firmnefs,  in  adminiftration,  during  this 
conteft ;  which  renders  the^  conduct  purfued  on 
this  I  occafion,  diffimiiar  to  that  which  has  been 
adopted  on  all  our  difputes  with  Spain,  in  former 
reigns :  if  it  did  not  refemble  the  fpirited  attacks 
made  by  queen  Elizabeth,  as  fopn  as  (he  difeo- 
vered  the  intentions  of  the  Spanifh  monarch,  it 
was  equally  unlike  the  abjeft  condefeenfions  of 
her  pufillanimous  fucceffon  It  had  nothing  of 
the  greedy  thiifi;  of  ipoil  which  led  Cromwell  to 
wage  an  iinjuft  war  with  Spain,  nor  of  that  deci- 
five  boldnefs,  w'hich  at  one  ftroke  made  us  maf~ 
ters  of  her  navy  in  the  reign  of  George  1.  buf  then 
Jitwa5  as  free  from  any  thing  like  Walpole’s  felfilh 

indifference 
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xadilTerencc  to  the  interefts  of  the  nadoi!.  The 
Contelt  was  not  for  dominion^  or  for  any  valuabie 
commercial  objeft,  but  for  a  point  of  honour  ; 
whether  we  fbould  hold  a  barren  illand,  in  the  vi-- 
"cinity  of  the  Spanifli  territories,  of  which  we  had 
taken  poffeffion  on  the  prefumption  of  having  a 
prior  right  thereto,  but  which  right,  as  already 
obferved,  had  ever  been  difputed  by  Spain. 

Nor  is  it  difficult  to  affign  reafons  for  this  mode-- 
ration  in  the  Britifh  cabinet.  It  feems  to  have 
been  a  fettled  principle  from  the  very  commence-" 
meat  of  the  prefent  reign,  to  keep  clear  of  foreign 
v/ar  as  much  as  poffibie.  The  long  reign  of 
George  II.  was  confidered  as  having  thrown  too 
much  weight  into  the  fcale  of  the  people  ;  it  wa^ 
reprefented,  by  thofe  who  poffeffed  the  royal  con- 
'fidence,  that  a  turbulent  faftioiis  fpirijt  was  gone 
forth ;  that  the  infolence  of  the  vulgar  exceeded 
the  example  of  former  times ;  that  all  refpedt  for 
lawful  authority  was  loft,  and  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  prefs  had  levelled  all  diftindtions,  whether  of 
birth,  fortune,  or  talents,  traducing  with  a  bold 
effrontery' the  charadters  moft  eminent  for  wifdom 
and  virtue.  The  body  of  the  Engiilli  gentry  iti 
general,  adopted  thefe  fentiments,  and  were  rea^ 
dy  to  concur  with  the  court  tcreftrain  the  violence 
of  the  lower  orders  in  the  ftate :  the  manners  of 
the  age  being  formed  by  wealth,  luxury,  and  re--^ 
finement,  made  the  tumults  of  a  mob  appear 
more  dreadful  than  the  encroachments  of  a  mi- 
nifter;  and  the  ftability  which  government  feern- 
ed  now  to  have  required,  notwithftanding  the 
ftrong  oppofition  which  had  been  formed  againfl: 
it,  pointed  out  the  prefent  feafon  as  the  moft  pro- 
})er  for  introducing  internal  regulations.  Whilft 
a  time  of  peace  was  neceffary  to  effedl  thefe  ob- 
ledls  at  hom^  it  was  ftill  more  requifite,  for  pur- 

^  fuing 
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fuing  the  meafares  which  were  tliought  Expedient 
to  bring  the  American  colonies  under  due  fubor-; 
dination  to  the  preferit  ftate.  Thefe  confiderati- 
ons,  probably,  induced  our  mlnifters  to  continue^ 
the  negociation  with  the  ambaffador  and  court  of 
Spain,  during  the  months  of  September^  O^ftober^. 
and  November-  At  length,  Lordi  Weymouth  in¬ 
formed  Mr.  Harris,  that  from  the  conduct  of 
Erlnce  Maflerano,  he  faw  but  little  reafon  to  expe(5fc 
an  amicable  termination  of  this  affair ;  and  advifed' 
him  if  poflible,  to  convey  an  hint  of  this  to  the 
lieutenant-governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  the  confuls: 
at , the  different, ports  of  Spain.  The  governor  o6 
Gibraltar  w;as  aJfo  ordered  to  embark  immediately) 
for  that  fortrefs. 

Such  was  the  pofture  .pf-  affairs;  when,  the  par¬ 
liament  adjourned  for  the  ChriftmaS;recefs,  duringi 
which.  Lord  Weymouth,  refigned'his  poft,  and: 
was  fucceeded  by  the  Earl  ofRochford,  *  who,  ,  a: 
few  days  after,  his  appointment,  wrote.  Mr.  Har¬ 
ris  a  letter  of  recall ;  but  a  month  after,  he  dired:-: 
ed  him,  by  another  letter,  to  return  to  Ma-. 
drid,  ,  as  there  were,  reafons  ,  to  believe,  that 
frelh  propofitions  of  fatisfadion  would  be  made 
for  the  injury  done. 

Ofe 

♦  Many  other  changes  toofc  place  at  the  fame  time  ;  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hawke  refigned  his  port,  of  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  ;  the  Earl  ofSuf- 
^Ik  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  privy-feal  in  the  room  of  the' 
Earl  of  Halifax,  who  fucceeded  Lord  'Sandwichasfecretary  of! 
u  northern  department.  The  great  feal,  whicb 

had  been  held  by  commiffion  ever  fince  Lord  Camden  was  di- 
srelted  of  it,  was  at  length  given  to  Mr.  Bathurft,  whowatS 
weawd  Baron  Apfley,  and  appointed  Lord  Chancellor.  Mr, 

chief  juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas ;  Mr,J  ' 
Thurlow,  attorney-general  j  and  Mr.  Wedderburne,  who  had 
®  j”  engaged  in  oppolition,  became  folicitor-seneral, 

and  alfo  cofferer  to  thequeen :  by  which  laft  appointments  mi-. 

roftry  gained  a  very  able  adsocaie,"  *' 


t  io 

On  the  day  the  parliament  met,  after  the  necefs,  ^ 
a  declaration  was  figned  by  Prince  Mafferanb 
and  an  acceptance  thereof  by  the  Earl  of  Roch ford’ 
By  the  former,  the  ambaffador,  in  the  name  of 
his  matter,  difavowed  the  violence  ufed  at  Port 
Egmont,  and  ftipulated  that  every  thing  fhould 
be  reitored  there,  precifely  to  the  fame  ftatc  in 
which  they  were  before  the  redudtion  ;  but  at  the 
Ame  time  declared,  that  this  reltoration  was  not 
many  wife  to  affedl  the  queftion  of  the  prior  right 
6f  fovereignty  oVer  thofe  iflands  t  and,  by  the  ac^ 
ceptance,  the  performance  of  thefe  ftipula- 
tions  was  to  be  confidered  as  a  fatisfadti-^ 

on  for  the  injury  done  to  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain* 

When  the  declaration  and  acceptance  had  been 
laid  before  parliament,  an  addrefs  was  prefented^ 
for  copies  of  all  claims  and  propofitions,  made  by 
the  court  of  Spain,  relative  to  Falkland’s  Iflands, 
from  the  firfl:  fettlement  of  k,  together  with  the 
anfwers.  This  produced  nothing  previous  to  the 
demand  which  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres  made, 
30th  of  November,  1769,  for  the  Englifli  to  quit 
the  ifland^  and  no  one  paper  relative  to  the  claims 
or  reprefentations  made  by  the  court  of  Spain, 
fince  the  firfl:  fettlement  there,  nor  the  anfwer  gi¬ 
ven  ;  and  the  firfl  of  Lord  Weymouth’s  Letters, 
which  was  dated  Septemebr  la,  was  marked 
1&.  Neither  did  the  papers  laid  before  parlia¬ 
ment,  explain  in  what  manner  the  negotiation  had 

been  refumed.  The  anfwer  given  to  thefe  enqui¬ 
ries  \yas,  that  no  other  papers  could  be  found. 
However,  the  fubfequent  conduct  of  government 
proved,  that  there  were  fecret  ftipulations  on  the 
’‘part  of  Great-Britain^  which  the  miniftry  did,  not 

ehoofe 
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Whoofe  jfliould  ilieai  the  eye  of  parliament.  Fof^' 
though  Falkland’s  Wands,  Port  Egmont,  its  forts, 
and'  other  dependencies,  were  reftored  to  the 
Englifli,  on  the  i6th  September  1771,  in  com 
fbrmity  to  his  catholic  majefty’s  declaration, 
yet  in  1774,  orders  were  fent  out  for  evacu¬ 
ating  the  place  ;  which  was  done  according¬ 
ly,  and  no  fettlemeht  has  fince  been  made  there. 
The  fudden  refignation  of  Lord  Weymouth,  may¬ 
be  fuppofed  to  have  been  occafioned  by  his  diflike 
of  this  compromife.  * 

The  condudt  of  Spain,  throughout  this  tranfac- 
tion,  is  extremely  myfterious ;  and  as  our  go¬ 
vernment  has  not  thought  fit  to  elucidate  it,  we ' 
are  left  to  form  conjectures  merely.  The  confe- 
^uence,  naturally  to  be  expeCted  from  fuch  a  forci¬ 
ble  feizure  of  an  Englifli  colony,  was,  an  imme¬ 
diate  rupture  with  Great-Britain ;  and,  although 
the  Spanifli  government  had  taken  every  poflible 
method  of  defending  their  diftant  fettlements  from 
ail  future  attacks,  yet  that  kingdom  was  fb  une¬ 
qual  to  a  naval  conteft  with  us,  and  the  wealth 
annually  drawn  from  the  new  world 


would  be; 
thereby; 
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•The  terms  pn  which  peace  Was  reftored  have  been  divul¬ 
ged  by  the  Count  de  Guines,  who  was  then  the  French  am- 
baflador  at  the  court  of  London ;  who,  to  excuFpate  himfelf 
trom  charges  which  were  brought  againft  him  of  having  fpecu- 
lated  in  the  funds,  and  incurred  Ioffes  which  he  could  no6 
make  good,  laid  open  the  negotiation.  By  his  account  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  iftands  were  reftored  to  Great  Britain,  on  con- 
laon  of  their  being  afterwards  evacuated ;  and  to  accelerate, 
t  le  re  loration  of  peace  between  the  three  kingdoms,  our  mi- 
Biitry  agreed,  that  this  kingdom  Ihould  be  the  firft  to  dif¬ 
arm  ;  confidine  in  the  affurances  of  Fiance  and  Suain,  that, 
tfeffy  would  follow  her  example, 
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thereby  fo  much  hazarded,  that  to  precipitate 
war,  appeared  to  be  a  folly  of  the  firft  magnitude^ 
Againft  thefe  motives  for  a  pacific  lyfterh  in  Spain,, 
may  be  placed  the  national  character,  haughty, 
vi^ndidtive  and  bray e,.  which  takes  fire  at;any  fup- 
pofed  infiilt,  and  renounces  intereft  at  the  call  of 
honour.  Such  national  propenfities  to  war,  are, 
not  checked,  but  promoted,  by  the  difpofition  of 
ahe  prefent  monarch,  whoJoves  the  clang  of  aritis, 
although  he  pofleifes  none  of  thofe  talents^which 
are  necelfary  to  form  a  military /prince  ;  and  hisr 
antipathy  to  the  Englilh  is  fuppofed-  to  have  fub- 
filled  ever  fince, the  year  1 74P,  when,  being  king 
of  Naples,  a  Britifh  fleet  compelledi  him  to  with¬ 
draw  his  troops  from  the  Spanjfh  army.,  andTign  a- 
neutrality,  in  order  to  faye  his  capifaj  froiu 
deftruftion* 

The  clofe.  connedlion  which  fubfifted  between 
the  two  branches,  of  'the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  leaves 
no  room  to. doubt,  that  the  court  of  Verfailles  was 
toj lave  become  a,  party  in  the  war,  had it  broke 
out,  although  the  kingdom  of  France  was  not.  in 
a  fituation  to.  begin  new  broils.  The  milcondu^ 
ofiLouisXVth.  had  been  the  chief  caufe  of  lhe  de¬ 
feats,  difgraces,  and  bankruptcy,  which  had  at¬ 
tended  the  laft  war  ;  as  weak  kings  are  frequent¬ 
ly  mofi:  tenacious  of  defpotic  rule,  this  monamh 
was  fond  of  exercifing  every  attribnte  of  abfolute 
fovereignty,  and  demanded  from  his>  parliament 
an  implicit  acquiefcence.  in  hisedids.  Whilft  the 
Englilh  nation  befleged  the  throne  with  their  com¬ 
plaints  againft  the  houfe  of  Commons,  theTrench: 
were  excited  to  a  ferment^  almoft  as  violent,^  againft 
their  king,  for  his  authoritative  controul  over  the 
parliament;  and  the  noble  iland  which  thpfe  al- 
femblies  made  againft  the  mandates  of  a  tyrant^ 
was  admired  and  cefpea^d,  by  the  whole  nation. 


[  33  3 

Nor  was  this  the  only  fourCe  of  difcontent  againfl 
the  fovereign :  notwithftanding  the  vaft  revenues 
of  France,  yet  the  intereft,  payable  upon  the 
debts  contradled  during  the  laft  war,  together 
with  the  expences  of  government,  and  of  the 
crown,  exceeded  tlie  income,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1769,  upwards  of.  three  millions  and  a 
half  fterllng  annually.  By  forced  redu»Sfions  of  in¬ 
tereft,  which  only  an  arbitrary  government  is  able 
to  make,  'but  which  muft  inevitably  deftroy  all 
confidence,  and  deprive  the  ftate  of  relief  in  future 
exigencies,  confiderable  favings  were  made,  and 
new  impofts  on  the  people  furnilhed  fome  provifi- 
on  for  this  annual  wafte.*  Although  fuch  was  the 
exhaufted  ftate  of  France,  yet  the  Duke  de  Choi- 
feul,  who  was  prime  minifter,  appeared  inclined 
to  enter  on  a  war  with  Great-Britain.  When 
Lord  North  was  afked,  in  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
whether  France  had  interpofed  or  not  in  our  dif- 
pute  with  Spain,  he  did  not  choofe  to  refolve  that 
queftion  j  and  as  Choifeul  quitted  his  employments 
a  little  before  the"  court  of  Spain  came  into  the 
terms  infifted  upon  by  the  Britifti  cabinet,  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  this  conceffion  was  forced 
from  it,  by  her  ally  having  adopted  a  new  fyftem 
of  condudt. 

The  expences  Vvhich  Great-Britain  had  incurred 
by  preparing  for  war,  were  enormous,  Imme^ 
diately  on  the  meeting  of  parliament,  forty  thou- 
hand  feamen  were  voted ;  the  charge  of  which, 
together  with  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  build¬ 
ing  and  rebuilding  fhips,  and  the  payment  of  a 
navy-debt,  amounted  to  3,682,4991.  The  land 
forces  in  Great-Britain,  Guernfey,'  and  Jertey, 
were  augmented  to  twenty-three  thoufand  four 

L>  hundred 
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hundred  and  thirty-two  efFedlive  men;  ineiuding 
two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  two  invalids^ 
which,  together  with  the  extraordinary  expences' 
of  the  armyy  amounted  to  1,858,779!.  The 
lum  of  2*3,3651.  was  voted  to  the  Eall  India'' 
Company,  to  reimburfe  them  the  expences  in¬ 
curred  by  the  expedition  againil  the  Manillas 
and  6009 1.  to  the  American  province  of  New 
Hampdiire,  to  reimburfe  it  the  expences  of  pro- 
vifions  and  ftores  to  the  troops  raifed  by  them 
for  the  campaign  of  the  year  1756;  1,800,000  L 
in  Exchequer  bills  was  renewed  v"  fo  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  fupplies  for  the  year  1771,  was 
7,158,799!.  To  raife  which,  the  land-tax  was 
fixed  at  4  s.  in  the  pound,  and  the  duties  upon 
malt  were  as  uliial;  the  third  yearly  payment 
from  theEaft  India  Company,,  of  400,000!.  was^ 
applied,  200,000 1.  was  raifed  by  a  lottery,  69  r  ,97  7  I. , 
>vas  drawn  from  the  finking  fund  to  the  5th  of 
April,  being  the  fum  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,’ 
after  the  anticipation  of  the  former  year  had  been 
paid  off.  That  fund  was  again  charged  with 
1,650,000!.  for  the  current  year,  and  the  over¬ 
plus  of  grants  for  the  fervlce  of  the  preceding 
year,  was  applied  to  the  prefent  fopply,  amount¬ 
ing  to  89,658  1.  two  hundred  additional  hackney- 
coaches  were  licenfed,  for  each  of  which  5  s.  a 
week  was  to  be  paid.  The  wa}s  and  means 
were  calculated  to  exceed  the  fupplies  481,003  1. 

During  this  felTion  of  parliament,  a  circurn- 
ftance,  in  itfelf  trivial,  caufed  a  great  milunder- 
Itanding  between  thetwohoufes  :  Before  theChrill- 
mas  recefs,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  made  a  moti¬ 
on  for  an  addrefs  for  quickening  our  preparations, 
and  putting  our  valuable  poffeiiions  in  the  Well 
ladies  and"  the  Mediterranean,  in  a  proper  Rate 
Qt  defence.  In-  his  fpeechj.  he  expatiated  on  the 

defenedefe 
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defencelefs  ftate  of  Gibraltar,  .  when  he  was  inter" 
rupted  by  a  propofal  being  made,  that  the  houfe 
Ihould  be  immediately  cleared  ;  this  was  objefted 
to,  and  a  great  clamour  enfued.  Eighteen  peers, 
difgufted  at  the  proceedings  of  the  minifterial  party, 
quitted  the  houfe  in  a  body  ;  and  foon  after,  feve- 
ral  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  who  at¬ 
tended  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  with  a  bill,  were, 
on  their  delivering  of  it,  defired  to  withdraw.  Ma  ■= 
ny  of  the  peers  who  had  withdrawn  from  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  proceeded  to  that  of  the  Com¬ 
mons,  and  were  there,  when  the  members,  who 
had  been  excluded  the  upper  houfe,  returned  to 
their  feats,  and  reprefented  the  treatment  they  had 
juft  then  received'.  A  gentleman  on  thetreafury- 
bench  hereupon  moved,  that  the  houfe  fhould  be 
cleared,  peers  and  all,  which,  after  fome  oppofi- 
tion,  was  carried ;  fo  that  thofe  very  lords,  who 
had  quitted  their  own  houfe  in  difguft,  at  finding 
themfelves  unable  to  prevent  the  members  of^the 
houfe  of  Commons  being  excluded  from  thence, 
were  driven  from  the  other  houfe,  by  the  refent- 
ment  which  that  very  exclufion  had  excited. .  Much 
ill  blood  was  bred  between  the  two  houfes  by  this 
conduct.  The  lords  foon  after  ilTued  ftridt  orders, 
that  no  perfon  whatever  fhould  be  admitted 
into  their  houfe  '  for  the  future,  except  fuch 
members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  as  fhould 
come  to  prefcnt  bills,  and  they  alfo  to  depart 
as  foon  as  they  had  made  the  ufual  obediences. 
This  mifijnderftanding  continued  during  the  re-* 
mainder  of  the  feffion.  A  proteft  againft  this 
order  was  entered  on  the  journals,  figned  by 
fix  teen  peers. 

The  apprehenfion^  of  foreign  war  being  now 
.  removed,  frefti  internal  contentions  difturbed  this 
feafonof  repofe.  The  houfe  of  Commons,  in  the 
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cafe  of  the  Middlefex  election,  had,  themfelves^, 
defined  their  own  privileges,  and  had  maintained 
them  in  defiance  of  the  clamour  and  difcontent' 
\Vhich  the  nation  eXpreffed  againfl  a  power  felf- 
created,  till  then,  unknown  in  the  latitude  in 
which  it  was,  in  that  cafe,  exercifed.  The  alarrti 
\vhich  this  innovation  had  fpread,  was  at  length 
fo  much  fubfided,:  that'  no  farther  commotions 
were  to  be  apprehended  from  the  eftablilhment  of 
fhe  precedent,  when,  all  at  once,  the  houfe  was 
drawn  into  a  difgraceful  conteft,  not  upon  a  nati¬ 
onal  queftion,  but  with  a  few  inconfiderable  indi¬ 
viduals,  which  terminated  very  unfavourably  to 
the  dignity  of  parliament. 

The  printets  of  a  certain  neWs-paf5er,’had  infert- 
ed  in  thofe  publications,  what  tliey  called  the^ 
%)eeches  of  particular  members  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons ;  this  prefiimpfion,  the  members  on 
whoih  the  fpeeches  were  fathered,  complained  of 
to  the  houfe,  and  the  printers  were  ordered  toattend 
which  order  they  did  not  think  proper  to  comply 
with  the  melfengers  reported,-  that  they  had  not 
feen  the  printers ;  and  the  houfe  made  an  order, 
that  the  leaving  the  fummons  at  the  printer’s 
houfe,  fhould  be  deemed  a  fufficient  notice  of  at¬ 
tendance.  The  pradice  of  retailing  in  periodical 
'publications  the  fubftanCe  of  what  Was  delivered 
In  parliament,  guarded  however  by  feigned  names 
and  a  flight  tranfmutation.of  circfumftances,  had 
■prevailed  for  near  forty  years  :'  and  the  writer, 

’  who' has  now  rifen  to  the  higheft  emineike,  and 
who,  on  account  of  the  magnitude  of  his  concep¬ 
tions,  and-  great  compafs  of  knowledge,-  has  been 
ftyled ,  “  the  Colblfus  of  Literature,”  was  one  of 
the  firft  who  regularly  grafified  the  public  with  the 
debatk'  of  the  fenate.  Individuals  were  frequent- 

k  difplsafed  with  the  liberty  which  was  taken 
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theii'  .harangues,  and  were  folicitous  to  con¬ 
fine  their  fentiments  within  the  walls  where  they 
were  delivered  arjd  there  are  inltances,  in  which 
the  houie  of  Commons,  as  a  body,  have  adopted 
t.he  feutiments  of  fuch  members,  and  ordered  pub-  ■ 
liihers  into  cuflody  for  printing  their  fpeeches, 
la  the  prefent  inftance,  the  gentleman  who  lodged 
the  complaint*,  ftated,  that  he  had  been  grol^y 
mifreprelented,  and  that  the  fpeech  given  in  the 
ijews-papers  as  his,  had  a  tendency  to  injure  him 
greatly  in  the  opinion  of  his  conftituents,  I'his 
brought  on  a  debate  upon  the  liberty  of  the  prefs! 

It  was  faid,  that  minillerial  writers  were  publicly 
encouraged  in  the  moft  flagrant  abufes  of  the  prefs, 
and  that  while,  this  was  done  in  one  inftance, 
•whereby  fome  of  the  moft  refpectabje  charaifters 
in  the  kingdom  were  mangled,  without  regard  to 
fhame  or  to  truth,  it  was  in  vaip  to  curb  it  in  other 
oafes,  or  to  fay  to  licentioufnefs,  fo  far  llialt  thou 
go,  but  no  farther  ;  and  that  altho’  mifreprefenta- 
tions  of  any  member  were  undoubtedly  infamous, 
yet  they  ought  to  be  legally  punHhed  by  the  per- 
fon  injured,  and  not  by  the  authority  of  the  houfe; 
wlfich,  however  well  fupporteft  by  precedent,  not 
being  condudted  by  the  ordinary  forms  of  legal 
proceeding,  had  ever  an  odious  and  oppreflive  ap¬ 
pearance.  It  was  maintained,  that  except  the  in-: 
ftances  in  which  the  houfe  of  Commons  is  a  court 
of  judicature,  to  which,  from  the  nature  of  their 
office,  a  coercive  power  muft  belong,  and,  except¬ 
ing  fuch  contempts  as  immediately  interrupt  their 
proceedings,  they  have  no  legal  authority  to  im-r 
prifbn  a  man  for  any  fuppofed  violation  of  priviT 
lege  v/hatfoever.  The  privilege  now  claimed  has 
never  been  defined  or  confirmed  by  ftatute  j  neH 
|her  can  it  be  faid,  with  any  colour  of  truth,  to  be 
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a  part  of  the  common  law  .of  England,  which  had 
grown  into  prefcription  long  before  we  knew  any 
thing  of  the  exiftence  of  a  houfe  of  commons. 
The  power  of  creating  new  privileges  has  been 
formally  renounced. by  both  houfes,  and  there  is 
no  code,  fay  they,  ‘in  which  we  can  ftudy  the  law 
of  parliament.  To  eftablilh  a  claim  of  privilege 
in  either  houfe,  and  to  diftinguifh  original  right 
from  ufurpation,  it  muft  appear  that  it  is  indifpen- 
fably  necelfary  for  the  performance  of  the  duty  they 
are  employed  in,  and  alfo  that  it  has  been  uniform- 
Ij  allowed.  There  is  no  precedent,  from  the 
year  1 265,  to  the  death  of  Qneen  Elizabeth,  of 
the  houie  of  Commons  having  imprifoned  any 
man,  not  a  member  of  their  houfe,  for  contempt, 
or  breach  of  privilege.  They  never  took  the  pow¬ 
er  of  punifhing  into  their  own  hands;  they  either 
fought  redrefs  by  petition  to  the  fovereign,  or  ap- 
'  plied  to  the  houfe  of  Lords;  and,  when  fatisfaifi- 
on  was  denied*  them,  or  delayed,  their  only  reme¬ 
dy  was,  refufing  to  proceed  on  the  King’s  bufineis. 

As  the  fubjedf  of  privilege,  as  claimed 
by  the  houfe  of  Commons,  now  became  agitated, 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  particularly  as 
'they  affecled  the  rights  aflumed  by  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people,  were  enquired  into,  and 
much 'valuable  knowledge  communicated  from  the 
prefs.  A  writer  of  diftinguilhed  abilities  infilled, 
that  the  greatell  and  moll  exceptionable  parts  of 
the  privilege  of  parliament  now  contended  for, 
were  introduced  and  alTerted  by  a  houfe  of  Com- 
fnons  which  aboliihed  Both  monarchy  and  peerage, 
'and  whole'  proceedings  could  be' no  ways  recon¬ 
ciled  to  the  forms  of  tlieconffitution.  It  is  a  lead¬ 
ing  maxim  of  the  laws  of  England,  and  without 
it  all  are  nugatory  ;  that  there  is  no  righCwithout 
a  remedy,  nor  any  legal  power  without  acourle 
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carry  It  into  efFeft.  Let  the  power  now  in 
t^neftion  be  tried  by  this  rule.  The  courts  of  cri¬ 
minal  juftice  are  open  to  profecutions,  which  the 
attorney-general  may  commence  by  information, 
or  indictment.  A  libel  tending  to  afperfe  or  vili¬ 
fy  the  houfe  of  Corhmouc,  or  any  of  its  members, 
may  be  as  fevercly  punifhed  in  the  court  of  King'^sr 
Bench,  as  a  libel  upon  the  King  :  and  the  houfe 
will  confult  its  real  dignity  much  better,  by  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  laws  when  they  are  offended,  tHan 
by  violating  the  firft  principle  of  natural  juftice, 
which  forbids  us  to  be  judges,  when  we  are  par¬ 
ties  to  ,the  caufe. 

It  was  however  the  opinion  of  a  very  gxeat  ma-' 
jority,  that  the  dignity  of  that  houfe  muft  be  fupr’ 
ported  at  ajl  events,  and  that  the  delinquents 
iliould  be  taken  into  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  of 
arms,  for  contempt  of  the  orders  iffued  by  the 
vpeaker. 

At'  ar^y  other  ftme,  the  ojfenders  would  have, 
been  left  to  feel  the  refentment  of  that  power, 
whofe  authority  they  had  trifled  with;  biit  it  can¬ 
not  be  doubted,  that  a  plan  was  now  formed  to 
fhew  to  the  world,  how  little  able  the  Commons 
of  England  were,  to  fupport  that  controling  powr 
er  over  fhe  fubjeCt,  which  they  had  affumed, 
whenever  the  civil  magiftracy  ftiould  refufe  its  con¬ 
currence.  .  Thofe  who‘  were  moft  interefted  in  the 
decifion  upon  the  Midcjlcfe?:  eleClion,  \yere  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  chief  inftigators  jo  thiscbnteft;  andj 
the  refraClory' printers  were  imboldened  in  their 
contumacy  by  a  junto,  who  aimed  at  difgracing 
parliament.  The  language  which  thefe  held  was, 
we  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  prerogative^ 
but  every  thing  from  undue  influence.  Formerly 
'It  was  the  intereft  of  the  people,  that  the  privi- 
,tges  of  parliament  fhould  be  left  unlimited  and 
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fined :  at  prefent,  It  is  not  only  their  intereft,  but 
neccffary,  even  to  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitur 
tion,  that  the  privileges  of  parliament  fhould  be 
ftriftly  afcertained,  and  confined  within  the  nar- 
roweft  bounds  the  nature  of  their  inftitution  will 
admit  of.  Upon  the  fame  principle  that  preroga¬ 
tive  was  refifted  in  the  lafl:  century,  privilege  is 
now  to  be  refilled.  It  is  immaterial,  whe¬ 
ther  the  crown,  by  its  own  immediate  aft,  impoft 
es  new,  and  difpcnfes  with  old,  laws,  or  whether 
the  fame  arbitrary  power,  produces  the  fame  ef- 
fefts,  through  the  medium  of  the  houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  ‘ 

In  confequence  of  the  orders  given  to  the  fer- 
^leant  at  arms,  that  officer  went  to  the  houfes  of  the 
parties,  but  they  were  conllantly  denied  to  him  ^ 
and  their  fervants  even  accompanied  their  anfwers 
with  contemptuous  fneers,  which  the  officer  re¬ 
ported  to  the  houfe  •  whereupon  it  was  refolved  to 
addrefs  the  throne,  praying  his  majefty  to  iffue  hi^ 
royal  proclamation  againft  the  delinquents,  and 
offering  a  reward  for  apprehending  them  j  which 
was  accordingly  inferted  in  the  Gazette,  and  fifty 
pounds  a  piece  offered  for  taking  them. 

Hereupon,  Wheble,  one  of  the  printers  menfiT 
bned  in  the  proclamation,  was  apprehended,  and 
carried  before  Aldermarr  Wilkes  at  Guildhall,  and 
was  by  hirn  difeharged,  and  bound  over  in  a  re- 
cognizaiice  toprofecute  the  captor  for  an  affault 
and  falfe'impnfonment ;  who  was  alfo  obliged  to 
give  bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  feffions,  to 
anfwer  for  the  offence.  The  magiftrate  then 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  fecretaryof 
ffate,  informirig  him  of  his  proceedings,  and  the 
motives  which  led  him  fo  to  aft.  Wheble,  he  ob- 
fer  ved,  was  not  charged  with  any  crime  in  the  pro- 
ftamation,  arid  without  fome  crime  being  charg- 
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cd  and  proved,  it  was  violating  the  rights  of  an 
Englifhman,  as  well  as  the  chartered  privileges 
of 'the  city  of  London,  to  take  fuch  a  man  into 
cuftody. 

Thompfon,  the  other  printer,  was  apprehends, 
cd  in  like  manner  ;  and  iri  like  manner  difeharged 
by  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver.  Certificates  were  given 
by  the  two  magiftrates  to  the  parties  who  appre¬ 
hended  Whebie  and  Thompfon,  teilifying  their 
having  brought  the  perfons  deferibed  in  t!ie  pro¬ 
clamation  before  them,  whereby  they  might  lay 
claim  to  the  reward  offered  in  the  proclamation* 
The  claimants  had  literally  executed  the  bufinefs 
for  which  the  reward  was  promifed,  in  carrying  the 
perfons  deferibed  before  proper  magiftrates,  as 
was  diredled  to  be  done  ;  but  the  whole  was  evi¬ 
dently  a  mere  collufion,  and  utterly  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  proclamation.  The 
lords  of  the  treafury  therefore,  refufed  to 
pay  the  reward  for  a  tranfadion  fo  nuga-r 
tory. 

The  houfe  of  Commons  feemed  to  grow  more 
determined  in  its  refentment  upon  being  thus  baf¬ 
fled.  Six  other  printers  were  named;  and  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made,  feconded,  and  agreed  to,  that  they 
fhould  be  proceeded  againtt.  Miller,  the  printer 
of  the  London  Evening  Poft,  one  of  the  fix,  wasf 
,  apprehended  by  a  meffenger  of  the  houfe  of  Com- 
,  mons,  in  his  own  houfe. ^  He  immediately  fent 
for  a  conftable,  whom  he  charged  to  take  the  mef¬ 
fenger  into  cuftody,  and  carried  him  to  the  Manfi- 
oadioufe,  before  Brafs  Crofby,  the  lord  Mayor; 
where  the  aldermen  Wilkes  arid  Oliver  like  wife 
fat.  The  deputy  ferjeant  art  arms  attended,  and 
demanded  in  the  name  of  the  Speaker,  that 
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both  the  mcffenger  and  the  printer  fhould  be  dc« 
livered  up  to  him  ;  this  was  refufed  by  the  lord 
inayor,  who  afked  for  what  crime,  and  upon  what 
authority ^the  meffenger  had  arretted  the  printer 
it  was  aniwered,  that  he  had  done  it  by  warrant 
from  the  Speaker.  It  was  then  aiked,  if  that 
l^arrant  had  been  backed  by  a  city  magiftrate  ; 
■which  being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  the  warrant 
was  demanded,  and  after  much  altercation  produ¬ 
ced;  and  its  invalidity  being  argued  by  the  prin¬ 
ter’s  counfel,  the  three  magittfates  prefent  dif- 
charged  him  from  confinement.  Miller  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  lodge  a  complaint  againft  the  meffen- 
ger^  for  an  affault  and  falfe  imprifonment,  and 
having  proved  the  fails  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the 
court,  the  meffenger  was  alked  for  bail ;  which 
the  ferjeant  having  refufed  to  comply  with,  a  war¬ 
rant  for  his  commitrnent  to  prifon  was  made  out, 
and  figned  by  the  lord  mayor  and  the  two  aider- 
men  ;  which  was  no  fooner  executed,  than  the  fer¬ 
jeant  confented  to  the  giving  of  bail,  which  wa^ 
admitted.  ‘  ‘  .  ^  . 

The  boldnefs  of  this  proceeding,  and  the  open 
defiance  which  was  hurled  at  parliamentary  privii 
leges,  when  claimed  independent  of  law,  afto- 
nilhed  the  nation ;  wliilft  the  indignation  of  the 
houfc  at  the  infult  which  their  officer  had  received, 
rofe  to  a  height  that  feemed  to  threaten  fevere 
chaftifement  to  the  magifterial  triumvirate.  The 
ford  mayor  and  Mr.  Oliver,  being  members  of  the 
houfe,v  were  ordered  to  attend  in  their  places* 
and  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  The 
two  members  accordingly  attended.  The  lord 
Mayor  was  much  indifpofed;  he  juttified  his 
conduft  by  the  oath  of  office  he  had  taken, 
and  by  which  he  was  obliged  to  obferve  invio¬ 
lable  the  franchifes  of  the  city  gf  London.  He 
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farther  alledged,  that  the  city  charters  exempted 
citizens  from  any  law-procefs  being  ferved,  by 
any  gtlier  than  their  own  proper  officers.  He 
pleaded,  that  thefe  chartered  privileges  were  re~ 
cognized  by  an  a<5l  of  parliament.  Such  being 
the  obligations  under  which  he  was  laid,  as,  chief 
magiftrate,  it*became  his  indifpenfable  duty  to  a6t 
in  the  manner  he  had  done,  and  prayed  to  be  heard 
by  counfel;  but  this  was  not  permitted,  it  being 
obferved,  that  it  was  abfurd  for  counfel  to  be  fuf- 
fered  to  plead  at  the  bar  of  that  houfe,  againft  its 
privileges  :  the  rejedling  this  requeft  to  be  heard 
by  counfel,  was  allb  fupported  by  a  precedent, 
drawn  from  the  reigii  of  Henry  VIII.  j 

The  lord  mayor’s  clerk' was  then  ordered  to  at-r, 
tend  with  the  book  of  minutes ;  and  being  order-* 
ed  up  to  the  table,  a|  motion  was  ‘made  and  car¬ 
ried,  that  the  recognizance  of  Whittam  the  mef- 
fenger,  which  was  there  entered,  fhould  be  erafed 
out  of  the  book;  after  which,  a.  fefolution  was 
pafled,  that  there  fhould  be  no  farther  proceedings 
at  law  in  that  cafe. 

Confidering  the  difpofition  which  was  fhewn  to 
difpute  the  authority  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
the  permitting  the  clerk  to  attend  with  the  mi¬ 
nutes,  in  confequence  of  an  order  from  the 
Speaker,  will  appear  to  be  giving  up  the  point 
for  which  they  contended,  in  that  inftance.  In¬ 
deed,  the  order  might  have  been  complied  with, 
lor  the  purpofe  of  infnaring  the  houfe;  on  the 
fjppofitton  that  more  difgrace  would  accrue 
from  tlieir  erafing  a  public  record,  than  from 
reiterated  contempt  being  fliewa  to  its  fum-^ 
monfes.  But  the  true  reafon  was,  that  the  al- 
deyman  v/ho  then  fat,  was  not  difpofed  to  main¬ 
tain  the  conteft. 
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This  new  kmd  of  noUpro/equi  was  fl:rongIy,iii^ 
weighed  againft  by  many  members.  It  was, 
they  faid,  affuming  and  exercifmg  a  power  of  the 
ipoft  dangerous  nature,  with  which  the  conftitutir 
on  had  not  intrufted  any  part  of  the  Icgiflature  ; 
and  that  the  effacing  of  a  record,  flopping  the 
courfe  of  juftice,  and  fufpending  the  law  of  the 
land,  were  among  the  heavieft  charges  that  could 
be  brought  againft  the  moft  arbitrary  del^ot. 

The  advocates  for  the  privileges  of  the  hdufe 
maintained,  that  the  charter  of  the  city  of  London 
being  granted  by  the  crown,  no  rights,  thereby 
conveyed,  could  ioterfere  with  the  inherent  privi¬ 
leges  of  that  houfe^  as  the  crown  itfelf  had  nq 
power  to  make  fuch  grants,  the  privileges  of  the 
fipule  of  Commons  being  a  check  upon  the  other 
branches  of  the  legiflature  ;  that  confequentl)^^ 
their  caufe  ^as  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  of  phe 
people  at  large  ;  and,  if  the  powers  of  the,  houfe  of 
Commons  were  weakened,  the  fecurity  of  liberry 
would  be  equally  fo.  It  was  then  refolved,  that 
the  difeharging  of  Miller  from  the  ciiflody  of  -the 
meffenger,  was  a  breach  of  privilege.  The  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  refolution,  tw^q  hundred  and  feventy-: 
two  agai^M  ninety.  The  houfe  then  refolved,  'that 
it  was  a  breach  of  privilege  to  apprehend  the  mef¬ 
fenger  of  the  houfe  executing  his  warrant,  under 
pretence  of  an  affault ;  and  that  it  was  a  breach  of 
privilege,  to  hold  the  meffenger  to  bail  for  fiich 
pretended  affault.  The  'bufinefs,  when  advanced 
to  this  ftage,  had  detained  the  houfe  till  one  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  Mr.iOliver  was  then  aiked,  what 
he  had  to  urge  In  his  defence  ?  He  replied,  that 
he  owned  and  gloried  in  the  fa  ft  laid  to  his  charge ; 
no  juftification,  he  knew,  xould  .avert  the  punifh- 
ment  intended  for  him  ;  he  was  confeious  of  hav¬ 
ing  dorie  his  duty,  and  was  indifferent  about  the 
■f  *  confequences  ^ 
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<ronfee[u  fertces  •  arid  as  he  thought  it  irt  vain  to  at#*- 
|)eal  to  jufticCj  fo  he  defied  the  threats  of  power. 

Hereupon  it  was  moved,  that  Mr.  Oliver  fhould 
'  be  fent  to  the  Tower  j  which,  after  much  warm 
debate,  was  carried  by  one  hundred  and  feventy 
to  fifty-eight,  and  he  was  accordingly  conveyed 
thither  at  that  late  hour,  by  virtue  of  the  Speak¬ 
er’s  warrant.  The  lord  mayor  being,  at  that 
time,  much  indifpofed,  the  proceedings  againft 
him  were  deferred. 

Whilft  thefe  matters  were  depending  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  a  court  of  common  council  wasfummoned  at 
Guildhall,  when  Alderman  Trecothic  officiated  as 
locum  tenens  for  the  lord  mayor.  Public  thanks, 
in  writing,  were  there  Voted  to  the  lord  mayor  and 
the  two  aldermen,  for  having  fupported  the  pri¬ 
vileges  and  franchifes  of  the  city,  and  defended 
our  excellent  conftitiition.  A  committee  of  four 
aldermen  and  eight  commoners,  was  alfo  appoinf- 
■  ed  to  alfift  them  in  making  their  defence,  with  ih- 
ftru(ftions  to  employ  fuch  counfel  as  they  fliould 
think  proper  upon  this  important  occafion,  and 
powers  to  draw  upon  the  chamber  of  London  for 
any  fum  not  exceeding  5G0I. 

Two  days  after  the  commitment  of  Mr.  Oliver*, 
the  lord  mayor,  with  his  committee,  attended  the 
houfe  of  Common.s  to  receive  his  lentence.  The 
populace,  on  this  occafion,  affembled  in  vaft  crowds, 
and  mahy  -violences  were  committed  on  fuch 
members  of  parliament  as  had  incurred  their  refent- 
ment.  The  whole  ftrength  of  the  civil  power  was 
cxerted-on  this  occafion,  to  repel  the  popular  fury  j 
and,  at  length,  by  the  interpofition  and  perfuafion 
of  fome  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  who 
flood  on  the  bell  terms  with  the  people,  the  mob 
were  prevailed  upon  to  retire  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  W^rainllcr-hall,  which  they  had,  in  a  man-- 
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licr,  clofely  befieged.  ‘The  military  power  was 
hot' called  forth  upon  this  day's  tumult,  altho’  a 
large  body,  both  of  horfe  and  foot,  were  in  readi- 
nefs^  if  exigencies  demanded  their  ihterpofition. 

■  The  houfe  being  alTembled,  the  lord  mayor  faid, 
he  looked  upon  his  cafe  as  already  prejudged^ 
and  would  therefore  add  nothing  to  what  he  had 
before  urged  in  his  defence.  The  houfe,  however, 
on  account  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health,  were  inclined 
to  fhew  him  fome  indulgence ;  and  it  was  moved, 
that  he  fhould  be  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  fer- 
jeant  at  armSj  inftead  of  being  fent  to  the  Tower  ; 
but  the  magiftrate  difclaimed  all  fuch  lenity,  and 
laid,  that  whatever  might  be  his  ftate  of  .  health, 
he  gloried  in  undergoing  the  fame  fate  as  his  friend. 
The  queftion  for  his  commitment  to  the  Tower 
was  then  put,  and  carried  by  two  hundred  and 
two  againft  thirty-  nine.  On  his  way  thither,  al- 
though  it  was  now  midnight,  the  populace  took  his 
horfes  from  his  coach,  and  drew  it  to  Temple-bar. 
When  arrived  there,  they  fhut  the  city  gates,  and 
infifted  on  the  deputy  ferjeant,  who  accompanied 
the  lordmayor,  quitting  the  coach,  and  proceeding 
no  farther.  The  lord  mayor  was  hereupon  obliged 
tointerpofe,  and  by  affuring  them  that  the  gentle- 
men,  who  were  with  him,  were  his'  narficular 

^  ^  ^  4. 

friends,  and  were  to  accompany  him  home,  re- 
’  moved  their  apprehenfions.  They  then  proceed¬ 
ed  to  drag  the  carriage  onwards,  with  lliouts  of 
applaufe,  to  the  manfion-houfe,  where  the  ovati¬ 
on  ended.  His  lordihip,  as  foon  as  the  mob  dif- 
perfed,  proceeded  privately  to  the  Tower. 

The  two  piifoners  were  foon  after  brought  up^ 
by  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas,  when,  after  a  full  hearing  of  their  counfel, 
the  judges  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the 
TOurt  was  not  competent  to  judge  of  the  conduft 

of 
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of  the  houfe  of  commons;  wheceupon  the  nrh* 
toners  were  remanded,  and  continued  in  tneir 
confinerhent  until  the  end  of  the  feffion,  receiving 
addrelfes  of  thanks  and  congratulations  from  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

It  required  no  uncommon  fhare  of  difcernmenf 
id  foretel,  that  the  inflexibility  of  the  city  ma- 
giftrates,  would  entangle  the  houfe  of  Commons 
in  a  dilpute,  in  which  they  had  every  thing  to 
lofe  and  nothing  to  gain;  but  the  difgraces 
,  which  this  precipitate  conduft  drew  after  it,  were 
hot  completed  by  the  commitment  of  the  lord 
mayor.  The  fupporters  of  parliamentary  edidls, 
were  now  extremely  ernbarrafled  how  to  proceed 
againft  the  other  culprit,  Mr.  Wilkes ;  they  had 
already  experienced  both  his  firmnefs  and  abili-. 
.  ties,  and  appeared  really  afraid  of  encountering  a 
man  of  his  unconquerable  fpirit.  Thofe  who 
wilhed  farther  to  involve  the  houfe,  alked,  why 
that  gentleman  was  allowed  to  triumph  in  his  con- 
tutnacy?  Was  he  above  or  below  the  law?  Was 
it  fear  or  conterript  that  diftated  fuch  a  condud  ? 

,  Thefe  farcafms  occafioned  an  order  to  be  iflued* 
that  Mr.  Wilkes  fhould  attend ;  but  inftead  of 
obeying  the  fummons,  that  gentleman  addrefled 
a  letter  to  the  Speaker,  in  which  he  obferved. 

that  in  the  order  for  his  attendance,  no  notice 
was  taken  of  his  being  a  member  of  the  houfe, 

,  and  that  he  fhould  attend  in  his  place ;  which 
circumftance,  he  fajd,  according  to  the  fettled 
form,  ought  to  have  been  mentioned.  In  the 
name  of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex  he  again 
demanded  his  feat  in  parliament,  being  ready  to 
take  the  oaths  prefcribed  by  law,  and  to  give  in 
his  qualification  as  knight  of  the  fhire.  When, 
thus  admitted  to  his  feat,  he  would  give  the  houfe 
Sin  exa(ft  detail,  which  would  neccffarily  compre- 
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tichd  a  full  juffification  of  his  condu(£l^  relative  to 
'the  late  illegal  proclamation;  equally  injurious  to 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the  rights  of  the 
fubjefts;  and  likewife  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the 
V  printers.  He  had  a£led,  he  faid,  entirely  from  a 
fenfe  of  duty  to  the  great  city,  whofe  franchifes 
he  was  fworn  to  maintain,  and  to  his  country, 
whofe  noble  conftitution  he  revered,  and  whofe 
liberties,  at  the  price  of  his  blood,  to  the  laft  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  life,  he  would  defend  and  fupport.” 

This  letter  a  member  prefented  to  the  Speaker 
whilft  the  honfe  was  fitting  ;  but  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  being  taken,  it  was  neither  received’nor  ad¬ 
mitted  fo  be  read.  Other  orders  were  iffued  for 
his  attendance,  to  which  he  paid  no  regard.  At 
length,  a  few  days  before  the  recefs  at  Eafter,  the 
houfe  hit  upon  fuch  an  expedient  to  get  rid  of  this 
bufinefs,  as  fully  proved  the  deep  dilemma  into 
Which  they  were  plunged :  they  iffued  an  order 
that  he  fliould  attend  on  the  eighth  of  April,  and 
then  adjourned  to  the  ninth.  So  much  had 
the  idea  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  from  whence  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings  originated,  been  loft  in  the  eonteft  l 

Such  members  as  from  the  firft  had  oppofed 
thefe  meafures,  did  not  fail  to  utter  the  moft  mor¬ 
tifying  reproaches  on  the  ignominious  conclufioa 
of  this  unfortunate  bufinefs.  They  faid,  every 
exertion  which  the  houfe  had  made,  in  defence 
of  their  privileges,  had  only  tended  to  lower  the 
eftimation  in  which  their  power  was  held  by  the 
‘World.  Their  commands  were  not  obeyed,  nor  their 
punifhments  dreaded  ;  for  the  people  having  con¬ 
verted  them  into  marks  of  honour,  they  muft  be 
confidered  as  conferring  rewards.  The  majority 
ill  the  houfe,  not  only  felt,,  but  acknowledged 
the  propriety  of  thefe  remarks ;  but  they  were  de- 
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Jirous  of  taking  fome  meafures  by  which  thefe 
tonfequeric^s  might  be  removed,  and  the  power 
and  privileges  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  eltablith- 
ed  on  a  refpeftable  bafis.'  Accordingly  a  fpecial 
committee  was  chofen  by  ballot,  for  the  purpofe 
6f  alTerting  and  maintaining  their  dignity.  The 
refult  of  Inch  ah  appointment  excited  great  eX- 
pedfations  in  the  public,  and  nothing  fhort  of  ex- 
jpulfion  and  difqualification  was  expedled  to  fall 
6n  the  imprifoned  members,  whilft  the  punilh- 
ment  which  awaited  Mr;  Wilkes  was  more  doubt¬ 
fully  augured.  After  the  committee  had  fat  a 
tonfiderable  time,  they  reported  to  the  houfe, 
the  various  cafes  which  appeared  upon  the  jour¬ 
nals,  in  which  that  houfe  had  exercifed  the  power 
of  apprehenfion  and  imprifonraent ;  and  conclud¬ 
ed  with  recommending  to  the  houfe,  that  J.  Mil¬ 
ler  fhould  be  taken  into  cuftody ;  which  meafurei 
however,  the  houfe  did  not  think  fit  to  adopt  j 
and  this  long  proiradted  and  difgraceful  conteft 
was  finally  given  up.  Not  but  many  able  fpeak- 
ers  laboured  to  bring  the  houfe^  to  eXercife  the 
power  of  which  it  was  pofTelfed,  of  expelling  its 
refraiftofy  members ;  and  as  it  was  an  offence 
committed  immediately  ag^inft  that  legiflative 
body,  they  urged  the  greater  propriety  of  fuch  a 
ftep  in  this  inftance,  even  than  in  the  late  expul- 
fion  of  Mr.  Wilkes;  who  at  that  time,  had  not 
filled  up  the  meafure  of  his  iniquity  by  adding 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  parliament  to  his 
other  crimes;  but  the  miniftry  were  unwilling  to 
make  fo  bold  a  ufe  of  the  precedent  which  had 
been  fo  very  recently  eftablifhed;  and  it  appear¬ 
ed'  to  many,  to  be  extremely  doubtful,  whether 
it  would  be  in  the  pov/er  of  government  to  make 
iiead  againft  th&  clamour  and  difeontent-  which. 
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fuch  a  proceeding  would  excite ;  and  as  the  lea'll 
of  the  two  evils,  the  houfe  of  Commons  was  left 
to  bear  its  difgrace,  rather  than  the  nation  fliould 
be  plunged  into  anarcliy. 

The  news-papers,  from  henceforth,  threw  off 
all  rellraint,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  feffion^, 
tlie  daily  proceedings  of  parliament  were  circum- 
ftantially  related  in-  the  prints  of  the  ncxf  morn¬ 
ing  ;  and  whether  the  fentiments  and  expreffions 
of  each  member,  were  fairly  given,  or  grofsly 
perverted,;  depending  on  the  capacity  or  humour 
of  the  writer,  for  the  houle  no  longer  fulminated 
againft  traducers. 

.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  feffiony  a  bill  was 
brought  in,  to  enable,  the  Eaft  India  Company  tcD 
raife  and  fupport  a  military  force,  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  their  fettlements.  Thereby 
that  body  was  to  be  empowered  to  raife  two  thou¬ 
sand  men,  who  were  to  be  paid  by  the  company^ 
but  the  officers  were  to  be  appointed  by  the 
crown.  This  force  was  to  be  compofed  of  fix 
hundred  German  proteftants,  feven  hundred  Irifh 
catholics,  and  feven  hundred  were  to  be  raifed  in 
England.  Thefe  troops  weie  to  be  fubjeCl  to  the 
'military  laws,  during  their  continuance  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  fourteen  hundred  of  them  were  to  be 
annually  fent  to  t!ie  Eafl-Indies.  It  farther  em¬ 
powered  the  company’s  officers  to  recruit  with 
beat  of  drum,  in  the  manner  praCVifed  by  the  re¬ 
gular  troops. 

Among  the  numerous  inftances  which  the  pre- 
.fent  age  produces,  of  the  departure  of  govern¬ 
ments  and  inrferior  communities,  horn  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  they  were  at  firll  formed,  the 
transformation  of  a  body  of  merchants  into  fove^ 
reigns,  virtually  pp^refling  a  large,  rich,,  and  po^- 
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pulous  kingdom,  is  the  moft  fingular  and  remark* 
able.^  Fourteen  years  had  not  elapfed,  fince  their 
principal  fettlerrient  in  Bengal,  became,  fubjeft  to 
a  barbarous  enemy,  and  their  governor,  council, 
and  chief  officers,  were  driven,  like  ari  herd  of 
cattle,  into  a  noifome  dungeon,  nliferably  to  pe- 
nffi.  [t  then  hurlg,  nicely  fufpended  in  the  fcalesi 
of  fate,  whether  the  company  (liould  poflefs  a 
foot  of  land  in  thofe  very  territories,  ,over  which^ 
in  lefs  than  a  twelve  month  afterwards,  they  gain¬ 
ed  a  controlling  power. 

The  poffeffion  of  the  territorial  revenues  of  the 
provinces  of  Bengal,.  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  had' 
opened  fuch  inviting  profpeds  to  ambitious  and 
raj^acious  men,  that  the  original  nlode  of  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  beneficial  traffic  With  the  natives,  by 
conciliating  their  good-will  and  confidence,  was 
entirely  loft,  in  an  intemperate  rage  for  conqueft, 
and  eftabliffiing  the  power  of  the  fv/ord  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  juftice  and  humanity.  The  reprefen- 
tations  which  the  company’s  fervants  in  India, 
made  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  there,  appeared  to 
be  fo  congenial  to  the  interefts  of  the  proprie- 
tary,  that  the  revenues  of  the  country  became  art 
objedl  as  eagerly  fought  after  as  its  itianufac- 
tur^ :  and,  as  grants  extorted  by  force  of  arms, 
muft  be  held  by  the  fame  means,  a  continual 
upply  of  frefh  troops  from  Europe  was  necef- 
lary ;  the  climate  being  much  more  fatal  to  the 

Common  men,  than  the  enemies  againft  whom 
they  were  led. 

The  application,  which  the  company  now* 
rnade  to  parliament,  was  fupported  by  the  weight 
o  government.  The  imports  of  the  company 

I  ^  diredlly  into  the  exchequer^ 

and  the  Afiatic  wealth  which  centered  in  the  na*' 
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tion,  greatly  increared  every  branch  of  the 
lie  revenue  in  the  courfe  of  it's  circulation :  antf 
what  government,  new  fubfifting  on  earth,  would 
facrifice  fuch  irnportant  objedls  of  finance,  for  the' 
prefervation'  of  public  virtue  and  the  honour  of 
the  national  charaft'er 

Many  weighty  objedions,-- however,  were  madfc' 
tb  this  bill;  that'  it  was  Unconftitutional 
keep  an  armed  power  in-  the  kingdom,-  which 
was  independent  of  parliament  for  us  pay that; 
the  introducing  of  foreign  troops  was  contrary  to- 
the  ad  of  fettlement ;  and,  that  it  was  highly' 
dangerous  to  eftablifh  fuch  a  precedent.  The’ 
replies  made  tb  thefe  objedions,  v/ere  chiefly  di- 
red'ed,  to  Ihew  the  expediency  of  the  meafure, 
in  order  to  remove  die  inconveniencies  which  the 
company  laboured  under.  It  was  obferved,  that 
a  greater  number  of  men  were  every  year  fent 
off  at  prefen  t,  than  was  provided  for  by  this  ad  j' 
But  many  were  obtained  in-  an  indired  and  un-’ 
warrantable  manner ;  fuch  were  the  arts  pradifeef 
by  the  kidnappers,  and  the  compulfions  ufed  in* 
Ipck-up  houfesy  and  that  it  was  with  a  view 
lo  render  thefe  means  of  recruiting  unneeef- 
lary,  that  the  prefent  plan  was  formed.  In¬ 
deed,  the  idea  of  procuring,  German  foldiers, 
was,  after  fome  time .  dropped  ;  and  many  re-' 
ftridions,'  as  to  the  regulation'  of  the  troops,- 
whilft  in  England,  were,  propofed ;  but,  after 
the  bill  had  been-  twice,  read,  &  great  majority 
in  favour  of  it,  having  beeri  obtained  each  time,:- 
if  was  thrown  out  on  the  third  reading.  The" 
parliament  rofe  on  the  8th  of  May. 

'T'he  death  of  .Lord  Halifax,  which  hap-^ 
pened  foon  after  the  riling  of  parliamenV 
OQcafioned-  fome  alterations  in  the  atTangement' 
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,of  the  great  officers  of  ftate.  The  Earl  of 
'Suffolk  fucceeded  to  .the  fecretaryfhip  for  the 
northern  department,  and  the  Duke  of  Graf- 
fucfeeded  .Lord  .^uffol|s.  ip  the  priyy-fe^L 
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teamen  voted — Petition  of  the  clergy  to  herelievedfrom 

fnhfcrihing  to  the  thirty-nine  articles - Arguments 

urged  on  both  Jides— Royal  marriage  hill — Mr. 
Sidliyan's  bill  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  Eaji 
India  Company — Lord  Clive's  defence  of  his  condvM 
— Reply  made — SeJebt  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
■  affairs  of  the  company — Bill  for  the  relief  of  protejl  ant 
dijffenters — L lews  of  the  minifer  for  the  redubbion 

of  the  national  debt - Obfervations  on  the  condition 

and  profpedls  of  the  nation  as  ciefcribed  by  Lord 
JAorth — Mr,  Alderman  Townfend  brings  the  quejlion 
on  the  Middlefex  eletlion  bef  ore  the  court  of  king's 

bench - Changes  in  various  departments - - 

Sudden  failures  in  the  city  of  London^  and  their  con^ 
fcqiiences. 


A 

until 


S  little  public  bufinefs  was  likely  to  employ 
the  two  hoiifes,  parliament  did  not  meet 
the  2ift  of  January  1772.  The  llrength  of 
the  miniitry  was  loon  found  to  be  increafed  by  fe- 
veral  members,  who  had,  on  former  occafions, 
diftinguillied  themfelves  by  cppofing  the  mea- 
furesof  adminiftration,  who  were  now  induced  to 
change  their  fentiments,  and  give  their  entire 
lupport  to  government.  A  ftate  of  public  tran¬ 
quillity  imparts  liability  to  a  minifter,  and  as  it 
frees  him  from  thofe  reftraints  which  oppofmg  fen¬ 
timents  create,  it  yields  fcope  for  the  exercife  of 
his  talents,  and  the  application  of  them  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  interefts  of  the  ftate. 

Twenty-five  thoufand  feamen  were  voted  for 
the'fervice  of  the  current  year,  and  although  it 
y/as  objeded  that  fo  large  a  number  in  time  of 
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'ptact  wo’jld  add  half  a  million  to  the  public  bur* 
den,  it  v/as  carried  without  a  divifion.  Sound  po¬ 
licy  dilates,  that  our  grand  national  fecurity 
fhould  be  ever  affiduoufly  attended  to,  even  in  the 
moft  quiet  times  ;  but  Tailors  upon  paper,  are  de- 
ftfudlive  means  of  peculation.  A  great  reform  iit 
the  guard  ibips  v/as  promited  :  the  condudf  with 
refpecd  to  them  was  declared  to  have  beenfo  (hame- 
ful,  that  f<^r  many  years  back  they  had  been  con- 
fidered  merely  as  jobs ;  and,  it  was  faid,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  late  expected  war,  there  were  nei¬ 
ther  lliips  nor  men  fit  for  fervice  ;  but  that  things 
were -now  fo  much  altered  for  the*  better,  that 
twenty  of  the  beft  fiiips  in  the  navy  were  kept 
upon  that  duty,  and  were  in  fuch  complete  con¬ 
dition,  and  fo  nearly  manned,  that  a  flight  prefs 
would  at  any  time  enable  them  in  a  few  days  to 
proceed  to  fea  :  that  the  reft  of  the  fleet  was  alfo 
in  good  condition  *,  and  that  in  abo^it  a  year,  wc 
fliould  have  near  eighty  fliips.of  the  line  fit  for 
fervice,  befides 'thofe  that  were -upon  foreign 
duty.  '  • 

^  The  halcyon  days  of  peace,  with  which  the  na¬ 
tion  was  now  bleffed,  afforded  a  favourable  op-- 
portunity  for  introducing  reformations  in  the  ftate^ 
and  modelling  legal  eftablifhments  in  conformity 
to  the  changes  of  times,  and  the  fuller  difcovery 
of  truth,  wnich  had  been  made  through  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  ages,  A  petition  was  therefore  prefented 
to  thehoufe  of  Commons,^  by  Sir  William 'Mere* 
riith,  figned  by  a  great’  number’  of  tlie 'clergy- 
church  of  England,  and  members  of 
pie  profeilion  of  civil  law  and  phyfic,  praying 

relief  from  the  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  ar¬ 
ticles  of  faith. 

•  Thih 
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-  T  his  petition  ftated  it  be  one  of  the  great  prip* 
ciples  of  the  proteftant  religion,  that  every  thing 
neceflary  to  falvation,  is  fully  and  fufficiently 
contained  in  the  holy  fcriptures  y  that  the  peti¬ 
tioners  have  an  inherent  right,  which  they  hold 
from  God  only,  to  make  full  and  free  ufe  of 
their  private  judgment  in  the  interpretation  of 
thole  fcriptures ;  that  though  thefe  were  the  libe  ^ 
iral  and  original  principles  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  upon  which  the  reformation  from  pope- 
ty  was  founded,  they  had  been  deviated  from  iri 
the,  laws  relative  to  fubfcription;  by  which  they 
are  'deprived  of  their’  invaluable  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  required  to  acknowledge  certain  ar¬ 
ticles  and  confeilions  of  faith  and  doditrine,  drawn.* 
up  by  fallible  men,  to  be  all  and  every  of  therp 
Agreeable  to  the  fcriptures.  '  ' 

’  Such  fubfcriptions  were  farther  reprefented,  a? 
a  great  hinderance  'to  the  fpreading  of  true  re¬ 
ligion,  as.  they  difcouraged  free  enquiries  into  the 
real  fenfe  .of  the  (acred  writings,  tended  to  divide 
communions,  and  to  caufe  mutual  diflike  among 
fellow  prdteftants.  That  the  diverfity  of  opini¬ 
ons,  held  upon  many  of  thefe  articles,  occafion- 
ed  great  animofity  and  ill-will  among  the  efta- 
blifhed  clergy;  that  they  afforded.an  opportunity 
to  unbelievers  to  charge  them  with  preyarication, 
knd  with  being  guided  by  interefted  and  political* 
views,  in  fubfcribing  to 'articles  which  they  could 
not  believe,  and  about  which  no  tw'o  v/ere  agreed 
in  opinion  ;  and  that,  they  afforded  a  handle  to  pa-, 
pifts,  to  reproach-  them  with  their  inconfiftency, 
by  departing  from  the  principles  on  which  they 
had  grounded  their  reparation  from  them,  and 
now  admitting  of  human  ordinances,  and  doubtful 
3^.nd.j3recarioi]s  doftrines,  though  they  pretended 

'  M  ..........  . 
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that  the  feripture  alone  was  certain  and  fufficient 
falvation. 

The  two  profeflibns  of  civil  law  and  phyfic, 
complained  of  the  hardihips  they  fuffered,  at 
one  of  the  uni verfi ties  particularly,  where  they 
were  obliged,  at  their  firil  admillion,  or  matricu^ 
lation,  and  at  an  age  fo  immature  for  difquifiti^ 
ons  and  decifions  of  Inch  moment,  to  fubfcribc 
their  unfeigned  alTent  to  a  variety  of  theological 
propofitions,  in  order  to  be  able  to  attain  acade*^ 
mica!  degrees  in  their  refpecftive  feculties;  and 
that  their  private  opinions  upon  thofe  fubjeds  can 
be  of  no  cqofequence  to  the  public,  as  the  courfe 
of  tneir  Itudies  and  the  attention  to  their  pradice, 
neither  aflford  them  the  means  or  the  leifure, 
examine  into  the  propriety,  or  nature  of  fuch ‘pro- 
politions.  They  alfo  lamented  the  misfortune  of 
their  fons,  who,  at  an  age  before  the  habit  of  re- 
fieciion  can  be  formed,  or  their  judgment  matur¬ 
ed,  may  be  irrecoverably  bound  down  in  points 
of  the  higheft  confequence,  to  the  opinions  and 
tenets  of  a*ges  lefs  informed  than  their  own. 

Sir  William  Meredith,  after  having  brought  up 
the^  petition,  faid,  that  the  prayer  of  it  was  of 
luch  importance,  as  highly  merited  the  molt  fe- 
rious  confideration  ;  as  grievances  which  affed 
^  the  confcience,  are  of  all  others  the  moil  grievous: 
that  it  ^was  repugnant  to  that  liberality  of  fenti- 
ment  wnich  happily  prevailed  in  the  prefent  age^- 
to  oblige  people  to  fubfcribe  to  the  truth  of  arti^ 
c  es  which  they  could  not*  believe;  fuch  injundi- 
ons 'tended  to  eftablifhj  under  a  religious  audio- 
rity,  hribits  of  prevarication^  and  irreligion  :  and 
w^ere  produdive  of  great  licentioufnefs  in  th^ 

^  farther  tendency  to  deftroy 
.^hnitian  charity .  The  removal  of  thefe  unworthv 
|hackle.s,  he  'affirmed,  would  give  a  firmnefs  of 

ftrengiii 
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ftreng’tli  to  tlie  eftablilhed  church  of  England, - 
which  nothing  could  lliake ;  nor  could  any  dang^ 
er  .arife  from  fuch  a  reformation,  whilft  the  hierr 
archy  and  the  bifhops  exifted,  / 

'  Sir  Roger  Newdigate  was  the  great  champion  of 
the  high  church  party  upon  this  occafion.  He  confi? 
dered  the  petition  as  a  prayer  to  put  an  end  to  the 
very  being  of  the  church' of  England,  as  he  knew 
not  where  to  find  it,  as  a  national  church,  he  faid, 
but  in  Its  thirty-nine  articles  and  book  of  common 
prayer.  He  underftood,  he  faid,  that  the  greater 
number  of  thofe,  who  had  figned  the  petition, 
were  clergymen,  who  mull  therefore  fiave  fub?- 
fcribed  thele  exceptionable  articles  •,  fo  that  how*i 
ever  tender  their  confciences  are  at  prefent,  they 
could  quiet  them  fin  that  inftance.'  It  was  fiicli 
tender  confciences,  he  faid,  that  fubverted  the 
church  of  England  in  the  laft  century  and  he 
foretold,  that  fimiia'r  confequences  would  now  en-^ 
fue,  if  the  houfe  granted  the  indulgence  prayed 
for.  The  houfe,  he  faid,  had  no  power  to  difpenfe 
with  oaths,  nothing  could  relieve  thofe  who  had 
already  fjbfcribed.  He  maintained,  that  the  houfe 
could  not  receive  the  petition,  for  to  comply  with 
it,  would  bea  dired  breach  of  the  articles  of  union, 
by  which  England  and  Scotland  are  now  knit  to¬ 
gether.  Our  king,  as  the  third  part  of  the  ftate, 
U  bound  by  oath,  never  to  admit  any  alteration 
either  in'  the  liturgy  or  in  the  articles. 

•  Mr.^Hans  Stanley  fpoke  next,  with  much  niore 
moderation,  though  totally  againll  the  petition. 
He  exprefled  himfelf  defirous  of  Ihewing  all  due 
fefpeft-.to  fo  ferious  a  fubjed,  but  he  perceived  a 
fort  ofeontradidion  in  the  petition,  which  render^ 
cd  it  an  unfit  fiibjeft  of  future  deliberation  for  the 
houle.  Indeed,  it  was  not  entirely  a  new  propofi- 
ticn,  to  alter  the  religion  of  a  country,  it  had 
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been  done  here  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VT,  tf 
a  change  of  religion  takes  place  in  the  govern¬ 
ing  powers,  it  authorizes  fuch  an  alteration  ;  but 
he  obferved,  that  there  was  a  feeining  contra- 
didlion  in  the  inferior  number  coming  to  the 
jpajority  to  folicit  a  material  alteration  in  reli¬ 
gion*.  He  had  heard  it  pretty  generally  faid, 
that  it  was  the  original  intention  ,of  the  fublcri- 
bers,  to  object  to  certain  articles  of  the  thirty- 
nine,  and  to,  certain  parts  of  the  litany,  but  not 
being  able  to  agree  among,  thernl'cives  upon  the 
particular  parts,,  to  , be  .  expunged,  they  had 
brought  the  houfe,y  as  .well  as  thernfelves,,  into  a 
very  .  embarraijed,  fituation.  .  Tliefe  ,  gentlemen 
apply  to  become  members  of  .aij .  ecclefialtical 
Community,  namely,  the'church  of  England,  and 
in'  the  fame  breath,  they  defire  the  foundation, 
on  which  that  conftitution  i’s  ,  built,  to  be  re¬ 
moved.  ‘ 

He  declared  him  felf  as  warm  a  friend  to  tole¬ 
ration  as  any  one  within  thofe  walls,  but  he  con- 
fidered  toleration  as  a  relative  term,  lignifyino"  a 
community  whicii  liad  a  national'  church, 
tolerated  inferior  feds'.  Every  one  fhould  cer¬ 
tainly  b*,lieve  and  pioreis  that,  \\^hich  in  his  own 
mind,  appears  beft  and  moft  acceptable  to  the 
Supreme  Being  :  but  'thele  petitioners,  he  faid, 
feemed  to  wep  the  garb  of  private  fedaries.  If 
they  have  a.ifiind,  under  the  fandion  of  tolera- 
tion,  to  teach  what  they  pleafe,  allow  them  fo  to 
do,  but  let  them  not,  under  the  garb  of  the. 
churca  of  England,  teach  luch  dodrines.  Such 

a  con- 

♦  There  were  about  two  hundred  and  forty  names  to  the 
petition,  it  was  reckoned  that  two  hundred  clergymen  had 
igned  It.  l.he  clergy  of  the  church  of  England  were  calcu¬ 
lated  to  amount  to  twenty  thoufand,  by  a  member  of  the 
itDiile  oi  Coiiiiiions  on  anoih^r  occufioi)# 
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a  conduct  would  be  abfurd,  if  it  was  folln^vcd 
by  any. particular  feft,  how,  much  more  fo  to  be 
adopted  by  the  eftabliflied  church  !  No  reformer, 
he  infilled,  v.'hofe  nahie  has .  been  tranfmitted 
down  to  us  with  any  honour  and  approbation, 
ever  framed  fo  wild  an.  idea,  as  that  of  putting 
all  religious  creeds  upon  a  level.  '  ■  " 

The  firft  queftion '  is,'  Do'  you  believe  the  holy 
“  fcriptiires?  The  fecond  is,  In  what  fenfe  do  <you 
-tmderftand  them  ^  If  all  the  founders  of  religioust 
fyftems,  fays  he,  were  alive  at  the  fame  time.  If 
am  perfuaded  they  would  compofe  as  numerous? 
an  army,  as  that  with  which  Alexander  fubdued 
the  Perfian  empire,  yet  eyery  one  of  them  would 
derive  his  tenets  from  the  fcriptures  •  but  the 
wifdom  of  all  countries  has  rather  chofen  to  trull 
“to  explanations,  derived  from  the  mature  labour 
fl.nd  confideration  of  a  verrerabie  and  pious  hier¬ 
archy,  than  .to  the  crude  fancies  and  notions  of 
every  aflumjng^dogmatizer,  who  defires  to  make 
himfelf .  famous  for  the  fingularity  of  his  fentir 
ments  :  on  ^this  account,  fyftems  and  creeds  have 
prevailed  all  over  chriftendom. 

Where  is  the  great  hardfhip  to  perfons,  jwhp 
from  fcruples  of  their  own,  which  they  m4y  be 
very  much  in  the  right  to  indulge,  if  they  are 
fincere,  for  them  to  take  to  other  virtuous  emT 
ployments;  if  they  cannot  accept  of  church- 
preferments  oq.  the  terms  upon  which  they  are 
now  to  be  taken?  But  at  the  fame  time  he  al¬ 
lowed,  that'  there,  might  be  many  hard  cafes  ^ 
but  where  are  the  general  laws,  fays  he,  that 
can  guard  inconveniencies  to  indiviT 

duals  ? 

He'  concluded  with  laying,  that  he  thought 
the  peace  of  mankind  a  fortieth  article,  which  he 
valued  and  prized  as  much  as  the  whole  thirty-; 

'  '  '  '  '  •  "  nine's 


I 


t  ] 

iKne;  and  though  there' have  been  many  dffputes 
about  the  civil  adminiftra  tion  of  tliis  ccun  try,  yet 
refpeding  its  ecclefialtical  affairs,  we  have,  Vince 
the  acceiliori  of  the  houfe  ot  Hanover,  enjoyted 
more  pedce,  than  any  other  age,  or  any  other 
country  can  boaft  ;  he  therefore  begged  the  houfe 
to  cpnfider,' how  far  it  might  be  prudent  to  agitate 
this  matterj-  and  how  far  the  corrofives  of  reli¬ 
gious  controverfy,  thrown  in,  when  other  heats 
have  prevailed  too  much,  may  be  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  fatal  confequencesj  It  is  inconliffent,  it  is’ 
dangerous,  to  bring  fuch  a  bufinets  before  par¬ 
liament  for  though  a  free  country  may  alter  any 
law,  for  law  is  the  creature  of  the  legiflature 
and  can  be  altered,  yet  there  are  laws  fo  funda¬ 
mental,  that  they  cannot  be  altered  withouf 
fliaking  the  bafts  of  the  ftatev 

Mr.  Wedderburne  (folicitblr-general)  was  alfo 
of  opinion,  that  to  fubfcribe  a  belief  of  fome  cer¬ 
tain  articles  of  faith,  was-  neceffary  for  the  clerev 
m  any  eflablilhment ;  the  church  ef  SS 
one  of  the  moft  liberal  eftablifhments  in  Europe* 
he  laid,  impofed  fuch  forms  on  their  clergy* 
the  objeaion  to  granting  the  petifion,  becSifo 
U .  would  violate  the  ad  of  union,  he  however 
Hiewed  to  be  ill  founded,  as  it  had  been  in  fuch 
A  fenfe  violated  both  with  refped  to  England  and 
to  bcotland,  the  legiflature  having  exerted  a  pow- 
er  of  altering  church-government  fince  the  union, 
by  the  aa  againft  occafional  conformity  in  Eng- 
an  ,  and  that  which  deftroyed  eleiStive  patron¬ 
ages  in  Scotland,  by  the  latter  of  which  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  large  were  deprived  of  the  right  of  eledfin^- 
their  pallors.  ®  " 

It  was  obferved  by  Mr.:  Burke,  that  the  church 
of  England  fubfifted  before  the  thirty-nine  ar- 
lioies  \fere  framed,  and  ggnfequently  the  thirty- 

nine 
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ilihe  articles  coiild  nod  Be  effential  to  the  eliftericd 
of  the  church*  of  England :  the  articles  of  the 
church  at  firft  confifted‘  of  forty-two,  why  thert 
might  they  not  be  farther  reduced,  as  good  fenfe  * 
and  liberal  fentiments  gained  ground  ?  But  what, 
fays  he, ’are  we  to  underftand  by  the' holy  fcfip- 
tures,  which  thefe  gentlemen  defire  *to  make  a 
profeifion  of  their  belief  in  ?  This  appears  to  be 
a  very  indeterminate  idea.  The  Romifh  canon 
admits  of  the  books  of  the  apocrypha;  the’Can'orE 
of  Luther  excludes  fome  parts  of  the  pentateirch; 
and  the  whole  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews;  and  fome' 
ancient  fathers  have  rejected  the  book  of-  Revela 
tion.  Mankind  are  as  little  likely  to-be  of^cne 
mind  on  this  point,  as  on  any  other.--  ‘  -  • 

Sir  George  Saville  obferved,  that  we,  protef* 
tants,  derive  th^t  appellation  from  the  firft  adhe-^ 
rents  to  thofe  principles  which  we  profeft.;'  having 
protefted  againft  forms  prefcribed  'by  human  au^ 

'  thority  }  And  ftiall  we  maintain  the'  neceflity '  of 
prefcribing  modes  of  faith,  when  our  principles 
rejedt  the  idea  of  any  fuch  power  belonging  tohu-* 

man  beings  ^  < 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  reprefented  the  hard  cafe  of , 
the  clergy,  compelled  by  the  conftitution  -  to  give 
^  formal  affent  to  points  of  faith  which  they  can- 
tiot  poflibly  believe ;  and  afked,  what  would  that 
houfe,  or  any  honeft  man  fay,  if  a  judge;  who  by 
his  oath  is  bound  to  adminifterjuftice  conformably 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  Ihould  be  obliged  at  the 
fame  time  to  interpret  that  law,  plainly  contrary 

to  its  true  fpiritand  meaning? 

*  The  houle  in  general  feemed  to  be  of  opinion, 
that  the  profeffors' of  law  and  phyfic  being  bound 
in  matter  of  fublcription,  was  of  fmall  concern- 
men’t  to  the  public  ;  but  it  was  expreffed  asa  wifh 
on  all  fides  of  the  houfey  'that  the  univerfme.^ 

'  ^  ,  -  would. 

\  ^ 


Would  grant  them  relief  in  that  refpea:,  as  well  US' 
to  young  ftudents  at  the  time  of  matriculation.-  - 

Lord  George  Germain  infifted  on  the  latter  be¬ 
ing  a  heavy  grievance;  for  a  youth  , at  colleo-e 
to  be  required  to  fign  his  aflent  to,  or  belief  of 
t^he  thirty-nine  articles,  earlier  than  the  age  of 
fixteen,  when  it  was  mot  to  be  fuppofed  that  he 
could  underftand  them,  or  had  formed  any  ten- 
timents  about  them,  and  a  confiderable  time  be¬ 
fore  the  ■  meaning  of  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
fupremacy  was  thought  likel)^  to  be  intelligible, 
and'confequently  were  not  adminiftered.  He  in¬ 
formed  the  houfe,  that  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge 
bad  been  applied  to  for  a  repeal  of  this  lla- 
practice  being  founded  on  a  by-law- 
of  their  community,  might  be  laid  atide  at  plea- 
fure ;  but  notwithftanding  the  power  being  veft- 
ed  in  them,  they  evaded  compliance  with 
the  requeft,  pleading,  that,  as  a  Handing 
rule,  they  ought  not  to  difpenfe  with  it. 

The  fame,  fpeaker  undertook  to  defend  the 
charader  of  the  petitioners  from  the  imputation 
which,  had  been  thrown  out  againft  them,  that 
they  renounced  their,  principles,  when,.by  fub- 
icribing  the  articles  they  accepted  of  church  be- 
nehces.  He  faid  he  lived  in  a  county,  where  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  neighbouring  clergy  had  figned  the 
petition,  whom  he  knew  to  be  worthy,  confci- 
entious,  and  pious  men;  many  hadaffentedtothe 
articles  with  that  forced  conftrudion  which  was 
put  upon  them,  by  thofe  who  could  not  believe 
tne  truth  of  fome  of  them.  The  fentiments  whicb 
nwny  entertained  at  the  time  when  they  gave  their 
ailent  to  thofe  articles,-  had  been-  by  farther  reflec- 
lon  changed,  and  their  confcientious  fcruples  be¬ 
ing  awakened  by  fuch  a  different  view  of  things, 
rendered  the  Hep  they  were  now  talcing  highjy 

laudable, , 
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iaudabie^  afid  acquired  them  of  all .  imputation 
t)f  difiimuktion  in  their  former  conformity. 

Mr.  Soame  Jenyns^^  in  behalf  of  the  univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  faid,  that  the  praAice  of  enjoin¬ 
ing  a  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles,  be¬ 
ing  founded  on  a  royal  ftatute,’  ordained  at  the 
inttance  of  king  James  I.  the  univerfity  did  not 
torifider  itfelf  j.t  liberty  to  annul  it; 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  debate,'  Lord  North 
delivered  his  fentiments  on  the  queltion  :>  he  faid^ 
when  he  came  down  to-  the  houfe,.  he  hoped  to 
have  feen  nothing  in  the  petition  to  prevent  him 
from  recommending  that  it  Ihould  be  lard  upon 
the  table,  meaning  to  oppofe  every  attempt  to 
go  farther.  Hereby  defigning  to  pay  a  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  petitioners,'  out  of  refpedt  to  the 
principle  upon  which  the  petition  was  grounded, 
and  then  to  move  that  the  farther  confideration 
of  it  might  be  put  off  for  fix  months;  but  in  the 
courfe  of  the  debate,-  he  faid,-  a  ftronger  objec¬ 
tion  had  arifen  in  his  mind  againft  biinging  it 
up,  and  which  outweighed  every  retpedt  which 
he  wifhed  to  have  paid  to  the'  importance  of 
the  fubjed,  for  he  thought  it  .repugnant  to  the 
ad  of  union,  and-  if  fuch  indulgences  fhould'  be 
granted,  there  would  after  that  time,  be  nothing 
tliat  could  exclude  a  man  out  of  the  church  of 
England,  but  popery ;  and  he  was  convinced 
that,  to  make  any  innovations  in  the  forms  now 
preferibed  to  the  clergy  of  the  eftablifhed  church, 
Would  occafion  fuch  contentions  in'  the  nation, 
that'  not  poppy  nor  mandragora  could  ever  me¬ 
dicine  it-  to  its  former  repofe. 

Mr.  Dunning:  replied  to  this,  that  he”  never 
knew  till  then,  that  it  was  a*  principle  of  found 
policy  to  narrow  the.  mean's  of  accefs  to  emolu- 
in-?nts-;  and  he  had  always  thought,  that  every 


t  k  ] 

good  futjed  ought  to  be  confidered  as  entitled 
10  proportional  chance  for  obtaining  polts  of  pro¬ 
fit  and  honour.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  he 
faid,  he  had  remarked,  that  the  tame  premifesJ 
had  led  different  members  to  Very  oppofite  con- 
clufions :  one  member  obferVedy  that  our  refor¬ 
mation  from  popery  was  effedted  by  the  Ipirit 
which  this  petition  was  defigned  to  promote  ;  and 
another  member  afferted,  that  the  granting  this 
petition,  had  a  direct  tendency  to  bring  us  back 
to  popery.  He  could  not  forefee  that  the  quiet 
of  the  nation  would  be  endangered  by  granting, 
the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  but  if  the  repofe  now- 
enjoyed,  partook  at  all  of  that  torpid  ftate  of 
infenfibility,  which  his  lordfhip’s  mandragora  had 
diffufed  through  that  houfe,  he  fhould  wifh  to  fee 
it  broke  in  upon  as  foon  as  poffible ;  for  it  was 
an  alarming  fymptom,  which,  inftead  of  be¬ 
tokening  health,  was  the  forerunner  of  de- 
ftrudion. 

The  debates  were  continued  till  after  mid¬ 
night,  when,  on  a  divifion,  there  appeared  for 
receiving  the  petition  71,  againft  receiving  it  217- 
The  petitioners  by  aiming  at  too  much  loll  every^ 
thing:  had  nothing  farther  been  aflced  than  an 
exemption  from  ifubfcription  to  fome  certain  of 
the  articles,  fuch  requeft  might  probably  have 
been  attended  to.  The  importance  of  this  dif- 
cufiion,  has  led  us  to  be  circumftantial  in  the 
relation  of  it.  TL  he  debates  are  given  from  mi- 
riutes  which  v/ere  taken  in  the  houfe  at  the  time^ 
and  were  never  before  printed. 

1  ne  marriages  of  the  two  royal  brothers., 
which  had  taken  place  during  the  fummer 

F  occafioned 

*  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  married  Mrs.  Horro’n,  a 
lady,  daughter  Lord  Irnham  ^  and  the^  Duke 

Gloucefttfi 
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cccafioned  fnefiages  to  be  delivered  from  his  ma” 
jefty  to  both  houl’es  of  parliament  fy  in  which  he 
obferved,  that  being  defirous,  from  paternal 
affeftion  to  his  own  family,  and  anxious  con¬ 
cern  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  people,  and 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown,  that  the 
light  of  approving  all  marriages  in  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily  (which  ever  has  belonged  to  the  kings  of 
this  realm  as  a  matter  of  pubf  c  concern)  may  be 
effeftual,  recommends  to  both  houies,  to  take 
into  their  ferious  confideration,  whether  it  may 
not  be  wife  and  expedient,  to  fupply  the  defeats 
of  the  laws  now  in  being ;  and  by  lome  new 
provifron,  more  eflfedtually  to  guard  the  defcend- 
ants  of  his  late  majefty,  other  than  the  iffue  of 
princeffes  who  have  married,  or  may  hereafter 
marry  into  foreign  families,  from  marrying  with¬ 
out  the  approbation  of  his  majefty,  his’  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  firft  had  and  obtained. 

In  compliance  with  this  meftage,.  a  bill  was^^ 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  Lordsy  which  difcover- 
ed  the  fulleft  difpofition  in  that  houfe,  to  gratify 
every  wifti  of  his  majefty  in  that  refpeft.  It  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  legality  of  the  powers  claimed 
by  the  crown  in  the  meffagCy  and  enadted  that 
all  marriages  entered  into  by  any  defcendants 
of  king  George  II.  except  only  fuch  as  were  par¬ 
ticularly  excepted  in  the  melTagey  without  the 
previous  confent  of  the  king  or  his  fuccelfors  on 
the  throne,  fignified  under  the  great  feal,  and 
declared  in  council,  fhould  be  null  and  void. 

But 

Gloiicefter  bad  fome  time  before  been  privately  married  to. 
the  Countefs  Dowager  ot  Waldegrave,  but  that  alliance  was' 
not  then  acknowledged,  although  generally  underllood. 

f  February  20,  1773^ 
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But  if  fuch  defcendants  having  attained  the  afffi 

of  twenty-five  years,  fhall  perfift  in  liis  or  her 
refoiution  to  con  trad  a  marriage,  difapproved  of 
by  the  reigning  prince;  then,  upon  giving  tlie 
priyy-council,  twelve  moritiis  previous  notice  of 
their  defign,  they  may,  after  the  expiration  of 
that  term;  enter  into  marriage  -with  the  perfon 
before  propofed  and  rejeded,  without  the  royal 
confent ;  unlefs  both  honfes  of  parliament  fhall 
v/ithin  that  time,  exprefsiy  declare  their  difap- 
probation  of  it ;  and  whoever  lhall  knowingly 
lolemnize  a  marriage  by  this  aft  forbidden,  or 
aiJiit  at  the  celebration  of  fuch  unlawful  marriage- 
or  any  fuch  matrimonial  contract,  on  being  duly 
convifted  thereof  are  declared  to  incur  the  pains 
and  penalties  ordained  in  the  ftatute  of  provifion 

and  priEmiinire,  made  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Richard  II. 

u  having  been  confulted  when  the 

bufinefs  was  firft  brought  into  the  houfe,  declar¬ 
ed  It  to  be  their  opinion,  that  the  care  and  ap  • 
probation  of  the  marriages  of  the  children  and, 
pand-children  of  the  king,  and  the  prefumptive 
heir  to  the  crown  (other  than  the  iffue  of  foreign 
lamihes)  do  belong  to  the  kings  of  this  realm  j 
pt  to  what  other  branch  of  the  royal  family 

n  .approbation  do  extend,  they  do 

Pr’^fiod  precifely  determined. 

oppofition  in  both 
IW  V  "otwithftanding  every  daufe  was 
firongiy  objefted  to,  and  a  divifion  of  the  houfe 

P^rt,  yet  it  was  carried 
nio-lw?  houfe  of  I.ords  in  lefs  than  a  fort- 
X  .  numbers  for  the  bill  being  ninety 

produced  however,  two 

peers  ^’The^h^n  figned  by  fourteen 

,  *  ^  vvas  therein  reprobated  for  the 

^  ^  ,  following 


/ 
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•foHoumg  reafons.  The  maxim  laid  down  In  tnlif 
lareamble,  that,  becaufe  marriages  of  tlie  roysl 
family  are  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  ftate, 
they  are  therefore  entrufted  to  tlie  kings  of  this- 
realm,  is  founded  on  a  doArine  abfurd  and  un- 
conttitutiorial,*  but  wlacli  hereafter  will  have  the 
Ibrce  of  a  parliamentary  declaration  of  law,  the 
immediate  tendency  of  which  is  to  create  as  marry 
prerogatives  in  the  crown,  as  tl.ere  are  matters’ 
of  importance  in  the  ftate and  indeed,  to  extend 
them  in  a  manner  as  vague  and  exceptionable, 
as  had  ever  been  done  in  the  worft  and  moft 
defpotic  period  in  the  hiftory  of  this  nation  ;  and 
they  apprehended  that  fome  future,  and  even 
more  dangerous  ufe  may  be  made  of  this  pream¬ 
ble,  as  it  is  much  nwre  extenfive  than  is  necef- 
fary  for  any  purpofe  avowed  in  the  bill :  and  tliis 
declaratory  preamble  is  ufed,  nctwithftanding 
nine  of  the  judges,  in  their  unanimous  opinion, 
delivered  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  do  not  find  any 
authority  in  fupport  of  the  prerogative,  in  that 
extent  in  which  it  is  affumed.  The  defcendanfs 


of  George  II.  in  courfe  of  time  may  become  very 
numerous,  and  it  is  conceived  to  be  an  intoler¬ 
able  grievance,  that  the  marriage  of  fo  many 
fubjeds,  perhaps  difperfed  among  the  various 
ranks  of  civil  life,-  fhould  be  fubjebl  to  the  re- 
ftriaions  of  this  ad;  the  extenfive  powers  of 
which,  may,  in  time,  render  the  fiift  families  In 
the  kingdom  totally'  dependent  on  the  crowd. 
The  age  of  twenty-one  years  appears  to  be  the: 
limit  which  the  laws  of  this  country,  and  the 
fpirit  of  the  cbnftitution,  have,-  with  great  wif- 
clom,  given  to  minority.  It  feems  indecent  to 
the  royal  family  to  fuppcife,  they  will  not  arrive- 
at  the  age  of  diferetion  as'  loon  as  the  loweft’ 

fubjed.  of  ’tlie  realm  j  and  why  may  they  not  be 
'  as 


1 
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rif?  capable  of  choofmg  a  wife  at  the  age  of  twenty  • 
ofie  years,  as  of  being  entrufted  with  the  regency 
of  the  kingdom,  of  which  by  the  law  they  are 
at  that  age  capable  ?  Befides,  the  deferring  their 
age  of  minority  as  to  marriage  till  twenty-fix,  is 
impolitic  and  dangerous,  as  it  may  tend  to  drive 
them  into  a  diforderly  courle  of  life,  which  ought 
the  more  to  be  guarded  againft  in  men  of  high 
rank,  as  the  influence  of  their  example  is  the 
xnoft  forcible  and  extenfive. 

The  right  of  conferring  a  difcretionary  power 
of  prohibiting  all  marriages,  was  afferted  in  the 
fame  proteft  to  be  above  the  reach  of  any  legif- 
kture;  be^aufe,  contrary  to  the  original  inhe- 
rerit  rights  of  human  nature^  which,  as  they  are 
not  derived  from,  or  held  under  civil  laws,  by 
no  civil  laws  whatever  can  be  taken  away ;  for 
though  the  legiflature  has  a  power  of  prefcribing 
rules  to  marriage,  as  well  as  to  every  other 
fpecies  of  contradf,  yet  there  is  an  elfential  dlk 
ference  between  regulating  the  mode  in  which  a 
right  may  be  enjoyed,  and  eftablifiiing  a  princi¬ 
ple  which  may  tend  entirely  to  annihilate  that 
right.  To  difable  a  man  enuring  his  whole  life 
from  contra<?\ing  marriage,  or  what  is  tantamount^ 
to  make  liis  power  of  contrafting  fuch  marriag(S 
dependent  neither  on  his  own  choice,  nor  upon 
any  fixed  rule  of  law,  but  on  the  arbitrary  will 
of  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  is  exceeding  the 
power  permitted  bv  the  divine  providence  to  hu¬ 
man  legulatures :  it  is  direiily  againil  the  earlielt 
command,  given  by  God' to  mankind,  contrary 
to  the  right  ot  domeftic  fociety  and  comfort,  and 
to  the  defire  of  lawful  pofterity  ;  the.  firtt  and  belt 
gf  the  inftinAs  planted  in  us  by  the  Author  of 
pur  nature,  and  utterly  inconipatible  with  all  re¬ 
ligion, 
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ligion,  n-aturai  and  revealed  ;  and  therefore  a  ^ 
mere  act  ot  power,  having  neither  the  nature  nor 
obligation  of  law.  It  concluded  with  faying^ 
we  cannot  therefore,  on  the  whole,  avoid  ex- 
prefnng  our  Itrong  difapprobation  of  an  adt, 
which  Ihakes  fo  many  of  the  foundations  of  law^ 
religion,  and  public  iecurity,  for  ends  wholly  dif~ 
proportioned  to  inch  extraordinary  efforts,  and 
in  favour  of  regulations  fo  ill  calculated  to  anfwer 
the  purpoies  for  which  they  are  made ;  and  we 
make  this  proteft,  that  it  may  fiand  recorded  to 
that  pofterity,  wliich  may  fuffer  from  the  miff 
chievous  confequences  of  this  adf,  that  we  have 

no  part  in  the  confufions  and  calamities  brought 
upon  them.’' 

^  Another  proteft,  which  chiefly  objedfed  to  the 
bill  as  a  violation  of  the  natural  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  contrary  to  every  principle  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  humanity,  was  figned  by  fix  other 
peers 

^  The  oppofition  to  the  bill  was  yet  ftronger  in 
tue  houte  of  Commons.,  The  pn'eainble  to  the  add 
was  much  objeefed  to,  as  acknowledging  and 
confirming’  the  prerogative  of  the  crov/n  allertecf 
in  themeilage.  A  motion  was  made  to  omit  that 
declaratory  claufe,  when,  after  a  very  long  de- 
^bate,  the  motion  was  rejedled  by  a  "majority  of 
thirty-fix  only,  when  the  houfe  confifted  of  three 
hundred  and  fixff  -four  members. 

A  motion  was  then  m.ade  to  infert  a  claufe 
tiiat  the  adt  fnould  continue  in  force  during  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majtfty,  and  three  years  af¬ 
ter  his  demife,  but  no  longer,”  but  it  was  rejedf- 
cd,  by  a  majority  of  eighteen  only.  Sir  Jofeph 

Maw  by 

*  Viz.  Temple,  Raditor,  Clifton,  Lyttelton,  Abingdon, 
«.nd  Crayen.  . 
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Mawby  remarked,  that  the  title  of  the  bill  was 
not  fafficiently  expreflive ;  to  remedy  which,  he 
propofed  that  it  daould  run,  An  citi”  for  enlarg¬ 
ing  and  extending  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
and  for  tfie  encouragement  of  adultery  and  fornica¬ 
tion,  under  pretence  of‘‘  regulating  the  marri¬ 
ages  of  the  royal  family/' 

The  bill  continued  for  three  weeks  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  houfe,  but  was  then  palfed 
v/ithout  any  material  alteration,  by  ^  majority  of 

fiftyT  ' 

Mr.  Sullivan,  deputy  chairman  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  made  a  motion  in  the  houfe  ^of  Com- 
'  mons,  March  30,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  company’s  fervants 
and  concerns  in  India;  the  object  of  which  bill, 
was,  to  ettabliili  a  great  variety  of  new  and  impor¬ 
tant  regulations  in  thofe  remote  territories.  '  It 
aimed  at  reftraining  the  goverrtor  and  council'  of 
Bengal  from  all  concerns  in  trade,  gnd  went  en-r 
tirely  to  change  the  court  of  judicature,  and  the 
manner  of  adminiftering  juftice  there,  and  gave 
the  court  of  diredtors  a  fuller  control  oyer  their 
Servants,  This  drew  from  Lord  Clive  a  long  and 
laboured  defence  of  his  conduA,  during-  his  laft 
expedition  to  India.  He  declared,  that  the  foie 
motive  which  led  him  to  expofe  his  feeble  conftitu- 
tion,  broken  as  it  was,  in  the  ferviceof  the  compa-^ 
ny,  to  the  iultry  climate  of  Hindoftan,  and  to 
the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  war,  was,  a  defire  of 
doing  efT^ntial  lervice  to  the  company,  under 
wlioie  auipices  he  had  acquired*  his  fortune  and 
liis  hamf:.  That,  inftead  of  increafing  his  forr 
tune,  he  was  feveral  thoufands  poorer  thereby. 
He  had  been  charged  with  eftablifhing  a  moft  de- 

ftriiCdive 

t  March  24.  One  hundred  and  fixty-fiveto  one  hundred 
and  hiteen. 
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ftru<f\:ive  monopoly  of  fait,  beetle-net,  tobacco, 
and  other  commodities  in  Bengal,  which  was  a 
principal  caufe  of  a  dreadful  famine  and  ficknefs 
which  prevailed  there,  and  fwept  away  fome  milli-: 
ons  of  the  inhabitants.  In  fpeaking  to  this  charge, 
he  coniined  himfeli:  to  the  duties  laid  upon  fait ; 
which  according  to  the  population  which  he  rec¬ 
koned  to  be  in  tlie  country,  and  the  proportion 
each  individual  paid  towards  the  tax,  furnifhed 
data  to  calculate  the  yearly  produce,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  the  enormous  fum  of  437,500  I. 

The  rcafon  he  afligned  for  thefe  impoits 
was,  that  the  company’s  fervants  might  receive; 
an  equivalent  for  the  deductions  made  from  their 
incomes,  by  the*  directors  having  abfolutely  for^ 
bidden^  the  receiving  *of  prefents,  and  being  de^ 
prived’ of  a  lucrative  trade  in  fait.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged'  to  have  received  s-^6th  fliares,  which 
yielded;  him  32,000!.  which  lum  he  diftributed 
among  -  his  fecretary,  furgeon,  and  another  gen¬ 
tleman,  together  v/ith  5000 1.  more.  The  efla- 
blifiiing  of  a  new  gold  currency  in  Bengal,  dur¬ 
ing  his  lordfliip’s  prehdency,  had  been  reprefent- 
cd  as  a.rneafure  calculated  to  enrich  thofs'  concern¬ 
ed,  to  the  great  lofs  and  injury  of  the  province,  as 
well  as  of  the  company.  He  exculpated  hlnifelf,  by 
laying,  that  he  knew  nothing  pf  the  mixture  of 
metals,  and  folemnly  declared  that  he  reaped  not 
a  Ihiliing  profit  by  the  coinage.  He  charged  the 
direddors  very  roundly  with  having,  either  through 
obftinacy  or  ignorance,  deranged  and  fruftrated 
the  bell  concerted  plans  of  regulation  in  Bengal.' 
He  attributed  the  unloolced  for  embarraffments  of 
the  company’s  affairs  to  four  caufes  ;  a  negligence 
m  adminiftration  ;  thp  milcondudd  ot  the  direddors ; 
the  putrageous  behaviour  of  general  courts;  and 
the  difobedience  of  the  company’s  fervants  ‘in  the 

y.i  .  •  ...  ...  , 

I  -  -  -  •  •  *  ' 
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Eaft  Indies,  When  the  bufmefs  of  the  company 
came  before  parliament  fome  years  before,  the 
object,  he  faid,  was  not  to  fecure  fo  beneficial  a 
trade,  and  fo  great  an  empire,  for  a  perpetuity^ 
but  to  make  an  immediate  dividend  of  400,000 1. 
to  the  public,  and  200,000 1.  to  the  proprietary. 
The  directors  fuddenly  flopped  profecutions,  re~ 
flored  the  fufpended,  and  undid  every  thing  that 
had  been  done ;  and  yet,  by  the  bill  which  was 
then  moved  for,  they  were  willing  to  difable  them- 
felves  from  ever  withdrawing  prolecutions  for  the 
future.  They  had  erred  likewife  in  being  fo  eagfer 
to  fecure  their  annual  eledion :  the  firfl  half  of  the^ 
year,  he  faid,  has  been  confumed  in  freeing  them- 
lei ves  from  the  obligations  contraded  by  their  lall 
eledion,  and  the  fecond  half  has  been  wafled  in  ' 
incurring  new  obligations,  and  forming  an  intefefl 
among  the  proprietors;  but  in  fpite  of  all  thefe 
manoeuvres,  the  diredion  has  beeri  fo  fluduating 
and  un fettled,  that  frefh  and  contradidory  orders 
have  been  fent  out  wath  every  fleet:  had  they 
been  lefs  fickle  and  abfurd,  their  concerns  would 
have  been  much  more  confiftently  and  uniformly 
managed.  The  malverfation  of  their  fervants 
may  juftly  be  charged  upon  the  fluduation  of 
their  own  councils:  had  they  not  concurred  in  re/- 
toririg  fufpeitded  and  perfecuted  men,  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  council  would  never  have  deliberated 
whether  they  lliould  obey  or  riot,  the  orders  of 
the  diredion.  Fundamental  prii\ciples  being  thus 
overturned,  the  wlrole  fyflem  tumbles  to  the 
ground. 

His  lordibip  ftated,  that  the  clear  net  revenue 
of  Bengal,  for  1771,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
i  71,0001.  whilft  the  claim  of  government  was 
4^r),ooo  1.  During  his  prefidency,  the  largefl  net 
ium  was  brought  into  the  treafury.  -  The  expen- 
CCS  of  military  eftabliflimcnt,  as/it  is  called, 


V 


[  74  ] 

fince  that  period,  has  gradually  encreafed,  until 
it  rofe  to  the  preituit  enormous  fum  of  1,800,000  L 
per  annum.  The  company’s  fervants  having 
found  out  the  way  of  making  fortunes  by  chargr 
ing  exorbitantly  in  all  contrafts  for  furnifliing  of 
troops,  with  provifions  and  other  neceffaries. 
Hence  the  revenue  falls  fhort,  though  the  fum 
ievied  amounts  to  little  left  than  four  millions. 
The  temptations  to  amafs  wealth,  by  indirect 
means,  he  faid,  were  fo  great,  that  flefh  and  blood 
could  not  withftand  them.  He  concluded  with 
obferving,  that  Bengal  v/as  the  brighteft  jewel  iri 
the  Britilh  crown. 

Governor  Johnfon  replied  to  Lord  Clive’s  de¬ 
fence,  in  which  he  very  ably  arraigned  his  lord- 
fbip’s  condudt,  expofed  the  flimfmefs  and  futility 
of  (  the  arguments  brougrht  in  defence  of  it.  He 

o  ^  o 

itated,  that  the  higheft  duties  that  ever  were  col- 
lefted  on  flit  in  Bengal,  were  72,000!.  a  year* 

the  general'  medium  was  40,000  1.  The 

whole  had  been  farmed  for  22,000!.  a  year. 

The  company,  he  infinuated,  loft  300,000!.  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  frauds,  as  he  called  them,  in  the 
coinage.  He  did  not  mean,  he  faid,  to  impeach 
his  lordlhip’s  veracity,  but  he  always  underftood^ 
that  the  prelident  had  a  certain  per  centage  on  alj 
coinage ;  rio  doubt,  as  his  lordlhip  had  faid  it,  he 
made  no  profit  of  the  great  opportunity  that  oc¬ 
curred,  but  that  he  left  that  likev/ife  to  his  friends ; 
3/ct  he  could  hardly  admit,  after  fuch  recent  in- 
Itances  of  his  abilities,  that  he  was  fo  entirely  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  mixture  of  metals,  as  his  modefty 
would  incline  the  houfe  to  believe.  Do  not  all 
men  know,  continued  he,  that  the  purity  of  coin 
is  a  principal  confideration  in  government,  and 
that  it  is  of  the  moft  dangerous  confequence  to 
tamper  with  it  by  any  fraudulent  mixtures  ?  He 
afoed,  if  his  lordfliip  could  deny,  that  the  money 
was  coined  with  thirty  percent,  alloy  ?  He  object- 
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cd  to  the  bill  before  the  hoiife,  and  faid,  the  ErU 
^  tifli  legiilature  fliould  not  move  in  the  affairs  of 
Afia,’  uniefs  it  aft ed  with  dignity  and  effeft. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  then  laid 
by.  The  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  for  a  bufi- 
nefs  of  that  magnitude,  and  fb  complicated  in  it^ 
nature,  to  be  properly  difeuffed.  A  fenfible  anej 
well-informed  writer,  fays,  it  feems  pretty  evi¬ 
dent,  that  adminiftration  had  no  ferious  intention 
of  entering  deeply  into  that  matter  for  the  pre- 
fent ;  and  that  the  fubfequent  movements  during 
the  remainder  of  the  feflion,  were  only  intended 
to  keep  it  alive,  and  to  'make,  or  find,  fome  open¬ 
ings  for.  that  great  revolution  which  it  has  fmee  ef- 
tabliflied  in  the  affairs  of -the  company.  It  was 
perhaps  farther  neceflary,  that  this  bufmefs  fhould 
be  fo  far  entered  into,  as  that  the* company  fhould 
continue  entangled  in  the  hands  of  the  parliament 
during  the  recefs.*  However,  this  may  be,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  that  no  part  of  this  plan  was 
underftood  by  the  gentlemen  who  were  the  imme¬ 
diate  aftors  in  bringing  the  affairs  of  the  company- 
under  confideration,  and  that  they  were  aftuated 
by  very  different  motives.  ,  '  ^ 

So  much  light  had  been  thrown  on  the  tranfac- 
tionsin  India,  and  the  conduft  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company’s  fervants  there,  that  the  expediency  of 
fetting  on  foot  a  ftrift  enquiry  into  the  abufes*of 
power  Vhich  had  been  long  praftifed  with  impu¬ 
nity,  was  very  evident,  as  well  as,  that  fome  fa- 
lutary  and  effectual  regulations  fhould  be  adopted 
for  the  future  prevention  of  thofe  evils.  Many 
were  led  ro  infer,  from  the  fafts  which  had  come 
out,  how  unequal  a  company' of  merchants  were 
to 'the  fuperintendence  of  fuch  vaft  concerns  of  a 

.  civil 

M  '  * 
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<nAyif  tiaturc,  in  which  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
niiilions  of  people  were  involved  ;  and  that  the 
government  of  inch  opulent  and  extenfive  domi¬ 
nions,  lliouldbe  fubordinate  to  the  fuperintendence 
and  control  of  the  ftate. 

At  length,^  a  feleft  committee,  confiffing  of 
fhirty-one  members,  f  was  chofen  by  ballot,  to 
enquire  into  the  nature  and  frate  of  the  Eatt  India 
Company,  and  the  affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  The 
objefts  of  their  enquiries  were  fo  various  and  ex¬ 
tenfive,  that  before  the  rifmg  of  parliament,  they 
irpphed  for  leave  to  fit  during  the  recefs.  ^ 

\V  hilft  Mr.  Sullivan’s  bill  was  before  the  houfe, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Sir  Harry  Haughton,  §  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  proteftant 
diffenters,  with  refped  to  fubfeription  to  articles 
of  faith.  This  attempt  to  gain  an  exemption  from 
human  impofitions  in  matters  of  belief,  was  fug - 
gefted  by  the  favourable  difpofition  which  many 
members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  fliewed,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debates  on  the  clerical  petition, 
to  dilfenting  minifters,  who  were  compellable  by 
law, -  under  many  penalties,  to  liibfcribe  to  the 
dort final  articles  of  a  church  to  which  they  did  not 
belong,  and  from  which  they  could  derive  no  ad¬ 
vantages  either  in  promiotion  or  emolument. 

'  ‘  By 

i)'  *^prili3. 

f  .The  following  gentlemen  compofed  this  committee  :  Cof* 
Bifirgoyne,  Chairman;  Sir  William .  Meredith,  Sir  George 
Savile,  Lord  George  Germain,  Mr.  Rofs  Fuller,  Mr.  F.  Vane, 
Col.Barfe,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  ^ord  Howe,  Mr.  R.  Sutton, 
h/ir.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  Mr.  Weibore  El1i.s, 
S!r  Gilbert  Elliot,  Mr.  George  Rice,  Mr.  Pultenev,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Fox,  Ml.  Corneyvall,  Lord  Folkllone,  Gen  Conway,  Mr. 
Hothani,  Mr.  H.  Onglcy,  Mr.  G.  Johnhone,  Mr.  Alderman 
Trecothick,  Mr.  Edward  Bacon,  Mr.  A  Curzon,  Sir  John 
Turner,  Capt.  Phipps,  l^Ir,  Gregory,  Lord  Clive,  Mr.  Stra- 
chey. 

§  1- 
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§y  the  aft  of  toleration,  which  waj?  pafTed  Im- 
tne'diately  after  the  revolution,  the  free  exercife 
of  religious  worfliip,  was  allowed  to  fuch  protell- 
ants  as  dilfented  from  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
*  church  of  England  j  and  their  principles  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  taught  in  private  fchools,  on'  condi¬ 
tion  that  fuch  minifters  and  fchoolmafters  fub- 
fcribed  before  a  juffice  of  peace  to  the  doftrinal 
parts  of  the  thirty-nine  articles;  a  non-compli¬ 
ance  with  which  expofed  them  to  heavy  pains 
and  penalties,  if  they  officiated  either  as  pallors 
or  tutors.  So  that  in  faft,  the  liberty  hereby 
granted,  reached  only  to  fuch  as  adhered  to  the 
doftrines  taught  by  Calvin,  and  wffio  were,  ou 
that  account,  called  Calvinills,  which  was  almoft 
the  univerfal  perfuafion  at  that  time ;  but  in  the 
coiirfe  of  almoft  a  century,  great  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  fentiments  of  proteftants  of 
all  denominations ;  and  as  the  principles  of  dif- 
fenters  allow  a  greater  latitude  of  opinion,  and 
lead  them  more  direftly  to  free  enquiries  into 
the  doftrines  derived  from  feripture,  fuch  changes^ 
of  fentiment  were  more  likely  to  fpread  among 
them,  than  in  the  eftablifhed  church,  whofe  te¬ 
nets  carry  with  them  a  preferiptive  right  to  our 
alfent.  It  is  true  the  penalties  enafted  againft 
luch  diffenters  as  did  not  fubferibe  in  the  manner 
enjoined,  were  not  inflifted ;  but  the  fame  can¬ 
dor  and  moderation  which  fuffered  them  to  be¬ 
come  obfolete,  diftated  their  total  repeal.  The 
bill  was  carried  through  the  houfe  of  Commons 
by  a  great  majority,  but  upon  a;  fecond  reading 
in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  it  was  thrown  out  by  loi. 
Wds,  including  proxies,  to  29. 


On. 

\ 
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On  the  firft  of  May  Lord  North  entered  on  th^ 
bufinefs  of  ways  and  means,  for  raifing  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  fervices,  which  had  been  voted  early 
in  the  feffion,  by  opening  his  budget.  The  grants 
which  had  beerv  made  were  calculated  to  amount 
to  5,886,255  ].  and  a  million  and  a  half  3  per  cent, 
eonfolidated  Bank  annuities  and  South  Sea  annui¬ 
ties,  were  paid  off  at  90 1.  with  a  douceur  of  four 
lottery-tickets,  at^  12I.  lo's.  each  for  every  aun- 
dred  pound  ftock  fubfcribed.  The  land-tax  was 
brought  back  to  3  s.  in  the  pound  ;  Exchequer 
bills  were  continued  to  the  ufuai  amount ;  the 
Eaft  IndiaCompany’s  annual  payment  was  brought 
in  aid,  and  the  produce  of  the  finking-fund  was 
anticipated  from  the  5th  of  April,  1772,  in  the 
fum  of  1,856,7231.*  * 

His 


*  The  curioruS  reader  may  perhaps  wilH  to  fee  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  account  of  the  bufinefs  of  finances  for  the  year  1772,  it 
therefore  follows. 

25,000  SeamCH  — ^ 

Building  and  rebuilding  fhips,  1 
and  ordinary  of  the  Navy  j 


1,300,000 
770,664 


Total  charge  of  the  Navy 
17,547  effeflive  men,  including' 

1522  invalids,  for  guards,  and 
other  his  Majefty’s  land  forces 
in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey  and  ("i,525>37S 
Guernfey,  and  for  the  forces 
in  all  parts  of  his  Majcfty's  do¬ 
minions. 

The  extraordinaries  of  the  Army,  274,432 


£■ 

2,070,664 


Exchequer  Billspaidofr  - - 

To  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  and  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  Etrufcan,  Greek  and  Roman  yiv  J 
tiquities,  brought  from  Italy  by  Sir  Wihiam 
Hamilton,  K.  B.  and  to  enable  the  Truf- f 
tees  of  the  Britiih  Mufeum  to  provide  a  V 
proper  repofitory  for  their  reception. 


1,799,81a 
1,800, 00® 


*1,25.0 


His  lordfiiip  on  this  occafion  fpoke  with  grea! 
exultation  of  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 


For  tlie  more  ef?e(5lual]y  profecuting  difcoveries  ) 
towards  the  South  Pole  -  y 


To  make  good  tho  deficiency  of  the  fund  for 

•  ^  *•  •  r  ^  r\  r  •If 


paying  annuities,  in  refped  to  five  millions  > 

borrowed  in  1758  -  -  J 

To  the  Turkey  Company 


To  relmburfe  his  Majefty  certain  fums  iffued  in 


purfuance  of  addrelfes  from  the  houfe  of  Com 


mons 


To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  grants  for  the  I 
fervice  of  the  year  1771  -  f 


[An  excefs  of  481,003  L  appeared  on  lad 
year’s  eftimate.j 
To  pay  off  one  million  and  a  half  3  per  cent. 


annuities,  at  90 1.  per  lool.  dock 


35o,ooa» 


for  the  difcovery  of  an  eafy  and  prafticable 
method  of  making  fea-water  freili  and^hole 
fome  — — . 


The  remainder  of  the  (upplies  was  allot¬ 
ted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  Colonies  and  Planta¬ 
tions  ;  furveys  in  North  America ;  the 
expences  of  forts  and  fettlements  on  the 
cOad  of  Africa  ;  new  roads  and  bridges 
in  Scotland  ;  indemnities  to  particular 
perfons,  and  other  matters. 

T^ke  ways  and  means  to  anfwer  thefe  grants,  were< 

tand  Tax  - -  - -  ^  ' 

Malt  Tax  _ 


Balance  from  the  finking  fund  to  January  5, 1 

^  177^?  after  defraying  lad  year  s  debt  _  f 

New  Exchequer  bills  ilfued 


Annuai.payment  from  the  Ead  India  Company 
Produce  of  the  finking  fund  for  the  quarter,  end-  J 

*  mg  April  5,  1772  - -  f 

profit  on  a  Lottery  _  _ _ 

Charged  on  the  finking  fund  ’ 


1 ,500,00# 
750,000 

191,60^ 

1,800,000 

400,000 

805, 39^- 


1 50,000 
1,856,725, 


A  variety  of  the  refidues  and  favings  from 
different  funds  were  appropriated  to  the  < 
current  fervice  of  the  year.  '  > 

JThe  excels  of  the  provifions  was  edimated  at  536>3J9ki 

happ)r_ 


•■si 
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m 


[  So  ] 

fcappy  profpeft  which  prefented  Itfeff  of^  a  lang 
continuance  of  peace ;  the  probabihty  of  thaf 
happy  event,  he  faid,  was  greater  than  he  had 
known  it ‘.in  nis  time  v  and  (hould  it  continue  for 
ten  years,  the  expeiftafion  of  which  was  no  way^ 
chimerical,  feventeen  millions  of  the  national 
debt  might  be  difcharged,  by  purfuing  the  plan 
which  had  then  been  laid  before  the  houfe.  The 
diminution  of  the  annual  intereft  payable  on  the 
national  debt,  arifing  from  thefe  regulations  in 
the  finances,  would  raife  the  income  of  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund,  fo  as  that,  in  conjuncVion  with  the  - 
ordinary  taxes  upon  land,  malt,  and  fo  forth,  to 
make  the  yearly  revenue  amount  to  feven  mil¬ 
lions.  If,  when  arrived  at  that  point,  the  natiori 
fhould  be  forced  into  a  war,  it  is  not  likely  to 
coft  fuch  enormous  fums,  as  when  we  flood 
Ifirigle  againft  France  and  Spain,  and  at  the 
fame  time  protected  two  fovereigns.  If,  faid  his 
lordfhip,  we  embark  no  farther  in  expences, 
than  we  did  in  wars  preceding  the  laft,  our  year¬ 
ly  difburfernents,  would,  he  had  computed,  be, 
at  an  average,  about  feven  millions ;  fo  that  we 
fhall  be  enabled  to  maintain  fuch  a  war  without 
any  additional  taxes.  We  do  not,  faid  he,  ftand 
in  need  of  any  conquefts  *,  our  dominions  are  at 
Icafl  as  extenfive  as  we  could  wifh ;  and  their 
improvement,  not  their  extenfion,  fhould  be  our 
chief  aim.  This  opens  to  us  a  profpedl  at  leaft, 
of  gradually  reducing  the  national  debt,  a  flep, 
which  will  neceffarily  raife  our  credit  and  confe- 
quence  in  Europe,  and  terrify  our  enemies  into 
pacific  meafures. 

With  this  flattering  piaure,  the  houfe  in  ge¬ 
neral  were  extremely  well  pleafed.  In  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  tlie  national  debt  engages  no 

oiic’s  attention,  but  a  few  fpeculating  politicians, 

/  Vfhm, 
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who  Jook  farther  tlian  the  prcfcnt  moment.  No 
llockholder  wiflies  to  receive  Iris  princjpaJ,  but 
upon  fuch  terms  of  advantage,  as  that  he 'may 
replace  his  money  in  the  public  funds  at  feveral 
per  cent,  profit.  The  terms  on  which  thi.s  re¬ 
demption  was  made,  were  lucrative  beyond  ex¬ 
ample  ;  and  the  minifier  did  not  labour  to  conceal 
his  opinion,  that  tome  perfons  mnght  be,  more 
fortunate^  than  others  in  an  early  fubfeription,  bur 

no  one  could  fet  Iris  name  for  more  than  1 0,000  i. 
■flock. 

Tire  hoiife  feem.ed  wrapt  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  permanent  prolperity  of  the  nation,  and 
altirough  nothing  more  exceptionable  than  the  ge- 
pera!  ciocfrine  laid  down,  was  ever  delivered 
afirftlord  of  the  treafury,  yet  the  objedions  dart¬ 
ed,  were  (^onfined  to  the  mode  of  dilcharging  t.hc 
million  and  a  half.  Befides  the  unnecellary  profit 
wdiich  was-allowed  the  ftock-hoider-,  the  blending 
mdifcriminamly  two  ftock$  which  ftatedly  and  in¬ 
variably  prefer  ved  a  difference  of  two  per  cerit.  irr 
their  market  price,  was  cenfu.'ed  as  liighiy  injudi- 
cioLis*.  It_  was  obferved,, that  it  v/as  a  maxim 
wit.n  admimfti  ation  toencreale  our  expences  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  increale  of  our  income.  The  mi- 
pifter  was  afked,  jr  he  v/oujd  not,  in  the  courfe  of 
ten  years,  talk  of  new  eftab|ifhments.,  or  iraymenf- 
■of  civil  lift/aiTears 

It  is  worthy  of  a  remark,  on  what  flight  founda  • 
bon  t  le^ialutary  efie-ds^ofa  t-en  years  peace  were 
^  t.  1  lej/enue,  during  tlie  preceding  vear 
nad  not  encreafed,  but  had  rather  fallen  off;  the 
^opditiqn  or  the  gali  India  Company,  which  the 

^  houic 

)  ^  I  o'  J  .  >  i 

e  annuities,  at tliive  were  at  .SH 

•  S  oOuthSea  old  aniruit'cs  at  86 


[  3a  ] 

houfc  was  in  poffefllon  of  only  a  week  or  two  be¬ 
fore  this  mighty  vaunt  was  made,  afforded  the 
Itrongeft  reaibns  for  apprehending  that  they  were 
in  no  condition  to  make  their  ftipulated  annual 
payment  in  future  ;  and  without  it,  although  the 
land-tax  feemed  fixed,  in  perpetuity,  at  three 
Ihillings  in  the  pound  during  peace,  a  rate  unpre¬ 
cedented  in  former  times,  the  ordinary  revenue 
would  be  quite  inaeiequate  to  the  objebls  pro^ 
)fed. 

But  fuppofing  a  coincidence  of  fortunate  events 
to  realize  the  calculations  of  the  minifter,  and  we 
Ihould  not  have  been  forced  into  a  war,  until  the 
yearly  revenue  amounted  tod'even  millions;  with 
what  fhadov/  of  reafon  could  even  fuch  an  income 
be  fuppofed  equal  to  the  expences  which  would 
then  be  incurred  ?  At  the  commencement  of  the 
war  which  Kino;  William  waged  with  Lou  s  XIV. 
the  charges  were  defrayed  by  lupplles  railed  and 
paid  v/ithin  the  year  ;  all  the  loans  were  iuppofed 
to 'be,  temporary,  and  to  end  with  the  coIledfiT 
on.  Too  foon  however,  the  pernicious  mode  of 
borrowing  on  the  credit  of  the  fupplies  was  intro¬ 
duced,  w^hich  created  oppoiite  iriterefts  between 
'the  'gavernors  and  the  governed,  and  a  debt  of 
tiiirteen  millionsfwas  incurrecl  during  that  reign. 
'Irf  the  next,  the  national  debt  was  increafed  twen¬ 
ty-fix  millions  more,  in  confequence  of  a  v/ar  which 
continued  twelve  years.  Notwithftanding  almoft 
Xniverfal  ipeace  prevailed  for  the  tv/enty-feven 
.years  v/hich  followed  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  yet 
'the  nafionai  debt' had,  in  that  fpace  of  time,  ih- 
Treaied  fix  millions  *  and  during  three  years  war 
with  Spain  fingly,  and  five  years  war  with  Spain 
and*  fiVance  united,  thirty  two  millions  were 
^4ded  4.0  the  national  incumbrance.  So4hat  4he 
'  ■ '  '  '  '  >  wars 
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wars  waged  by  King  William  and  Queen  Anne^' 
,nlay  be  laid  to  have  been  maintained  at  the 
expence  of  about  two  millions  per  annum,  and 
the  firft  war  in  the  reign  of  George  Ild,  at  four 
millions  per  annum ;  and  according  to  fhe  pro- 
greflive  increafe  of  expences  in  every  depart¬ 
ment,  fmce  committees  of  enquiry  and  accounts 
have  been  over-ruled,  firnilar  exertions  could  not 
be  reniwved  at  a  lefs  charge  to  the  nation  than 
five  millions  per  annum ;  how  then  v/ould  a  re- 
venue  of  ieven  millions  be  adequate  to  the  car- 
ryihg  on  a  v/ar,  when  more  than  four  millions  is 
fwailowed  up  every  year  in  a  peace  eftabJilli- 
ment? 

'  The '  iellion  of  parliament  was  clofed  on 
the  pth  of  June,  by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

^  The  difpute^  concerning  the  Middlefex  elec¬ 
tion  had  now  fubfided,  except  that  Sir  Geo. 
Savile  every  felfron,  -made,  what  he  called  his 
annual  profeft  againft  the 'deeifion  of  the  houfe 
on  that  bufinefs,  which  '  palled  v/itliput  m'uch 
debate;  however,  it  was  nov/  revived,  by  being 
invefti gated  in  a^  hew  mode.  ) 

A  caufe  was  tried  before  Lord  Mansfield  at 
Weftmirifter-^hal'l-*,  upon  an  afction  brought  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Townfehd’  againft  the  collector 
land--tax,  for  cliftraining  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  hay-  belonging  to  Mr.  Townfend,  up- 
omhis  refufiqg  to ,  pay  the  aireffm  the  land^* 
^tax,  he '  not' being  fully  reprefented  in  pariia- 
'.^hd^confequently  he  confidered  tire-  tax 
ii^pofiti^  .After  tlie  matter  of 
,Mr.  Wilkeses  different  expulfi'ons,  rejections;  and 
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final  incapacitation  had  been  ftated  to  the  j’urjE 
by  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  and  the  houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  feating  Mr,  Luttrell,  altirough  he  had 
the  feweft  votes,  the  Serjeant  told  them,  if  they 
coincided  in  opinion  with  him,  that  the  county 
of  Middlefex  was  not  fully  and  fairly  reprefent- 
ed,  they  would  find  for  the  plaintiff ;  but  if 
they  thought  the  prefent  houfe  of  commons 
had  authority  to  impofe  fuch  a  tax,  then  the 
defendant  was  jufiified.  He  then  produced  the 
evidence  of  the  poll  books,  the  fheriffs  return, 
&c.  to  prove  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the  legal  re- 
Trrefentative  for  the  county  of  Middlefex. 
The  attorney- general  who  was  retained  for 
the  defendant,  did  not  appear,  Mr.  Wallace, 
who  was  alfo  retained,  made  no  other  reply 
tlian  by  producing  the  aft  of  parliament,  under 
the  authority  of  which  the  colledor  had  afted. 
Lord  Mansfield  then  told  the  jury,  that  the 
queftion  before  them  was,  in  faft,  no  other 
than,  whether  there  was  at  that  time  any  le- 
glflative  pow'er  in  this  country  .i*  If  they  acknow- 
Tedged  there  was,  then  they  muff  find  for  thq 
defendant ;  and  that  as  to  the  evidence  offered 
to  be  produced  by  the  Serjeant,  it  was  his 
opinion,  that  it  was  not  by  law  competent, 
and  was  inadmilhble.  The  jury,  with  little 
or  no  helitation,  found  for  the  defendant. 
JMr.  Townfend,  who  was  prefent  in  court, 
tlien  declared  that  the  affair  fhould  there' 
end. 

On  the  fourth  of  Auguft,  Lord  Hillfborough 
refigned  iris  poft  of  fecretary  of  Hate  for  the 
American  Colonies,  as  vvell  as  that  of  firft  lord 
of  trade  and  was  fucceeded  in  both  by  the 
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ISarl  of  Dartmouth.  Soon  after  his  retiring 
from  thefe  offices,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  an  Earl  of  Great-Britain.  Lord  Dartmouth- 
in  parliament,-  had  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the 
ftamp-ad,  and  fince  that  event,  liad  always 
oppofed  the  taxation  of  America.  From  the 
advancement  of  this  nobleman  therefore,  it  v/as 
concluded,  that  a  new  fyltem  of  government 
Would  take  place  with  refpedl  to  the  Colonies^ 
The  Earl  of  Harcourt  fucceeded  Lord  Townfhend 
in  the  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  when  the  latter 
Was  appointed  mafter -general  of  the  Ordnance ; 
on  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  General 
Conway  obtained  the  government  of  the  ifle  of 
Jerfey,  whom  Sir  Jeffery  Amherft  Succeeded  as 
lieutenant-general^  of  the  ordnance,  and  was  af¬ 
terwards  called  to  the  privy  council.  Lord  Stor¬ 
mont  was  appointed  ambaffador  extraordinary 
_at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  'in  the  room  of  the 
Earl  of  Harcourt.  Mr.  Jenkinfon  was  appointed 
vice-treafurer  of  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Charles  Fo:s^ 
u  lord  of  the  treafury  in  his  room. 

The  nation  had  now  enjoyed  a  nine  years 
peace ;  and  that  adVive  fpirit  fo  prevalent  in  this 
country,  and  charadteriftic  of  the  people,  difco- 
vered  itfelf  in  great  and  laudable  undertakings^ 
which  tended  to  facilitate  inland  traffic,  anditci 
open  a  ready  communication  between  great 
fading  towns,  by  means  of  navigable  canals, 
T  he  commerce  with  America  indeed  ianguifhed, 
in  confequence  of  the  dilagreements  which  had 
broke  out  between  this  country  and  thole  cc-- 
lonies;  the  beneficial  commerce  with  Portugal 
was  on  the  decline;  the  Levant  trade  too,  once 
fo  profitable  on  account  ot  the  demand  which  it 
e^ufcd  for  our  manufaftures,  as  well  as  for  the 

produdlion^ 


prodinifVions  of  our  Wdt  India  Iflands,  and'  oft 
account  of  the  balance  which  accrued  from 
was  no  longer  important.  The  fouthern  parts 
of  France  had-  for  many  years  availed  them- 
felves'  .of  tiie  advantages  which  their  fituatiun 
afforded,  and  underfold  us  in  all  the  Turkifb. 
ports.  But  the  lofs  of  this  trade  was  now  com- 
penfatcd  by  the  great  increafe  of  tl^e  commerce 
with  Ruffia,  .  in  confequence  of  the  advances 
made  in  civilization  throughout  that  extenfive' 
empire ;  and  the  endeavours  ufed  by  the  prefent 
emprefs,  to  introduce  among  the  higher  orders 
of  the  rtate,  the  arts  and  manners  of  the  more 
polillied  kingdoms  of  Europe.  Notwithfianding 
which,  our  foreign  trade,  taken  in  the  aggregate,, 
was  much  on  the  decline ;  and  the  balance  was 
againft  us  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  owing  to 
the  great  increafe  of  luxury  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom.  In  proof  of  which,  although  our  gold 
coin  was  reduced  to  a  difgracefui  date  of  defi¬ 
ciency,  yet.  confiderable  quantities  were  clan- 
deftinely  exported,  particularly  by  the  jews. 

,,  Afia  v/as  the  quarter  of  the  world  from 
whence  the  nation  enjoyed  an  influx  of  riches. 
Numbers  of  thofe  w^ho  liad  acquired  fortunes  in- 
India,,  returned  every  year  to  their  native  coun¬ 
try;  thefe,  in  general,  being  eager  to  purchafe 
eftates,  the  value  of  land  rofe  to  a  height  which 
it  had  never  before  reached ;  the  public  and 
private  banks  were  full  of  cafli ;  infomueh,  that 
it  has  been  faid  to  have  been  in  the  contem¬ 


plation  of  government,  to  reduce  the  legal  rate 
of  intereft  from  five  four  per  cent,  for,  not- 


wiihiianding  thefe  appearances  of  wealth  in  the 
nation,  the  public  funds  were  coniiderably  lower 
than  they  had  been  foon  after  the  peace  took 
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-  This  ftate  of  the  kingdom  was  ver^  favourable  . 
to/ the  enterprizing  and  induftrious  manufadlur- 
er  and  merchant,  as  it  facilitated  the  procure¬ 
ment  of  money  on  perfonal  fecurity ;  but  at 
the  fame  time^  it  encouraged  a  very  deftryftive 
mode  of  raifing  money,  by  drawing  and  nego¬ 
tiating  bills  of  exchange,  and  illuing  notes  of 
hand,  '  for  which  no  valuable  confideration  was 
given  in  the  firft  inftance ;  and  the^eafe  with 
which  an  imaginary  capital  was  thus  raifed  and  \ 

maintained,  occafioned  tiie  abufe  to  be  car¬ 
ried  to  fuch  an  excels,  as  in  the  end  threat¬ 
ened  the  ddtruAion  of  all  confidence  between 
man  and  man.  People  of  no  fortune,  or  even 
fuch  as  were  actually  infolvent,  without  having 
incurred  the  fufpicion  of  it,  were  hereby  enabled 
to  keep  up  an  appearance  of  opulence  for  x, 
time,  and  to  purfue  defperate  I'chemes  under 
the  vain  expedation  of  fpeedily  becoming 
rich;  Diflipation  and  extravagance  were  at 
once  the  caufes  of  fuch  pradices,  and  the  ef? 
feds  produced  by  them.  The  mafe  of  unthink¬ 
ing  men  grew  unmindful  of  their  expences^ 
becaufe  they  were  enabled  to  raife  prcfent 
money  to  defray  them  ^  whilft  others,  were 
driven  to  fuch  expedients  when  their  profufion 
had  wafted  their  fortunes.  Another  pradice 
which  was  equally  prevalent  at  the  time  now 
fpoken  of,  was,  hazarding  defperate  ftakes  ori 
tbs  fluduations  of  the  public  funds.  It  is  true^ 
the  mifehievous  pradice  of  ftock-jobbing  has 
prevailed  almoft  ever  fmee  the  creation  of  a 
national  debt  •,  but  the  great  fiuduation  in. 
the  price  of  India  flock  about  this  time,  afford¬ 
ed  greater  fcope  than  ufual  to  the  infatiate 
gamefler*  An  adveqturer,  whole  condud  was 
■  ,  neitlier 
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neither  imder  the  reltraints  of  prudence  ftof 
principle;  and  who  had  rifen  in  a  fev/  •yearfi 
trom  the  condition  of  a  fervanty  to  be  a  part-' 
ner,  and  chief  manager,  in  a  very  refpedfable 
banking-houfe,  having  for  fome  time  fpeculat- 
ed  with  luccefs  in  the  alley,  and  realized  a 
fortune,  became  intoxicated  with  his  eleva-' 
lion ;  he  rivalled  peers,  and  even  Eaft-India 
nabobs,  in  his  profufe  mode  of  living ;  and, 
confiding  in. the  fuppofed  fuperiority  of  his  pe* 
netration,  made  contrafts  for  the  delivery 
of  India  ftoek  to  an  immenfe  amount,  at  a  fhort 
future  dayy  fully  alTured  of  its  falling  confider- 
ably  in  the  intervening  time.  In  this  expecta¬ 
tion  he  was  however  deceived ;  and  the  flock 
rofe  to  a  great  height,  v/hereby  himfelf  and  his 
partners  were  involved  in  one  fudden  ruin. 
Commercial  credit  was  greatly  affeCted  by  this 
failure,  efpecially  as  it  was  immediately  fol-^ 
lowed  by  other  eminent  bankers,  'and  many 
confiderable  merchants  became  bankrupt.  The 
concuffion  was  dreadful :  all  the  airy  bubbles  of 
imfubftantial  confequence  in  the  trading  world, 
now  burft  at  once.  In  this  ftate  of  general 
diflruft  and  alarm,  the  bank  of  England  refufed 
to  difcount  all  bills ;  and  many  men  of  the 
moft  unqueftionable  property,  who  had  em¬ 
barked  in  large  concerns,  felt  all  the  embar- 
raffments  of  poverty,  being  unable  to  raife  im* 
mediate  money  on  awy  kind  of  fecurity.-  Many 
wealthy  families  were  totally  ruined  by  the 
failure  of  others.  The  opulent  tradefman  wag 
no  longer  confidered  as  an  objeCl  of  envy  by 
the  country  gentleman,  who  now  beheld  him> 
as  deriving  all  his  confequence  from  precarious 
and  deiufive  dependencies  j  whilft  the  landholder, 

although; 
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although  perhaps  obliged  to  live'  in  a  tnannet 
circumlcribed,  held  his  fortune  by  too  perma¬ 
nent  a  tenure  to  be  endangered  by  the  indif- 
cretions  of  others.  This  violent  fhock,  however, 
in  its  confequences,  ferved  to  place  commercial 
intercourfe,  on  a  more  folid  and  beneficial  ba- 
fis,  by  inculcating  wholcfome  caution  and  pru¬ 
dent  referve. 
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Meeting  of  parliament — Embarrajfment  of  the  Eap- 
India  Company— PI Oifi  f  or  fending  out  fipervifoxs—pSe^ 
-..cret  committee  chfen  byjhe  honfe  of  Copimons^  .to  etti 
quire  into  the  Jlate  of  the  Company — Report  made  by 
the  Chairman — Difcujfion  of  the  rights  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  poffiffed  by  virtue  of  their  charter— Bill  to  re- 
Jirainthe  Company  from  fending  out  fupervifors — Peti¬ 
tion  of  the  proprietors  of  India  flock  to  the  houfe — Re- 
Venue  drawn  from  the  Company  by  government — 
Abiifes  in  Bengal — Conduit  of  adminifiration  towards 
the  Company  arraigned — Proceedings  of  the  houfe  of 
Lords— Protefl — Enquiry  into  the  expedition  againfl 
the  Caribbs — Condition  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent  at 
the  peace — Augmentation  of^  the  half -pay  of  captains 
in  the  navy — The  Eafl-India  Company  apply  to  par¬ 
liament  for  a  loan— Regulations  propofed  by  Lord: 
North — Reports  from  the  felelt  committee — The  Com¬ 
pany  permitted  to  export  their  teas  duty  free — Remon- 
Jirance — Addrefs  from  the  Company  to  parliament — ^ 
Bill  for  regulating  the  Company's  affairs^  as  well  in 
India  as  in  Europe — Charges  exhibited  againfl  Lord 
Clive — Reafons  which  probably. operated  to  defeat  the 
enquiry — Protefl  of  the  Lords  againfl  the  bill  for  re^ 
gulating  the  Eafl-India  Company — the  loan  refifed  on 
the  conditions  prefcribed- — The  Company  compelled  to 
accept  it — vafl  influence  acquired  by  government-^ 
State  of  finance  for  the  year  1773. 

HILST  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation 
was  iTiaken  by  thefe  unexpeded  events,  the 
parliament  was  called  to  meet  early  in  the  winter, 
in  confequence  of  the  no  lefs  alarming  ftate  of  the 
Eaft-rlndior  company. 


November 
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November  26,  I777.,- his  .majefty  opened  tfe 
felliqns  pa/liament,  by  a  Ip^ech  from  the  throne^ 
In  which  he  told  them,  that  he  had  called  them 
thus  early  together  that  they  might  have  an  op--- 
portunity  of, being  fully  informed  of  the  true  iiat^ 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company’s  affairs  ;  and  that  they 
might  make  fuch  provifions  for  the  common  bene¬ 
fit  and  fecurity  of  ail  the  various  interefts  concern¬ 
ed,  as  they  fhall  find  beft  adapted  to  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  cafe. 

The  flattering  profpetls  which,  the  company ’5 
fervants  in  Bengal  had  held  out,  pf  the  immenfe 
Wealth  which  would  be  derived  to  the  proprieta¬ 
ry  from  the  territorial  acquifitiqns  there,,  had  prov^ 
ed  no  other  than  vain  delufions.  The  company- 
had  accepted  hills  from  India  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  a  million  fterling,  which  was  four  times 
the  amount  which  they  allowed  the  council  to 
draw  for  ;  and  in  confequence  of  the  failure  of  re¬ 
turns  from  thence,  was  indebted  to  the  Bank  for 
money  borrowed,  to  the  revenue  of  the  cuiloms 
for  the  duties  on- goods;  and  had  not  a  fufficient 
fum  in  their  treafury  to  make  good  their  quarter¬ 
ly  payment  of  100,000 1.  to  government. 

-  The  manner  in  which  the  company  had  been  fet 
at  nought  by  its  fervants  in  India,  whilft  the  moft 
poflti  ve  orders  of  the  diredtion  were  either  evaded, 
or  utterly  difregarded,  had  led  it  to  fend  out  fu- 
pervifors  in  the  year  1769;  thefe  gentlemen  were 
invefted  with  very  extenfive  powers,  by  the  exer- 
oife  ofvv'hich,  it  was  hoped,  that  a  general  reform 
would  be  brought  about,  and  a  radical  cure  of 
thefe  growing  evils  effedted.  But  the  fhip  in 
which  they  were,  embarked,  was  never  heard  of 
after  foe  failed  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fd 
that  the  mal-adminiftration  in  Hindoflan  continu¬ 
ed  witltout,  rpftraint  or  control.  The  bill  which 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Sullivan  brought  in  during  the  laftfeflionofpar»^ 
liament,  but  which  the  houfe  rejefted,  aimed  zt 
new  modelling  entirely  the  government  of  Ben¬ 
gal,  During  the  fummer,  the  company  had  re-^ 
iblved  on  fending  out  fupervifors  to  India,  and-- 
lix  gentlemen  were  nominated  to  that  impor-^ 
tant  truft.  ^ 

When  the  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  king’s- 
fpeech  was  moved  for  in  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  he  expati¬ 
ated  on  the  enormous  abufes  praftifed  in  India, 
and  reprefented  the  Company  as  being  in  _a  rui¬ 
nous  and  defperate  condition.  Lord  North  drew  * 
a  different  pidlurei  He  faid,  that  from  every 
thing  he  could  learn  refpefting  the  ftate  of  the 
Company,  their  embarralfments,  though  grie¬ 
vous  for  the  prefent,  were  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
to  weaken  their  ftability ;  that  their  vaft  flock  of 
teas,  and  the  merchandize  imported  from  their 
different  fettlements,  all  which  were  fafely  depofi- 
tedathome;  befides  their  property  in  India,  and 
what  were  floating  bn  the  feas,  proved  that  their 
prefent  embarraflfnents  were  only  temporary,  and 
ought  not  to  affecfl  the  credit  of  the  company: 
He  then  made  a  motion  that  a  committee  of  fecre- 
cy,  confifling  of  thirteen  perfons,  fhould  be  cho- 
feri  by  ballot ;  which  after  confiderable  oppofition, 
was  adopted  by  flie  houfe.f  ^  This  committee  was 

furnifhed 

♦  Gen.  Monckton,  George  Cuiorning,  William  Devaynes, 
Peter  Lafcelles,  Daniel  Wier,  and  Edward  Wheeler,  Efqrs-. 

f  The  gentlemen  chofen  were  Mr.  Alderman  Harley, 
chairman,  (whofe  great  uncle,  the  Itrft  Earl  of  Oxford,  was 
an  arbitrator  chofen  to  adjufl;  the  interefls  of  the  two  Eall- 
flndia  con.panies,  when  they  were  united  ini  701.)  Lord 
.Frederick  Campbe'l,  Lord  Palmerftone,  Mr.  Rigby,  A4?. 
;$tanley,  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  Mr.  Jackfon,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  Mr. 
Burrel,  Mfr.  Rvder,  Mf.  \Yalpole,  Mr,  and,  Mr. 

•Giliier^.  '  -  ^ 


[  93  1 

furnilhed  with  full  powers,  and  it  was  laid  down 
to  them,  as  an  inftruftion,  to  take  into -par ticiiiar 
confideration,  the  meafure  ot  fending  out  a  com- 
,  rniUion  of  fupervifion  to  any  part  of  our  territories 
in  the  Ealt“Indics.  The  feledt  committee  which 
had  been  chofen  the  lall  fellion  was  then  revived, 
more  perhaps  from  a  refped  to  the  members  who 
compofed  it,  than  from  any  views  v/hich  the 
minifter  had  of  accompliiliing  his  purpofes  by 
its  means. 

The  chairman  of  the  fecret  comiriittee  reported 
to  the  houfe,  on  the  feventh  of  December,  that 
the  Eaft-India  company,  notwithftanding  their  ac¬ 
knowledged  diftrelfes  for  want  of  money,  were 
preparing  to  fend  out  a  commilTion  of  lupervifors- 
to  India,  the  expence  attending  which  \yas  calcu¬ 
lated  at  1 20,000 1.  per  annum,  which  would  ftill 
add  to  their  diftrefs ;  and  recommended  that  a  bill 
fhoiild  be  brought  in,  toreftrain  them  for  a  limit- 
ted  time,  from  fending  out  fuper vifors ^  and  a  bill 
was  brought  iri  accordingly.  ,, 

All  the  powers  of  eloquence,  and  force  of  rea- 
foning,  were  called  forth  in  the  difcufiion  of  th^ 
momentous  point.  The  attorney  and  folicitor- 
genefal  ^contended  that  the  charter  of  the  compa-r 
ny  did  not  empower  it^to  appoint  fupervifors. 
The  malverfations  which  had  been  fo  long  praAiT 
fed  with  impunity  in  the  Eaft,  were  reprefented  as 
too  enormous  for  any  efforf  of  the  court  of  direcT  ^ 
tors  to  correct ;  and  that  the  powers  which  governT 
ment  polfeffed,  were  alone  capable'  of  reftoring 
the  inhabitants  of  Hindoftan  to  the  fecure  m- 
joyment'  of  liberty  and  property,  curbing  rapaci¬ 
ty  and  .violence,  and  diredling  the  revenues  of 
^that  extenfive  country  into  their  proper  channels. 
The  fubje^l  naturally  led  to  an  enquiry,  whether 
a  company  of  merchants,  ading  under  a  charter, 
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Rave  a  right  to  conquer  and  hold  to  themfefve'S  do¬ 
minions,  and  eftabiifh  civil  regulations  there  In-' 
dependent  of  the  ftate  to  which  they  belong  *  ' 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  retraining  bill  throu<?!r 

tl  ^  delivered  a  petitio.n  frOrri' 

the  Eaft-India  company  againft  it;* 'in  which,- 
with  all  deference  to  the  wifdom  and  fupreme  au- 
t  lority  of  parliament,  they  reprefent  the  bill  'as 
lubverfivc  of  thoie  rights  which  they  hold  under 
their  charter ;  the  privileges  of  which  have  been 
purchaled  by  their  predecefTors  from  the  public 
for  a  valuable  confideration,  confirmed  by  feveraf 
acts  of  parliament ;  the  provifions  of  which  the 
petitioners  are  not  in  any  degree  confcious  of  hav¬ 
ing  violated.  ... 

It  then  complained,  that  the  report  of  the  fecref 
comm.ittee,  upon  which  the  bill  was  to  proceed 
Was  erroneous  with  refpecl:  to  the  calculation  of  the 
expences ;  and  if  their  affairs'  had  been  examined 
in  a  public  manner,  the  petitioners  might  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  attending  to  their  feveraf  inte- 
fefts  ;  the  report  which  'would  then  have  been 

made,  would  hive  t>een  '  vefy  different  from  that 
which  has  appeared,  It  then  ftated,  that  the  ex- 
pdnce.s  of  the  cofnmrffion  was  defigned  to  hax^e  been 
defrayed  from  a  part ‘of  the  favings.propofed  to 
be-  made  thereb}',  lb  that  the  creditors  of  the. 
Company  could  not  have  been  injured  in  any  de- 
gfee,  but  niufi  liav-e  been  on  the  contrary  greatly 
behefited.:  It  ■’fnggelted,  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  to  the  Company  anfipg  from'  fiich  a  bilb 
which  would  pfeVtat  them'  frbm  taking'fr'e  'neceft 
.fary  fteps  for  the  arrangement  of  their  affSirs,  and 
thereby  may  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  fiilfil- 

^  if  xvas  ngned  hy'na  itiore  tfeti  foimefei*i  propriet^>rs  of 

.r-  fA 
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tlieir  engagements  to  the  public and  com 
eluded  'Withi  claiming,  with  all  humility,  the  be¬ 
nefit  ofdKe  law  of  tliie  land,  and  the  public  faith 
of  the  nation,  for  the  free  enjoyment  and  exercife 
•of 'the*  rights  and  powers  which  they  held  un¬ 
der  their  charter  ^  and  prayed,  ‘that  they  may 
.be  [heard*  by  themfelves,  or  their  counfel,  againft 
the  bill.  '  ■  v 


Counfel  being  hereupon  admitted,  it  .'was  given 
in  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the'  houfe,  that  govern¬ 
ment  had  received  by  the  nett  duties,  and  the  fti- 
pulated  4CX),oool.  little  lefs  than  two  millions  an¬ 
nually  from- the  Company ;  which  at  the  fame  time 
had  loft  a  million  by  the  indemnity  agreement 
upon  tea,  of  which  700,0001.  went  to  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  remainder  to  the  purchafers.  The 
whole  of  the  Company’s  receipts  of  dividends  dur¬ 
ing.  the  five  laft  years^  fcarcely  amounted  to 
900,0001.  more  tham  6  percent,  upon  its  capita], 
which  v;as  the  loweft  trading  dividend  that  had 
ever  been  made  during  the*  moft  expenfive  and 
dangerous  war.  It  appeared  upon  the  whole, 
the  Company’s  mercantile  profits  during  the  above 
period,  amounted,  on  an  average,  to  464,000!. 
annually,  which  would  have  afforded  a  dividend  of 
12  and  a  half  percent.;  fo  that  while  government 
■profited  to  the  great  amount  of  two  millions,  the 
proprietary,  inftead  'of  reaping  any  benefit,  loft 
confiderably  of  the  dividend,  which  the  profit  of 
^their  trade  only,  independent  of  the  territorial  re-: 
•venues,  would  have  afforded.  " 

Thefe  fails  were  much  infifted  on  by  the  counfel 
who  were  heard  on  the  third  reading,*  The  abiH 
fes  in  India,  particularly  at  Bengal,  were  repre- 
fented  with  equal  precifion.  la  the  military  efla- 
‘  ^  .  bliftiment 
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Williment  there,  the  annual  expence  of  thirtyr 
^loufand  foldiers,  not  four  thoufand  of  whom  were 
Europeans,  amounted  to  above  a  million.  ..At 
Fort  St.  George,  where  an  army  of  twenty-three 
ttioufand  men  was  maintained,  of  which  four  thou^ 
fand  foiu'  hundred  were  Europeans,  the  annual  exr 
pence  was  near  500^00  L  By  putting  the  Bengal 
army  on  a  fimilar  footing  with  that  at  Fort' St. 
George,  the  expence  ought  to  be  very  little  more 
^  than  400,000  ].  If  this  reform  could  by  any  means 
be  brought  about,  the  faving  to  the  Company 
would  exceed  half  a  million  annually. 

The  fame  gradation  of  profufion  was  cbferved 
in  the  civil  eftabiirnment.  At  Bengal,  one  hun^" 
dred  and  feventy-one  civil  fervants,  annually  coft 
the  Company  300,000!.  and  at  Fort  St.  George 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  civil  fervants,  coft  only 
50,000!.  Thefe  were 'laid  to  be  proper  objedls  of 
regulation;  and  it  was  evident  great  favings,  and 
fuch  as  prodigioufly  exceeded  the  expences  of  fu- 
pervifors,  might  be  made. 

Befides  the  regulations  neceflary  to  be  introdur: 
ced  into  tlie  civil  and  military  eftablifhments,  other 
ceconomical  plans  might  be  adopted.  Great  abu- 
fes  had  been  committed  in  making  additional  for¬ 
tifications  and  building  barracks.  The  whole  ex¬ 
pence  of  forts  fince  1765,  the  time  when  the  fdcSt 
committee  at  Bengal  was  firft  inftituted,  amounted 
to  more  than  1,200,000 1.  The  natives  vra  e  likewife 
grievoully  oppreifed,  not  only  by  heavy  duties  on' 
all  the  neceffaries  of  life,  but  by  a  tax  called  Ma- 
toot,  which  was  levied  under  pretext  of  repairing 
bridges,  roads,  &c.  the  produce  of  which  was  di¬ 
vided  among  the  committee.* 

Until 

*  Mr.  Sykes,  who  was  then  in  the  houfe,  was  charge^  with 
having  received  leveral  thouiands  per  annmn  from  tl  ist^x* 
which  was  k-vied  for  years  without  the  kiiowlec’ge  of  ihei 
at  home. 


\ 


[  57  ] 

V 

Until  the  feled  committee  of  Lord  Clive  had 
the  diredlion  of  affairs,  the  civil  and  military 
expences  of  the  Company  at  Bengal  had  never 
exceeded  700,000!.  The  next  year  1766,  they 
came  up  to  900,000!.  and  fo  on  gradually,  till 
at  length,  in  1771,  they  amounted  to  1,800, 000 1. 
fterling.  ^  This  detail  clearly  demonfiiated,  that 
a  cornmiffion  of  able  and  upright  men,  vefted 
with  juft  power  and  authority,  miglit  fave  the 
Company  fums,  againft  which  the  expence  of 
the  fupervifors  would  weigh  but  little  in  the 
fcale;  The  counfel  contended,  th.at  the  Com¬ 
pany  claimed  a  right  of  maintaining  their  own 
fconcerns  by  the  powers  vefted  in  them  by  their 
charter,  and  likewife  in  return  for  fignal  fervicei 
which  they  had ‘rendered  to  the  nation. 

Thus  the  evidence  given  in  at  the  bar,  and 

the  pleading  of  counfel;  ferved  to  eftablifh  fada 

whicn  were  not  before  doubted;  namely,  the 

great  delinquency  of  the  Company’s  fervants  • 

■but  they  did  not  tend  to  confirm"  the  belief,  that 

the  Company  was  competent  to  the  redrefs  of 

t  efe  abufes,  efpecialiy  as  the  feied  committee 

at  Calcutta,  from  whence  thefe  enormities  had 

Iprung,  was  formed  for  the-  purpofe  of  corredintr 
inch  evils;  .  ■ 

.The  important  queftion  was,  whether  the  pre- 
ent  exigency  and  imbecillity  of  the  Company, 
were  fuch  as  Warranted  the  interpofition  of  par- 

George  Germain  acknowledged 
6  I  to  be  a  great  ftretch  of  parliamentary 
■authority,  and  not  to  be'juftifiable  but  by  the 
molt  cogent  neceflity,  which  precedes  all.  other 
law;  but  he  faw,  in  that  inftance,  the  neceflity 

prefluig  upon  the  houfs  to  interfere,  in  the 
clearelt  raannen 

H  Lord 
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Lord  John  Cavendifli  was  of  a  different  opimorf- 
He  faid,  when  extraordinary  remedies  become 
the  ordinary  engines  of  government,  you  may 
be  affured  you  have  a  weak  miniltry.  Men  of 
fuperior,  and  even  of  comrxion  abilities,  torefee^ 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  great  evils  *,  and  if,  ^ 
in  the  fluctuation  of  human  events,  (uch  evils' 
fliould  nevertlielefs  arife,  they  know  how  to  re¬ 
move  them,  without  offering  violence  to^the  ge¬ 
neral  lyftem ;  to  thofe  facred  inftitutions,  which 
are  to  human  fociety,  what  gravitation  is  to  the 
conflitution  of  the  univerfe. 

On  this  occafion  Mr.  Burke  difplayed  all  thofe 
rare  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart,  w^ith  which 
he  is  fo  eminently  gifted.  He  obferved,  that  in 
1767  parliament  took  the  ftate  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company’s  trade  and  reveiaue  into  confidera- 
tion,  for  the  doing  which  five  realons  were  aflign*- 
ed. — The  maintenance  of  the  public  faith — ^The 
fupport  of  public  credit— The  increafe  of  the 
Company’s  trade — The  increafe  of  its  revenues 
— and  the  fecurity  of  the  flockholders.  Tnis 
grand  and  falutary  plan  was  entered  upon. 
Bocks  upon  books,  and  papers  upon  papers, 

'  Were  brought  up,  and  piled  upon  the  table,' 
The  fubjeCt  was  confidered  and  reconfidered  ; 
debate  fucceeded  debate,  and  refolution  foiiow^- 
ed  refolution.  One  and  forty  times  did  the  houfe 
fit  on  this  bufinefs,  and  more  than  once  till  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  What  was  the  reiult  ? 

feral  hie  tantiim  dignum  promiffor  hiatu  ?  What 
did  this  mountain  in  labour  biing  forth?  No 
moufe  truly ^  but  a  fair  round  fum  of  400,000}. 
a  year  to  government.  In  this  manner  did  par¬ 
liament  provide  for  tlie  maintenance  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  faith,  and  the  fupport  of  the  public  credit! 

In* 
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'  ,  * 

In  thi^  manner  did  parliament-  increafe  the 

Company’s  trade  and  revenue,  and  give  fecurity 
to  the  ftockholders !  When  the  Company  came 
down  handlomely,  and  furnifhed  a  realonable 
fum  to  pay  off  the  arrears  of  the  civil  lift^  ar¬ 
rears  fo  honourably  and  ufefully  contrafted,  the 
five  reafons  were  forgot.  The  eyes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  were  dazzled,  and  could  no  longer  fee 
how  to  make  any  regulations  for  fecuring  the 
permanence^  and  liability  of  that  lucrative  bar¬ 
gain  which  it  had  made.  The  Company,  with-* 
out  the  aid  of  precedent,  without  the  light  of 
experience,  without  chart  or  compafs,  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  fleer  at  random  through  tliis  perilous 
ocean:  What  wonder  that  they  loft  their  courfe  ! 
rhe  wonder  would  have  been,  if  affifted  by  no 
lights,  but  by  thofe  communicated  by  fervants 
interefted  through  the  fear  of  paft  embezzlement^ 
and  the  hope  of  future  peculation,  to  miflead^ 
they  had  not  been  bewildered  and  loft.  The 
diltrefs  of  the  Company  arifes  from  the  impro-^ 
‘vidence  of  adminiftration,  and  the  fhort-fighted- 
nefs  of  parliament,  in  mot  forming  for  it  a 
lyltem  of  government  fuitable  to  its  form  and 
^onftitution.  ^  He  added,  Or  am  I  miftaken  ? 
.Were  the  affairs  of  the  Company  defignedly  left 
in  confufion  ?  Were  the  diredlors  left  without 
•  al  control  over  delinquent  fervants? 

as  the  colledion  of  the  revenues  left  without 
any  check?  Was  the  tyranny  of  a  double  eo- 
yernment,  like  our  double  cabinet,  tolerated, 
with  a  view  of  feeing  the  concerns  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  become  an  abfolute  chaos  of  diforder,  and 
ot  giving  government  a  handle  for  feizirig  the 
territorial  revenue?  I  know  that  this  was  the 
^rigii^l  fchenne  of  adminiftration,  and  I  violently 
lulped  that  it  never  has  been  relinquiflied.  If 

H  %  ' 
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the  'miniftry  have  no  finifter  view,  if  they  do  ro£ 
mean  by  this  unconftitutional  ftep  to  extend  the 
influence  of  the  crown,  they  will  nov/  Ipeak  out, 
and  explicitly  declare  their  intentions.  Their 
filence  may  be  jnftly  conftriied  into  a  confefiiorr 
of  fuch  a  defign,  and  they  will  thenceforth  be 
confidered  as  die  determined  enemies  of  the  li¬ 
berty  of  their  country.  God  knows,  that  the 
places  and  penfions,  and  expeiSfancies  furnifhed 
by  the  Britifh  cftablifltment,  are  too  powerful 
for  the  fmall  remains  of  patriotifm  and  public 
i'pirit  that  remain  in  our  ifland.  What  then  will 
become  of  us,  il  Bengal,  if  the  Ganges,  pour 
in  a  new  tide  of  corruption .?  Should  the  evil 
genius  of  Britifla  liberty  fo  ordain  it,  I  feat  this 
home  will  be  fo  far  from  removing  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  the  Eaff,  that  it  will  be  corrupted  by  it. 

I  dread  more  from  the  infefticn  of  that  place, 
tlian  I  hope  from  the  virtue  of  this  houfe.  Was  it 
not  the  fudden  plunder  of  the  Ealt  that  gave  the 
final  blow  to  the  freedom  of  Rome  .?  What  rea- 
fon  have  v/e  to  expedf  a  better  fate  ?  I  conjure 
you  by  every  thing  which  man  ought  to  hold 
facred;  I  conjure  ypu  by  the  fpirits  of  your 
forefathers,  who  lb  nobly  fought  and  bled  for 
the  caiife  for  vihich  I  now  plead ;  I  conjure  you 
by  what  includes  every  thing,  by  your  country, 
not  to  yield  to  the  temptations  which  the  Eaif  in 
tire  hands  of  \he  crown  hold*'  out,  not  to  fink 
into  the  gu!ph_cf  corruption,  and  to  drag  after 
you  your  pcfterity,  your  country.  i  obtett 
heaven  and  eart!;,’  that  in  all  places,  and  at  all 
times,  1  have  hitiierto  flioved  by  the  gilded  hand 
of  corruption,  and  endeavoured  to  ftem  the 
torrent  which  threatens  to  overwhelm  this  land, 
ilpon  the  whole,  the  bill  is  dangerous  in  iifclf, 

as-  be'ipo'  the  liilt  ftep  towards  a  total  invalion 
®  of’ 
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oF  the  Company’s  territories  in  BengaJ ;  and, 
thouid  we  admit  the  motives  which  lead  to  it  to 
be  good,  yet  fuch  a  ftep  is  dangerous  as  a  pre¬ 
cedent.  i  do  not,  however,  deny  that  the  iioiiFe 
,  has  the  power  to  pal's  it,  but  you  have  not  the 
right.  There  is  a  perpetual  coafufion  in  gentle¬ 
men’s  ideas  from  inattention  to  this  material  di.i'- 
tinCtion;  from  which,  properly  confidered,  it 
will  appear,  that  this  bill,  is  contrary  to  th.e  eter¬ 
nal  laws  of  r’S-l'i  an-ri  wrong,  lav/s  tiiat  ought  tp 
bind  all  men,  and  above  ail  men,  legiflative  af- 
femblies! 

Upoa  a  divifion  the  bill  paffed  one  hundred 
and  fifty-three  to ’twenty-eight*  .  /  ,  > 

In  the  houfe  of  Lords  it  met  with  a  faint  oppofi- 
tion,  but  was  produdive  of  a  proteft,  in  which,  a 
among  rnany  other  reafonsaffigned^  it  was  oppofed, 
becauie  it  appears  that  the  Company  were  not  only 
autaorifed  by  law,  but  bound  in  duty,  to  appoint  a 
commiflion  for  regulating  their  affairs  and  correct¬ 
ing  abuies.  It  might  haye  been  alledged  a'gainlf 
the  company,  that  non-ufer  and  negledl^dff  ap- 
pi}  ing  legal  powers,  for  the  ends  for  which  fuch 
powers  were  given,  were  miatters  of  delinquenc}r 
in  that  corporation,  and  might  have  fubjeded 
them  to  ;procefs  in  the  courts  below,  pr  , to  an 
adverfeprocxceding  in  parlianient.  It  is;  a  go- 
yernment,  the  protefters  conceive,  full  of  deceit 
v/eijl.  ^  -^.3  vioknce,  ..vyhci'fe  ^  men  are  to  be 
they  decline,  br<  to  be  rdft rained 
if  they,  end e.avQur  .to  cxercife  their  lawful 

powersj.^  tn*  .  Ij  .  ,  \  : 

riic*  bik3paffed.  jby  ,q(wen^^  to  No 

^fooner  was  this  ybufinefs  )difp$fclKd,  than '  the 

two  ,  houfesr.^djourneda^foridi^^^^^  Chriftmas  re^ 
fefs,  ‘  ^ 
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■When  the  parliament  was  re-alTcmbied,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  moved  *  for  an 
enquiry  into  an  expedition  which  had  been  made 
againit  the  Caribbean  Indians,  dwelling  on  the 
lilind  of  St.  Vincent,  in  the  W eft  Indies.^ 

Tnis  Iftand,  togetlier  with  thofe  of  St.  Lucia 
and  Dominica,  had  been  formerly  confidered, 
both  by  us  and  the  French,  as  neutral,  and  the 
natives  as  lawful  polftffors  of  the  foil.  When  St. 
Vincent’s  became  fubjedl  to  Great-Britain,  at  the 
peace  of  tontainbleau,  the  French  planters  had 
fettled  in  the  northern  or  leew^ard  parts,  whilll 
the  native  Carribbeans  occupied  the  windward,  or 
fouthern,  diftrids.  Wlien  orders  were  ilfued  froni 
the  treafury,  for  the  fale  of  lands  in  the  ceded 
iftands,  the  French  poffeffors  on  this  fpot,  were 
required  to  pay  certain  ftipulated  fums  for  the 
lands  which  they  occupied,  the  right  ‘by  which 
they  held  them  being  confidered  as  invalid  ;  but 
orders' v/ere  given,  'that  the  Caribbs  fhould  not  be 
difturbed  in  their  poffeflions,  whilft  they  obferved 
n'  quiet'  and  inofFenfive  demeanour.  Among 
thefe  Caribbs,  were  about  a  thoufand  lighting 
men.  The  new  fcttlers  who  arrived  from  Eng¬ 
land,  foon  behxcld  with  a  jealous  eye,  the  fertile 
plains  which  were  occupied  by  thefe  people. 
They  propofed  an  exchange  of  lands,  by  which 
theie  Indians  wmuld  poffeis  a  part  of  the  ifland 
equally  convenient  for  their  occupations  of  hunt¬ 
ing  and  fiiliing,  but  being  overrun  with  wood  un¬ 
favourable  for  cultivation.  This  propofed  ex¬ 
change  was  approved  by  government  aFhomei, 
Fut  rejeded  with  great  fpirit  by  the  Caribbs,  who 
infifted  ori  their  right  ofVetairling  the  lands  which 
fhey  poffeffed,  in-  th6"  fame  independent  manner 
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in  which  they  had  hitherto  held  them,  .declaring 
that  they  acknovdedged  no  more  fubjertion  to  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  than  they  had  formerly 
done  to  the  monarcli  of  France,  This  firm  main¬ 
tenance  of  their  natural  rights  was  reprelented,  by 
the  rapacious  planters,  as  a  dangerous  extirpating 
fpirit,  which  expofed  the  new  Colony  to  continual 
dangers  of  being  overwhelmed,  and  it  was  fub- 
mirted  to  government,  whether  it  was  not  expe¬ 
dient  to  tranfport  theic  unhappy  people  either  to 
ihe  coaft  of  Africa,  or  to  the  defai  t  IfiandofSt. 
Matthew.  »  The  latter  fcheme  was  at  length  com¬ 
plied  with,  on  condition  that  they  could  not  be 
brought  to  fubmit  to  the  Englifn  government, 
and  inftruvriiions  were  fent  by  Lord  Hlllfborough  to 
provide  them  with  every  neceiTary  accommoda¬ 
tion,  and  fhew  the  molf  humane  treatment,  both 
in  their  conveyance  to,  and  eltablilliment  in  their 
new  fettlement.  But  as  the  Caribbs  were  highly 
’irritated  at  being  thus  dilpoffeffed  of  their  native 
polfellions,  and  as  there  was  no  force  on  the  ifland . 
fufficient  to  execute  the  orders,  in  April  1772, 
General  Gage  was  diredfed  to  fend  two  regiments 
from  North  America  to  St.  Vincent’s,  and  a  force 
nearly  equal  thereto  was  collected  from  the  other 
iflands.  The  arrival  of  thefe  troops,  together 
with  feme  men  of  war  which  >vere'  defigned  to 
co-operate  in  the  attack,  no  ways  intimidated  the 
Caribbs,  v/ho  defended  themfelves  with  their 
bows  and  arrows,  and  other  miiiile  weapons,  in 
the  ufe  of  which  they  were  very  expert.  The 
rainy  feafon,  which  was  then  fet  in,  and  the  want 
of  proper  huts  to  fheiter  the  troops,  caufcd  great 
ficknel*s  among  them  ;  the  accounts  of  wliich  that 
were  tranfmitted  to  England,  joined  to  the  fu}^ 
pofed  injuftice  of  the  war  which  was  waging,  gave 
birth  to  the  enquiry,  which  however  was  deferred 

('  frorr: 


r  104  ] 

from  time  to  time,  in  expeftation  of  fome  official 
advices  being  received.  It  was  not,  until  the  1 2tli 
of  February,  that  witneffes  were  examined  at  the 
bar ;  fome  of  whom  reprefented  the  Caribbs  as  a 
quiet,  friendly,  and  fair-dealing  race  of  men, 
WHO  had  been  driven  to  adts  of  hoflility  by  the  in^ 
jultice  and  avarice  of  the  new  fet tiers  from  Eng¬ 
land;  whiHl  others  deicribed  them  as  perfidious 
and  cruel,  with  violent  paffions,  and  indulging  a 
lawlefs  freedom  in  the  gratification  of  them,  and 
from  their  attacliment  to  the  French  as  dangerous 
neighbours,  efpeciaily  in  a  hev/  fettiement. 
The  evidence  being  gone  thro’,  ‘Mr.  Townfhend 
made  two  motions,  the  firft  of  which  was,  that 
this  expedition  to  St.  Vincent  was  undertakeri 
without  fufficient  provocation  on  the  part  of  the 
Caribbs,  upon  the  reprefentation  of  interefted 
men,  and  muff,  if  fuccefsful,  end  in  their  total 
extirpation.”  The  fecond,  that  the  military 
were  fent  out  in  an  improper  feafon  of  the  year, 
and  tliat  it  was  likely  to  end  in  the  rum  of  fome 
of  the  beft  troops  in  the  fervice.” 

After  much  debate,  the  houfe  divided,  for  the 
firft  motion  eighty-eight,  againft  ir  two  hundred 
and  fix.  For  the  fecond  feventy-eiglit,  againft  it 
ninety-nine. 

Whilft  the  fubjeef  was  thus  agitating  in  par¬ 
liament,  a  treaty  was  entered  into  between  tlie 
Caribbs  and  .Major  General  Dalrymple,  who 
commanded  the  King’s  troops:  by  which,  the 
former  agreed  to  become  fubjedfs  of  the  King  of 
Great-Biitain,  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  alle¬ 
giance,  and  to  fiibmit  to  the  laws  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  ifland,  fo  far  as  related  to  their  in- 
tercourfe,  and  to '  all  tranfedtions  with  the 
white  irihabitatits;  but  in  their  own  diftridls,  and 
hi  ail  matters^  that  related  to  each  other,  they 
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were  to  retain  their  ancient  cuftoms  and  nfages- 
TJiey,  by  the  'fame  inltrument,  ceded  a  large 
traft  of  valuable  land  to  the  crown,  in  coafidera- 
tion  of  thofe  parts  of  the  iflaad  which  they  retained^ 
being  fecured  to  them  and  their  pofterity  for 
ever. 

The  fale  of  lands  in  the  ceded  iflands,  was  ^ 
meafure  which  had  drawn  on  the  minifiry  mueli 
cenfure ;  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  were  urged 
in  its  defence,  and  the  large  fums  which  would 
thereby^  be  brought  in.to  the  treafury;  but  al¬ 
though-  the- lands  were  fold,  the  fums  received  hy 
government  were  extremely  inconfiderable,  Tq 
that  the,  fciieme  evideritly  tended  iniquitoufly  to 
enrich  ihdiyiduals,  without  benefiting  the  ilate; 
nptwithftanding.  which  flagrant  malverfation,  nr> 
enquiry  was  fet  on  foot,  fo  that  it  was  not  the 
Eaft-lndia  Company. alone  that:  wus  plundered  by 
its  fervants.  <  ^ 

February  9,  Lord  Howe  brought  up  a  petition 
from  the  captains  of  the  navy,,  praying  a  ImaH 
addition  to  their  half-pay.  Lord  North  informed 
the  houfe,  that  no  matter  which  was  to,  afifeA  the 
public  revenue,  ought  to  be  agitated  there,  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  the  crown,,  giyen,  by  fome  of 
its  officers  :  he  did  not  howeyer  mean  to  oppofc 
the  petition  on  that  ground,  and  would  give  hif^ 
confent  to  its  being  brought  up,  but  he  mearu, 

for  many  cogent  reafdns,  to  oppofe  it  through 
every  ftage. 

Notwithftandmg  the  ' authority  which  declared 
againft  the  petition,  and  that  the  three  moft  emi¬ 
nent  nerval  commandervS,  Ha\vke,  Saunders,  ‘and 
Keppel,  were  prevented  from  attending  on  ac¬ 
count  of  indifpofuion,  the  houfe  in  general,  feem-r 
ed  heartily  to  enter  into  the  intereils  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners. 

Lord 
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Lord  Howe  ftateci  to  the  houfe,  the  grounds  bn 
which  the  requell  ol:  the  petitioners  was  founded, 
by  taking  a  vievy  of  the  manner  of  paying  and 
providing  for  the  captaips  of  the  navy,  from  the 
time  of  their  firft  having  a  permanent  exiftence  as 
a  military  body,  to  tiie  eftablilhment  by  which 
their  pay  is  now  regulated.  He  defcribed  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  provided  for  in  times 
of  peace  during  the  reigns  of  Charles  lid,  King 
William  and  Queen  Anne  ;  and  Ihewed,  that 
until  the  year  1715,  v/hen  they  were  put  on  the 
footing  in  which  they  Have  ever  fmee  continued, 
they  were  always  highly  rewarded,  by  ports  of 
confiderable  profit,  by  particular  gratifications, 
and  by  a  half-pay,  double  to  what  they  pow  re¬ 
ceive.  His  lordlhip  therefore  moved,  that  the 
petition  might  be  referred  to  a  committee,  ip  or¬ 
der  to  confider  the  fame,  and  report  their  opiniop 
to  the  houfe.  -  ‘  : 

Lord  North  acknowledged  the  merits  of  the 
petitioners,  and  their  claims  on  their  country  for 
favour  and  fupport ;  but  lamented  that  the  prefent  ^ 

fituation  of  our  finances  would  not  admit  of  any  | 

additional  expences  being  incurred,  however  | 
forcible  the  plea  which  migdit  be  urged  for  them. 

He  obferved,  that  by  granting  the  petition,  this  | 
houfe  would  be  importuned  with  many  more. 

The  military  would  next  folicit  relief,  and  he  was 
informed,  that  the  fhipwiights  meant  to  prefer  a 
petition  for  an  advance  of  their  wages,  and  it 
would  be  impoflible  for  the  ftate  to  comply  with  j 
the  reqneft  of  fuch  numerous  bodies.  I 

'  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  treaiurer  of  the  navy,  enter-  1 
ed  into  an  hiftorical  detail  of  the  public  provifions  I 
made  for  the  navy,  both  in  times  of  non-em- 
ploy  men  t  and  adtual  fervice,  from  the  reigp  of  | 

Henry  Vlll.  when  a  naval  force  was  firft  regularly 

eftablifhed,  | 
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eftabliftied,  to  that  of  King  William,  and  Cvom- 
cluded  with  Itating  fome  pertinent  fads  v/hich oc¬ 
curred  in  the  latter  reign.  In  the  year  169^,  the 
pay  of  a  captain  in  the  navy,  was  27s. 'per  diem, 
with  an  allowance  of  twelve  fervants,  at  fix-pence 
per  day  each,  which  made  the  whole  33s.  The 
year  after^  a  dilferent  arrangement  took  place  ;  the 
pay  was  raifed  to  30s.  and  the  allowance  for  fer- 
vants  ftruckoff.  During  both  thefe  regulations, 
the  half-pay  was  15  s.  The  year  1 699  was  re¬ 
markable  for  a  variety  of  oeaonomical  reforms, 

'  among  which  the  expenfes  of  the  naval  depart¬ 
ment  were  retrenched.  The  full  pay  of  captains 
was  reduced  from  30s,  to  20s.  with  which  likewife 
the  half-pay  lift  was  to  conform.  Soon  after  the 
peace  of  Utrecht,  it  underwent  another  confidera- 
ble  redudion,  which  brought  it  to  the  rate  at 
which  it  now  ftands.  ^  He  did  not,  however, 
wilhi  that  thehoufe  fliould  comply  with  theprefent 
application. 

In  fupport  of  the  petition  it  was  alleged,  that  not 
more  than  five  or  6000  1.  per  annum,  would  be 
required  to  gratify  the  wifhes  of  fo  refpedable  a 
body  of  men,  to  whom  the  nation  ov/ed  the  high- 
eft  obligations ;  and  it  was  afleed,  is  that  a  fum 
to  affed  a  great  and  opulent  nation,  at  the. 
end  of' a  ten  years  peace;  when  France,  not- 
•withftanding  her  defeats,  diftreffi:s,  and  public 
infol  vency,  had  the  good  policy  to  make  a  pro- 
vifion  for  her  navy  captains  ?  The  large  fuins 
which  in  the  laft  felfion  had  been  voted  for  virtu., 
and  other  purpofes  of  much  left 'national  concern¬ 
ment,  were  placed  in  contraft  to  the  prefent  parfi- 
monious  humour. 

Upon  a  divifion,  the  petition  was  received  by  a 
majority  of  nine;  the  numbers  being  154  to  145. 
Upon  ^yhich  occafion^  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury 

’  •  found 
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found  himfclf  again  in  a  minority.'^  An  addrefs 
was  foon  after  prelented  to  his  majeftjj  that  an 
additionof  two  Ihillings  a  day  might  be  made  to 
the  half-pay  of  navy  captains,  whicii  brought  it  to 
about  I  lo  1.  per  annum.  When  the  bill  came  out 
of  the  commit teef  Lord  North  not  only  fupported 
it,  but  propofed  that  it  foould  be  extended  to  en- 
creaiing  the  pay  of  captains  in  the  navy,  com-' 
manding  fifth  and  fixth  rates,  in  adlual  fervice ; 
but  this  amendment  was  over-ruled. 

Notwithftanding  the  deplorable  ftate  of  affairs 
in  the  Eaft-Indies,  a  twelvemonth  had  paffed  in 
which  parliament  had  diredfed  its  attention,  mere¬ 
ly  to  negative  the  plans  for  reformation,  which 
the  directors  and  proprietary  had  adopted  ;  during 
which  time,  a  wide  fco}:>e  was  given  to  that  fpirit 
of  rapacity  which  univerfally  prevailed  in  India, 
The  time  was  however,  .at  length  arrived,  for  the  • 
minifter  to  change  his  ground  ;  whilft  fuch  events 
had  turned  up,  as  tended  to  gratify  every  wifli 
which  the  moft  ambitious  ftatelhlan  could  form. 

At  a  general  court  of  proprietors  of  India  ftcck', 
held  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February,  -1773,  the 
queftion  was  decided’  by  ballot,  whether  an  appli¬ 
cation  Ihould  be  made  to  parliament  for  a  loan  of 
a  million  and  a  half,  or  fa  much  as  iliould  be  want¬ 
ed,  by  inftallments,  for  four  years,  at  four  pounds 
percent,  per  annum,  with  liberty  of  repaying,  the 
fame  as  foon  .as  the  Company  may  be  able,  by 
payments  of  not  lefs  than  300,000!.  it  was  carried 
by  a  great  majority. 

^  .  in  confequence  of  which  refolution,  a  petition 
w  as  prefented  to  parliament  for  that  purpofe  ;  and 

it 
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it  was  therein  farther  propofed,  that  the  Company 
ftioiild  not  make  a  dividend  of  more  than  fix  per 
cent,  until  one  half  of  the  propofed  loan  was  -dif- 
charged  ;  when  they  might  raife  their  dividend  to 
'eight  per  cent,  and  after  the  whole  loan  was  dis¬ 
charged,  that  the  furplus  of  the  net  profits  arifing 
in  England  above  the  faid  dividend,  flioiild  be  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  payment  of  the  Company’s  bond 
debt,  until  it  was  reduced  to  a  million  and  a  half*, 
and  from  thence,  that  the  furplus*  profits  iliould 
be  equally  divided  between  the  public  and  the 
Company.  It  was  alfo  requefted,  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  fhould  be  releafed  from  the  heavy  penal  in-^ 
tereft  incurred  by  the  non-payment  of  money, 
owing  in  confequence  of  the  late  adts  for  the  in¬ 
demnities  on  teas,  and  alfo  difcharged  from  the 
annual  payment  of  400,000 1.  to ’tile  public,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  five  years  fpecified  in  the 
apreement. 

4^  a 

A  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  proceeded  totak^ 
into  confideration  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany.*  Lord  North  entered  on  the  bufmefs,  bjt 
difclairning  the  idea  that  the  Company  in  their 
prefect  exigency,  had  a  claim  of  right  upon  the 
public  for  relief.  He  reprefcnted  the  vatt  fums 
which  had  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer  by  the 
Company,  as  bearing  no  proportion  to  the  reve¬ 
nues  drawn  from  the  Afiatic  territories  ;  the  de¬ 
predations  of  their  fervants  in  India,  neither  the 
minifter  nor  the  houfe  of  Commons,  were  any 
ways  acceffaiy  to,  or  anfwerable  for;  but  the 
granting  relief  to  the  Company  was  a  matter  of 
neceifary  policy  and  expediency,  although  in  no 
degree  a  claim  of  right  or  juftice.  He  then, 
entered  largely  unto  the  ftate  of  the  Company, 

and 
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.  nd  declared  it  to  be  a  that  the  diietfioi  s  had 
propofed  a  dividend  at  the  very  time-  when  the' 
ompany  was  in  little  better  than’  an  infolvent^ 
Itate  i  and  before  the  next  September,-  the  Com¬ 
pany  would  be  deficient  1,300,4251.  To  extri¬ 
cate  this  great  commercial  body  from  fii  alarming 
a  lituatioil,  various  plans  had  been  luggefted ; 
one  was,  that  the  Company  might  be  empowered 
to  borrow  money  upon  bond,  to  the  amount 
Or  what  they  wanted  ;  but  he  difapproved  of  that 
method, ^  as  they  had  already  ftretched  their  credit 
too  far  in  that  way.  Funding  the  Company’s' 
bills  was  another  expedient  named  ^  but  this  his 
lordlhip  faid,  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofe,  be- 
caufe  it  would  not  bring  immediate  relief.  So 
that  upon  the  whole,  he  thought  it  for  the  interelf 
of  the  public, that  the  relief  granted  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  lliould  come  from  the  public ;  at  the  fame 
time,  taking  the  necehary  precautions  to  prevent 
the  like  difti-elTes  befalling  the  Company  in  future ; 
he  therefore  propofed  two  refolutions  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed  by  tile  houfe,  by  which  a  loan  of  1,400,000]; 
ftiouJd  be  granted,  and  not  more  than  fix  per  cent; 
be  divided  among  the  proprietors  until 
lliould  be  repaid.  Tliat  the  Company  be  allowed 
to  divide  no  more  than  feven  per  cent,  until  their 
'bond  debt  be  reduced  to  a  million  and  a  half;  and 
no  more  th.an  eight  per  cent,  before  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  profits  between  the  public  and  the  Compa¬ 
ny  fhjail  take  place.  The  latter  propofition  was  re¬ 
jected.  ^  At  the  fame  time,  his  Lordlhip  waved 
tne  particular  dilcullion  of  the  queflion,  concern¬ 
ing  the  Company’s  claim  of  exclufive  right  to  its  ‘ 
terrhorial  polTellions;  y^et  infilled  on  a  prior  riglit 
in  the  Hate,  from  v/hence  he  inferred  the  juftbs 
and  legality  of  interpofing  its  authority  ih  all  cafes^ 
in  the  Company’s  affairs  ;  and  fupported  his  affer- 

tion. 
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lion  by  tile  opinion  of  very  found  lawyers,  whofxii 
he  ilyles  the  luminaries  of  the  age,  wlio  had  declar-^ 
ed  that  fuch  territorial  polTeflions  as  the  fubjeds  of 
any  ftate  ftiall  acquire  by  conqueft,  are  virtually 
the  property  of  the  ftate,  and  not  of  thofe  indivu- 
als  who  acquire  them. 

Although  the  queftion  of  right  in  the  Compa¬ 
ny  to  receive  the  revenues  from  Bengal,  was 
not,  at  that  time,  the  fubjed  of  debate,  yet  fuch 
a  fentiment  being  incidentally  delivered,  by  the 
premier,  drew  forth  replies ;  and  it  was  infifted^ 
that  when  the  ftate  makes  a  folemn  and  authentic 
delegation  of  its  authority  to  a  diftind  |and|  fepa- 
rate  body,  it  cannot,  confiltently  withjuftice  and 
public  faith,  lay  claim  to  polTeflions  which  that 
body  may  legally  acquire.  And  it  was  infifted, 
that  the  Company’s  poffeflions  in  India  were  not 
ftridly  conquefts,  but  farms,  held  from  the  prince, 
who  was  their  proprietor  and  rightful  owner  ; 
and  that  a  queftion  of  property  of  that  na¬ 
ture  was  to  be  decided  in  a  court  of  juf- 
tice,  and  was  not  a  proper  fubjed  of  difcuffiofi 
for  the  houfe  of  Commons,  where  the  public, 
who  was  a  party  in  the  caufe,  would  fit  in  judg¬ 
ment. 

At  length,  after  the  fubjed  in  general  had 
been  much  difcuffed.  Lord  North  informed  the 
houfe,*  that  in  anfwer  to  the  petition  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  of  the  2d  of  March,  the 
king  had  left  the  foie  determination  of  the  af¬ 
fair  to  that  Houfe:  his  lordfhip  then  proceed¬ 
ed  to  ftate  the  propofitions  which  he  had  to 
make  to  the  houfe.  I'he  firft  of  which  was. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  it  will  be  ^ 
tnore  beneficial  to  the  public,  and  the  Eaft-India. 

Company, 


f.  April  5.  ; 
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Company,  to  let  the  territorial  acquifitidris  re-^ 
main  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Company  for  a 
limited  time,  not  exceeding  the  term  •  of  fix 
years ;  to  commence  from  the  agreement  be¬ 
tween  the  public  and  the  Company/' 

That  no  participation  of  profits  fhall  take 
place  between  the  public  and  the  Company, 
until  after  the  repayment  of  the  1,400,000!.  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Company,  and  the  reduction  of 
the  Company’s  bond  debt  to  a  million  and  a 
half.” 

That  after  the  payment  of  the  loan  advanced 
to  the  Company,  and  the  reduction  of  their  bond 
debt  to  the  fum  fpecified,  three -fourths  of  the 
-net  furplus  profits  of  the  Company  at  home, 
above  the  fum  of  eight  per  cent,  upon  their  ca¬ 
pital  flock,  lhall  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public ;  and  the  remaining 
one-fourth  fliall  be  fet  apart,  either  for  farther 
reducing  the  Company’s  bond  debt,  or  for 
compofmg  a  fund  for  the  dtfcharge  of  any 
contingent  exigencies  the  Company  may  labour 
under.” 

Thefe  conditions,  propofed  by  the  miniffer, 
differed  in  many  particulars  from  thofe  offered  by 
the  Company  ;  an  eliential  difference  was,  in  the 
diftributiork  to  be  made  of  the  furplus  profits  be¬ 
tween  the  Company  and  the  public,  after  the  re- 
duftiori  of  their  bond  debts,  and  being  able  to 
divide  to  the  proprietary  eight  per  cent,  per  ann. 
on  their  capital.  Indeed  this  was  not  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  in’ which  parliament  interfered  to  regulate 
the  conduct  of  tlie  Company ;  for  in  the  year 
an  add  palled,  by  which  the  intereft  on  the 
Company’s  flock  was  reduced  from  5L  to  4I.  per 

cent, 

/ 

«  Which  was  the  unexplred  term  of  their  charter. 
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ceriL  but  it  was  in  compliance  with  a  petition  froiil 
the  Company,  As  the  regulations  novv  propofeJj 
were  only  the  forerunners  of  very  extraordinary 
innovations  in  the  government  of  Bengal,  many 
objeftions  were  made  to  them.  Mr.  Burke  took 
a  comprehenfive  view  ofdhe  fubjeft,  or,  as  he 
himfelf  afterwards  calked  it,  a  bird’s-eye  view.” 
1  have  ftudied,  laid  he,  God  knows,  hard  have  I 
ftudied,  even  to  the  making  dog’s  ears  in  the 
ttatute  books;  and  I  now  publickly  arid  folemn- 
ly  declare,  tiiat  all  yoli  have  been  doing,  and  all 
you  are  about  to  do,  in  behalf  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  is  impolitic,  unwife,  and  entirely  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  letter,  as  well  as  the  fpirit  of  the 
laws,  the  liberties,  and  the  conftitutiori  of  this 
country.  I  will  venture  to  prophely,  that  this 
Company,  viper-like,  will  in  the  end  prove  the 
deftrudlion  of  the  country  which  foiiered  it  in 
its  bofom.  He  founded  his  predidtion  on  the 
total  want  of  principle  fo  obfervable  among  alf 
ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  caufcd  in  a  great 
meafure  by  the  profufioh,  diffipation;  and  prof- 
ligacy  of  thofe  who  have  brought Vith  them  tile 
fpoils  of  the  Eaft,  to  contarniriate  their  native 
country  on  the  one  hand,  and  lo  grofsly  corrupt  on 
the  other,  that  there  was  nopropolal  liowdeftrudtive 
^foeyer  to  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  which  a 
minlfter  could  make,  but  what  the  people  would 
readily  comply  with.  In  the  proceedings  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  the  people  fol¬ 
lowed  the  cry  of  the  miniftry  :  changed  as  thev 
changed,  and  varied  their  tones  to  keep  even  a 
idilcordant  famenefs  with  their  mafters;  He  add¬ 
ed,  Men  have  not  ftrength  of  mind  to  think 
for  themfelves :  the  higher  ranks  are  all  fu- 
pihenefs,  all  indolent  acquielcence,  all  igno- 
lance.  The  vulgar  are  a  fet  that  will  abiife 

I  ,  '  '  at 


4 


f  *4  3 

random,  and  are  to  be  led  '6n  to  coinmk 
crimes  'the  moft  atrocious,  if  headed  by  fonie 
defpicable  wretch,  who  has  an  intereft  to  pro¬ 
mote  by  raifing  commotions.  He  obferved,  that 
to  'broach  fuch  fentiments  was  a  conduLl  ill 
fulted  to  acquire  popularity,  nor  did  this  oppd- 
lition  to  the  miniftry  arife  from  a  latent  view 
of  getting  into  employment.  It  was  diftated 
Jby  the  full  affurance  which  he  had,  that  the 
meafures  then  purfuing  were  fuch  as  had  the 
completion  of  the  plan  of  defpotifm  for  their 
end ;  that  this  plan  he  had  hitherto  oppofed, 
and  would^  continue  fo  to  do  with  all  his 
powers;  and  he.  would  fooner  have  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  totally  overthrown,  than  have 
the  bafis  of  the  Englifh  conllitution  ^  under¬ 
mined ;  or  a  fingle  pillar  which  contributed  to 
the  fupport  of  fo  excellent  a  Ifrufture,  receive 

the  flighteft  Ibock. - The  propofitions  paffed 

without  a  divifion. 

The  reports  of  the  felec^f  committee  which 
had  been  printed,  brought  to  light  fuch  op- 
preffive  and  tyrannical  tranfadions  in  the  Eaft 
as  excited  general  indignation,  and  left  the  mi- 
nifter  at  full  liberty  to  preferibe  the  mode  of 
redreffing  thefe  grievances. 

In  the  farther  confideration  of  Eaft-India  affairs, 
liOrd  North  moved  that  the  houfe  fhould  al¬ 
low  the  Company  to  export  fuch  part  of  the  tea 
at  prefent  in  their  warehoufes,  as  they  fhould 
think  proper,  ’  to  Britifh  America,  duty  free. 
He  reprefented  fuch  a  permiffion  as  highly  be-^ 
neficial  to  the  Company,  who  had  feventeen  mil¬ 
lions  of  pounds  weight  of  that  commodity  in 

thek 
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iheli*  hands  f.  Soon  after,  a  fecond  petition 
from  the  Eaft-India  Company  v/as  prefcnted  to 
the  houfe  of  i  Commons,  complaining  that  fome 
of  the  moft  material  articles  .of  the  propqfitions 
made  to  the  houfe  on  the  fecond  of  March,  were 
fubilantiaily  rejefted.  They  therein  reprefent  it 
as  unixafonable  Tor  parliament  to  require  any 
fartlier .terms,  after  the  loan  which  they  had  re- 
quelled  fhould  be  repaid.  It  Hated  the  ^great 
loife^  which  the  proprietors  had  fuftained,  and 
the  expences  they  had  incurred  in  acquiring  and 
fecuring  the  territorial  revenues  in  India,  at  the 
rilk  of  their  whole  capita!,  jwhile  the  public  have 
reaped  fuch  great  advantages*  It  complained  of 
the  limitation  made  of  the  Company  poflelTing 
the  territoriahacquifuions  in  India  to  fix  yearjs 
an  arbitrary  adl,  and  pnfifted,  U:at ,  they  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  thofe  poffelfions,  againll 
which  .right  ,'no  decifion  exifts,  .nor  has  any  for¬ 
mal  claim  ever  been  made*  The  dictating  in 
what  manner  the  furplufes.  of  their  met  profits, 
after  dividing  .eight  per  cent*'' fhall  be  applied, 
they  remonllrate  againfi:,  becaufe  fuch  dhpofal 
of.  their  property  other  wife  th_an^by  ,  their  qwn 
Gonfent,  by  a  general  defcidption,  comprehendr 
ing  their  trade  as  well  as  revenues,  is  not  war^ 
ranted  even  by.  thedargeft  pretenfipns  that"  have 
^ver  been,  formed  againft.  them.  It  concludes 
with  praying,  fnat  any.  claims  againft,jhe  poiTel^ 
frons  of  the  Company,  that  can  be  fuppofed  io 
-give  rife  to  Tuch  reftriftions,*  may  receive  a  legal 
difcuilion ;  from  which,  whatever  may  ,be  the 
•event,"  they  will  at  Jeaft  have  ithe  fatisfaftipn  of 
‘knowing  what  they  may  call,  their  own. 

T  a  ^  The 


f  Jt  wafs  afterv/ards  proved  that  this  ftock  was  onlv  equal 
to  two  years  confumpticn. 
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The  mlnlfter,^  finding  the  houfe  fo  v/ell  difpoA 
to  concur  in  any  meafures  which  he  fhould 
propofe,  proceeded  to  lay  before  it  his  plan  for 
regulating  the  affairs  of  t!ie  Company,  as  well  in 
India  as  in  Europe  ;  he  therefore  moved,  that  the 
court  of  direftors  fliould  in  future,  be  elefted  for 
four  years  ;  fix  members  annually,  but  none  to  hold 
their  feats  longer  than  four  years.  11.  That  no 
perfon  fhall  vote  at  the  election  of  the  directors, 
who  had  not  polfelfed  their  Itock  twelve  months. 
III.  That  the  flock  of  qualification  inflead  of 
500 1,  be  1000  1.  IV.  That  the  mayor’s  court  at 
Calcutta  fliould  for  the  future  be  confined  to 
fmall  mercantile  caufes,  to  which  only  its  jurif-  - 
dicftion  extended  before  the  territorial  acquifition. 
V.  That  in  lieu  of  this  court  thus  taken  away, 
a  new  one  be  eflablifned,  confitting  of  a  chief 
juflice  and  three  puifne  judges.  VI.  That  thefe 
judges  be  appointed  by  the  crown.  VII.  That 
aduperiorky  be  given  to  the  prefidency  of  Ben  ¬ 
gal,  over  the  other  prefidencies  in  India.  • 

In  the  courfe  of  Lord  North’s  fpeech  he  hint¬ 
ed,  that  other  regulations  would  be  necelfary  ; 
among  which,  he  particularly  named,  that  the 
Company  fhould  communicate  their  advices  from 
Bengal  to  the  Treafury,  or  Secretaries  of  State; 
and  that  the  Company’s  fervants  fhould  under 
heavy  penalties,  bring  all  their  fortunes  home  in 
the  Company’s  fhips.  He  faid,  an  entire  re- 
'formation  could  not  be  looked  for  immediate¬ 
ly,  the  interefls  of  Bengal  might  perhaps. require 
the  annual  care  of  parliament. 

Such  important  regulations,  in.  which  an  un¬ 
precedented  flretch  of  power  was  Juflified  by  the 
necelfity  of  the  cafe,  met  with  flrong  oppofition 
liowever,  every  claufe  in  the  bill  was  carried  by 
,  •  a  great' 
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,31  great  majority.  The  Eaft-Lndla  .  Company, 
the  City  of  London,  and  thofe  proprietors  vAio 
polTelled  votes,  by  holding  500!.  Lock,  or  up¬ 
wards,  but  lefs  than  a  loooi,  prefented  feparate 
petitions;  and  counfel  WQie  heard  in  behalf  of 
the  Company,  and  of  the  500I.  ftockholders. 
The  cafe  of  the  latter  v/avS  indeed  peculiarly  hard, 
as  ri  T  pradice  of  fplitting  flock  by  collufive 
transfers,  Mohich  the  new  regulation  was  eflablilh- 
ed  to  prevent,  ,  was  confined  to  thofe  who  held 
feveral  thoufand  pounds  flock, 1  who  would  hereby 
continue  to  avail  themfelves  as  effectually  of 
fplitting  flock  as  before.  Where  they  formerly 
made  two  votes,  they  could  now  indeed  make 
only  one,  but  that  fingle  vote  was  of  prodigioufe 
ly  more  confequence  after  twelve  hundred  voters 
were  disfranchifed.  This  was  punifhing  one 
body  of  men  for  the  faults  of  another,  and 
changing  the  Eatt-India  Company  from  a  der 
mocracy  into  an  oligarchy.  The  aft  of  power, 
by  which  this  innovation  was  made,  might, 
upon  the  fame  principle  of  e:H:pediency,  be  exerr 
cifed  to  difquaJify  freeholders,  of  40 s.  a  year, 
from  voting  for  members  of  parliament,  and  fix¬ 
ing  the  qualification  at  lol.  per  annum.  The 
-great  decreaferin  the  value  of  money,  fince  the 
time  when  a  freehold  of  40s.  a  year  was  made  a 
^qualification  for  giving  a  vote  for  a  member  of 
parliarnenr,  has  rendered  fuch  a  polTeirion  very 
inconfiderable ;  but  India  flock  has  dbmetimes 
more  than  doubled  its  original  value,  which 
gives  much  greater  degree  of  confequence  to  tlie  , 
holders  of  it,  than  when  the  regulation  was  made 
^1]  the  year  1702;. 


( 
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^  W  hilft  this  arduous  bufinefs  was  thus  advang* 
ing  towards  a  completiorij  the  houle  took  into 
conlideration  the  Several  reports  from  the  fe- 
kdt  committee,  and  the  committee  of  fecrecy 
Each  of  thefe  committees  had  ftridtly  enquired 
into  the  conduct  of  the  proprietors  fervants  in 
Lidia,  from  the  ccrumencement  of  the  war  with 
Surajah  Dowlah  in  1756,  which  had  brorlidw  to 
light  tranfadfions  of  the  blacktft  dye.  General 
Burgoyne,  as  chairman  of  the  feledt  committee, 
declared,  that  he  looked  upon  the  depofing  of 
Surajah  Dovvlah,  and  bringing  about  a  revolu- 
tion  in  favour  of  Meer  Jaffier;  the  fignihg  a 
fidlitious  treaty  with  Ormichund,  a  black  mer-i- 
chant,  and  confidant  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  terms  obtained  from  the  new  na^ 
bob,  to  be  the  origin  of  all'  thofe  troubles  which 
have  operated  to  the  temporary  diftrefs,  if  not 
the  total  deftrudtion  of  the  Company.  The  ge^ 
neral  then  propofed.  the  following  refblutions, 
and  faid,  that  if  they  tntt  with  the  approbation 
of  the  houfe,  he  had  another  motion  to  make, 
1.  That  all  acquifitions  made  under  the  influence 
of  a  military  force,  or  by  treaty  with  foreign 
powers,  do  of  right  belong  to  the  ifate.  IL  That 
to  appropriate  acquifitions  fo  made,  to  the  prH 
yate  emolument  of  perfons  entrufted  with  any 
civil  or  military  power  of  the  ftate,  is  illegal 
IIL  That  very  great  fums  of  money,  and  other 
valuable  property,  have  been  acquired  in  Ben^ 
8^4  frorn  princes  and  others  of  the  country, 
by  perfops  entrufted  with  the  military  and  civil 
powers  of  the  ftate,  by  means  of  fuch  powers, 
which  have  been  appropriated  liO  the  private  ufe 
pf  fuch  perfons. 
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The  two  f^reat  law  officers  maintained  diffe- 
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aerai  iiicd  a  v^\Tiety  of  arguments  againil  the 
duticns,  whilft  the  attorney-gerierai  fupported 
theui.  A.  gciieral  diiiatisfaCtion  prevailed.  So, 
long  as  thvT  Company  were  enriched  by  their 
fettlements,  the  aufteiity  of  julllce  was  relaxed; 
but  when  the  plunderers  extended  their  dypre*^ 
dations  beyond  the  property  of  Afratic  princes, 
and  embezzled  the  revenues  of  their  inalters, 
t  ^eir  crinies  appeared  in  all  their  enciinous  mag-* 
nitiide,  and  called  aloud  for  exemplary  punill^ 
ment.  Tiie  three  refolutions  were  carried  almoU 

inianimoufiy. 

However,  tliis  zeal  to  punifh  abufes  of  power 
foon  after  iubfided ;  for,  when^  General  Bur- 
goyne,  fome  few  days'  after,  relumed  the  fub- 
jevd,  and  fpoke  of  the  depofition  of  Su rajah 
Dowlah,  and  the  various  rnonopoiies  introduced, 
and  dated  the  immenie  fums  which  the  Coni'* 
pany’s  sfervaats  had  received  under  the  denomi- 
ration  of  prefeiHs,  or  bad  extorted  by  taxations; 
cf  the  impoverilhed  ftate  of  the  Indian  ^princes, 
at  the  time  when  tiiey  made  thefe  protuie  pre- 
lea  ts  ;  and  moved  the  houle  to  refolve,  ^  that 
the  right  hon.  Robert,  I.ord  Clive,  Baron  piaiiey 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  coalequence  of 
the  powers  veiled  in  him  in  India,  had  iliegaily 
acquired  the  fjoi  of  2345000!.  to  the  difhonour 
and  detriment  of  the  irate ;  many  leavurjg^ 
rnernbeis  oppofed  the  motion  on  a  variety  of 
grounds. 

A  charge  fo  diredlly  brought,  occahoned  I.^crd 
Clive  to  eater  very  fully  into  his  ov/a  defence. 
With  much  addreis  he  pleaded  the  thanks  wiacu 
he  had  received  liom  the  Dir'^dtois,  when  he 

rftunieil 
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jcturnecl  home,  after  liis  fplendid  viaories 

in/5  /Pf  of  condoa  in  fabricat- 

^1''  fictitious  treaty  which  deceived  Omi- 
chimd  and  winch,  he  fkid,  he  would  again  liave 
recoarle  to,  was  he  jdaced  in  fimilar  circum- 
anc>_s  ;  v/heieas,  in  faCd,  the  proprietary  knew 
notning  of  that  franfadion  at  the  time  when  their 
tnanks  were  voted."  His  lordihip  diewed  the  cri¬ 
tical  necelfity  which  prevailed  in  certain  fituations, 
wnen  tie  Englifn  power  and  fortune  in  Afia,  de¬ 
pended  folely  upon  rapid,  well-timed,  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  meafures. 

Notwithftanding  this  grand  delinquent  was 
mearly  proved  to  have  aCted  fraudulently  and 
rapacioufiy,  m  fome  inftances,  yet  he  coiild  be 
conadered  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  deliverer 
ot  tne  Eail-India  Company ;  his  bravery,  his  ad- 
drels,  his  talents,  fo  admirably  fuited  to  the  oc- 
cafion ;  his  generofity  and  difmtereftednefs  in 
mdt  inftances,  together  with  the  undifturbed 
pollelhon  m  which  he  had  fo  long  ‘enjoy- 

ed  his  vaft  fortune,  all  pleaded  ftrongly  'in 
his  behalf.  ^  ^  ^  ' 

Perhaps  otuer  confiderations  operated  to  quafh 
this  inquiry.  Much  wealth  would  indeed  have 
been  acquired  to  the  ftate  by  the  forfeitures  in¬ 
curred,  in^  confequence  of  a  parliamentary  pro- 
cels ;  but  lucli  a  rigid  fcrutiny,  although  it  would 
have  produced  a  prefent  advantage,  would  have 
been  attended  with  many  confequences,  which 
the  wifdom  of  the  prelent  times  is  peculiarly  foli- 
citous  to  prevent.  The  fortunes  which'are  to  be 
acquired  in  India,  by  adhering  invariably  to  the 
line  of  condua;  which  ftrift  integrity  chalks  out, 
are,  perhaps,  in  general,  very  inadequate  to  the 
views  of  thofe  who  migrate  to  thofe  diftant  re- 

jjions ; 
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gions;  wliilft  a  luft  of  power,  and  a  palTion  For 
amaffing  immenfe  wealth  to  gratify  the  calls  of 
ambition,  are  leading  features  in  the  character  of 
the  age.  Riches  have  long  been  confidered  as  a 
fubftitute  for  virtue ;  and  it  would  have  been 
highly  unprofitable,  to  have  left  the  managers  of 
the  Englilh  Eaft-India  Company’s  concerns  in  the 
kingdom-  of  Hindoftan,  and  the  peninfula  of 
India,  no  other  alternative,  than  to  have  returned 
home,  with  the  moderate  acquifitions,  honourably 
made  in  a  long  courfe  of  fervice ;  or,  if  grown 
wealthy  by  oppreflions,  to  have  clandeftineJy 
tranfported  themfelves  and  their  plunder,  to  a 
foreign,  and  molt  probably,  a  rival  country. 

Evidence  was  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  to 
fupport  the  charges  brought  againft  Lord  Clive  j 
his  lordfhip’s  evidence  was  likewife  read,  after 
which  he  made  a  Itiort  fpeech,  and  concluded 
with  thefe  words,  Take  my  fortune,  but  fave 
my  honour  whereupon  he  immediately  retired. 

General  Burgoyne  then  made  the  following 
motion  ;  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that  Rc?- 
bert,  Lord  Clive,  Baron  Plalfey  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  about  the  time  of  deiX)fing  Surajah 
Dowlah,  nabob  of  Bengal,  and  the  eftablifhrnent 
of  Meer  Jaffier  on  the  mufnud,  did,  through  the 
influence  of  the  powers  with  which  he  was  entruft- 
ed,  as  member  of  the  feled  committee,  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  Britifli  forces,  obtain  and 
poflefs  himfelf  of  2  lacks  and  800,000  rupees,  as 
member  of  the  feleft  committee;  a  farther  fum 
ot  1,6  lacks  of  rupees,  or  more,  under  the  deno-r 
mination  of  private  donations  ;  which  fiims, 
amounting  together  to  20  lacks  and  800,000  ru¬ 
pees,  were  of  the  value,  in  Englifli  money,  of 
^^^d,  in  fo  doing,  he  abuled  the  powers 
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witFi  which  he  was  entrufted,  to  the  evil'  eMmpIc 
of  the  fervants  of  the  public.  Mr*  Hans  Stauiey 
moved,  that  the  queftion  be  divided^  and  die  latter 
part  of  the  motion^  which 'conveyed  the  cenfure^ 
be  left  out,  which,,  after  warm  debates,  was  agreed 
to  :  whereby  the  houfe,  by  merely  eftabliftiing  the 
fadt,,  feemed,  by  implication-,,-  plainly  to  give  ft 
iandtion.  It  would  have  been  more*  for  the  credit 
of  the  nation  to  have  rejefted  the  motion  entirel}  j 
than  thus  to  have  drawn  the  iting  of  it. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  WedderbiiiBe,^^ 
at  five  o’clock  in  the  morning',  that  Lord  Ciive 
did,  at  the  fame  time,  render  great  and  mento^ 
rious  fervices  to  this  country,  whiah  paffed  in  the 
affirmative,  and  finifhed  the  enquiry. 

\V  hether  the  premier  on  this  occafioo  chofe  to 
appear  the  friend  of  public  virtue,  although  he 
was  fully  apprized,  that  the  meafuje  which  was 
calculated  to  ferve  it,  would  not  be  adopted  ^  or, 
that  without  exerting  his  influence  as  a  mimfter, 
he  followed  the  dictates  of  his  feelings  as  a  man,  ' 
certain  it  is,  that  he  contended  for  tlie  cenfure 
againft  Lord  Clive  making  part  of  the  refolution.. 

A  fortnight  was  wafted  in  this  fruitieis  attempt 
to  punifb  delinquents,  after  which  the  miniftei's 
bill  to  regulate  the  Eaft-India  Company,  was  re^ 
fumed Governor  Johnltone  faid,  tliat  the  ap*- 
IJKjiatment  of  a  general  council  and  judges  by  die 
crown,  was,  in  his  opinion,  annihiiating  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  transferring  the  monopoly  to  the 
crown,  a  meafure  equally  iinjuft  to  the  Company,^ 
and  injurious  to  the  nation.  He  was  clear  that 
the  Com]>any  could  extricate  tbemfeives,  witliout 

accepting  the  loan  from  parliament.  Although 
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they  had  creditors,  they  were  not  ebmorous  ones: 
the  rreafury,  indeed,  might  be  importunate,  and 
againfl:  that  the  Company  muft  be  prepared.  On 
the  loth  of  June,  the  bill  being  gone  through, 
and  the  blanks  filled  up,  it  was  moved,  tliat  this 
bill  do  pafs,  which  was  agreed  to  13 1  to  ar,  and 
Lord  North  was  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the  houfe 
of  Lords.  The  falaries  of  the  judges  were  there¬ 
by  fixed  at  8000L  to  .the  chief  juftice,  arid  6000k 
ft  year  to  each  of  the  other  three.  The  ap[)Oint^ 
ments  of  the  governor- general  and  council  were 
fixed,  the  firft  at  25,000!.  and  the  four  others  at 
JO', 000k  each  annually.  A  claufe  was  inferted, 
whereby  every  proprietor,  poffelfed  of  3000  k 
flock,  was  entitl^  to  two  votes;  of  6000k  liiock, 
to  three  votes;  and  of  io,oooL  flock,  to  four 
vote?,  at  future  elections  for  directors. 

A  few  days  after,  a  petition  was  prefented 
from  the  Eaft-!ndi^-  Company,  declaring,  that 
they  were  determined  to  fubrnit  to  the  temporary 
dihiculties  which  might  attend  the  prefent  fituati- 
on  of  their  affairs,  rather  than  receive  the  loan  oC 
fered  to  them  upon  the  feyere  conditions  pre- 
feribedi^  The  houfe  was  ftrongly  of  opinion,  that 
the  option  of  refufing  the  loan  fhould  not  be  left 
in  the  Company,  but  that  the  acceptance  of  it 
fhould  be  made  compuifatory  by  parliament. 

In  the  houfe  of  Lords  the  Duke  of  FCchrnond 
oppofed  the  bill  with  great  fpirit,  but  the  majo¬ 
rity  in  its  favour  was  nearly  as  great  there  as  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons.  A  long  protefl  was  loon 
entered  againfl  the  bill,  figned  by  thirteen  peers  |j, 

}1  TTlic  protefters  were>  the  fore’s  Abing'don)  *TorrIrigton, 
Boyle,  GrolVenor,  ^  Devonfliire,  ^  Ponfonby,  *;Port!and, 

*  ^'^ikbn,  *  Richmond,  Archer,  *  Rockingham, 
Fitz  William.  ^ 

*  Thefe  h^ned  the  fecond  proteft.^ 
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)i:i  which,  one  of  the  ftrong  objedfions  urged,  is, 
that  it  only  transfers  patronage  without  conferring 
new  powers.  The  fame  noble  peer  moved,  that 
a  conference  fhould  be  held  with  the  Commons, 
as  no  parliamentary  information  was  then  before 
them-,  which  being  rejedied,  produced  another 
proteft  figned  by  feven  peers^  The  bill  was  car¬ 
ried  through  with  amazing  celerity,  and  paffed 
the  houfe  on  the  19th  of  June. 

The  regulations  made  in  the  adminlftration  of 
affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies  by  this  adl,  did  not  differ 
eflentially  from  thofe  which  had  been  prppofed  in 
Mr.  Sullivan’s  bill,  which  had  been  brought  in  the 
preceding  felfion,  except  that  the  falarie?  fettled 
on  the  officers  were  much  larger,  and  that  the  apT 
pointment  to  the  new  offices  was  veiled  in  the 
crown. 

When  the  great  Hampden  contended  with  the 
crown  for  the  payment  of  forty  fhiilings,  which 
he  confidered  as  illegally  levied,  it  was  not  within 
the  compafs  of  human  forefight  to  predidt,  that 
in  little  more  than  a  century,  that  noble  zeal,  in 
the  fupport  of  the  juft  rights  of  mankind,  would 
be  loft  in  this  country.  When  the  parliament, 
after  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  refufed  to  comply 
with  a  requeft  made  by  their  king  and  deliverer, 
that  he  might  retain  his  Dutch  guards,  the  mem¬ 
bers  who  were  then  fuch  auftere  guardians  of  li¬ 
berty  againll  the  encroachments  of  regal  power, 
little  thought,  that  even  their  fons  might  be  fena- 
tors,  when  parliaments  w^ould  become  the  mere 
echo  of  the  minifter  ^  and  that  the  moft  effential 
alterations  would  take  place  in  the  condition  of 
the  prince  and  the  people,  without  any  alarm  be¬ 
ing  excited,  or  the  body  of  the  nation  having 
any  apprehpnfion  of  the  change.  But  when  the 
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manners  of  a  people  alter,  their  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  y^hll  undergo  a  correfponding  modification.' 
Simplicity  and  frugality,  embrace  liberty  as  the 
parent  of  every  bleffing;  refinement  and  luxury 
ipread  a  general  indifference  among  the  people, 
they  become  blind  to  confequences,  and  indiffe¬ 
rent  in  a  general  caufe  ;  which  furnifh  rninifters 
with  golden  opportunities  to  effeft  their  purpofes. 
Savior  armis  lumria  inmbuit. 

The  reduction  made  in  the  national  debt  this 
year,  fell  greatly  ftiort  of  the  boafts  of  the  firft; 
lord  of  the  treafiiry  the  preceding  one  ;  the  loan 
to  the  Company  was  raifed  by  exchequer  bills, 
charged  upon  the  produce  of  the  India  Company, 
and  the  aids  of  1779."^  Indeed,  the  ftanding 
amount  of  exchequer  bills  was  reduced  from 
1,800,000 1.  to  a  million.  So  that  there  were  now 
two  millions  400,000!.  inthofe  bills  in  circulation. 
The  baneful  expedient  of  a  lottery  was  this  year 
renounced.  Twenty  thoufand  feamen,  including 
4534  marines,^  and  1 7,070  land  forces,  including 

15^? 


*  Lord  North  dated  the  debt  due  from  the  Company  to 
Oovernment,  with  the  intered,  to  be  954,000 1,  which,  toge¬ 
ther  with  half  a  million  to  the  Bank,  more  than  fwallowed  up 
the  whole  loan. 


t  The  expence  of  the  navy  this  year  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  ; 

Seamen  -  - 

Ordinary  of  the  navy  - 

Building,  Rebuilding,  and  Repairing  Ships 


T 

1,040,000 

424,019 

421,554 


1*885,573 
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^^22  invalids,f  for  Great-Britain,  Jerfey,  and 
Guernfey  were  voted*  Five  hundred  pounds  to^ 
the  Turkey  Company;  aocol.  towards  building 
a  bridge  acrofs  the  Thames;  8750 1.  to  JohnHar- 
rifon,  as  a  farther  reward  and  encouragement  for 
his  invention  of  a  time-keeper ;  200a  1.  to  Dr^' 
Richard  Williams,  for  the  difcovery  of  the  fecret 
whereby  cotton,  yarns,  and  thread  .receive  a  faft 
green  and  yellow  dye.  The  whole  amount  of  the 
lupplies  for  the  year  1773  v/as,  6,980,2101. 
The  produce  of  the  finking  fund  was  applied  up 
to  the  5th  of  April  1773,- and  the  fum  of 
349, 806  1,  v/as  charged  on  'that  fund,  which 
was  about  half  a  million  more  than  the  laft  year. 
The  excefs  of  (he  provifions  was  eftimated  at 
more  than  h.alf  a  million,  as  in  the  preceding  year  - 
but  fo  erroneous  had  been- that  oalculation,  that  a 
deficiency  of  21,0851.  was  now  to  be  good.  Up¬ 
on  the  whole,  inftead  of  a  million  and  a  -half  of 
the  national  debt  being  difeharged,- according  *to 
the  financier's  projeft  in  the  laft  ieflion,  *  no!  part 
■of  the  funded  debt  was  annihilated ;  8oo,ooc>L 
in  exchequer  bills  was  indeed  reduced,  (thofe  crea¬ 
ted  for  the  ufe  of  the  Eaft-Indra  Company,  being 
no  more  than  lending  the  public  ,  credit)  but  we 
have  feen  that  the. future  produce  of  the  finking 
fund,  was,  on  the  other  hand,  flaked  for  half. a 
million  beyond  the  former  year.  How  little  are 

the 


The  expence  of  the  military  eflablifhmcnt,  mcluding 
forces  anti  garrifons,  in  Europe,  Africa,  the  Ceded  Itlands, 
and  North  America',  xvas  as  follows  : 

Army,  Ordnance,  Greenwich  fJofpiiaT, 


Array  entraordinaries 


1,390,204a 
,  112,9031 
249,708 
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the  declarations  of  the  prime  minifter  attended 
leven  in  the  moll  important  branch  of  his  depart¬ 
ment!  An  end  was  put  to  this  long  and  import¬ 
ant  fefliou  on  the  ift  of  July,  and  Lord  North 
“fiaving  completely  triumphed  in  the  conteft  with 
-the  ‘Eaft-India  Company,  repaired  to  Oieford,  to 
^  be  in  veiled  with  the  new  dignity  of  chancellor  of 
' that^ imiverfity,  vand  to  prehde  at  ‘the -Encaenia 
^there  hdd  ia  honour  of  that  event. 
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C  H  A  P.  IV. 

Meridian  fplendor  of  Lord  North's  AdminiJlratioH—^ 
Comparative  view  of  the  American  Colonies  and  the 
mother  Country— — Dtfcovery  of  letters  written  by  the 
governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Moffachufett's 
Bay — Lhe  houfe  of  reprefentatives  petition  the  king 
to  rpnove  thofe  officers — Report  of  the  privy  council 
thereupon — Lea  dejlroyed  at  Bojion — General  conduct 
of  the  Americans  on  the  arrival  of  the  teas — Meeting 
'cf  parliament — Meffage  from  his  Majefly — Bill  for 
jhutting  up  the  port  of  Boflon—Regidatwn  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  province  of  the  Maffachufetf  s  Bay — 
Debate  on  a  motion  to  repeal  the  duty  on  tea — Bill  for 
the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juflice — Lord  North's 
plan  of  finance  for  the  year  1774 — S^uebec  all— — - 
Death  of  the  King  of  France — American  congrefs 

formed — Petition  to  the  King - Sudden  diffohition 

cf  parliament- - - Probable  caufes  which  led 

to  it^ 

i  * 

The  period  at  which  we  are  now  arrived,  is 
the  meridian  fplendor  of  Lord  North^s 
Miniftry  \  his  conquelfs  in  the  Eaft  were  as  ex ' 
tenfive  as  thofe  of  Alexandet,  and  effedled  with 
no  lefs  rapidity;  but  then  he  needed  not,  like 
that  monarch,  to  weep  that  he  had  no  other  world 
to  conquer,  the  weftern  hemifphere  opened  to 
his  view  a  profpedt  different  indeed,  but  not  lefs 
cxtenfive,  and  equally  demanding  the  abilities  of 
a  great  minifter.  A  controling*  power  over  two 
fuch  extenfive,  rich,  fruitful,  and  populous  terri¬ 
tories,  as  Hindoftan  and  North  America,  conveys 
a  ftupendous  idea  of  human  authority  and  power,, 
which  no  other  country  ever  poffelTed,  and  which 
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ilo  other  miriifter  ever  excrcifed.  The  points  to 
^  be  attained  in  the  different  countries,  v/ere  as  op-* 
pofite  as  the  climate  v/hich  prevailed  in  each.  In 
the  Eaft-Indies  the  object  was,  to  reprefs  a  fpirit 
of  rapacity,  oppreffion^  and  tyranny,  which  led 
men  in  power  to  violate  the  rights  of  humani¬ 
ty  without  remorfe  or  limitation;  in  the  weftern 
region,  the  profelfed  purpofe  was,-  to  check  and 
reprefs  an  exuberance  of  freedom,  proceeding 
from  active  induftry,  unaffuming  equality,  and 
general  happinefs;  We  have  already  feen  the 
condudf  purfued  towards  our  eaftern  poffeflions, 
it  remains  that  we  now  fpeak  of  the  other  fedion 
of  the  globe/ 

The  Colonies  and  Mother  Country  prefented, 
at  this  time,  in  ftrong  oppofition,  the  lineaments 
of  their  different  ages.  Great-Britain,  grown  old 
in  profperity^  become  wealthy,  proud,  affuming : 
impatient  of  every  reftraint,  or  of  the  flighteft 
contrayertion  of  her  mandates,  but  at  the  fame 
time,  improvident  and  lavifh.  An  apoftate  from 
thofe  principles  to  which,  fhe  had  been  habitu¬ 
ally  attached:  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  others, 
miftaken  in  what  conftituted  her  own.  Amefn 
ca,  on  the^  other  hand,  rifing  in  all  the  vigour 
of  advancing  maturity,  without  fpecie,  but  rich 
in  the  produds  of  a  genial  foil,  the  labours  of  a. 
ferdy  race  of  feamen,  and  a  growing  commerce. 
The  want  of  the  precious  metals,  thougli  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  inconveniencies,  contributed 
greatly  to  fix  the  charader  and  manners  of  the 
people.  It  ierved  to  place  happiriefs  rather  in 
v/hat  v.^as  to  be  enjoyed,  than  m  what  was  to 
beamaffed.  Avarice  appeared  in  all  its  defor¬ 
mity  in  the  eyes  of  a  people  who  had  no  titled 
greamefs  to  afpire  to,  and  with  whom,  honeft 
induliry  was  a  fccufity  againft  extreme  necef- 
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fity.  In  fuch  a  country,  and  in  fuch  an  age, 
a  man  poiTellmg  a  philofophic  and  reflefting 
mind  would  vviili  to  live ;  and  there  have  been 
times,  in  which  it  would  have  been  confidered 
as  the  glory  and  happinefs  of  a  prince  to  reign 
over  fubjedfs  fo  free,  fo  increafing,  and  fo  hap¬ 
py,  ere  the  fcience  of  finance  gave  oppreilion  a 
new  form.  But  America  v/as  much  more  at  her 
eafe  than  England,  and  fhe  muft  be  brought  to 
contribute  a  reafonable  proportion  to  the  necef- 
fities  of  the  prefent  Bate,  whence  originated  the" 
beloved  idea  of  fubjeCfing  America  to  internal 
taxation.  Her  population  too  increafed  in  a 
more  rapid  degree  than  any  other  country  had 
been  known  to  do.  Accordino;  to  eftimates 
made,  which  have  never  been  controverted;, 
feme  of  the  North  American  Colonies  double 
their  inhabitants  in  fixteen  years^  whilft  the  po-^ 
pulation  of  the  Britifh  Ifles  is  not  fuppofed  to 
be  on  the  advance.  From  hence  it  was  felf- 
evident,  that  the  Colonies  in  a  much  fhorter 
time  than  fifty  years,  would  be  equal  in  po¬ 
pulation  to  the  mother-country,  perhaps  much 
•more  populous  ;  arid  when  arrived  at  fuch  an^ 
height,  what  probability  was  there  that  the? pre¬ 
fent  fubordination  would  continue !  ^ 

So  long  ago  as  the  year  1733,*  an  a£t  was  paf- 
fed,  v/hich  laid  certain  duties  on  all  foreign  fpn 
rits,  moloffes,  and  fugars  imported  into  the  plan¬ 
tations  ;  thefe  impolls  were  fubmitled  to,  and 
the  diftindion  between  commercial  regulations 
and  interne!  taxation  was  not  dwelt  on,  until 
the  fatal  introdudion  of  the  ftamp-ad  ;  which, 
upon  every  principle  of  natural  intereft,  with¬ 
out 
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but  confidering  the  qiieftion  of  legal  right,  or 
the  expediency  of  exerting  the  power,  fliould 
eithc"r  have  been  inflexibly  adhered  to,  or  that 
kind  of  taxation  abandoned  for  ever.  The  evil 
genius  of  this  country  caufed  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  to  happen.  The  ftamp-ad  was 
repealed,  and  a  duty  was  laid  upon  teas  and 
various  other  articles  imported  into  America 
•This  was  no  more  an  internal  tax  than  the  for¬ 
mer  one  on  fugars,  indeed  the  duties  laft  levied 
were  on  merchandize  from  Great-Britain,  the 
others  ori  foreign  prpduds;  but  the  Americans, 
chafe  fo  to  confider  it,  and  many  other  caufes  of 
Jifcontent  prevailed.  Had  Great-Britain,  at  that 
time^  been  diftinguifhed  for'  public  fpirit,'  love 
of  liberty,  and  fcrupulous  attention  to  a  rigid 
teconomy  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
the  efieds  of  which  appeared  in  feizing  every 
proper  means  of  reducing  the  national  debt ; 
and  had  the  Americans  .  been  ,  called  upon  by  an 
^dminiftration  purfuing  fuch  views,  to  contribute 
.to  fuch  a  purpofe,  their  feelings  v/ould  not:  have 
.rpolted  from  the  demand.  Indeed,  they  did  not 
difpute  the  propriety,  of  the  mother -country 
rnaking  a  requifitioh,  they  only  alked  Jo  be. 
.permitted  to  raife  the  contribution .  by  ads  of 
their  own  aflemblies.  Had  fuch  a, mode  been 
aflented  to  here,  'the  oppofite  extremities  of 
the  Atlantic  would  have  been  united  in  one 
common  caufe,  and  the  Britifh  conftitution  would 
have  grown  permanent  even  from  age  itfelf. 
MuUaal  confidence  could  alone  build  up  fuch  a 
fabric,  for  although  the  two  countries  were  unit¬ 
ed  by  common  anceftry,  by  participating  in  tltc- 
fame  free  conftitution  of  government  *,  by  pro- 
tfelling  the  tenets  of  proteftantifm  ^  by  commer- 
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<-lal  and  frlendl}^  interconrle^  and  the  excharTg^ 
of  reciprocal  benefits,  yet  they  were  fcparated 
by  an  ocean  of  three  thoufand  miles  expanfe’^ 
which,  whilll  it  promoted  that  amicable  com- 
iriercial  intercourfe,  created  diflinCl  interefts  iit 
the  two  Conntries,  which  began  to  foment  jea  ^ 
loufies  and  mutual  difguft.  Each  country  rea- 
ibned  according  to  the  opinions  molt  prevalent 
there,  and  every  age  has  its  leading  fentiments. 
The  one  carried  the  principles  of  civil  liberty 
and  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  to  a  great 
height ;  the  other  was  no  lefs  tenacious  of  the 
doctrine  of  fubordination  to  the  parent  ftate,  and 
iubmillion  to  the  regulations  made  by  the  legif- 
iature.  Had  the  conteft  arifert  half  a  century 
ago,  many  of  the  arguments  which  were  urged 
on  each  fide  would  not  then  have  been  produced. 

A  government  founded  on  the  principles  of  free- 
dom,  could  nor  polfibly  be  brought  into  a  more 
'perplexing'  fituation  than  that,  into  which  the 
clilpute  wdth  the  Colonies  threw  Great'-Britain. 
Perhaps  no  fovereign  ever  fwayed  the  fceptre  of 
thefe  realms,  that  was -any  w^ay  equal  to  the  ob- 
jeib  to  be  effedled,  except  Queen  Elizabeth,. 
That  great  princefs,  who  came  to  the  throne  at 
a  molt  critical  period,  knew  how  to  accomrrtodate 
herfelf  to  the  temper  of  the  times.  She  poE 
feffed  all  the  foothirig  arts  which  are  calculated 
to  perfuade,.  and  knew  as  well,  borh  when  and 
how,  to  enforce  obedience,  -She  was  ferved  by 
feme  of  the  ablcft  ftatefmen  that  this  country 
ever  produced,  and  extended  her  views  more 
into  .futurity,  than  any  one  of  her  fuccelTors,, 
'tlie  great  Naflaii  only  excepted. 
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A  general  dilTatisfaftion  prevailed  in  Ameilca, 
and  agreements  had  been  entered  into  not  to 
import  any  merchandize  from  Great-Britain, 
which  had  greatly  affedled  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  although,  thefe  engagements  were  not 
ifriftly  oblerved  on  the  part  of  the  Americans. 
Their  governors,  who  were  appointed  by  the 
crown,  but  paid  by  the  people,  were  unanimous, 
in  their  manner  of  reprefenting  the  fpirit  of  op- 
pofition  which  prevailed  among  the  colonies. 
In  each  province  contentions  between  the  gov^er- 
iior  and  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  were  fre¬ 
quent,  and  obftru(!:l:ed  the  public  bufinefs  in 
every  fellion.  The  New  England  provinces 
were  the  moll  forward  iri  thefe  difputes,  and  in 
the  Mafiachufett's  Bay  they  arofe  to  the  greateft 
height.  There,  no  terms  had  been  kept  for  a 
confiderable  time  between  Sir  Francis  Bernard, 
the  governor,  and  the  affembiy,  whilft  eacit 
charged  the  other  with  being  the  caufe  of  the 
difientions.  In  the  year  1770,  that  gentl'emau 
Was  recalled,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  -4 
native  of  America,  and  lieutenant-governor,  fuc- 
ceeded  him ;  whereupon  Mr.  Andrew  divert 
alfo  by  birth  an  American,  who  was  fecretary 
of  the  province,  became  lieutenant-governor, 
Some  letters  which  were  written  by  thefe  gentle¬ 
men,  to  psrfons  in  power  and  office  in  England^ 
in  the  years  1768  and  1769,  happened  t>  be  pro¬ 
cured  by  Dr.  franklin,  who  refided  in  London 
as  agent  for  the  houie  of  reprefentatives  of  tire 
Maifachufett’s  Bay,  and  were  by  him  tranfmii- 
ted  to  Boiton.  Many  pafiages  in  thele  letters 
gave  great  offence  to  the  Boftonians,  particulariy 
the  follov/ing  in  one  of  governor  Elutchinfon'sj 
letters  ;  I  nev(?r  think  of  the.  nieafures  neceL 
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iary  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  coloriieSjj 
\vithout  pain.  There  mull  be  an  abridgment  or 
what  are  called  Englifli  liberties.  I  relieve  my- 
felf  by  confidering,  that  in  a  remove  from  the 
ftate  of  nature  to  the  moll  perfect  ftate  of  go^ 
vernment,  there  m.uft  be  a  great  reftraint  of  na-^ 
tural  liberty.  [  doubt  whether  it  is  pofiible  to 
projedl  a  fyllem  of  government,  in  which  a  CO7  . 
Jony  three  thou  land  miles  diftant  from  t  he  parent 
ftate,  Iball  enjoy  all  the  liberty  of  the  parent 
ftate.  I  am  certain  I  have  never  yet  leen  the  j 

projcclion.  I  wifti  the  good  of  the  colony,  when  j 

I  wifh  to  lee  fome  farther  reftraint  of  liberty,  ra-  J 
ther  than  the  connedtion  with  the  parent  ftate  | 
fhould  be  broken  ^  for  I  am  fure,  fuch  a  breach  | 
muft  be  the  ruin  of  the  colony.’’  Speaking  of  the  | 
combination  of  the  Americari  merchants,  he  fays,  | 

But  it  is  not  pofiible  that  provifion  for  dilTolv- 
ing  thefe  combinations,  and  fubjecling  all  who 
do  not  renounce  them  to  penalties  adequate  to 
the  offence,  ftiould  not  be  made,  the  firlt  week  j 
the  parliament  meets.  Certainly,  all  parties  will  j 
unite  in  lb  extraordinary  a  cafe,  if  they  never  do  ^ 
-jn  any  other.” 

In  confequence  of  the  difcovery  of  thefe  letters, 
an  addrefs  from  the  reprefentatives  of  Maffachu- 
fett’s  Bay  to  the  King,  was  tranfmitted  from_ 
Bofton  to  their  agent,  and  by  him  delivered  to 
the  American  fecretary  In  it  they  petition  his 
rnajefty  to  remove  their  governor  and  lieutenant-  ■ 
governor,  whole  condudt  had  a  natural  and  ef¬ 
ficacious  tendency  to  interrupt  and  alienate  the 
affedlions  of  his  rnajefty,  whom  they  llyle  their  | 
rightful  fovereign,  from  his  loyal  province,  and  | 
to  deftroy  all  harmiony  and  good-will  between  i 
Great 'Britain  and  the  colonies.  They  likewife 

charge 
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cTiarge  their  governor  and  ills  lieutenant,  v/ith 
havin'^  been  among  the  chief  inftruments  in  intro¬ 
ducing  a  fleet  and  an. army  into  t'ne  province, 
to  eftablifli  and  perpetuate  their  plans.  ihis 
addrefs  was  afterwards  laid  before  a  committee 
of.tiie  privy-council,  vdio  reported  the  charges 
in  the  petition  to  be  groundlefs,  vexatious  and 
fcandalous,  and  that  the  petition  ought  to  be  dit- 

miffed.  ■  ,  r.  r  r 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  an  adl  of  parlir- 

ament  was  paffed  towards  the  clofe  of  the  lali  lelli- 
on,  enabling  the Eaft-India Company  to  export  teas 
duty-free.  In  confequence  of  which,  the  Com¬ 
pany  refolved  upon  a  mode  of  trade  whicn  they 
had  never  before  adopted^  and  inftead  or  dil^ 
pofing  of  their  teas  at  public  fale,  freighted  fe^ 
veral  (hips  for  the  /Vnnerican  colonies^  on  their 
own  account,  and  appointed  agents  there  tor  the 

difpofal  of  their  cargoes. 

Many  ftrong  reafons  were  urged  againit  this 

meafure.  It  could  not  be  expected  to  afford  the 
Company  any  relief  from  their  prefen t  embar- 
ralTments,  as  the  returns  would  not  be  made  ex- 
peditioiiffy,  nor  perhaps  punctually,  even  if  the 
leas  ffiould  find  as  good  a  market  as  the  moft 
ftrenuous  advifer  of  the  mealure  could  expeCt. 
Bat  if  the  excefs  of  their  ftock  of  teas  was  difpof- 
ed  of  at  public  fale,  the  nierchants  v/ould  oecome 
purchafers  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  tlie  time  of 
payment  could,  in  that  cate,  be  aicertained,^  It 
was  even  calcuiated,  that  a  lurn  of  money  niignt  be 
raifed  by  that  means,  fuflicient  to  extricate  the 
Company  from  their  difficulties  A  gentleman  dii^ 
tinguifhed  for  his  abilities,  and  wtio  was  well  ac”- 
quainted  with  the  diipofition  of  t!ie  Americans^ 

.as  well  as  the  interetts  of  the'  Company 
^  told 


^  Governor  Johnftone. 
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nally  abfurd,  becaufe  they  were  prefentinp  theni- 
lelves  as  the  butt  in  tlie  controverfy,  where  they 
'^ould  probably  come  off  with  the  lofs  of  all  thei^ 
merchandize.  However,  it  was  the  favourite  plap 
of  adminiftration,  that  the  Company  ftould  be, 
come  their  own  factors. 

Notwithftanding  the  colonies  aftually  received 
tneir  teas  at  pd.  a  pound  cheaper  than  they  had 
formerly  done,  yet  they  were  not  thereby  induced 
to  purchafe  them.  They  fkid,  that  the  paft-India, 
Company  were  quitting  their  ufual  line  of  condiift 
and  wantonly  becoming  the  inftrument  to  eive 
efficacy  to  an  odious  law.  Throughout  the  colo¬ 
nies,  the  molt  violent  oppofition  to  the  landing  of 
the  teas  prevailed,  and  without  any  interchange 
ol  entiment,  every  port-town  along  that  extenfive 
coalt^  was  actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit. 

When  the  tea-fhips  were  expeded  to  arrive, 
tile  agents  appointed  to  receive  them  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  renounce  their  engagements,  and  fo, 
lemnly  bind  themfelves  not  to  act  -..the  people  de, 
legated  committees  in  different  towns  and  pro- 
Vinces,  to  whom  they  gave  the  moft  extenfive 
powers.  Merchants  were  compelled  to  fubmit 
their  books  to  the  infpeiftion  of  thefe  regulators 
who  alTumed  the  power  of  impofing  tefts,  and  in¬ 
flicting  punilbments  on  fuch  as  oppofed ‘their  pro¬ 
ceedings.  A  cuftom-houfe  officer,  named  Mal¬ 
colm,  was  tarred  and  feathered,  and  in  that 
manner  led  about  the  town  of  Bofton.  Thefe 
violenc  meafires  were  not  confined  to  thofe  places 
wliich  had  (hewn  the  moft  adive  difpofition  to 
contend  with  the  mother-country,  the  more  peace¬ 
able  and  orderly  provinces,  on  this  occafion,  de¬ 
parted  from  their  former  principles,  and  became 

ec^^ually 


X 


r  [  - f37-  J 

equally  violent  un  oppofmg.  the  la-nding  of  the 

te3,s.  ■  ' ,  \  M  .i  •  ^  '  1  '  ‘  ■ 

When  three. of  the  Cor^paily’sr  rtiips  arrived  at 
;Softon,  in  December,  1 773,’  the; captains, -yalarm- 
ed  at  the  fpirit  which  prevailed^  among  the  pe.o- 
.  pie,  offered  to  return  to, England,  without  lajjd- 
ing  their  cargoes,  if  they  ^could'^obtain  the  propqr 
/difeharges  from  the  tea-confignees-  the  cuftom- 
houfe  arid  the  governor.:  but, though  thefepfficers 
\vould  hot  venture  :to  land  the  tea,  yet  they  re- 
fufed  the  captains  a  difeharge^  wbilft  thein.cargoes 
remained  on  boardj ,  for  the  delivery  of  which  they 
'■■were  chartered  by  tl^e  Company.  The, night -afr 
ter  the  goVernor  had  given  his  .refufal>f,|a,numT 
ber  of,atnied  men,  difguifed .  like  Mphawk 
arts,' went  on  board  the  ifhips,  and,- ^in>-lef{s  than 
Tfbur  hours,  emptied  every  chqft  pf- tqa  on  board 
the  'fhips,  amounting  to  three  hundred’  and 
forty^two,  into  the  fea,  without  ;the  leaft  damage 
f  Sonetothe  fhips,  or  any  other  property  ;.t which 
having"  dohe,  they  retired.'  ,  It  is  .remarkable^ 
that  the  governor,,  the  civil  power^  the  garrifon 
of  Fort'Williahi,  and  the  armed  fhips  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  were  totally  inactive  on  this  occafion  f. 

'  ^  At  . all  the  other  American -ports,  ^^where;  tea- 
ihips, arrived^  the  inhabitants  obliged  the  captains, 
to  return  without  breaking  bulk,  (as  the  people 
bf  Eoftbn  were  defirous  of  doingi  except  at  Charles- 
Town  'in  South  Carolina,  where  the  teas  were 
",  ...  •  •  ..  .  landed' 

'j  '  .  ■ 

‘  *  December  18.  ^ 

•f  A  letter  was  afterwards  read  in  the  hoiife  of  Co;rrimons, 
from  Col.  Leflie,  who  commanded  at  Bofton  at  that  time,  in. 
which  he  (aid,  that  neither  the  governor,  the  council,  nor 
ahy  of  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  had  applied  to  him  tor  aflift- 
ance.,  If  they  had,  he  could  moft  certainly  have  put  a  Ilop 
to  all  the  riots  and  violences,  but  not  without  blood-llied, 
firing  upon  the  town,  and  killing  fome  innocent  people. 
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The  houfe  fat  near  two  months  before  anv  m>a- 
fures  Were  ■  taken  concerning  the  affairs  of^ A 

r.cj  notwhhilanding  ,he  afanSL  aW«  M 

m^  premier  delivered  'a 

meffap  from  h.s  majefty*  informing  the  Sfo 

that  m  confequencp  of  the  unwaramable  S 

tices  earned  on  m  North  America,  and  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  violent  and  •  outrageous  proceedinos  at 
the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,^with  a  view  of  oS 
ftrudmg  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  hnd 

tf-  pretences  immediately  fobverfiS 

of  the  conftitution,  it  was  thought  fit  to  lav  Z 
whole  matter  before  parliament ;  fully  confiding 

malft  ^  maintainarice  of  hi 

majefty  s  authority,  as  in  thar  attachment  to  the 

f  of  all  his  dominions  • 

to  talc  T  efFeftuali; 

to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  may  be  moft  Jikelv  to. 

put  an  immediate  ftop  to  thefe  diforders,  ^but 

would 


*  March  7,  1774, 
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■would  alfo  take  into  their  rpoft  ferious  confideratW 
on,  what  farther  regulations  and  permanent  pro- 
vifions  may  be  neceflary  to  be  eftabliflied,  for 
better  fecuring  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the 
juft  dependence  of  the  colonies  upon  the  crowi| 
and  parliament  of  Grerit-Britain.” 

Immediately  after  the  delivery  of  this  meftape 
upwards  of  one  hundred  papers  refpetting  Ame¬ 
rican  affairs  were  brought  up;  they  confiftecl 
of  copies  and  extrafts  of  letters  fiom  the  dif¬ 
ferent  magiftrates  and  officers  in  America  ;  the 
votes  and  refblutions  of  the  inhabitants  ofBoA 
ton,  with  many  other  authentic  documents. 
An  addrefs  being  returned  to  his  majefty^ 
ftrongly  expreffing  the  readinefs  of  the  houfe 
to  comply  with  the  purport  of  the  royal  mef- 
fage,  the  minifter  loon  after  ^  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  “  for  the  immediate  remor- 
yal  of  the  officers  concerned  in  the  colledtioii 
and  management  of  his  majefty’s  duties  and 
cuftoma,  from  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  the  pro¬ 
vince'  of  the  Malfachufett’s-bay,  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica;  and  to  difcontinue  the  landing  and  dis¬ 
charging,  lading  and  fhipping  of  goods,  wares 
and  merchandize  at  the  faid  town  of  Bofton, 
or  withiri  the  harbour  thereof.”  His  lordfhip 
entered  into  a  juftification  of  the  governor’s 
conduct,  whom  he  defcribed  to  have  taken  every 
rnethod  which  difcretion  didated,  or  good  po^ 
licy  authorized,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  E-aft-In- 
dia  Company’s  property,  the  fafety  of  the  conr 
ftgnees,  and  the  preferving  of  order  and  quiet 
iia  the  town.  The  military  force  in  tjie  caftle, 

'  <ind 
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«nd  the  fhips  of  war  In  the  harbour,  might 
mdeed  have  been  called  in  to  fave  the  te;^ 
from  deftrudtion  ;  but  as  the  leading  men  in 
Bofton  had  always  made  great  complaints  of 
the  interpofition  of  the  army  and  navy,  and 
cnarged  all  difturbances  of  every  fort  to  their 
account ;  he  with  great  prudence  and  tempe¬ 
rance,  determined,  from  the  beginning,  to  de^^ 
dine  a  meafure,  whicli  would  have  been  fo  ir¬ 
ritating  to  the  minds  pf  the  people  ;  and 
might  well  have  hoped,  that  by  this  Confi¬ 
dence  in  their  condud,  and  truft  repofed  in 
the  civil  power,  he  fhould  have  calmed 
their  turbulence,  and  preferved  the  public 
tranquillity. 

He  faid  it  was  henceforth  impofiible  for  our 
commerce  to  be  fafe  in  the  harbour  of  Bofton, 
and  it  was  highly  neceiTary  that  fome  port 
fhould  be  found  for  the  landing^  of  our  meis 
chandize.  That  it  w^as  no  new  thing  fora  whole 
town  to  be  fined,  although  thereby  fopie  fevy 
innocent  individuals  might  fufter.  when  the  au- 
tnority  of  fuch  a  town  had  been,  as  it  were, 
afleep  and  inadive.  He  inftanced  the  city  of 
London  in  king  Charles  IL  time,  v/hen  Dr, 
Lamb  was  killed  by  unknown  perfons,  the  city 
was  fined  for  it  and  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh, 

ia 


The  fine  iiiipofed  v/as  6000  !.  His  lord (liip  herefn  cpm- 
iTiitced  an  anachroniCin,  it  happened  in  the  reign  of  Charles  L 
in  the  year  1628.  Lamb,  a  creature  of  the  Duke  of  fjucking- 
ham,  at  the  time  when  the  hqufe  pi'  Commons  were  training 
a  rcmonllrance  to  the  throne  againfi  that  favourite,  and  whicli 
r>ccafioned  the  hatly  prorogation  ot  parliament,  was  let  upon 
in  the  ftreets  of  London  by  the  rabble,  and  fo  roughly  beat, 
that  he  died  of  his  bruifps  the  next  morning.  In  confequence  ' 
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in  Captain  Porteous’s  affair,  when  a  fine  was 
fet  upon  the  whole  city ;  and  alfo  at  Glafgow, 
where  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Campbell  w^as  pulled 
.down,  part  of  Ine  revenue  of  the  town  was 
fequefiered  to  make  good  the  damage.  Bof-^ 
ton,  he  obferved,'  was  much  more  criminal  than 
either  of  the  three  cities  he  had  mentioned,  for 
that  town  had  been  upwards  of  feven  years  in 
riot  and  confufion;  all  the  difturbances  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  he  faid,  had  originated  there4 

The 

of  which,  the  LordwjiayoF  and  Alderwcil  were  (ent  for  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  councH  table,  and  were  there  examined  ;  and  at 
hrfl  threatened  that  they  fliou'ld  lofe  their  charter.  If  they  did 
not  difeoverand  deliver  up,  the  principal  agents  in  the  uproar;'' 
however,  the  offence  was  afterwards  expiated  by  a 
Kennety  Eciiardj  Humcy  take  no  notice  of  this  tranfa^on. 

iBuckingham  about  two  months  after  was  iiabbed  at 
^outh.  •  j 

^  The  propriety  qf  adducing  this  Inilance  of  amercement*  ta 
jiudify  a  ineafure  ftill,  more  violent,  although  carciedintoexe- 
-curion,  irL  an  age  when  the  rights  of  individuals,  as  well  as^ 
•of  public  bodip,  were  fully  afeertained,  may  be  ftrongly  ob¬ 
jected  to.  It  is  authentically  franfmitfed  to^us,  that  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Seymour,  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  not  many 
.days  before  this  riot,  had  faid  in  that  affembly,  when  tbV 
Ibpplies  had  been  debated  upon,  How  can  we  fpeakofgiving, 
pli  we  know  whether  we  have  any  thine  to  give^  for  if  his  ma- 
]eiiy  may  be  peritiaded  totake  whathe will,  whatneed  wegiver’* 

arbitrary  a<5ts  which  had  been  exer- 
cifed  againfi  the  fubjeft,  and  laid,  To  countenance’ thefc 
proceedings,  hath  it  not  been  preached,  in  the  pulpit,  or  ra¬ 
ther  prated,  t/txft  all  •we  haue  is  the  King  s  hy  di'vine  right 
And  Sir  Robert  Philips  on  the  fame  occafion,  faid,  “  The 
grievances  by  which  we  are  oppreffed,  I  draw  under  two 
heads  ;  a(Us  of  power  againft  law,  and  the  judgment  of  law-, 

againlt  Qur  liberty,^*  Ru/kwortKi  HiJls  Colhi  iJionsy  Vol.  L 
I’ranfJyns  Annals.  ‘  •  ^ 
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The  lord-mayor  'of  London  *  prefented  a  pefn 
lion  of  feveral  natives  and  inhaoitants  of  North 
America,  then  in  London,  which  ftated  •  it  to  be 
an  inviolable  rule  ,of,  natural  juftice,  that  no  man 
ihould  .be  condemned  unheard;  and  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  no  perfon  or  perfons  can  be 
Judged  without  being  called  jupon  to  anfwer, 
and  being  permitted  to  hear  the  evidence  againft 
them,  and  to  make  their  defence.  If  judg¬ 
ment  be  immediately  to  follow  an  accufation 
againft  the  people  of  America^  fupported  by 
perfons  notorioufly  at  enmity  with  them,  the 
accufed  unacquainted  with  the  charge,  and  from 
the  nature  of  their  fituation  , utterly  incapable 
of  anfwering  and  defending  themfelves,  every 
fence  againft  falfe  accufation  ,will  be  pulled 
down.  They  alked,  by  what  rule  of  juftice 
can  the  town  be  punilhed  for  a  civil  injury^ 
committed  by  perfons  not  known  to  belong  to 
•it?  The  petitioners  conceive  .  that  there  is  not 
an  inftance,  even  in  the  moft  arbitrary  times, 
in  which  a  city  was  punifhed  by  parliamenta¬ 
ry  authority  ,  without  being  heard,  for '  a  civil 
.offence,  not  committed  within  their  jurifdidi- 
on,  and  without'  redrefs  having  been  fought  at 
common  law.  Tiie  inftance  brought  of  the  ci 
ty  of  London,  was  for  a  murder  committed 
v/ithin  its  walls,  '  by  its'  citizens,  ih'mperi  day  : 
but  in-  this  cafe,  arbitrary  as  the  times  were, 
the  trial  was  public  ;  -in  a  court  of  common 
kw,’th'e  party  heard,  and  the  law  laid  down 
by  Ae  Judges.  In  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh  in- 
dec6|  parliament  did  interpofe  •,  but  this  was  ter 
punife  the  eommillion  of  •  an  atrocious  murder, 
'  ■  within 


* 
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'within  her  gates; -and  aggravated  by^anotert 
a<a  of  high  treafon,  in  executing,  againft  the 
exprefs  will  of  the  crown,  the  king’s  laws. 
Both  thefe  cities  had  by  charter,  the  whole  ex¬ 
ecutive  power  .within  themfelves;  and  in  both 
cafes,  full  time  was  allowed  them  to  difcharge 
their  duty,-  and  they  were  heard  in  their  de¬ 
fence.  But  neither  has  time  been  allowed  in 
this  cafe,  nor  is  the  accufed  heard,  nor  is  Bof- 
ton  a  walled  town,  nor  was  the  faft  committed 
within  it ;  nor  is  the  executive  power  in  its 
hands,  as  it  is  in  thofe  of  London  and  Edin¬ 
burgh.  On  the  contrary,  the  governor  himfelf 
holds  that  power,  and  has  been  advifed  by  his 
.majefty’s  council  to  carry  it  into  execution.  If 
it  has  been  neglected,  he  alone  is  anfwerablei 
and  perhaps,  thcu^ue  courfe  of  law.,  is  operat¬ 
ing  there  to  the  difcovery  and  profecution  of 
the  real  offenders;  The  petition  llrdngly  infill¬ 
ed  on  thopexcefllve- rigour  and  injuftice  of  the 
act,  its  tendency  to'  alienate  the  affedions  of 
America  from  .this  country,  ;and  that  her  at¬ 
tachments  cannot  long  furvive  the'juftice  of 
'.Great  Britairt.  ■  r  '  ' 

•  The  reply  to  the  pleas  urged  in  this  petiti* 
on  was,  that  the  cafe  called  for  immediate  re- 
drefs;  it  was  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  par¬ 
liament,  to  fuffer  chicane  .and  fubterfuge  to 
•evade  the  execution  of  Tubftanfial  .juftice.  .it 
-Was  afked,  if  the^houfe  doubted  >  either  the  re— 
•ality  or  degree  of 'the,  offence,  or  .of  their  own 
competency  to  enquire  into  and  punifh  it  ? 
Lord  North  would  not  -’Undertake  to  fay  what 
■Would  be  the  confequence  or  event  of  this 
meafure,  but  he  was  ftrongly  of  opinion  it 
would  be  falutary  andeffedual. 


little. 
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Little  oppoTition  was  fhewn  - to  the  bill  at  ifi 

introdudlion,  but  on  its  third  reading,  ftrdng 

were-  made  to  change  the  fentiments  of 
the  houfe. 

Governor  Johnftone  predifted  to  the  houfe, 
that  the  efFedt  ot  this  bill  Inuft  be  a  general 
confederacy  to  refift  the  power  of  this‘s  coun¬ 
try.  He  called  it,  irritating,  tempting,  nay  in¬ 
viting  men  to  thofe  deeds  by  inetFedual  expe¬ 
dients ;  the  aberrations  >  of  an  undecifive  mind, 
incapable  of  comprehending  the  chain  of  con- 
fequences  v/hicii  muft  refult  from  fuch  a  law. 
The  queftion  of  taxing  America,  he  faid,  was 
fufficiently  nice  to  palliate  refiftance,  if  the  fub- 
jedt  had  never  been  dilputed  in  this  country  : 
but  after  the  higheft  charadfers  of  the  ftate 
had  declared  againft  the  right  of  this  country 
to  irfipofSt- taxes  on  America,  for  the  purpole 
of  revenue  i  ■  after  the  general  voice  of  the  fe- 
iiate  had  concurred  in  repealing  tlie  ftamp-aift 
upon  that'  principle,  there  is  fo  much  mitigati¬ 
on  to  be  pleaded  in  favour 'of  tlie  Americans 
Tromlthis  circuraftance,  allowing  them  in  an  er¬ 
ror  at  prefent,  that  it  will  be  the  height  ,df 
-crueky  to  ehforce  'contrary  maxims  with  any 
•degree  of  feverity,'  at  firft,  before  due  warning 
-L  given,.  It  is  in  vain  to  fay  that  Bofton  is 
more  culpable  than  the  other  Colonies.  Send¬ 
ing  .the  Ihips  away,  and  obliging  them  to  re^ 
-turn,  to  England,  is  a  more  folemn  and  deli- 
‘berate  aft  of  .refiftance  '  titan  the  outrage  com- 
tnittrd  by  'perfons  in  difguife,  in  the  night, 
.when  the  Ihips  refufed  to  depart.  In  extend- 
•  ing  this  kind,  of  puniftiment  to  the  other  Co¬ 
lonies,  every  one  muft  fee  the  danger;  and  yet, 
if  it  can  be  approved  for  one,  the  fame  argu¬ 
ments 
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merits  will  apply  to  others.  If  a  fimilar  puniflii. 
merit  were  applied  to  the  Colony  of  Virginia^j 
the  revenue  would  be  reduced  300,000!.  a  year, 
befides  the  lofs  of  all  foreign  contradls,  and  per¬ 
haps,  of  that  beneficial  trade  for  ever.'  Thofe 
gentlemen,  he  continued,  who,  are  in  the  fecrets 
of  the  cabinet,  and  know  how  allured ly  every 
propofitiorl  from  thence  is  adopted  by  this  houfe^ 
may  be  warranted  in  their  fanguine  acclamations 
in  favour  of  this  meafure  ;  but  the  general  mafs,, 
who  mull  be  equally  ignorant  With  myfelf  of 
what  is  to  follow,  can  have  no  excufc  for  giving 
their  alTent  fo  readily  for  puniliiing  their  fellow 
fubjeifts  in  fo  unprecedented  a  manner;  and  their 
eager 'zeal  ferves  only  to  fhew,  how  ready  they 
are  to  obey  the  will  of  another  without  exercif- 
irig  their  own  judgment  in  the  cafe.  My  opinion 
is,  that  if  coercive  -  meafures  are  to  be  adopted^ 
an  efFedfual  force  fhould  be  immediately  carried 
into  the  heart  of  the  colony  refilling, =  to  crufh  re-* 
bellion  in  the  bud,  before  a  general  confederacy 
fcan  be  formed..  For  .my  own  part,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  from  experience  in  the  Colonies,  that 
good  government  may  be  maintained  there*, 

upon  rational  grounds,  as  well  as  in  this  coun^ 

try. 


That  the  power  of  relloring  the  port  of  Bollori 
to  its  former  rights  fhould  be  abfolutely  veiled 
in  the  crown,  was  objeded  to.  Is  it  neceifary,' 
it  was  aflced,  either  for  punifhment  of  the  Bollon- 
ians;  or  for  fatisfadion  to  the  Eall-India  Com¬ 
pany  }  Such  a  regulation  could  only  be  made 
for  the  purpofe  of  ellablifhing  a  precedent,  of 
delivering  over  whole  towns  and  communities  to 
an  arbitrary  diferetion  in  the  crown.  Until  now,- 
139  precedent  could  be  produced,  of  a  maritime' 
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city  being  deprived  of  its  port,  and  then  left' 
to  the  mercy  of  the  crown,  to  reftore  the  port 
Qr  not,  at  pleafure. 

No  divilioii  took  place,  and  the  bill  was  im*' 
mediately  carried  to  the  Lords 

In  the  debate  on  this  bill,  Mr.  Charles  Fox- 
appeared,  for  the  firft  time,  among  the  mino¬ 
rity.  In  the  courle  of  this  feilion  he  had  fhev/n 
himfelf  adverfe  to  the' opinions  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  treafury,  and  about  the  time  when  this  bill 
began  to  be  agitated,  he  quitted  his  feat  at  the 
treafury. 

In  the  hoiife  of  Lords,  the  Earl  of  Shelburne 
took  an  active  part  in  oppofing  the  bill.  He 
prefented  to  that  houfe  a  fimilar  petition  to  that 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  houfe  of  Com-' 
mons,  from  the  natives  of  America  refiding  in- 
and  about  Londom  The  bill  was  fupported  by 
the  Lords  Mansfield,  Gower,  Lyttelton,  Wey-^ 
mouth,  and  Suffolk,  and  oppofed  by  the  Dukes 
of  Richmond  and  Manchetter,  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  the  Lords  Camden,  Shelburne,  and 
Stair.  It  palfed  the  houfe  the  30th  of  March, 
only  five  days  after  it  was  brought  in,  and  ' re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  aflent  the  next  dav. 

The  bill  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  firft 
of  June  1774,  it  fnall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
perfon,  to  Ihip  for  e^tportation,  goods  from  any 
quay,  or  wharf,  within  the  town  or  harbour  of 
-Bofton,  nor  are  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize, 
brought  from  any  other  country,  to  be  landed 
there,  under  pain  of  the  forfeiture^  of  the  faid 
goods,  and  of  the  boat,  lighter,  or  veffel,^  out  of 
which  they  may  be  taken.  Fourteen  days  al- 

lovfsd 
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'lowed  to  fuch  diips  or  vefTels  as  may  happen  fd 

be  in  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  on  of  before  the  firft 
of  June.  When  it  fhaJl  be  made  to  appear  to 
his  majefty  in  council,  that  peace  and  obedience 
to  the  laws  fhall  be  fo  far  reftored  in  the  town 
of  Bofton,  as  that  the  trade  of  Great-B  itain  may 
be  fafely  carried  on  there,  and  the  culloms  dtily 
eolleded  ;  if  his  majelty  in  council  fhali  judge  the 
fame  to  be  true,  he  may,  by  proclamation,  of 
order  of  council,  affign  and  appoint  the  extent, 
bounds,  and  limits  of  the  port  or  harbour  of 
Bofton,  and  of  every  creek  or  haven  witliin  the 
fame ;  and  fo  many  quays  and  wharfs  for  the 
landing  and  (hipping  of  goods  as  he  fliall  judge 
fit  and  expedient,  after  which  it  fliall  again  be¬ 
come  a  port.  But  this  reftoration  of  the  privi-^ 
leges  of  the  port  of  Rofton,  his  majefty  is  not 
empowered  to  grant,  until  full  fatisfaeftion  has 
been  made  to  the  Eaftdndia  Company,  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Bofton,  for  t!ie  damage  fuftained  by 
the  deftruaion  of  their  goods  ^  and  to  th^ 
officers  of  revenue  and  others,  who  •  fuifered 
by  the  riots  and  infurteaions,  in  the  feverai 

months  of  Novem.ber,  December,  and  Ja¬ 
nuary.  ’ 

Whilft  the  Bofton  port  bill  was  depending  in 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  the  prime  minifter,  in  the 
other  houfe,  proceeded  farther  to  develope  the 
plan  concerted  by  government  for  the  fubjupa- 
tion  of  the  refraaory  Colonies,  by  moving  fof 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  the  Maffa- 
chufettsbay,  and  the  houfe  being  refolved  into 
a  committee  his  lordlhip  introduced  the  bill^ 

‘‘  that  an  executive  power  was  much 

L  a  wanted- 
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v/anted  in  that  province^  .and  that  it  became 
highly  rieceffary  to  ftrcngthen  the  hands  of  ma-^ 
giflracy  there.  The  force  of  civil  power  con^ 
fifted  in  the  pojje  cmriitatus^  which  was  compofed 
of  the  very  people  who  had  committed  all  the 
riots  and  outrages  which  had  happened  for  many 
years  paft  •  fo  that  the  prefervation  mf  the- 
peacc,  was  not  to  be  looked  for  from  them  % 
and  if  the  democratic  part  ihew  that  contempt' 
of  the  laws,  how  is  the  governor  to  execute  any 
authority  vefted  in  him  ?  He  has  not  the  power 
of  appointing  magiftrates  or  of  removing  them ; 
the  council  alone  have  that  power,  and  they  are 
dependent  on  the  people^  His  lordiiiip  inferred 
from  thence,  that  there  was  fomething  radically 
Wrong  in  that  conftitution.  If  the  governor 
ilTued  out  a  proclamation,  there  could  hardly  be 
found  a  magiftrate  to  obey  it,  and  it  was  necef*^ 
fary  to  have  the  concurrence  of  feven  of  the 
council  to  give  validity  to  an  aft  "of  the  gover-^ 
fior.  Where  there  is  fuch  a  want  of  civil  authority^ 
can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  military,  be  they 
ever  fo  numerous,  con  be  of  the  leaft  fervice  ? 
For,  continued  his  lordfnip,  I  (hall  alv/ays  con- 
fider  a  military  power,  afting  under  the  au¬ 
thority  and  control  of  a  civil  magiftrate,  as  ^ 
part  of  the  conftitution  ;  but  the  military  alone^ 
ought  not  to  aft,  and  cannot  do  fo  legally.” 

He  propofed  by  this  bill  to  take  the  executive 
power  from  the  hands  of  the  democratic  part  of 
the  government  in  that  province,  and  that  the 
governor  fliould  aft  as  a  juftice  of  peace,  and 
that  he  fbould  have  the  power  to  appoint  the 
officers'  throughout  the  whole  civil  eftablilh- 
ment;  liich  as  the  fheriffs,  provofts,  marfhals, 
the  chief  juftice  and  judges  of  the  fupreme 

court 
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fourt  excepted.  All  which  officers  fhould  here* 
;  moveable  by  his  majefty.  Tov/n  meetings  to 
be  declared  illegal,  unlefs  held  by  the  fpecial 
confent  of  the  governor,  upon  the  annual  elec¬ 
tion  of  certain  officers  which  it  is  the  people’s 
province  to  choofe.  He  propofed  to  put  juries 
upon  a  different  footing,  which  regulation  he 
acknowledged  to  have  been  fuggefted  by  Lord 
George  Germain  Thefe  regulations  he  appre¬ 
hended  would  effectually  purge  that  conllitution 
of  all  its  crudities,  and  give  ftrength  and  fpirit 
to  the  civil  magiftracy,  arrd  to  the  executive 
power  f. 

With  a  view  to  qualify  thefe  fevere  aCts^ 
fome  members  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  who 
had  affentcd  to  the  Bofton  port  bill,  particular¬ 
ly  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller  and  the  Hon.  Con.  Phipps, 
were  of  opinion,  that  fomething  of  a  conciliatory 

and 


^  This  noble  lord  had  renounced  the  herefies  of  oppofi- 
tion,  and  become  a  convert  to  the  eftabliilied  political  faith, 
two  fefiions  before.  * 

t  His  lordiiiip,  by  adopting  the  principle  of  this  bill,  went 
fomething  farther  than  his  great  grand-father  had  done  in 
the  year  1683.  For,  when  the  court  was  at  that  time  re- 
folved  on  depriving  the  City  of  London  of  its  charter,  the 
merits  of  the  caufe  was  folemnly  argued  before  the  judges  of 
the  court  of  King’s-bench,  who  declared  the  liberties  and 
•privileges  of  the  city,  foneited,  and  that  they  might  be  feized 
into  the  king^s  hand.  In  conlequence  of  this  fenience,  the 
charter  of  the  city  was  furrendered,  which  the  Lord  Keeper 
North,  in  the  king’s  name,  reilcred  ;  but  under  fuch  fevere 
reftriClion.s,  particularly  wdth  refpe<^  to  the  choice  of  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  iheritfs,  as  left  tke  king  abiolute 
mafter  of  the  government  of  the  City  of  London.  I  he 
Jranfaflioii  is  related  at  large  by  Rapin.  The  city’s  charter 
was  reitored,  in  its  fullefl;  extent,  at  the  revolution,  and  an 
of  parliament  palfed  to  prevent  its  being  leallumed  by 
the  crown. 

^  .  i 
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and  -redrefling  nature  fliould  accompany  them, 
as  a  probable  means  of  i»enderirig  them  efficacious. 
■Tne  aovocates  for  Inch  a  meafure  pleaded,  that 
paiiianient,  wnilft  it  refented  tlie  outrages  of  the 
American  populace,  ought  not  to  fhew  a  difpo- 
fition  to  irritate  the  orderly  and  wcll-affeded 
part  of  the  Colonies.  That  if  fuch  had  fatisfac- 
tion  in  tne  matter  of  taxes,  they  would  become* 
iniLrumental  in  reftraining  the  inferior  and  more 
turbulent  from  outrages;  and  this  facrifice  to 
peace  would  be  at  very  little  expence,  as  the 
produce  of:  the  tax  was  of  no  importance  to 
Great-Britain.  Such  arguments  were  meant  to 
pave  the  way  for  a  mopon  to  repeal  the  duty 
i/pcn  tea.  Ihe  debate  chiefly  turned  upon  the 
policy  of  the  repeal  at  this  particular  time. 

Lord  North  denied  that  the  tax  was  an  inconfr* 
derable  revenue,  and  ftrongly  contended  that  nqi 
atits  of  lenity  fhould  accompany  their  reflric- 
live  ads.  To  repeal  at  this  time/  would  ITiew 
fuch  a  degree  of  wavering  and  inconfiltency, 'as 
woula  Qcfeat  tne  g:ood  effects  of  the  vigorous 
plan,^  which,  after  too  long  remiffnefs,  was  at 
length  adopted.  Parliament  ought  to  fhew  that 
it  will  relax  in  none  of  its  juft  rights,  but  enr 
force  them  in  a  pradical  v/ay.  The  legiflature 
ought  to  fhew,  that  it  is  provided  with  fufficient 
means  of  making  itielf  obeyed  whenever  it  is 
refifted.  If  the  tax  upon  tea 'is  repealed,  other 
demands  will  be  made  on  the  part  of  America, 
Mdiich  as  foou  as  complied  with,  will  be  followed 
by  others,  until  even  America  herfelf  is  fiirrender- 
cd.  If  the  houfe  perfifted  in  that  wholefome  fe~ 
yerity  which  it  had  begun  to  exercife,  there  was  no 
floiibt  but  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  Americans 
would  be  the  refult ;  let  but  Great-Britain 
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maintain  her  rights  \vith  firmnefs,  then  pease  ani 
iquiet  will  Toc)!!  be  reftored. 

The  hoiife  divided  upon  the  queftion,  whethef 
^  comiTjittee  (liould  be  appointed  to  take  into 
roniidejation  the  repeal  of  the  duty^  Ayes  49, 
jSJoes  183. 

Ti  iis  queftion  being  difmilTed,  the  houfe  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  regu-^ 
lating  the  government  of  the  MalTachufett’s-bay* 
in  fapport  of  it,  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  afferted,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  crown  to  take  away  or  alter 
charters,  if  they' were  found  deficient  of  the  pur- 
pofe  intended,.  That  the  American  papers  on 
the  table  were  fufficient  evidence  of  the  fact,  and 
that  it  was  not  rreceffary  for  any  farther  hearing 
on  either  fide.  Great  inconveniencies,  he  faid, 
had  arifen  from  the  prefent  form  of  government, 
which  frequently  retarded  bufinefs,  but  which 
would  be  removed  by  this  bill.  Mr.  Charle's 
Jenkinfon  faid,  it  was  right  to  take  aw^ay  charters 
it  they  were  abufed ;  and  to  govern  the  Ameji^ 
cans,  as  they  were  not  capable  of  governing 
themfelves.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dyfon,  contended, 
that  tile  houfe  proceeded,  not  as  a  court  of  jnfr 
tice,  but  in  their  legiflative  capacity,  regulating 
and  fupplying  the  deficiencies  in  charters  \vhic!> 
had  been  granted  by  the  crown, 

On  the  other  fide,  General  Conway  pleaded, 
that  the  Americans  had  done  no  more  than  every 
fubje^fl  would  do  in  an  arbitrary  ftate,  where  laws 
are  impofed  againft  their  will.  He  thought  tax¬ 
ation  and  legiilation  in  that  cafe  inconfiftent*,  anti 
alked,  have  you  not  a  legiflarive  right  over  Ire¬ 
land  Yet  no  one  w^ill  fay  we  have  a  right  to  tar 
Ireland.  He  predict :d,  that  theG  acts  rerpeCting 
America,  would  involve  this  counuv  and  its  mi¬ 
nified 
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nifter  in  misfortunes,  and  he  wifhed  it  might  not 
be  added,  in  ruin. 

hdr.  Pownall,  who  had  been  fbme  years  governor 
of  Maffachufett’s-bay,  fpoke  ably  on  the  form  o£ 
government  in  that  piovince,  and  concluded  with 
characterizing  the  Americans  as  a  confcientious, 
religious,  peaceable  fett  of  people ;  and  added, 
that  a  more  refpectable  fett  of  men  did  not  exift 
in  all  his  majefty’s  dominions. 

Sir  Edward  Aftley  hoped,  that  if  we  had  had  a 
twelve  years  lenity  and  inactivity,  we  Ihould  not 
now  proceed  to  have  a  twelve  yeats  cruelty  and 
bpprellion.  He  deemed  the  meafure  to  be  a  harlb 
one,  and  unworthy  of  a  Britifh  legiflature. 

Mr.  Dowdefvvell  pleaded  flrongly  and  ably  that 
•the  province  fliould  be  heard,  before  an  aCt  was 
palTed,  which  would  entirely  deprive  it  of  its 
chartered  rights.  He  prefented  Repetition  frorn 
Mr.  Bollan,  agent  for  the  council  of  the  province, 
praying  that  the  bill  might  not  pafs  into  a  law, 
until  he  fhould  have  time  to  receive  anfwers  from 
thence  to  letters  which  he  had  fent.  Tlie  prayer 
of  this  petition,  he  faid,  was  fo  perfectly  reafon- 
able,  that  it  appeared  impolilble  to  be  rejected  out 
of  the  court  of  the  inquifition.  The  petition  v/as 
rejected.  The  bill  was  carried  on  the  fecond 
reading  without  a  divifion. 

Lord  North  then  propofed  a  third  bill,  which 
he  hoped  would  effectually  fecure  the  province  of 
MalTachufett’s-bay  from  future  difturbances.  He 
faid,  the  juries  of  that  country  were  not  eftablifn- 
-ed  after  the  manner  in  which  our  juries  here  are  ; 
and  therefore  were  not  fo  likely  to  give  to  each 
offender  that  impartial  trial,  which,  by  the  laws 
pf  this  country  he  was  entitled  to.  By  the  bill 
■■ivhich  he  meant  to  propofe,  whenever.it  fliould  be 
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found  in  that  country,  that  a  man  is  not  iikely  to 
meet  with  a  fair  impartial  trial,  the  governor 
foould  be  empowered  to  lend  him  to  any  of  the 
other  colonies,  where  the  fame  kind  of  fpirit  has 
not  prevailed;  but  if  it  Ihould  be  thought  that  he 
cannot  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  in  any  of 

in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  party  accufed 
fhall  be  lent  to  Great-Britain,  to  be  tried  before 
the  Court  of  King’s- bench;  the  expences  of  which 
trial,  to  be  drawn  for  on  the  cuftoms  of  England. 
Such  a  meafure,  he  trufted,  would  drew  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  that  this  nation  is  roufed  to  defend  its  rights, 
and  to  maintain  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  its  Co¬ 
lonies;  and  when  roufed,  that  the  meafures  taken 
are  not  cruel  nor  yindidive,  but  necelfary  and 
efficacious.  His  lordfhip  propofed,  that  the  bill 
■Ihould  continue  in  force  for  three  years,  and  de¬ 
clared  it  to  be  the  laft  meafure  that  parliament 
•would  take:  after  which,  it  required,  that  his 
majefty  s  fervants  there  Ihould  be  vigilant  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty,  and  keep  a  watchful  eye 
over  every  encroachment  upon  thefe  newly  created 
powers,  and  not  fuffer  the  lead  degree  of  dilbbe- 
dience  .to  their  meafures  to  take  place  in  that 
country.  The  cuftomary  relief  of  troops,  he  faid, 
which  was  four  regiments,  were  ordered  for  Bof- 
ton;  and  General  Gage  would  go  out  with  them 
ns  commander  in  chief,  and  governor  of  the  pro.- 
vmce.  He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
pill,  for  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice 
in  t  e  cafes  of  perfons  queftioned  for  any  adts 
done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  for  the 
luppreffion  of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province  of 
aifachufett’s-bay  in  New  England;  and  pro¬ 
duced  precedents,  to  warrant  the  meafure,  which 
were,  that  the  habeas  corpus  adl  had  been  fufpendt 
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in  tht  year  1 745.  That  fmugglers  apprehend- 
ed  for  offences  committed  on  the  coaft  of  SuffeXj^ 
had  been  made  triable  in  the  county  of  Middlefex^ 
and  the  Scotch  rebels  in  England. 

The  oppofition  denied  the  neceffity  of  this  ad, 
even  on  the  fuppohtion^  that  julbce  might  be 
perverted  in  'New  England^  beca'  fe,  in  fuch 
cafes,  the  prerogative  of  the  crov/n  relight  ftep 
in,  and  the  governor  might  reprieve  any  one^ 
who  appeared  to  be  convided  illegally  or  uii«^ 
jLuffly. 

Colonel  Barre  declared  he  rofe  with  great  un- 
willingnefs  to  oppofe  this  bill  in  its  very  in¬ 
fancy,  before  its  features  were  well  formed,  and 
to  claim  that  attention,  which  the  houfe  feemed 
to  beftow  with  great  reluctance  on  any  argu^ 
ments  in  belialf  of  America.  Whilft  their  pro^ 
ceedings,  fevere  as  they  were,  had  the  leaft  co^ 
lour  of  juifice,  he  faid,  he  defifted  from  oppo-r 
fing  them';  and  although  the  bill  for  ihutting 
up  the  port  of  Bofton,  contained  in  it  many 
tilings  moff  cruel,  unwarrantable,  and  imjulf, 
yet  as  it  was  couched  under  thofc  general  prin^ 
ciplesof  juftice,  retribution  for  injury,  and  conir. 
penfition  for  lofs  fuftained,  he  defifted  from  op- 
poling  it.  The  bill  was  a  bad  way  of  doing 
what  v/as  right,  but  lull  it  was  doing  what  w^as 
ri(>ht.  As  to  the  bill  then  before  the  houfe, 
he  pronounced  it  to  be  unprecedented  to  any 
former  proceedings  of  parliament  ;  and  unwar¬ 
ranted  by  any  delay,  denial,  or  perverfion  of 
juftice  in  America.  It  was  fa  big  with  op- 
pieflion  and  mifery  to  that  country,  and  w^ith 
danger  to  this,  that  the  firft  bjufli  of  it  was 
fufticient  to  alarm  and  roufe  him  to  oppofiti- 
ca.  It  wegt  to  ftigmatize  a  whole  people  as. 

perfccutoiSs 
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perfecutors  of  innocence,  and  men  incapable  of 
doing  juftice,  without  a  lingle  fadl;  being  pro¬ 
duced,  on  which  to  ground  the  imputation. 
-On  the  contrary,  the  inltances  which  have  hap¬ 
pened,  are  dired  confutations  of  lucli  charges. 
The  cafe  of  Capt.  Prelton  was  recent  ;  this  oi'-’ 
ficer  and  fome  foldiers  had  been  indicted  at 
Bofton  for  murder,  in  killing  fome  perfons  in 
the  fuppreflion  of  a  riot  ;  titey  were  fairly  tri¬ 
ed  and  fully  acquitted.  It  was  an  American 
jury,  a  New-England  jury,  aBollon  jury,  which 
tried  and  acquitted  them.  Capt.  Prelton  has 
under  his  hand,  publicly  declared,  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  very  town  where  their  fellow- 
citizens  had  been  flain,  acquitted  him.  This  is 
the  very  cafe  the  atf  fuppofes.  Is  this  th.e  re¬ 
turn  made  them  ?  Is  this  the  encouragement 
given  them  to  perfevere  in  fo  laudable  a  fpirit 
of  juftice  and  moderation  ?  He  denied  that  the 
cafes  of  trials  for  fmuggling,  and  of  reafon  in 
the  lall  rebellion,  did  at  all  apply  to  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  beeaule  the  inconveniencies  of  profe- 
cution-  or  defence,  was  comparatively  infignifi- 
cant,  on  account  of  the  little  diftance  to  which 
the  trials  were  removed.  He  took  notice  of 
,  Lord  North’s  exprellion,  “  we  muft  fhew  the 
Americans,  that  we  will  no  longer  lit  quiet  un- 
,  der  their  infults,”  and  called  it  mere  declama¬ 
tion,  unbecoming  the  charadter  and  place  of 
him  who  uttered  it.  He  afked,  in  what  moment 
have  you  been  quiet .?  Has  not  your  govern- 
luent  for  many  years  paft  been  a  feries  of  ir¬ 
ritating  and  offeqfive  meafures,  without  policy, 
principles,  or  moderation  ?  Have  not  your  troops 
and  your  fnips  made  a  vain  and  infulting  pa¬ 
rade  in  their  ftreets  and  in  their  harbpurs?  k 
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feas  feemed  to  be  your  ftudy  to  irritate  and  in-« 
flame  them.  You  have  ftimulated  their 
contents  into  difalTeftioiij  and  you  are  now  goad¬ 
ing  their  difaffedtion  into  rebellion.  Can  you 
expert  to  be  well  informed  when  you  liften 
only  to  partizans  ?  Can  you  expeft  to  do  juf- 
tke,  when  you  will  not  hear  the  accufed  f 

After  having  endeavoured  to  fliew  that  the 
bill  was  without  precedent  to  fupport  it,  or 
fa(fts  to  warrant  it,  he  proceeded  to  reprefent 
the  confequences  which  it  was  likely  to  pro¬ 
dude.  A  foldier  feels  himfeif  fo  much  above 
the  reft  of  mankind,  that  the  ftii<ft  hand  of 
the  civil  power  is  neceffary  to  check  and  re- 
ftrain  the  haughtlnefs  of  difpofition  which  fuch 
iu period ty  infpires.  What  conftant  care  is  ta¬ 
ken  in  this  country,  to  remind  the  military  that 
they  are  under  the  reftraint  of  the  civil  power  } 
In  America,  their  fuperiority  is  felt  ftill  more., 
Remove  the  check  of  the  law,  as  this  bill  pro- 
j'x^fes,  and  what  infolence,  w’hat  outrage,  may 
you  not  expect  ?  Every  paffion  that  is  perni- 
cioLLS  to'  fociety,  wnli  be  let  loofe  upon  a  peo¬ 
ple  unaccuftomed  to  licentioufhefs  and  intern- 
j>erance.  Thefe  people,  who  have  been  long 
complaining  of  oppreffion,  will  fee  in  the  foi- 
diery  ihofe  who  are  to  enforce  it  upon  them  ; 
whilft  the  military,  ftrongly  prepoffeffed  with  the 
idea  of  that  people  being  rebellious,  unawed  by 
the  civil  power,  and  actuated  by  that  arbitrary 
fpirit  which  prevails  in  the  beft  troops,  will 
commit  violences  v/hich  might  roiife  the  tameft 
people  to  refiftance,  and  which  the  vigilance  of 
their  officers  cannot  effeftually  reftrain.  ^  The 
inevitable  confequence  will  be  open  rebellion 
which  you  profefs  by  this  to  obviate. 

liave 


t  *57  1 

iiave  befeti  bred  a  foldier,  he  continued,  bavg 
ferved  long;  I  refpe<9:  the  profeffion,  and  live 
in  the  ftricleft  habits  of  friendiliip  with  many 
officei^  ;  but  there  is  not  a  country  gentleman 
of  you  all,  who  looks  upon  the  army  with  a 
jealous  eye,  or  would  more  ftrenuoufly  refift 
the  making  them  independent  of  the  civil  powd¬ 
er  than  myielb  No  man  is  to  be  trufted  in 
fuch  a  fituatioii.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  fol- 
dier,  but  the  vice  of  human  nature,  which, 
unbridled  ny  law,  becomes  infolent  and  licen¬ 
tious.  When  I  ftand  up  an  advocate  For  Ame¬ 
rica,  1  feel  myfelf  the  firmeft  friend  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  We  owe  our  greatnefs  to  the  commerce 
of  America.  Alienate  your  Colonies,  and  yon 
deftroy  the  genuine  fupply  which  nourifhes  your 
own  ftrength.  t.et  the  banners 'of  rebellion  be 
once  fpread  in  America,  and  you  are  an  un¬ 
done  people.  You  are  urging  this  defperate, 
this  deftruAive  iffue*  You  are  urging  it  with 
fuch  violence,  and  by  meafures  tending  fo  ma- 
nifeftiy  to  that  fatal  point,  that  though  a  ftatc 
of  madnefs  only  could  infpire  fuch  an  intenti¬ 
on,  it  would  appear  to  be  your  deliberate  pur- 
pofe.  You  have  changed  your  ground  :  you 
are  becoming  the  aggreffors,  and  are  offering 
the  laft  of  human  outrages  to  the  people  of 
America,  by  fubjeding  them,  in  effedt,  to  mi-- 
iitary  execution.  1  know  the  vaft  fuperiority  of 
your  difeipiined  troops  over  the  provincials^ 
out  beware  how  you  fupply-  the  want  of  dif - 
cipline  by  defperation.  Inftead  of  fending  them*, 
the  olive-branch,  you  have  fent  the  naked  fword. 
By  the  olive  branch,  I  mean  a  repeal  of 'all  the 
iate  laws,  fruitlefs  to  you  and  oppreflive.  to 
the  na •  their  aid  m  a  c*onfi<itut'ional  man— 
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Her,  and  they  will  give  it  to  the  utitioft  of  thclV 
ability.  They  never  yet  refufed  it  when  pro-^ 
perly  called  upon.  Your  journals  bear  the  re¬ 
corded  acknowledgments  of  the  zeal  with  which 
tney  have  contributed  to  the  general  neceffitiei^ 
or^  the  ftate.  They  may  be  flattered  into  any 
tning,  but  [hey  are  not  to  be  driven.  Have 
fonue  indulgence  to  your  own  likenefs  ;  refpedt 
•their  fturdy  Englifii  virtue  ^  retradl  your  odious 

exertions  of  authority ;  and  remember, - that 

the  firft  ftep  towards  making  them  contribute 
to  your  wants,  is  to  reconcile  them  to  your  go¬ 
vernment. 


An  old  rriember,^  who  was  very  rarely  ad- 
Verfe  to  minillry,  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  this  bill, 
and  concluded  his  fpeech  with  thefe  remarka¬ 
ble  words  :  I  will  now  take  my  leave  of 

the  whole  plan.  You  will  commence  your  ruin 
from  this  day.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  nob 
only  the  houfe  has  fallen  iiito  this  error,  but 
■^the  people  approve  of  the  meafure.  The  pecH 
pie,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  are  mifled.  But  a  fhorf 
time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency  of  this  bill. 
If  ever  there  was  a  nation  running  headlong 
to  ruin,  it  is  this.” 

On  the  8th  of  May  Sir  George  Savile  mo¬ 
ved,  for  leave  to  prefenc  a  petition  from  the* 
natives  of  America  refident  in  London,  againft 
the  two  bills  then  depending,  which  was  ad** 
mi  t  ted. 

Therein  it  was  aflerted,  that  a  charter,  fo 
granted  as  that  of  tlie  5d  of  William  and  Mary 
.to  the  province  of  Maflachufett’s-bay,  was  ne-* 
Ter  before  altered  or  refumed,  but  upon  a  full 
fair  hearing  ^  that  therefore  the  prefent 
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|)roceedmg  is  totally  unconftitutibrial,  and  fet‘4' 
aii  example,  which  renders  every  charter  in 
Great-Britain  and  America  entirely  infecure. 
The  appointment  and  removal  of  the  judges 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  governor,  witli  lalaries 
payable  by  the  crown,  puts  the  property,  vh- 
berty,  and  life  of  the  fubject,  depending  on 
judicial  integrity,  in  bis  power.  The  petition¬ 
ers  perceive  a  fyftem  of  judicial  tyranny  delibe¬ 
rately  at  this  day  impoied  upon  them,  which, 
from  the  bitter  experience  of  its  intolerable 
injuries,  has  been  abolillied  in  this  country. 
It  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  objedlions  to 
the  other  bil!,  for  the  more  impartial  adminlf- 
tration  of  juftice  in  the  province  of  Maflachu- 
fett’s-bay  ;  many  of  which  were  fimilar  to  thofe 
urged  by  Colonel  Barre,  which  have  been  al¬ 
ready  ftated.  The  bill,  fays  the  petition,  by 
giving  a  difpenimg  power  to  the  governor,  ad^ 
vanced  as  he  is  by  the  former  bill  above  the 
law,  and  not  liable  ^  to  any  impeachment  from 
the  people  he  may  opprefs,  muft  conftitute  him 
an  abfolute  tyrant.  No  hiftory  can  fliew,  nor 
will  human  nature  admit  of,  an  inftance  of  ge¬ 
neral  difeontent,  but  from  a  general  fenfe  of 
oppreffion.  The  petitioners  wifhed  they  could 
poflibly  perceive  any  difference  between  the  mofl 
abjedf  flavery,  and  fuch  entire  fubmiflion  to  % 
leglllature,  in  the-^conftitution  of  which  they 
have  not  a  fmgle  voice,  nor  the  leaft  influence, 
and  in  which  no  one  is  prefent  on  their  be* 
Jialf.  They  regarded  the  giving  their  property 
by  their  own  confent  alone,  as  the  inalienable 
right  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the  facred  bulwartS 
of  conftitutional  liberty  :  to  deprive  the 

therefore  o'”  this  right,  is  reduce  them 
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acquimion,  but  tor  the  benefit  of  others.  They 


entreated  the  houfeto  confider,  that  the  reftraints 
which  the  examples  of  fuch  feverity  and  injuf- 
tice  impofe,  are  ever  attended  with  the  moft 
dangerous  hatred.  In  a  diftrefs  of  mind  which 
could  not  be  defcribed,  the  petitioners  conjured 
the  houfe,  not  to  convert  their  zeal  and  affec¬ 
tion,  which  have  hitherto  united  every  Ameri¬ 
can  hand  and  heart  in  the  interefts  of  Eng-, 
land,  into  paffions  the  moft  painful  and  perni¬ 
cious.  Molt  earneflly  they  befeeched  the  houfe 
not  to  attempt  reducing  them  to  a  ftate  of 
flavery,  which  the  Englilh  principles  which  they 
inherit  from  their  mother-country,-  will  render 
worfe  than  death.— The  bill  for  regulating  the 
government  of  Maffachufett’s-bay,  was,  that 
fame  day,  carried  by  a  majority  of  almoft  five; 
to  one.* 

In  the  houfe  of  Lords,  the  abfolute  neceffity 
of  a  powerful  and  fpeedy  remedy  for  the  cure 
of  a  government  which  was  fo  totally  debili¬ 
tated  as  that  of  Malfachufett’s-bay,  was  the' 
chief  reafon  afllgned  for  the  hafte  with  which  the' 
bill  was  carried  through,  and  for  declining  to 
hear  evidence  at  the  bar,  and  from  departing 
from  the  ordinary  rules  by  which  judicial  pro¬ 
ceedings  are  nelgulated.  The  lords  in  admi- 
niftratioH  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  pro*' 
cefs  was  not  of  a  penal  nature  ;  fo  far  from  it^ 
that  it  was  beneficial  and  remedial :  they  went 
fo  far  as  to  aflert  it  to  be  a  great  improvement 
in  the  Malfachufett’s  form  of  government,  be- 
«aufe  it  brought  it  nearer  to  the  Englifli  mo¬ 


del 
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deL  All  thefe  affumptions  were  controverted 
by  the  minority  lords,  who  ftrenuoully  oppof- 
ed  the  bill  without  being  able  to  make  any 
converts  .to  their  opinion,  it  palled  on  the  nth 
of  May,  gz  againft  20.  The  licentioufnefs  of  the 
.people  was  hereby  to  be  fupprelfed  by  the  licenti- 
.bufnefs  of  power.  A  protell  was  however  entered  oii 
the  journal^  which  was  figned  by  eleven  lords. ^ 

In  this  proteft  it  was  maintained^  that  the 
rights  which  the  inhabitants  of  Maflachufett’s- 
fbay  enjoyed  by  virtue  of  their  charter,  could 
pot  be  properly  ^taken  away,  without  the  de-' 
jfinite  legal  offence  by  which  a  forfeiture  is  ia- 
.curred  being  firft  clearly  ftated  and  fully  proved; 
and  the  parties  affefted  by  fuch  proceedings^ 
Aquld  have  had  '  notice  of  the  proc^^fs,  in  or-^ 
jder  that  they  might  plead  in  their  own  defence; 

*  1  ^  of  proceeding  is  not  technical 

ibrmality,  but  fubftantial  Juiliee.  It  proceeded 
to  fay,  tkat  if  the  numerous  land  and  marine; 
forces  which  were  ordered  to  affemble  in  Maf-, 
lachufett’s-bay,  were  not  fufficient  to  keep  that 
Tingle  cqlony  in  any  ftate  of  order;  until  the 

can  be  fairly  and  equally 
Tried,  no  regulations  in  this  bill,  nor  in  any 
.other,  brought  into  that  houfe,  are  fufficient  fof 
.that  purpofe.  Another  objection  made,  was, 
jbecaufe  the  appointment  of  all  the  members  of 
'tjie  council,  which  this  bill  yefted  ,in  the  crown, 
jis  not  a  proper  provifion  for  the  equilibrium 
(Of  the  colony  conftitution  :  the  crowi^.  being  em- 
^powered  to  increafe  or  leffen  the  number  of  the 
council,  on  the  report  of  the  governor ;  whiclv' 

M  tends 

^  Vhj  Richmond,  Portland,  Abingdon,  King,  EfHiigham,^ 
Ponfonby,  Rockin^Uair^  Absrgatepny,  lusiniUr,  Grav^n^ 
Fiizwibiajja-. 
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tends  to  deftroy  freedom  of  deliberation,  and 
wholly  to  annihilate  its  life.  The  regnlatioil 
refpefting  the  fheriffs,  was  another  innovatioil 
ftrongly  objeOfed  to  in  this  proteft ;  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  whom,  being  by  the  will  of  thO 
governor  only,  and  without  requiring  in  the 
perfon  appointed  any  local  or  other  qualificati^ 
on,  and  making  that  officer  changeable  by  the 
governor  and  council,  as  often  and  for  fiich  pur- 
pofes  as  they  fhalt  think  expedient,  is  a  power 
which  the  BritilTi  conftitution  has  not  trufted  to 
liis  majefty  and  his  privy-council.  Hereby  the 
invaluable  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  turned  into 
a  fhare  for  the  people,  who  have  hitherto  look¬ 
ed  upon  'it  as  their  main  fecurity  againft  the 
Keentioufnefs  of  power.  It  concludes  with  fay¬ 
ing,  If  the  force'  propofed  fhall  have  its  fuH 
effed,  that  effed,  we  greatly  apprehend, 'may 
not  continue  longer  than  whilft  the  fword  is 
held  up.  To  render  the  Colonies  permanently 
advantageous,  they  muft  be  fatisfied  with  their 

condition.  ' 

The  reception  given  to  the  other  bill,  which 
went  to  regulate  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  ifi 
Mairachufctt’s-bay,  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  was 
fimilar  to  that  which  changed  the  natine' of  its 
government,  where  it  was  carried  tlnougH  43 
to  12.*  The  .minority  lords  on  tiiis  occafion 
likewife  entered  a'yery  ftrong  proteft, f  in  which 
they  alligned,  among  other  reafons^  for  their 
dilTent  frorh  the  bilf,  that  after  the  proferiptioh 

■  •  of 

J  ■  «.  •  j. 

*  May  i&,  1774- 

■  ,  f-yrhe  proufh'ng  I-orJs  were  Richmond,  Fitayilllam-,  Pon- 
fonbv,  Rockinghaiii,  Fonland,  Graven,  Leinfler, 
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t)f  the  port  of  Bofton,  the  dicfranehifement  of 
the  colony  of  Maflhchufetfs-bay,  and  the  vari¬ 
ety  of  provifions  which  have  been  made  in  the 
feilion  for  new-modelling  the  whole  polity  and 
judicature  there,  this  bill  is  an  humiliating  con- 
feflion  of  the  v/eaknefs  and  incfficacy  of  all  the 
pxmceedings  of  parliament,  by  fLipjX)ling  that 
it  may  be  impracticable,  by  any  means  which 
the  public  wifdom  could  devife,  to  obtain  a  fair 
trial  there  for  any  who  act  under  government. 
By  the  bill  therefore  it  is-  virtually  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  Britifh  government  is  iini- 
,  vei  fally  odious  to  the  whole  province  ;  and 
that  it  is,  or  may  become,  hateful  to  all  the 
Colonies  i  which  is  to  publifh  to  all  the  world,  ' 
,in  terms  the  moft  emphatical,  the  little  con¬ 
fidence  the  fupreme  iegiflature  repofes  in  the 
.affection's  of  fo  large  and  fo  important  a  part 
of  the  Britifh  empire.  .  The  bill  therefore  a- 
mounts  to  a  declaration,  that  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament  know  no  means  of  retaining  the  Co¬ 
lonies  .  in  due  obedience,  but  by  an  army 
rendered  independent  of  the  ordinary  courfe 
ot  law  in  the  place  where  they  are  employed. 
They  likewife  diifent,  becaufc  they  think  that 
a  military  force  fufficient  for  governing  upon 
.  this  plan,  cannot  be  maintained  without  the 
inevitable  ruin  of  the  nation  :  and  lallly,  bc- 
caufe  the  bill  feems  to  be  one  of  the  many 
experim.ents  towards  an  introduClion  of  clTen- 
tial  innovations  into  the  government  of  the 
enipire. 

On  the  day  that  this  blH  pafled  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  the  firil  lord  of  the  treafury  entered  on  the 
annual  bufmefs  of  finance  in  the  lower  houfe. 
Twenty  thoufand  feamen  had  been  voted  foi* 

M  “  x  h  ^ 
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the  year  i774)  i^>cluding  four  thouland  tfiree 
hundred  and  fifty  four  marines,  the  expence  of 
which  was  iiated  to  be  1,040,000!.  The  or¬ 
dinary  of  the  navy,  and  building,  rebuilding,, 
and  repairing  fhips,  .amounted  together  to 
864,9171.  A  navy-debt  of  200,000  L  was  alfo 
diicharged.  Tlie  land  forces  for  Great-Britain,. 
Guernley  and  Jerfey,  amounted  to  eighteen 
thouland  and  twenty-four  effedtive  men,  includ- 
ing .  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  invalids  ;  the  expence  of  which  was=  rated 
at  638,630!.  The  whole  amount  of  military 
eftablifhments  in  Africa,  North  America,  and 
Europe,  the  out-penfidners  in  Cheliea  Hofpital^ 
penfions  to  officers  v/idows,  ordnance  and  ord-' 
nance-debt,  including  the  above  fum,  was 
^553^)^14^*  I'he  extraordinaries  of  the  army 
amounted  to  288,030!.  A  million  of  3  percents 
annuities  was  difcharged  and  annihikied,  at  88^ 
per  cent,  no  one  perfon  to  fubforibe  to  a  larger  fum 
than  5000  L  flock. For  callirrg  in  and  recoining  the 

deficient 

^  nrhe  faiTi*  flocks  were  felcded  on  this  occafion  as  iri 
the  year  1772,  when  a  million  and  a  half  w^s  paid  off, 
(fee  page  74)  viz.  annuities  coniblidated  by  a£t  of  par¬ 
liament  of  the  25th,  iSih,  29th,  32d  and  33d  years  of 
George  JI.  and  leveral  fubfeqrient  a£ts,  payable  and 
transferable  at  the  Bank.  Alfa  annuuies  coniolidated 
by  the  ads  of  the  25th  of  George  j].  and  the  5tk 
of  George  Iff.  called  reduced  annuities,  payable  af 
the  .fame  place.  LikeWife  old  and  new  South-Sea  an¬ 
nuities. 

The  price  which  the  flock  negotiable  at  the  Bant 
bore'  in  May  1774,  gvvas  86 i,  that  at  the  South-Sea^ 
Houfe  84“-,  .the  ciilproportion  varying  only  a  quarte# 
per  cent,  from  what  it  was  two  years  before  ;  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  flocks  had  fallen  more  than  2  per 
chnt.  The  douceur  of  fix  lottery  tickets  was  worth  3 1. 
Thefe  terms'  were  better  to  the  fubfc/ibers  by  one 
than  the  fcraier. 


I' 
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<id?cient  gold  250,000!.  The  mifccllaneGus  fer- 
vice  was  Hated  at  60,251 1.  *  A  million  of  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills  was  paid  off.  The  whole  amount 
of  the  fupplies  was  given  in  at  6,15.9,661 1, 
The  ways  and  means  for  providing  this  fum  were 
as  follow.  The  land-tax  and  malt  duties  Hood 
as  in  former  yearss,  the  amount  of  both  of  which 
was  rated  at  2,250,000!.  The  balance  from  the 
fmk:ing-fund  on  the  5th  of  January  1774^  after 
it  had  yielded  the  fum  charged  thereon  laft  year, 
was  113,190!.  The  quarterly  produce  of  the 
finking-fund,  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1774> 
amounted  to  619,303!.  One  million  two  Jiun- 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  were  raifed  by 
^Exchequer  bills.  A  lottery,  confifting  of  Cxty 
thoufand  tickets,  was  diftributed  among  the 

'  holders 


♦  The  particulars  of  which  were  as  follow,  vi/.. 
l^Jew  roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  ot  Scotland 
To  the  Truftees  of  the  Britilh  Muleuin 
<jeneral  Surveys  in  North  America  ■— 

l^'ivil  Eftabiiiliments  in  Africa,  and  in  Nova  Scotia, 
Georgia,  Eall  and  Weft  Florida  j 

To  David  Hartley,  Elq  ;  towards  defraying  thel 
charge  of  his  experiments  to  afcertaia  the  { 
practicability  and  utility  of  preferving  builds  | 

mgs  and  fhips  from  fire  . - -  J 

For  maintaining  and  fnpporting  the  Britifli  forts  \ 
and  feitlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  \ 

To  make  good  fums iftued  by  his  majcfty’s  orders, 
in  purftiance  of  add  relics  of  the  iioufe  of 
Commons  -  - - - 


JBefi  Jos  which,  the  Intereft  of  annuities  created 'J 
in  1758,  for  the  payment  of  which  no  fund  { 
was  eftablifhed  by  parliament,  was  leplaced  f 

tp  the  finjcing-fund  -r- - -  J 
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60,25 1 


43.645 
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holders  ot  the  million  of  flock  paid  off,’  in’ the 
proportion  of  fix  tickets  for  every  lool.  flock,  to 
be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  12I  los.  each  ticket, 
Six  h’Lindred  thoufand  pounds  were  difliibuted  in 
prizes,  the  full  amount  of  which  was  to  be  paid 
in  money  on  the  firll  of  March  1775.  The  fum 
of  150,0001.  was  gained  by  the  lottery,  which 
does  not  appear  to  be  brought  in  aid  of  the 
fuppjly.  T^he  produce  of  the  linking-fund  was 
anticipated  2,080,696!*.  Fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  were  voted  of  the  money  receivable  in  the 
cu.'-rent  year,  on  the  duties  and  revenues  direfted- 
by  parliament  to  be  relerved  for  defraying  the 
neccffary  expences  of  defending,  protecting,  and 
fecuiing  the  Britifli  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America  for  making  good  fuch  part  of  the  fup- 
plies  as  had  been  granted  to'  his  majefly  for 
maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  planta¬ 
tions,  and  for  provilion  for  the  forces  in  North 
America,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  and  the 
Ceded  Iflands  for  the  year  1774.  The  overplus 
of  grants  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1773,  being 
I  26,98  rl.  was  applied  to  the  prefcnt  fupply  f . 
The  fum  of  90,936!.  was  produced  by  certain 
duties,  favings,  and  monies  not  applied,  which 
,^vere  repaid  into  the  Exchequer.  The  w'ays  and 
means  w'ere  Hated  to  amount  to  6,546,108!.  and 
to  exceed  the  fupplies  by  386,447!. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  lellion,  the  houfe  of 
Commons  took  into  confideration  the  Hate  of  the 
gold  coin.  Some  regulations  refpecling  which 

had 

\ 

•*  Whi’.  h  was  269,1  lol-  lels  than  the  precchng  year  ;  a 
film  loiiicrhing  more  than  equivaienr  to  the  increafe  of  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills. 

‘h  I’he  excefs  had  been  compnied  at  559,1^9]. 
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Iiad  beeo  made  in  the  preceding  feffion,  and  by 
p,  royal  proclamation  which  had  been  iirued  for 
tliat  pnrpofe.  Evidence  was  given  at  the  bar  by 
ipme  of  the.  officers  of  the  Mint,  and  a  gentle¬ 
man  fiom  tlie  Bank,  which  went  to  prove  the 
vaft  ciuantities  of  gold  coin  which  had  been  di- 
minilhed,  and  many  reiblutions  were  agreed  to 
bv  tiie  i'ioure.  The  deficient  coin  was  called  in, 
without  any  lofs  being  fullained  by  the  holdcis, 
gnd  a  recoinage  took  place.  Tne  whole  ainount 
.of  the  gold  coin  brought  into  the  Mint,  in  con- 
iequence  of  the  various  regulations  made  in  th(^ 
years  1773  and  1774?  amounted  to  upwards  or 
twciily-tiiree  mhlions.  We  are  told  by  a  cele- 
biated  calculator/  that  in  February  177^^  four 
and  a  half  per  cent,  might  be  got  by  melting 
heavy  guineas;  gold  in  com  not  being^ permitted 
to  be  exported  to  sinj  large  amount,  whilft  bul- 
i-on  v.^es  unJei  no  prohibition.  What  encouraged 
this  kind  of  traffic  was,  that  the  balance  of  trade 
had  been  generally  againft  us  ever  fince  the  con- 
clufion  of  laft  v/ar,  arifing  from  the  increafe 
of  luxury  and  the  national  debt  ;  for  by  the  lat¬ 
ter,  large  furns  were  annually  fent  out  of  the 
kingdom  in  payment  of  intereif.  Xne  fame  wri^ 
ter  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  enough  had  been 
done  to  rellore  the  'gold  coin  by  the  firft  coin 
'ad,  and  that  all  vdiich  yyis  afterwards  done,  has 
been  nothing  but  a  preparation  of  the  coin  for 
rneiters  and  exporters. 

A  bill  had  paffed  the  houfe  of  Lords  witli  lit- 
■tie  notice,  and  but  v/eak  oppofition f :)r  the 
purpofe  of  ‘‘  making  more  effectual  provifion  for 

the  government  of  the  province  of  C^rebec,  in 

North 

( 

f  It  was  carried  forty  one  aga’mft  fifreca* 
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North  America/’  and  was  Brought,  to  the  conrjft 
mons  on  the  i8th  of  May.  On  the  fecond  read?? 
ing  It  was  very  ftrongly  oppofed. 

proclamation,  dated  ^tH  of 
.  countries,  territories,  and  illands, 

peded  by  tne  peace,  were  declared  to  be  formed 
mto  four  diftin/t  goverriments,  viz.  Quebec,  Eaft 
hloiida,  Weft  Florida,  and  Grenada,  by  virtue  of 
jetteis  patent,  under  t!ie  great  real  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  and  the  relpedtive  governors  were  veiled 
witn  exprefs  power  and  direction,  that  as  foon  as 
the  ftafe  and  condition  of  the  faid  Colonies  would 
admit  thereof,  they  ihould,  with  the  advice  and 
content  of  the  members  of  their  refpedtive  proT 
vincial  councils,  fummon  and  call  the  general 
afTemblies,  withni  the  faid  governments,  refpec- 
tiyely,  iri  fuch  manrier  and  form  as  is  ufed  and 
diredled  in  thofe  provinces  and  colonies  in  Ame¬ 
rica  which  are  under  the  immediate  government 
pf  the  crown.  And  the  governors  were  thereby 
farther  empow'ered,  by  the  confent  of  the  coun^ 
cii  and  reprefentatives  of  the  people  fo  furnmont 
ed,  to.  make,  conllitute,  arid  ordain  laws,  fta-r 
tiites,  and  ordinances,  for  the  public  peace,  wel'- 
£ire,  and  good  government  of  their  colony,  as 
fiear  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  Imys  of  England^^  un¬ 
der  luch  reltridions  and  regulations  as  are  uYed  iii 
other  Colonies.  And  until  iuch  a  form  of  govern- 
ment  ^an  be  eliablifhed,  all  perfohs  inhabiting  in, 
or  relbrring  to  thefe  Colonies,  were  aflured  ohlie 
royal  protection  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefit 
pf  the  Englifli  laws;  for  which  purpofe  courts  of 
judicature  were  direded  to  be  conftitufed  to  de¬ 
termine  all  caules,  as  well  criminal  as  ciyil^  ac¬ 
cording  tO' law  and  coyjity,  and,  as  near  as  may 
be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England,  with  a  right 

^of 
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of  appeal  to  the  king’s  privy  council,  under  thi? 
ufual  limitations  and  reftriftions. 

The  Quebec  biill  went  to  eilablifh  mofl;  im- 
'poitant  regulations.  Its  firft  obje<ft  was  to  affix 
new  boundaries  to  the  province :  in  doing  whichp 
it,  in  faft,  renounced  the  claims  which  had  beei^ 
made  by  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  the  Bri-* 
tifh  court  to  fettle  with  the  French  the  limits  of 
Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle^  for  it  made  the  province  of  Quebec,  or 
Canada,  to  extend  along  the  fouthern  coaft  of  the 
river  St.  Laurence,  from  Chaleur  Bay  almoft  to 
Crown  Point ;  to  maintain  the  contrary  of  which, 
was  the  principal  .bnfmefs  of  that  commiffion. 
The  bill,  in  farther  defcribing  the  new  limits  to 
the  province,  carried  them  over  the  whole  interior 
country  which  lay  behind  the  New  England  pro^ 
vinces,  together  with  thofe  of  New  York  and 
Pennfylvania,  to  the  borders  of  the  Ohio,  The 
limits  would  rnoft  probably  have  been  extended 
quite  to  the  back  of  Georgia,  if  the  charter  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  province  of  Virginia  had  not  conveyed 
the  right  to  all  the  lands  weltward,  quite  to  the 
river  of  MiffilTippi ;  fo  that  here  the  progrefs  was 
flopped,  and  it  was  ftruck  off  weft  ward,  tlirough 
no  lefs  than  ten  degrees  of  longitude,  to  the 
eaftern  banks  ot  the  Miffiflippi,  from  v/hence  it 
proceeded  northward,  until  it  touched  the  fouthern 
boundary  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  Hud  foil’s 
Bay  Company,  being  from  about  the  fortieth  to 
the  fiftieth  degree  of  latitude.  Thefe  regions,  ir| 
which  nature  delights  in  the  majeftic,  include  the 
five  great  lakes,  are  much  more  extenfive  than 
the  kingdom  of  France,  and  are  capable  of  fubr- 
fifting  a  larger  number  of  inhabitants.  The  other 
grand  object  in  the  bill  was,  to  new  model  the 

governmeqf 


government  of  a  province,  thus  extended  ^fo  th^ 
circumference  of  a  mighty  empire.  It^  granted 
the  free  exercife  of  the  religion  ot  the  church  of 
Rome,  fnbje.flt  to  the  king’s  fupremacy  ^  and 
granted  to  the  clergy  of  that  church,  the  power 
,of  holding,  receiving,  and  enjoying  their  accuf- 
tomed  dues  and  rights,  with  refpecil  to  fuch  per^- 
fons  only,  as  fhall  profefs  that  religion ;  a  right 
being  referved  in  liis  majefty  to  make  fuch  provi- 
fion  out  of  the  reft  of  the  accuftomed  dues  and 
rights,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  proteftant 
religion,  and  for  the  maintenance  and  lupport  of 
a  proteftant  clergy  within  the  province,  as  fhall 
appear  necelTary  and  expedient.  In  all  matte/s  of 
controverfy,  relative  to  property  anq  civil  nghts 
within  the  province  of  Quebec,  refort  to  be  had  to 
the  laws  of  Canada,  as  the  rule  for  the  decifion  of 
the  fame.  The  goveinor,  lieutenant-gove. 
or  commander  in  chief,  witli  the  cordent  oi.  the 
legiflative  council,  have  the  power  of  enaciiiig 
new  laws,  except  fuch  as  lay  any  tax  or  duty  and 
repealing  or  altering  old  ones,  but  all  iuch  acts 
muft  receive  the  royal  approbation  to  be  in  force. 
Real  and  perfortal  eftates  might  be  difpofed  of  by 
•  will,  if  executed  either  according  to  the  laws  of 
Canada  or  Enndaad.  The  criminal  law  of  Engr 
find  was,  by  this  bill,  continued  in  the  province, 
I'he  provincial  affembly  was  hereby  abolifaed,  by 
being  fulpended  in  the  following  terms,  and 
whereas  it  is  at  prefent  inexpedient  to  call  an  af- 
ferably,”  and  the  council  to  confift  of  no  more  than 
twenty-three,  or  lets  than  feventeen,  compofed  of 
perfons  refidentin  the  province,  and  appointed  by-. 
ihiC  king. 

Mr.  Dunning  called  it  the  moft  pernicious  bill 
jever  oiTered  to  parliament.  He  reprefented  th^ 
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form  of  government  thereby  given  to  the  inhabit  • 
tants  of  Canada,  as  effcntially  the  fame  in  iorm, 
and  more  liable  to  abufe,  than  the  one  they  had 
formerly  enjoyed  under  the  crown  ot  France ; 
and  that  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablilhment  granted  to 
them,  was,  intended  to  cheat  them  out  of  their 
civil  liberties  as  Britllh  fubjecFs.  It  was  intended, 
he  faid,  to"  operate  two  ways,  firft,  for  elfablilli^ 
ing  arbitrary  power  in  that  vaft  extent  of  country*, 
and  fecondly,  to  employ  that  power,  thus  modified 
and  rendered  obedient  to  the  will  of  the  poffelfors, 
in  affiftins  to  overthrow  tiie  libertierj  of  America, 
Mr.  Thurlow  (Attoiney-generab  dated'  to  the 
hoiife  the  different  governments  which  had  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Canada  from  the  frit  dttlina*  in  tiiat 
country  by  tiie  French;  ana  contended,  that  it 
was  dangerous,  cruel,  and  unprecedented,  to  efta- 
bliib  new  lav/s  in  a  conquered  country.  General 
Carleton,  Cover  nor  of  Canada,  was  examined. 
He  lliewed  the  inconfiderable  number  of  protef- 
tants  fettled  in  Canada,  ^compared  with  thofe  v/ho 
profeiTed  the  Roman  catholic  faith.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  in  general,  he  laid,  liked  the  old  Frencli 
laws  in  preference  to  the  Englifh  form  of  govern¬ 
ment;  and  he  was  of  opinion,  the  bill  then  de¬ 
pending  would  be  geneially  reJifhed.  In  the 
prog  refs  of  the  bufmefs  many  otlier  witneifes  were 
.examined;  viz.  'Mr.  Hay,  chief  juftice  of  that 
province;  Mr.  Mazeres,  curfitor-baron  of  the  Ex  ¬ 
chequer,  and  late  attorney-general  there,  and 
agent  to  the  Englifh  inhabitants  of  Canada ;  Dr. 
Marriott,  the  king’s  advocate-general  in  England ; 
Monf.  Lolbiniere,  a  French  gentleman  of  confi- 
derable  property  in  Canad;i.  It  was  propofed  that 
G  eneral  Murray,  who  was-  the  firft  Britifh  governor 
of  the  colony,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  fe- 

vera,! 


|:i 


[  *72  ] 

Wat  years,  fhould  be  fummoned  to  attend,  but 
It  was  over-ruled.  The  information  obtained  by 
thefe  witnelTes,  was,  principally,  as  to  the  prefe¬ 
rence  given  by  the  French  inhabitants  to  the 
French  or  Englilb  laws ;  and  it  feemed  pretty 
evident,  that  different  fentiments.prevailed  among 
different  ranks  and  conditions;  the  gentry  made 
choice  of  the  French  code,  the  middle  order  and 
peafantry  preferred  the  Englifb  laws. 

A  petition  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  from 
Thomas  and  William  Penn,  owners  of  a  great 
part  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  reprefenting 
the  great  injury  their  property  would  receive  by 
the  bill,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  counfel. 
Another  petition  was  prefented,  figned  by  feveral 
merchants  trading  to  Canada,  which  fet  forth, 
that  feveraFclaufes  in  the  bill  would  materially 
affeft  their  property.  Counfel  was  heard  at. the 
bar  in  behalf  of  both  petitions.  A  petition  was 
likewife  prefented  by  the  city  of  London  againft 
the  bill.  Serjeant  Glynn  infifted,  that  it  was 
breach  of  the  royal  promife  contained  in  the  pro¬ 
clamation  in  the  year  1765,  which  declared,  that 
all  perfons  who  would  go  over  to  Quebec,  (bould 
be  entitled  to  tlie  fame  laws  and  protection  as  they 
bad  had  in  England ;  whereas  the  bill  before  the 
Tioufe  went  to  eftablifh  French  lav/s,  and  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholic  religion,  fn  reply  to  the  attorney- 
general,  he  fhewed,  that  it  was  far  from  being 
unprecedented  to  introduce  a  new  code  of  lav/s  in¬ 
to  a  conquered  country,  Ireland  and  Wales  were 
proofs  thereof. 

In  fupport  of  the  bill  it  was  urged,  that  the 
kws  wliich  regarded  perfonal  property,  and  con- 
traAs  between  man  and  man,  .were  much  the 
'  fame  in  France  ae  in  England.  The  French  had 
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HO  notion  of  a  trial  by  jury,  and  dlfliked  it  as  aii 
innovation.  The  treaty  of  Paris,  it  was  faid, 
had  fecured.to  the  French  Canadians  the  free  ex-^ 
ercife  of  their  religion,  as  far  as  was  confiilent 
with  the  laws  of  England  ;  and  our  penal  laws 
>ilh  refpe£l  to  religion,  it  was  aflerted,  did  not 
extend  beyond  this  kingdom,  as  the  king’s  fupre- 
macy  did  *,  and  the  Roman  catholics  of  Canada 
;Were  obliged  by  the  adl  to  give  a  proof  of  their 
allegiance,  by  taking  an  oath  which  was  therein 
preicribed,  againft  all  fuch  papal  claims  as  inter,-* 
fered  therewith.  The  fecuring  the  Romifh  clergy 
Iheir  tythes,  by  the  ax^l,  was  no  more  than  pla¬ 
cing  them  in  the  condition  which  they  flood  in 
at  the  Gonquefl;  fubjeft  however  to  this  difad- 
-vantage,  that  .no  perfon  profelling  the  proteflant 
.religion  was  to  contribute  any  thing  to  their  fup-» 
.port.  The  extenfion  of  the  boundaries  of  ti>e 
province  beyond  the  limits  preferibed  in  the  pro- 
.clamation,  was  juflified  by  the  plea,  'that  feveral 
French  families  were  fettled  in  remote  parts  of 
jthe  country,  beyond  the  former  diftrids,  and  an 
entire  colony  was  eftabJiflied  among  the  Illinois 
Indians. 

The  oppofition  to  the  bill,  was  founded  on  tho 
monftrous  incongruity,  which  appeared  in  a  Bri- 
iiih  legiflature  eflablilhing  a  form  of  arbitrary 
government  in  any  part  of  the  ^empire.  Such  a 
-condud  was  unknown  in  the  hiflory  of  this 
country,  and  would  have  been  execrated  at  any 
other  .time  than  the  prefent.  The  fetting  afide 
the  affembly  of  the  province,  was  imputed  to 
the  utter  diflike  which  the  miniftry  bore  to  fuch 
popular  deputations,  as  well  as  to  all  the  rights 
of  the  people  at  large.  The  meafure  was  called 
iin  experiment  for  fetting  up  an  arbitrary  go- 
"  vernmcnl; 
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Vernment  in  one  colony,  which  may  be  iti6Y6^ 
patient  of  it  than  rell,  in  oraer  to  extend  by 
degrees  that  mode  of  niling  to  all  the  others. 
It  was  afked^  why  is  a  trial  by  jirry  abolifned  in 
fuits  at  law  ?  Can  the  people  be  thought  to  have 
an  objedion  to  truft  their  proverty  to  a  tribunal, 
to  which  they  have  trufted  their  lives  ?  They  in¬ 
filled,  that  the  grand  fecurity  of  liberty  is  the 
power  of  having  civil  adtions  tried  by  a  jury  5 
as  in  cafes  of  arbitrary  imprilbnments,  and  many 
other  violations  of  the  right  of  the  fubjedl,  the 
redrefs  has  been  always  fought  in  fuch  a  way. 
The  Englilb  refiding  in  Canada,  and  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Great-Britain,  who  trufted  their  pro¬ 
perty  on  a  prefumption  that  was  under  the  pro- 
teTion  of  the  Englifh  laws,  would  be  "greatly  ag¬ 
grieved  in  being  fiibjefted  to  French  cuftoms 
and  French  forms  of  trial.  The'  regulations 
hereby  made  with  refpeft  •  to  the  religion  of  the 
country,  was  much  objected  to.  Every  one 
feemed  willing  to  allow  the  moft  extenfive  tole- 
>  ration  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  but  many 
WBrmly  oppofed  the  eftablifhment  of  that  reli¬ 
gion  throughout  the  province,  and  giving  pro- 
teftantifm  no  more  than  a  toleration.  The  po- 
pifli  clergy  gain  a  legal  parliamentary  right  to 
a  maintenance,  the  proteftant  clergy  are  left  at 
the  king’s  difcretion.  Both  ought  at  leail  to  be 
put  on  an  equal  footing,  and  legal  fupport  pro¬ 
vided  for  both. 

This  bill  oGcafioned  greater  debates,  and  larger 
minorities  upon  each  divifion,  than  any  of  the 
bills  rel’pedting  America,  which  had  been  before 
tlie  houle  of  Commons  this  feffion.  Many 
amendments  were  made  to  it,  and  the  minority 
laboured  to  give  a  trial  by  jury  at  the  option  of 
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parties;  but  in  this  they  failed,  as  well  as  in 
obtaining  for  the  Canadians  the  privilege  of  t\\t 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  In  confeqiience' of  the 
amendments,  it  y/as  fent  back  to  the  L-ords  for 
their  concurrence  ;  which  furniflied  Lord  Chatham 
vvith  an  opportunity  of  entering  very  fully  into 
the  '  merits  of  the  bill.  The  amendments  were 
a'greed  to,  twenty-five  againft  feven.*  The  Lord 
'Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  city  of 
London  prefented  an  add  refs  to  his  majefly,  pray-- 
ing  that  he  would  not  give  his  royal  alfent  ro  the 
Quebec  bill';  immediately  on  receiving  of  which^ 

Ire  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  gave  his  royal 
aflent  to  fucli  bills  as  were  ready,  of  which  this 
bill  was  one,  and  then  put' an  end  to  the 
feffion.'l 

^  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  all  the  regulation's 
made  in  this  felTion  of  parliament,  refpedting  the 
government  of  the  American  Colonies,  were  }n 
exaft  conformity  to  Governor  Hutchinfon’s  idea  of 
colony  adminiftration,  as  exprelTed  in  an  ektrad: 
'fronri  one  of  his  letters,  which  we  have  given.^ 

By  extending'^the  limits  of  the  province  of  <^ebec; 

■to  all  lands  fituated  behind  the  northern  arid  mid¬ 
dle  Colonies,  which  were  not  exprefsly  included  in 
any  charter,  if  any  fettlements'were  already  made  ' 
by  any  of  the  colonifts  on  parts  ‘'out  of  their  limits, 
whi(bh  was"  very  probable,  fuch  -  fettlers  would  be 
"immediately  deprived  of  their  dehiocra tic  form  of 
government.  ^  It  alfo  circumfcribed  to  old  Colonies 
within  certain  limits,  vvhich  if,  in  future  times, 
fliould  be  found  too  narrow  for  their  increafed 
-population,  thofe  who  fought  new  pofleffions  would 
be  obliged  to  relinquifh  their  chartered  form  of  go- 
‘Ternment. 

'  *  ' '  Another 
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Another  a£l  which  afFe6ted;the  province  of  Que* 
.oec  received  the  royal  aflent  at  the  fame  time ; 
.the  purport  of  which,  was  to  eftablilh  a  fund  to¬ 
wards  further  defraying  ,the  charges  of  the  admi- 
Biftration  of  juftice,  and  fupport  of  the  civil  go¬ 
vernment  within  that  province.  The  French  had 
laid  duties  on  rum,  brandy,  and  other  liquors  im¬ 
ported  into  the  province  of..Qiiebec}  and  upon 
all  dry  goods  into,  and  exported  from  that  pro¬ 
vince  ;  all  .of  which,  by  this  adt,  were  taken 
.oft,  and  in  their  Head  was  laid  a  duty, of  three¬ 
pence  per  gallon  on  brandy  and  other  fpirits, 
)the  rqanufadture  of  Great-Britain.  On  Weft-In- 
,dia  .rum  or  other  fpirits,  .fix-penge  per  igallon 
.American,  nine.-ipencc  j  rum  or  fpirits  of  foreign 
manufacture  one  ftiilling.  Molafles  and  .fyrups 
were  to  pay  ftmilar  .duties,  according  to  the  ports 
•from  .whence  they  were  .brought.  The  farne  act 
obliged  every  perfon  keeping  a  houfe  of  public 
entertainment,  or  retailing  wine  or  other  liquors, 
-to  take,  oqt  a  licence,  .for  which  he  was  to  pay 
thirty-fix  fhillings.  The^revenue  arifingifrom  the 
duties  on  merchandize,  was  appropria.ted  to  de- 
•fraying  the  expences  of  the  adminiftratiorl  ,ofjuf- 
itice,  and , the  fupport  of  the  cml  -goveiinment  in 
-the  province ;  the  money  arifing  (froni  dicences 
tfeas  granted  .to  his  majefty.  This  aft  therefore, 
lerved  to' eftablilh, in- the  province,  both  commer¬ 
cial  and  internal  taxation.;  as  well  as  the  .right  of 
•parliament  to  dilpofe of  the, money  raifed  by  taxes 
,there,  either  no  the  fupport. of  the  province,  of 
;for  any  other  purpofe  they  ftiould  think  proper  to 
,appiy  it  to.  This  aft  was  effential  ito.the  perfeft- 
•ing  of  that  fyftem  o.figovernment-  which  was  fra¬ 
med  for  Quebec.  Notwitiiftanding  which,  it  .was 
.httle  noticed,  either  in  its  progrefs  through  the 
.r.v0  b.Qufes.,  or  by  the  pe-opls  at  large-. 

On. 
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On  the  loth  of  May,  1774,  died  Louis  XV. 
king  of  France,  in  the  fixty-tifth  year  of  his  age, 
and  fifty-ninlh  of  his  reign,  who  was  fucceeded 
by  his  grandfon  Louis  XVI.  then  almoU:  twenty 
years  of  age  •,  the  young  king  had  been*  four  years 
married  to  a  princefs  of  the  lioufe  of  Aufti  ia.  On 
his  accelliori,  he  found  his  kingdom  recovering 
from  that  Hate  of  confufion  into  which  it  liad  been 
plunged  by  the  improvidence  of  his  predeceffor  ; 
but  who,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  reign,  had  appli¬ 


ed  every  method  to  rectify  the  diforders  of  the 


If  ate.  Lord  North  took  occafion  to  fpeak  of  this 
event  in  the  houfe  of  Commons:  he  faid,  a  great 
and  good  prince  was  dead,  who  was  a  man  of  an 
amiable  and  peaceable  mind ;  but  his  fucceiXor, 
was  not  only  wife  and  oeconomical,  but  a  pa¬ 
cific  prince,  who  would  not  enter  into  any  unne- 
celfary  war  to  try  projeAs.”  The  new  reign  pro¬ 
duced  a  new  minifter  of  finance,  M.  Turgot. 
Tlie  edidfs  ifXued  during  his  adrninilf ration,  were 
phrenomena  in  the  political  world :  an  abfolute 
king,  rendering  account  to  his  fubjedfs,  and  incit¬ 
ing  his  people  to  think  ;  a  right,  which  it  has  been 
the  bufmefs  of  all  abfolute  kings,  and  their  minif- 
ters,  to  extinguifh  in  the  minds  of  men  ;  but  the 
regulations  which  he  aimed  at  introducing,  exci¬ 
ted  fo  ftrong  an  oppofition,  that  he  was  foon  obli¬ 
ged  to  quit  his  poft,  which  was  given  to  a  man- 
who  afterw^ards  accomplifhed  what  the  other  had 
attempted  in  vain,  by  introducing  a  very  general 
reformation  in  the  government  and  affairs  of 
France,  fo  fay  as  the  public  revenue  was  con¬ 
cerned. 
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Meanwhile  the  confequences  which  were  expeft^ 
ed  to  follow  from  the  exemplary  punifhments  in¬ 
filled  on  the  Colony  of  Maffachufett’s-bay,  were 
not  realized.  The  fpirit  of  rivalfliip  which  ufed  to 
prevail  in  the  American  fea-port  towns,  now  no  lon¬ 
ger  fubhfled.  No  merchant  difcovered  the  flightefl 
difpofition  to  advantage  himfelf  by  the  fhuttingup 
of  the  port  of  Bofton ;  and  the  Colonies  in  general, 
inltead  of  deprecating  that  vengeance  of  the  rno- 
ther-country  from  themfelves,  which  they  faw  fal¬ 
len  on  one  province,  confidered  it  as  a  common 
caufe,  and  were  forward  to  exprefs  their  adherence 
to  the  principles  which  had  incurred  fuch  heavy 
punhhment.  An  agreement  was  drawn  up  at 
Botton,  which  was  called  a  folemn  league  and  co¬ 
venant,  the  fubfcribers  to  which,  bound  themr 
felves  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  fufpend  all 
commercial  intercourfe  with  Great-Britain,  until 
the  Bofton-port  bill,  and  the  other  obnoxious  adfs 
of  parliament  were  repealed,  and  the  colony  of 
Maifachufett’s-bay  fully  reftored  to  the  rights 
which  it  derived  from  its  charter.  The  people 
not  only  in  the  New-England  government,  but  in 
the  other  provinces,  entered  into  this:  new  league 
with  the  utmoft  eagernefs.  A  general  congrels 
was  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  beginning  of  Septem¬ 
ber  i'774,  deputies  to  which  were  chofen  by  the 
houfes  of  reprefentatives  of  each  province  ;  the 
fmaller  Colonies  fent  two,  and  the  larger  ones  fe-  - 
yen,  the  whole  number  of  delegates  amounting  to 
fifty-one.  The  province  of  Georgia  alone,  did 
not  accede  to  the  confederacy.  In  this  general 
aflembly,  each  Colony  had  no  more  than  a  fingle 
vote,  whether  its  deputation  was  more  or  lefs  nu- 
fnerous, 

a  ,  ^  \ 
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On  the  30th  of  September  1774,  the  parliament 
was  fuddenly  diffolved  by  a  royal  proclamation, 
after  having  fat  fix  years,  and  the  writs  for  eleding 
a  new  houfe  of  Commons,  were  returnable  on  tho 
29th  of  November  following.  As  this  was  a  very 
unexpedcd  meafure,  becaufe  an  unufual  exertiori 
of  the  regal  prerogative,  nofimilar  inftance  having 


happened  for  almoft  thirty-one  years,  it  gave 


miniftry  great  advantages  in  the  eledlion  of  mem¬ 
bers.  Indeed  the  exigencies  of  the  crown  and  the 
llateof  public  affairs  were  fuch,  that  adminiftrati- 
on  could  not  allow  that  the  next  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  fhould  be  employed  in  framing  fuch  popular 
ads,  as  conftantly  take  place  in  the  laft  feifion  of 
parliament;  The  miniftry  had  very  important, 
and  not  very  agreeable  objeds  before  them  ;  the 
one  was,  to  pay  off  the  debts  incurred  upon  the 
civil  lift  eftabliftiment,  and  to  obtain  an  increafe 
in  the  annual  revenue ;  the  otl;!er,  to  bring  the 
Americans  to  unconditional  obedience,  and  only 
a  houfe  of  Commons  which  was  juft  entered  on 
its  fundions  could  v'ehture  to  concur  in  fuch  de- 
figns. 

Although  the  parliament,  which  was  now  dif¬ 
folved,  had,  in  fome  particular  inftances,  gone 
counter  to  the  minifter,  and  left  him  in  a  minori¬ 
ty*,  a  condud,  which  had  ever  been  confidered  in 
former  adminiftrations  as  portending  his  removal, 

^  yet  no  one  of  thefe  inftarices  was  fucceeded  by  any 
diminution  of  the  miniftcr’s  influence,  in  any  of 
the  grand  objeds  purfued  by  government  ;  on 
the  contrary,  his  lordfliip  feemed,  fike  Antaeus, 
to  gain  ftrength  by  every  fall.  In  no  pariiament 
fince  the  revolution,  did  the  crown  obtain  lb 
great  an  increafe  of  influence  as  in  this  we  are 
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l}:)eaking  of*  A  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Richard 
ii.  was  called  the  wonder  working  parliament/^ 
becanieit  punillied  the  judges  and  minifters  with 
1  "verity^  and  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  king 
and  nis  people.  Other  parliaments  have  likewife 
been  dlftinguifhed  by  titles,  expreflive  of  the  ge- 
neial  tendency  of  their  condud: ;  on  which  account 
that  houie  of  Commons  which  increafed  the  nati¬ 
onal  debt  upwards  of  fixty  millions  during  thelaft 
V/ai,  has  been  called  by  Ibme  the  prodigal  par- 
li:iment.”  On  the  fame  principle,  the  thirteenth 
pai-hamcnt  of  Great-Britain  may  with  propriety  be 
entitled,  the  regal  parliament.”  At  the  clofe  of 
it.  Lord  North  appeared  to  be  firmly  eliablifhed 
in  his  high  office  :  indeed,  his  abilities  were  admi¬ 
rably  adapted  to  the  conducting  of  affairs  in  the 
houie  of  Commons,  by  his  fteady  attention  and 
application  to  bufinefs,  his  coolnefs  in  debate,  and 
talents  as  a  fpeaker :  for  having  now  fat  in  three 
])arliaments,  he  liad  correCled  very  Itrong  natural 
impediments  which  lay  in  the  way  of  his  becoming 
an  orator,  and  had  acquired  a  very  agreeable  and 
perfuaiive  elocution,  which  he  employed  with 
great  addrefs  in  foiling  tlie  attacks  made  upon  him  ' 
from  various  parts  of  the  hor'e.  On  all  occafions 
he  maintained  his  dignity,  witnout  appearing  to  aO 
fume  or  dictate. 

Thefe  qualities  led  a  learned  law  officer  of  the 
crown  to  remark  in  the  houfe,  that  although  ma¬ 
ny  members  might  be  ready  to  name  fome  one 
whom  they  confidered  as  better  qualified  to  aCt  as 
prime  minifter,  according  as  their  party  attach¬ 
ments  or  private  friendlhips  influenced  their  judg- 
inents,  yet  ail  thofe  gentlemen,  he  believed, 
would  agree  in  acknowledging,  that  next  to  the 
man  of  their  choice,  no  one  wajs  fo  eligible  as  the 

lord 
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lord  who  then  held  that  poll: ;  from  whence 
he  inferred,  that  he  was  actually  the  bell  qua¬ 
lified  ;  for  if  when  partiality  and  prejudice  are 
gratified,  all  parties  agree  in  their  fecond  no- 
inination,  impartial  reafon  will  declare  flich  an 
one  pre-minently  meritorious.* 


*  The  thought  was  taken  from  Roufleau,  who  argued, 
in  this  manner  for  the  luperiority  of  Italian  nauuc  over 
that  of  any  other  country.  The  juftnefs  of  the  aDQVC 
application  mult  be  left  to  others  to  decide  upon* 
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c"!  f  of  the  finkmi?-- 

admWflS  " 

Remainder  of  the  quarter  7  ^ 

ending  January  5, 17^0  f  259.375 

Qiiarter  ending  April  5  _  773,240 


Charged  thereon  for  the  7 

lervice  of  the  year  1770  (  ^>7oc>,ooo 
Produce  to  the  5th  of  Ap-  7 
rili77i  --  -  \  651,977 


,072,61^ 


,000 


Charged  thereon  for  the  7 
forvice  of  the  year  1771  f  ^’650,' 
Balance  to  January  5,  1772  151,608 

reduce  of  the  quarter  7 
ending  April  5,  1773  J  805,358 

Charged  thereon  for  the  7  . 

forvice  of  the  year  1 772  (  ^.856)723 
Balance  April  5,  177.3  —  350,155 


2,391.977 


2,647,006 


Charged  thereon  for  the  7 

lervice  of  the  year  1773  j  2,545,806 
Balance  to  January  5, 1774  1 13,150 

Produce  ot  the  quarter  7 
ending  April  5,  1774  i 


2,206,516 


3.082,225 


1 1,400,813 
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In  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  the  national  funded 
debt  was  reduced  as  follows  : 

£ 

A  million  and  a  half  of  annuities,  at  1 

three  and  a  half  per  cent,  was  paid  >  1,500,000 
off  at  par  in  the  year  1770  j 

A  million  and  a  half  of  three  per  1 

cents,  was  paid  off  at  90  in  the  >  i  >350,000 
<  year  j  772  _  —  .  3 

A  million  of  three  per  cents,  was  paid  7 
off  at  88  in  the  year  1774  3 


880,000 


3,730,000 

So  that  the  finking  fund  contributed" 
toward  the  public  fervice,  during  ^ 
five  years,  including  the  interell  i  ^ 
of  five  millions  borrowed  in  1758,  ^ 
for  which  no  other  provifion  was 
made  — .  _ 


11,400,815 


"End  of  the  First  Part- 
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From  the  commencement  of  hojlilities  in  Ame- 
,  rica,  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in  iVb- 
'vemberi  ‘  . 

•c  H  A  P.  1. 

I  ^ 

4 

,  ,  4 

Evils  foretold  on  the  firjl  fettling  of  Colonies  in  America— 

' .  General'  Gage  appointed  to  the  chief  command— D  if  con¬ 
tent's  iii  America — General  Congrefs  frft  held — Proceed^ 
^hat  body- — Meeting  of  'Parhament—lnadiwiiy  of 
Government  towards  America- — Various  opinions  oanevg 
the,^  people— Re du^ ion  in  the  army  and  nenjy — Petition^ 
ana  addrif)es—Lord  ChathamG  motion  in  the  Hmfe  of 
Lords— His  plan  of  ccncilidtwn — ■ — Bill  to  refrain  the 
American  fijheries"- — — Bir.  Burke'' s  fyfem  of  American 
governmerd— U nr  e framed  Itkerly  of  the  prefs—CondnP 
the  Part  of  FflngJiam—FinLinces  for  the  year  1775“-” 

O  Sentiments 
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Sentiments  of  European  fates  refpeSling  the  contefl  be-‘  f 
tti'een  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  I 

f- 

WHEN  the  defign  of  fettling  Colonies  in  North  j 
America,  firft  became  a  national  obyedt  in  the  | 
reign  of  James  the  Firft,  the  fpeculative  politicians  j 
of  that  age  railed  many  objedions  to  the  meafiire,  | 
and  fore-told,  that  after  draining  their  mother  coun-  | 
try  of  inhabitants,  thofe  Colonies  would  fbon  fhake  i 
off  her  yoke,  and  eredt  an  independent  government  | 
in  America  *  More  than  a  century  and  a  half  had,  f 
however,  elapfed,  and  neither  of  thefe  predifted  evib  I 
had  been  realized.  Experience  had  fhewn,  that  the  | 
depopulation  of  Great  Britain  by  emigrations  to  Ame-  | 
rica  was  not  to  be  feared ;  and  the  apprehenfion  of  I 
the  'Colonies  becoming  independent  ftates,  leems  at  | 
no  time  to  have  been  entertained  by  government  |l 
before  the  conclufion  of  the  peace:  with  France  and  || 
Spain  in  1763.  Notwithftanding  which  fecurity^.  it  L 
was  evident,  from  the  nature  of  things,  that  thefe  I! 
certainly  would  come  a  time  when  the  Northern  con-  |l 
tinent  of  the  new  world,  being  overfpread  with  a  |1 
race  of  men  acftive,  enterpriftng,  and  enthufiaftical- 
]y  attached  to  freedom,  would  begin  to  confider  rc-  I? 
ftraints  as  opprefficns.  'The  Colonifts,  influenced  by  fc 
that  univerial  principle  of  felf-love  which  actuates  p 
communities,  as  well  as  individuals,  would,  in  pro-  m 
cefs  of  time,  recoil  at  the  idea  of  that  fupremacy  and  |  ' 
inherent  right  of  controul,  whiclt  the  parent  ftaU  l! 
claimed  to  itfelf  in  perpetuity.  w 

The  eftabliftiment  of  parliamentary  taxation  in  1 
America,  appeared  to  them  to  be  nothing  fhort  of  1 
holding  their  property  by  the  courtefy  of  a  Britiih  fe-  m 
nate.  As  their  ftrength  and  confoquence  fhould  1 
hereafter  advance,  fuch  views  of  things  would  of  I 

courfc  1 
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CGurfe  prefs  upon 'them  with  gre?te'r  weight.  Thug 
whenever  their  population  lliould  have  trebled  its 
prefent  amount,  that  acceflion  would  lead  them  to 
difregard  thofe  prohibitions  whidh  deprived  them  of 
the  liberty  to  work  up  the  materials  which  their  earth 
yielded  for  the  purpofesof  civil  life;  when  rifen  fo 
high  in  the  fcale  of  political  confequence,  they  would 
certainly  have  thought  it  opprellion  in  being  prohi¬ 
bited  from  manufacturing  their  own  iron.  The  pre¬ 
fent  race'Of  Americans  did^  not  openly  complain  of 
the  commercial  reftriCtions  which  are  laid  upon  them, 
but  their  immediate  defeendents  yet  unborn,  if  it 
had  happened,  that  an  uninterrupted  courfeof  prof- 
p'erity,  had  nurtured  them  into  a 'contempt  of  fecon- 
dary  irnportance,  Would  have'  thought  fuch  burdens 
too  grievous  to  be  borne  :  at  leaft  the  hiftory  of  man¬ 
kind  will  warrant  fuch  a  fuppofition ;  for  fubordina- 
tion  can' be  expeCled  only  from  the  weak  to  the 
ftrong.  When  fuch  a  revolt  fhould  caufe  them  to  be 
upbraided  with  ingratitude  to  their  parent  ftate,  they' 
might  have  replied,  ‘‘  we  have  enriched  you  by  our 
commerce  whilft  we  were  your  dependents,  we  will 
ftill ’continue  to  do  fo  on  the  footing  of  friends  and 
equals,  but'our  Hate  of  minority  is  now  paft.*' 

An  independent  condition  is  always  accompanied 
by  ah  independent  fpirit.  Even  a  colony  of  French¬ 
men,  in  whofe  breafts  allegiance  to  their  King  is  the 
moft  active  public  principle,  when  they  grew  fuffici- 
ently  numerous  and  powerful  to  fupport  themfelves, 
would  have  looked  to  independence  as  their  right. 

The  nature  of  the  government  eftablifhed  in  Bri- 
tifli  America,  and  theconduCt  of  our  Kings  towards 
the  Colonies,  has  uniformly  been  fuch  as  to  encourage, 
inltead  of  checking  an  independent  fpirit.  The  ge¬ 
neral' law.of  defeent  in  the  New  England  provinces, 

O  a  is 
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is  aa-  extenfion  of  that  which  is  known  among  ns  by 
the  title  of  gavel-kind,  for  the  children  eq  ?"lly 
fliare  the  patrimony,  which  effrftually  bars  the  ac- 
quifitioii,  or  at  leaft  the  perpetuity  of  large  fortunes, 
and  greatly  promotes  a  republican  fpirit. 

it  has  been  aflerted,  that  when  a  plan  of  taxati¬ 
on  for  America  was  propofed  toSir  Robert  Walpole^ 
herejedled  it,  faying,  let  fuch  meafures  be  adopt¬ 
ed  by  my  fuccelfors,  [  never  will  undertake  fo  intri-^ 
cate  a  bufmefs.”  It  is  how^ever  ceitain,  that  his  ad- 
minillration  was  the  precife  time,  for  introducing 
fuch  a  foriTi  of  government,  as  Ihould  correft  what¬ 
ever  had  been  found  to  be  wrong,  or  too  indulgent, 
in  the  charters,  and  for  familiarizing  the  people  to 
the  of  internal  taxation,  rather  than  to  the 
burdens  of  it,  which  might  have  gradually  increafed 
in  proportion  to  their  ability  of  bearing  them.  The 
more  opulent  and  confiderable  Americans  (liould 
have  been  ennobled,  and  compofed  a  legillative  body 
in  each  province,  to  check  the  democratic  tendency 
of  the  popular  affemblies. 

In  fhort,  it  required  the  moft  penetrating  eye,  the 
meft  determined  hand,  and  the  moft  enlightened 
head,  to  eftabiilh  fuel]  a  fyftem  of  government 
among  the  rifing  Colonies,  as  would  fecure  their  at¬ 
tachment  and  obedience  throughout  a  feries  of 
ages;  and  the  proper  time  for  adopting' thefe  eP 
tablilhments  was,  when  tficy  were  beginning  to 
reckon  their  population  by  millions.  To  introduce 
an  liierarcliy  might  be  what  the  friends  of  perpetual 
fubordination  would  rather  have  wifiied  than  fup- 
pofed  praciicabie.  Fifty  years  ago  addrefs  and  ma¬ 
nagement  might  have  proved  fuccefsful  in  warping 
the  natural  difpofitlon  of  the  people  in  civil  eftablifh- 
ments,  but  in  religious  matters  the  Americans  v/ere 
ever  inflexible. 

The 
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The  views  of  the  legiflature  towards  America,  be  ■ 
fore  the  commencement  af  the  prefent  reign,  were 
entirely  occupied  about  raifing  the  Colonies  from  a 
.  ftat'e  of  imbecility  to  a  vigorous  maturity,  which  was 
,;no  fooner  eflefted  than  popular  difcontents  and  un- 
ftttled  governhient  at  home  greatly  Icflened  that  re- 
fpedand  awe  in  which  Great  Britain  bad  been  held. 
;W e  are  now  to  relate  the  events  which  happened 'im  > 
mediately  after  palling  thofe  reftricftive  adts  of,  parlia¬ 
ment  which  flmt  up  the  port  of  Bolton,  and  gave  a 
new  form  of  government  to  the  Colony  of  Maffa- 
chufett’gBay;  a  time  when  mutual  diftruft  was  rank¬ 
ling  into  bitter  enmity. 

That  the  coercive  meafures  taken  by  government 
might  produce  their  defired  effedl  upon  the  people. 
General  Gage  was  appointed  Commander  in  -Chief 
of  the  forces  in  North  America,  and  Governor 
of  Mafiachufefs  Bay.  This  gentleman  had 
refided  many  years  on  the  Arnerican  continent, 
had  filled  many  refpedlable  pofts,  and  had  rendered 
himfelf  popular  by  his  general  conduct.  On  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  Bofton,  in  May,  1774,  Mr.  Hutchinfon, 
the  late  Governor,  embarked  for  England. 

.  Such  was  the  prevailing  temper  of  the  people,  as 
to  render  them  httle  inclined  to  welcome,  with  fin- 
cere  gratulations,  any  Governor  who  might  be  pla¬ 
ced  over  them,  however  they  might  venerate  the 
perfonal  qualities  of  the  man.  Nothing  like  dlfmay 
or  remorfe  liad  been  excited  on  the  arrival  of  the  adt, 
of  parliament,  by  which  the  port  of  Bofton  was  to  be 
ftiut  up.  *1  hat  Vv/hich  was  meant  as  a  puniiliment  for 
fedition  and  violence,  feryed  only  to  roufe  a  more 
general  fpirit  of  refentment  and  oppofition.  The 
people  felt  the  weight  of  the  chafiifement  rather  as 
citizens  than  as  traders,  and  were  more  incenfed  at 
.what  they  thought  an  arbitrary  deprivation  of  their 
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natural  rights,  than  deprefled  by  tlie  profpedk  of 
ruin  v/hich  it  laid  before  them.  Copies  of  the  adt 
of  parliament  were  printed,  and  difperfed  with 
great  expedition  over  the  whole  continent  of  North 
America,  fouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  caufe 
of  Bollon  was  reprefented  as  the  caufe  of  all.  The; 
alarm  became  general.  At  many  places  the  a£f 
was  burnt  with  great  folemnity.  The  day  on  which 
it  became  in  force  was  devoted  ^to  fafting,  prayer 
and  humiliation,  throughout  the  whole  continent. 
With  very  few  exceptions.  This  devotional  fervour 
was  accompanied  with  a  very  fpirited  conduct,  which- 
the  Governors  of  the  refpedlive  dittridls  in  vain  at* 
tempted  to  oppofe. 

The  new  Governor  of  Maflachufett’s  Bay  was 
probably  little  prepared  to  meet  fo  general  and  de¬ 
termined  a  confederacy.  As  he  had  heretofore  had 
many  opporturiities  of  acquainting  himfelf  with  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  Aniericans,  it  would 
be  a  libel  on  the  Britifh  cabinet  to  fuppofe  that  he  had 
not  beenconfulted  on  the  effedl  which  was  likely  to 
be  produced  from  this  decifive  proceeding  of  Great 
Britain,  in  which  cafe,  the  opinion  which  he  held 
cannot  be  doubted,  for  by  accepting  the  govern¬ 
ment,  he  fhewed  that  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the 
expedation  of  reftoring  tranquillity ;  but  human  ex- 
peclancy  is  the  vaineft  of  all  vain  things ! 

The  firft  time  the  Governor  met  the  Provincial 
Affembly,  was  merely  to  open  his  commiflion,  to 
fignify  in  form  to  that  body  the  reftriclive  add  of  par- 
liament  refpedting  the  port  of  Bollon,  and  to  appoirit 
the  next  meeting  to  be  held  at  Salem  on  the  fecond 
of  June  following,  for  the  difpatchof  bufinefs.  The 
AlTembly,  when  convened  there,  adhered  clofely  to 
ihe  example  of  the  Englifh  parliament  in  the  reign 


*  June  1,  1774- 


[  191  ] 


of  Charles  the  Fifft  ;  they  made  the  confideration  of 
grievances  precede  all  other  bufinefs.  A  refolution 
was  paffed  in  the  houfeof  reprefentatives,  that  a  ge¬ 
neral  meeting  of  commitees  for  the  feveral  Colonies 
was  expedient,  and  at  the  fame  timetliey  named  five 
gentlemen  to  re  prefen t  that  province,  and  voted  jhve 
hundred  pounds  for  their  ufe.  The  Governor  refufed 
to  confirm  this  refolution,  fo  that  it  became  invalid, 
whereupon  the  affembly  recommended  to  the  feveral 
towns  and  diftrifts,  to  raife  the  money  by  equitable 
proportions.  The  houfe  then  came  to  many  refolu- 
dons  with  great  fecrecy,  unanimity  and  difpatch ; 
recommending  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  en¬ 
tirely  to  renounce  the  confumption  of  India  teas,  and, 
as  fat  as  poffible,  to  difeontinue  the  ufe  of  all  goods 
imported  from  the  Eaft-Indies  and  from  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  until  the  public  grievances  of  America  fliould 
be  radically  and  totally  redreffed ;  in  order  to  which 
it  was  recommended,  that  they  fliould  give  every 
poffible  encouragement  to  the  manufadures  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

The  Governor  having  obtained  intelligence  of 
thefe  proceedings,  fent  his  fecretary  to  make  decla¬ 
ration  of  his  dilfolving  the  affembly.  He  found  the 
door  locked,  and  having  fent  to  acquairit  the  fpeaker 
that  he  had  a  melfagefrom  the  Governor  to  deliver 
to  the  houfe,  he  received  for  anfwer,  that  the 
doors  muft  be  kept  faft.*’  The  fecretary  being  thus 
debarred  admittance,  caufed  proclamation  to  be 
made  on  the  flairs  of  the  diffolution  of  the  general  af- 
fembly^,  which  put  a  final  end  to  the  exiftence  of 
that  body  in  the  province  of  MalTachufet’s  Bay,  as 
founded  on  the  charter  granted  by  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary.  Still,  however,  fome  feeble  efforts 
wxre  made  by  a  fmall  number  at  Bofton,  to  depre¬ 
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cate  the  vengeance  of  the  mother-country ;  and  a 
funi  of  money  was  raifed  for  the  purpoie  of  indem: 
nifying  the  Eaft-Ihdia  Company  for  the  tea  which 
had  been  deftroyed  ;  but  notwithttanding  the  Gover¬ 
nor  exerted  all  his  influence  in  cherifhing  and  encreaf- 
ing  this  propenfity  to  obedience,  it  was  borne  down 
bv  the  tide  of  popular  fury,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
ad  of  parliament,  which  deprived  the  Colony  of 
Maflichufet’s  Bay  of  its  charter,  and  introduced  a 
new  form  of  government  tliere,  which  ferved  to  ali- 
.enate  the  minds  of  the  frnaii  remnant  who  had  till 
then  retained  their  principles  ofloyalty  uncorrupfed. 

The  people  of  Maffachufet’s  (zealoufly  attached 
not  only  to  the  principles  but  even  to  the  forms  whicii 
prevailed  in  the  laft  century,  during  the  grand  con¬ 
flict  between  the  King  and  the  puritans;  fubferibed  a 
confederacy  which  they  called  a  folemn  league  and 
covenant,  whereby  they  bound  themfelves  to  main-* 
tain  no  kind  of  intercourfe  whatever  vvith  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  from  the  thirty-firll  of  Auguft  following,  until 
the  Bolton  Port  Bill  and  the  fubfequent  American 
ads  fhould  be  repealed.  The  parties  to  this  agree- 
mem  engaged 'themfelves  farther  not  toconfuaie,  or 
purchafe  any  kind  of  goods  which  might  arrive  after 
that  time;  and  whoever  fliould  import  or  vend  any 
goods,  the  manufadure  of  Great  Britain, '  were 
deemed  enemies  of  their  country,  and  cut  off  from 
all  foclal  intercourfe.  In  civil  contentions,  neiitrali- 
tv  is  held  to  be  criminal:  fuch,  therefore,  as  would 
not  fubferibe  to  this  teft,  had  their  names  made  pub¬ 
lic  as  enemies  to  iheir  country,  and  abettors  of  the 
attempts  to  enflave  it.  A  philofophic  moderation,  as 
it  is  non-efficient  upon  the  impetuous  multitude,  mulf 
bedifclairned  when  the  interefts  and  paflions  of  men 
caufe  civil  diftradions  :  hence  the  advocates  for  liber¬ 
ty  are  frequently  hurried  into  ads  of  tyranny.  It 
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may  t)e  affirmed,  that  England  had  never  lefs  free¬ 
dom  than  under  the  government  of  the  long  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  afterwards  under  Oliver  Cromwell. 

The  violence  of  the  people  at  Bofton  was  however 
fomewhat  overawed  by  the  arrival  of  large  bodies  oi 
troops  at  different  times  *,  and  the  juflices  of  Ply- 
mouth  county  hgned  a  congratulatory  addrefs  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Gage,  in  which  the  eftablillimentof  cornmittees 
of  correfpondence,  and  the  compact  entered  into  by 
the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  were  reprobated. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Worcefter  alfo 
figned  a  proteft  againft  all  riotous  ar)d  fedhious  prac¬ 
tices.  The  province  of  New-York,' though  not  in¬ 
clined  to  yield  obedience  to  the  regulations  gf  the 
Rritifh  parliament,  was  yet  aveffeto  become  a  party 
in  that  open  oppofition  to  it,  which  their  northern 
neighbours  had  Ihev/n,  and  preferred  the  milder  ex¬ 
pedient  of  ftating  their  grievances  to  parliament  in 
an  humble  addrefs,  which  the  majority  of  their  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  agreed  to.  No  fuch  means  of  re¬ 
conciliation  were  fought  by  the  province  of  Mary¬ 
land,  the  people  there  vying  with  thofe  of  Bofton  in 
their  unqualified' refentment.  The  extenfive  pro¬ 
vince  of  Virginia  was  on  very  bad  terms  with  Lorft 
Punmore,  its  Governor.  That  province  firft  ap- 
poirited'a  committee  of  correfpondence,  in  order  to 
propofe  to  the  other  Colonies,  that  deputies  from  each 
fhould  be  appointed  to  meet  annually,  in  genera) 
Congrels,  there  to  deliberate  upon  fuch  meafures  as 
became  neceffary  for  the  common  intereft  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

-  « 

Even  the  capital  of  Pennfylvania,  a  city  whofe 

very  name  denotes  brotherly  love  and  good-will,  and 
which  its  benevolent  founder  ardently  wilhed  fhould 
ever  prevail  among  the  inhabitants,  fo  far  from  de- 
^’lining  to  become, a  party  in  the  contention  with 

Great 
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Great  Britain,  readily  received  delegates  from  each 
ot  the  Colonies,  the  two  Carolinas  included,  and 
,  which  conipofed  a  general  Congrefs,  which  firft  fat 
on  the  5th  of  September,  1774.  The  colony  of 
Jjeorgia  alone  wa;;  unreprefented  in  this  affembly. 

eie  deputies  were  chofen  by  the  houfes  of  repre- 
tentatives,  from  each  of  the  twelve  old  Colonies,  viz 
New  Hampfhire,  Maffachufet’s  Bay,  Rhode  Bland 

ont^6ticut,  Nev/  York,  Jerfey,  Maryland,  Virgi¬ 
nia,  renniylvania,  the  counties  on  the  Delaware 
*  orth  and  South  Carolina  ;  the  fmaller  ofwhich  fent 
two  deputies,  and  the  larger  ones,  fevcn.  The 
whole  number  of  delegates  amounted  to  fifty-one. 
In  this  general  alfembly  of  the  American  ftates,  each 
colony  had  no  more  than  a  fingle  vote,  whether  its 
deputation  was  more  or  lefs  numerous.  So  that  a 
contrariety  of  ofrinion  among  the  deputies  fi-om  any- 
particular  province,  if  the  majority  was  in  favour  of 
the  rneafure,  did  not  occafion  a  dilfenting  voice  in 
the  Congrelk  New  Hampfhire  and  Rhode  Ifland 
fent  two  deputies  each.  New  Jerfey  and  Maryland 
four,  Virginia  fix.  The  fenfe  of  any  Colony  could 
not  be  taken,  if  their  deputation  was  equally  divided 
in  their  opinions. 

Tne  firft  adfs  of  this  body  v^ere  declaratory  of  the 
allegiance  which  the  American  ftates  owed  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  their  fovereign  ;  of  their  affedtion  to 
Great  Britain,  their  dependence  upon  her,  and  of 
the  benefits  and  favours  which  they '  had  received 
from  their  parent  ftate.  In  the  molt  explicit  terms 
they  difclairned  ^ny  wifh  of  becoming  feparated 
from  and  independent  of  Great  Britain,  but  at  the 
fame  time  they  declared  themfelves  entitled  to  a  par¬ 
ticipation  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Britifh- 
born  fubjedfs.  That  the  power  lately  affumed  by 
parliament  was  unjuft,  and  the  only  caufe  of  all  the 
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prcTent  uneafmefs  j  that  the  late  ads  refpeding  tlic 
capital  and  province  of  -Maflachufet’s  Bay  were  un- 
conftitutiorial,  opprelTive,  and  dangerous.  Thefc 
fen tirnents  were  expreffed  in  a  public  ad,  which  they 
called  a  declaration  of  rights  ^  in  which  they  kept 
clofe  to  the  example  fet  them  by  the  third  parliament 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft.  The  fpecification  ol 
their  rights  is  full  and  explicit,  and  was  follovved  by  an 
enumeration  of  their  grievances.  A«  the  moft  effec¬ 
tual  means  to  obtain  aredrefs  of  which,  the  Congreft 
recommended  to  the  feveral  Colonies  to  al)ide  by 
thofe  agreements  which  they  had  entered  into,  nor 
to  import  or  confume  any  Britifh  goods  or  merchan¬ 
dize,  or  any  Eaft-India  teas,  or  the  products  of  the 
Britifh  Weft-India  iflands,  after  the  firft  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1774,  from  which  time  they  would  wholly 
difconfinue  the  Have  trade.  There  were  many  other 
articles  recommended^'  but  nothing  was  authori¬ 
tatively  enjoined. 

Congrefs  afterwards  agreed  to  petition  his  Ma:« 
jefty ;  they  likewife  framed  an  addrefs  to  the  people 
of  Great  Britain,  and  another  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Quebec,  In  the  petition  they  laid  a  variety  of  griev¬ 
ances  before  the  throne,  diftind:  from  and  independent 
of  the  prefent  fabjed  of  difpute.  The  addrelTes 
were  drawn  up  with  great  ingenuity  and  force  of 
reafoning:  the  firft  was  defigned  to  Ihew,  that  the 
people  of  England  had,  in  the  laft  century,  contend¬ 
ed  with  their  kings  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fame 
rights  which  the  Americans  were  now  deprived  of  by 
p.  Britifli  parliament.  They  infifted  that  the  opprei- 
fion  was  efferitially  the  fame,  although  the  oppreffor.'? 
were  changed.  But  not  altogether  relying  on  the 
efficacy  of  this  appeal  to  the  juftice  of  the  nation,  the 
addrefs  endeavoured  to  gain  it  over  to  the  caufe  of 
America,  by  reprefenting  that  the  certain  confe-t 
quences  of  unconditional  fubmiffion  being  exaded 
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cril  and  the  tyranny  of  an  arifto- 

cracy  being  engrafted  on  that  of  the  crown.' 

1  he  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  aimed 

f  I , ... ... .. A..  I  *  1  1...  '.  cajoled  Cut  of 

tho  e  natural  rights  which  had  been  fecured  to  them 

at  the  lalt  peace,  by  the  infidious  a€t  which  eftablilh- 
ed  the  Romith  religion  in  Canada.  The  principles 
laid  down  were  fupported  by  the  authority  of  the 
greateft  political  writers  of  France,  and  thefe  French 
Americans  were  invited  to  become  parties  in  a  league 
wCicn  equally  concerned  all.  '  f  - 

Little  elfe  was  tranfacted  in  this  firft  feffionofthe 
Longrefs,  which  wa^sclofedon  the  26th  of  Odober 
ioLowing  Thefe  proceedings' in  America,  which 
indicated  the  moll  determined  oppofition  to  the  mea¬ 
sures  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Britift  legifla- 
ture,  being  fufficiently  known  in  England,  the  King- 
met  his  new  parliament*  The  firft  Lord  of  thd 
Treafury  entered  upon  his  parliamentary  campaiom 
under  circumftances  of  peculiar .  embarraffment. 
All  the  predidions  which  he  had  delivered  concern- 
ing  that  lubmiilive  temper  which  would  be  produced 
by  wholefome  feverity,  'were  falfified,  and  no  alter¬ 
native  remained  but  to  plunge  the  nation  into  a  civil 
vvar,  or  to  degrade  it  by  undoing  whatever  had  been 
done.  IHn  this  fituation  the  minifter  could  confoJe 
himfelfwith  the  refiedion,  that  he  was  neither  the  ori-  ' 
ginal  fiamei  of  any  one  of  thole  ads,  nor.  their  ftrenu- 
ous  fupporter  in  the  cabinet ;  yet  fuch  a  declaration 
would  have  availed  him  little  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  againft  an  acTve  oppofition,  v/ho,  by  ftiifting 
their  ground,  could  attack  him  with  equal  advantao'c 
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upon  his  unimportance  in  the  cabinet,  as  his  delufive 
expehls.hoiis  in  the  fenate. 

The  fpeech  from  the  throne  was, couched  in  as 
mild  terras  as  the  ttate  of  affairs  would  admit  otj 
without  renouncing' the  point  contended  for.  It  nei¬ 
ther  dcfcfibed  the  general  defedlion  of  the  Colonies, 
nor  fpoke  of  any  one  Colony,  as  being  in  a  ftate  of 
adliial  rebellion.  Lord  Beauchamp  moved  for  the 
addrcfs,  -and  expreffed  himfflf  with  fome  warmth  on 
the  conduft  of  the  Americans. '  Tiie  difpofition  of 
the  new  parliament  was  quickly  feen  by  the  ftile  of 
the  addrefs  which  was  prefented  in  anfwer  to  the 
fpeech,  and  although  oppofition  attempted  to  coun- 
teraft  the  views  of  the  miniftry,  by  propofing  an 
amendment, , which  gave  rife  to  a  Jong  and  fpirited 
debate,  yet  upon  u  divifion  of  the  houfe,  their  num¬ 
bers  appeared  comparatively  fmall.’^ 

But  however  miniftry  were  proved  to  have  been 
deceived  in  their  expedations  from  Am, erica,  yet  the 
ludden  diffolution  of  parliament  became,  from  that 
very  difappointment,  the  means  by  which  they  con¬ 
tinued  in  power.  Things  were  now  brought  to  fuch 
axnJjs,  that  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  guided  by  the 
voice  of  die  people,  which  in  the  concluding  fcffion 
of  a  parliament  iseffential  to  their  immediate  views, 
dared  not  to  have  proceeded  upon  a  plan  of  coercion! 
It  was  indeed  new  generally  unckrftood,  that  the 
new  modelling  the  form  of  government  throughout 
North  America,  and  fecuring  that  continent  to 
Great  Britain,  by  introducing  fuch  regulations  as 
might  form  habits  of  fubordination  and  obedience 
was  the  favourite  objeds  of  the  Sovereign,  and  to 
propofe  the  means  by  which  fuch  a  renovation 
of  loyalty  might  be  effeded,  was  the  fureft  in- 
trodudion  -  to  .ro^al  favour  ;  notwithftanding 

which, 
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%^h}chj  the  nation  was  very  much  divided  in  opinion 
concerning  the  proper  condu£k  to  be  obferved  to¬ 
wards  America.  Some  were  for  coercion,  becaufe 
they  hoped  to  derive  a  revenue  therefrom,  and  the' 
loweft  plebeians,  whom  neither  nature  nor  education 
had.  qualified  to  decide  upon  an  intricate  fubjedt, 
thought  them felves  able  to  adjuft*  this  difpute,  by 
only  alking  the  plain  queftlon,  Why  fhould  not' 
the  Americans  pay  ta:^es  as  well  as  we  National 
pride,  as  well  as  an  idea  of  national  intereft,  firongly 
enforced  tlie  fame  d6<fi;rine,  Superadded  to  thefe 
confiderations,  motives  neither  na:tional  nor  lauda^ 
ble,  adluated  not  a  few  to  foment*  the  quarrel  wkh 
America :  fuch  as  the  profpecfi:  of  lucrative  contracts 
or  appointrqents,  and  a  diltribufion  of  the  confifcat-' 
ed.eftates  of  the  American  ringleaders. '  All  tliefc 
were  powerful  incentives  to  action  ;  however^  the 
contrary  opinion  was-refcued  from  contempt,  both 
hy.the  numbers  and  the  confequence  of  thofe  who' 
avowed  it.  The  country  gentlemen,-  although  the 
pillars  of  prerogative^  forefaw  that  the  land-^tax  muft 
he  advanced  to  four  Shillings  in  the  pound,  as  foon 
as  the  fword  fhould  be  drawn  ^  and  although  tbe'om- 
nipotence  of  Great  Britain  to  enforce  her'  laws  was 
not  doubted,  yet  whether  a  revenue  could  be  drawn 
fiom  America;  fhould  her  fubmiffion  be  lecured,  ap¬ 
peared -highly  problematical.  The  commercial  in- 
terefi' was  yet  more  deeply  affeAed  by’ an  open  rup¬ 
ture. -The  Colonies  flood  indebted^to  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  about  four  millions  fterlihg,  whichy  though  a 
vafi  fum,  was  no  more  than  the  amount  of  a  twelve 
months  commerce.-  This  refpe^Vable  body  of  men; 
not  only.faw  themftlves  deprivedof  a  moft  lucrafive 
trade,  but  cut  ^  off  from' all  hope  of  obtaining  fpeedy 
payment  of  the  fums  due  tb  them,  and  in  danger  of  lo- 
fing  them  for  ever.  A  numetousbodyofmanufadlurers 
derived  their  only  means  of  fubfiftence  from  the  intcr- 
Gourfewith  the  Colonies,  and  therefore  confidered  the 
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non-importation  agreement  which  their  confumcrB 
had  entered  into,  as  the  greateft  polHble  evil,  and 
were  anxious  for  a  reconciliation  upon,  any  terms. 
Befides  thefe  clalfes  of  men,  whofe  particular  and  im¬ 
mediate  interefts  urged  them  to  become  ftrenuous 
advocates  in  the  American  caufe,  there  were  many 
people,  who  though  influenced  by  no  private  or  in- 
terefted  views,  could  neither  fee  the  juftice  nor  expe¬ 
diency  of  compelling  the  Americans  to  abfolute  fub-* 
million,  and  the  operative  principle  of  private  inte- 
reft  among,  the  bulk,  gave  an  energy  and  force  to 
fuch  fpeculafive  reafoning. 

The  meeting  of  parliament  was  the  important  mo* 
ment  for  action  ;  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  had  been  ta¬ 
ken  as,foon  as  it  was  alfembled,.  and-it  had  been  found 
to  be  in  perfect  union  with  the  former  parliament; 
fo  that  the  temper  which  didated  the  refolutions  of 
the  cabinet,  was  likely  to  infufe  itfelf  into  ,  the 
legiflative  part  of  the  conftitution.  The  great  quef- 
tion  now  was,  whether  Britilh  fpirit  llrould  be  oppo- 
fed  to  American  fpirit ;  whether  bold,  vigorous  and 
Judicious  exertions  fliould  be  immediately  made  to 
crulh  that  oppolition  before  it-  had  gained  ftrength, 
which  it  was  found  could  not  be  terrified  into  acqui- 
efcence.  In  fuch  a  fituation  to  temporize  was  to 
yield;  delay  and  irrefolution  added  fuel  to  the  flame : 
but  in  conducting  this  momentous  bufinefs,  the  con^ 
fidential  fervants  of  the  crown  fhewed  themfelves 
better  qualified  for  drawing  the  nation  into  hoftilc, 
meafures  by  lecret  and  imperceptible  fteps,  than  at 
once  to  bear  down  oppolition  in  both  countries  by 
the  fpirit  and^ability  which  were  confpicuous  in  their 
plans.  The  nation  was  lulled  into  fecurity  by  the 
number  of  feamen  for  the  year  i775»  being  reduced 
to  fixteen  thoufand  men ;  the  land  forces  were  allb 
fixed  at  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty- 

feven 


leven  efi^edive  men,^  officers  and  invalids  included,  d 
Irnailer  force  than  the  preceding  year.* 

Whilft  adminiftration  feemed  totally  to  have  for 
gotten  the  (kte  of  affairs  in  America,  addreffes  were 
prefented  both  to  the  King  and  to  the  Parliament 
trom  the  city  of  London,-  and- various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  reprefenfmg  the  dreadful  confequences 
which  the  errforcement  of  the  late  rigorous  ads  would 
produce,  and  expreffing  an  earn'eff  defire  that  a  re¬ 
conciliation  wdth  America  might  take  place.  A  pe¬ 
tition  from  the  merchants  refiding  in  London  and 
trading  to  America,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Mr.  Alderman  Hayley  :  a  fimilar  one 
from  Briftol,  by  Mr.  Burke ;  the  Weft-India  mer¬ 
chants  and  planters  alfo  ftated  in  a  petition,  how 
deeply  they  were  concerned  in  this  difpute,  as  the 
ill  gar  iflands  not  only  drew  a  great  part  of  their  pro- 
vifions  fr6m  America^  but  were  fupplied  with  lumber 
from  thence,  for  which  they  bartered  their  rum  and 
fugars  ;  fo  that  an  interruption  of  the  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  Britifh  American  continent  and  thofe  ifl- 
iinds,  was  likely  not  only  to  deprive  the  latter  of  the 
means  of  fending  their  produce  to  Europe,'  but  to 
caufe  a  great  body  of  people  fo  pcridi  for  want  of 
fuftenance.  A  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  was  appointed,  to  whom  thefe  petitions  were 
referred. 'f 

In  the  mean  time  the  petition  from  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Congrefs  to  the  King  had  been  tranfmitted  to 
London,  but  the  agents  appointed  to  prefent  it, 
were  informed,  that  his  Majefty  could  not  poffibly 
receive  any  thing  which  came  from  that  body,  as 
ilich  a  fiep  would  be  to  acknowledge  its  legality. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  1775,  Sir  George  Saville 
moved  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  preient  a  petition 

from- 
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from  three  American  agents,  viz.  Meffrs.  BoIIah, 
Franklin  and  Lee,  ftating,  that  they  were  authorized 
by  the  American  Congrefs;  to  prelent  a  petition  of 
that  aflembly  to  the  King,-  which  petition  his  Majef- 
ty  had  referred  to  the  Houle;  the  petitioners  there¬ 
fore  defired  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  in  fupport  of  it, 
being,  as  they  faid,  able  to  throw  great  light  on  the 
fubjeft.  The  granting  of  this  prayer  was  ftrongly 
oppofed  forthe  fome  reafon  which  excluded  the  peti¬ 
tion  from  tlie  throne,  and  it  was  thrown  out  by  a 
majority  of  218  to  68.  As  it  was  well  known  that 
the  Arnerican's  Had  formed  great  expedlations  from 
this  application,  and  the  miniller,  only  three  days 
before,;  had  afligned  as  a  reafon  of  the  delay  in  pro¬ 
ceeding  oh' the  American  bufmefs,  that  fuch  a  peti¬ 
tion  was  coming  over,  and  that  it  was  of  fo  concilia¬ 
tory  a  nature  as  to  make  way  for  healing,  and  lenient 
meafures;  and  for  reconciling  all  matters  in  an  ami¬ 
cable  manner,  fuch  a  conduct  appeared  fomewliat 
paradoxical,  and  indicated  that  no  kind  of  compro- 
mife  could  take  place ;  at  the  fame  time,  it  might 
be  plainly  inferred  that  this  aufterity  on  the  part  of 
government  was  juft  then  aflumed. 

Such  being  the  temper  which  diftated  meafures^ 
the  application  by  the  general  aflembly  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  hfew-York  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  * 
not  permitted  to  lie  upon  the  table;  The  city  of 
New-York  was  the  rival  port  of  Boften:  the  Yorkifts 
were  as  much  diftinguifhed  by  their  love  of  gaiety 
and  pieaftire  as  the  Boftoliiajns  were  for  tlieif  ^uftere 
and  rigid  demeanour.  A  people  fo  oppofite  in  in- 
terefts  and  habits,  could  only  be  compelled  to  unite 
through' neceflity^  and  hence  the  form^  were  defi- 
rous  of  making  their  peace  with  Great  Britain,  upori 
terms,  though  they  abhorred  the  idea  of  unconditi¬ 
onal  (ubmiffion;  but  the  miniftry  tliouglit  fuch  a 
f^ua lifted  allegiance  not  v/orth  obtaining. 
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All  negotiations  being  now  at  an  end,  Franklin 
loon  after  embarked  for  Bofton,  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  every  inai  k  of  rel]rea  and  confidence  * 
His  unremitting  exertions  in  the  caufe  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  contributed  effentially  io  its  fupport 
and  furtherance.  The  mimilry,  who  well  knew 
how  dangerous  an  enemy  this  man  was,  had  decla¬ 
red  the  northern  Colonies  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  aftual 
rebellion  before  his  departure :  ftate-neceffity  there¬ 
fore  pointed  out  to  them  that  he  fliould  be  detained 
in  England.  Mr.  Pitt,  when  he  declared  general 
warrants  to  be  illegal,  at  the  fame  time  acknow-^ 
ledged  that  he  himfelf  had  iflued  them  upon  great 
emergencies.  The  parliament  which  approved  the 
meafiires  purfuing  againft  Am.erica,  would  moft  af- 
furcdly  have  indemnified  both  the  advifers  and  exe¬ 
cutors  of  fuch  a  ftretch  of  power  as  the  detaining  this 
man.  Upon  the  fame  principle,  it  would  have^been 
a  proper  conduft  in  General  Gage,  to  have  prevent¬ 
ed  the  conveyance  of  arms  and  ammunition  out  of 
the^town  of  Bofton,  which  were  however  carried  off 
without  queftion  or  mcleftation.  ‘ 

As  fcon  as  the  Houfe  of  Lords  met  after  Chrift- 
mas^  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  then  fccretary  of  ftate,. 
laid  before  it  the  official  papers  received  from  Ame¬ 
rica,  upon  which  occafion  the  Earl  of  Chatham  in¬ 
veighed  with  great  fpirit  againft  the  dilatorinefs  of 
adminiftration,  and  moved  to  addrefs  his  Majefty 
to  caufe  orders  to  be  iffued  to  General  Gage,  that  he 
remove  the  forces  from  the  town  of  Bofton,  as  foon 
as  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  other  circumftances, 
indifpenfable  to  the  fafety  and  accommodation  of 
the  troops,  may  render  it  pradicable.’*  Pie  urged 
the  necellity  of  fuch  aftep,  as  the  means  of  opening 
a  way  for  fettling  the  dangerous  troubles  in  Ame¬ 
rica, 

*  On  the  departure  of  FrankHn,  Burke  became  airent  for 
M^^facliuff  tt’s  ia/. 
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rica,  by  beginning  to  aliay  the  ferments  and  foften 
ttnimofities  there.  He  faid  an  hour  now  loft  mighr 
produce  years  of  calamity^  and  pledged  himfelf  that 
lie  would  not  defert  for  a  moment  the  conduft  of 
this  mighty  bufinefs,  from  the  find  to  the  lalt,  uiilefs 
nailed  to  his  bed  by  the  extremity  of  ficknefs,  but 
would  knock  at  the  door  of  a  fleeping  miniitry,  and 
roid'e  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  imminent  danger. 

The  times  were  greatly  changed  fince  this  v/on- 
derful  man,  moulded  the  attentive  fenate  ^  charm* 
cd,  perfuaded,  exalted;”  and  by  the  force  of  has 
matchlefs  eloquence,  annihilated  all  oppofition.  He 
now  addreffed  an  afiembly,  whole  preconceived  opj  • 
nions  were  not  to  be  fhaken  by  the  ftrongeit  argu¬ 
ments.  He  could  now  no  longer  gain  upon  his  au¬ 
dience  by  touching  their  raafter-paifron,.  and  placing’ 
full  in  their  view  the  advancement  of  their  coun¬ 
try’s  dignity  and  power.  He  now  maintained  a 
dodrine  quite  repugnant  to  the  pride,  tlie  prejudice, 
and,  as  it  was  imagined,  tke  interelt  of  thoie  wha# 
heard  him.  Wrapped  in  the  contemplation  of  their 
own  grandeur  and  irrehllible  Ifrength,  they  ccnfi  - 
dered  all  predidions  of  dilgrace,  humiliation  and 
ruin,  as  the  images  of  a  fick  fancy,  tlie  fuggelVtons 
of  a  melancholy  rnofmo  ;  ye.t  all  thefe  difa(ilvarltage.s 
did  not  deter  this  venerable  ftatefman,  whole  “  old 
f'xperience  had  attained  to  fometliing  like  a  prophi - 
tic  ftrain,”  from  predicting  with  great  confidencf , 
the  ccnfequences  which  would  itifaliTbly  relult,  if  the 
meafures  which  had  been  adopted  were  peifiifed  in. 
He  deferibed  the  htuation  of  the  troojxt  at  Bofton  as 
truly  unworthy,  being  penned  up,  and  pining  in  in¬ 
glorious  inactivity,  he  called  them  an  army  of  imjx- 
tence  and  contempt,  and  to  make  the  folly  equal  to 
the  difgiace,  they  were  an  army  of  irritation  and 
•vexation;  “  you  irritate  your  Colonies  to  unappeal¬ 
able  rancour.  It  is  not  repealing  this  or  that  ad  of 
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Jiarliament,  it  is  not  repealing  a  piece  of  parchment 
that  Can  reftore  America  to  our  bofom,  we  muft  re¬ 
peal  her  fears  and  her  refentments;  and  we  may  then 
hope  for  her  love  and  gratitude.  But  now,  infulted 
by  an  armed  force  polled  .at  Bofton,  irritated  with 
an  hoftile  array  before  her  eyes,  her  concelfions,  if 
they  could  be  forced,  would  be  fulpicious  and  infe- 
cure ;  but  it  is  more  than  evident,  that  you  cannot 
force  them,  principled  and  united  as  they  are,  to 
your  unwtrrthy  terms  of  fubmiffion — it  is  impolfible. 
W e  fhall  be  forced  ultimately  to  retraft,  let  us  re- 
tradl  whilft  we  can  do  it  with  honour.  Thefe  violent 
oppreliive  adls  muft  be  repealed.  I  pledo-e  myfelf 
for  it,  that  you  will  in  the  end  repeal  themr’  I  ftake 
my  reputation  on  it.  I  will  confent  to  be  taken  for 
an  idiot,  if  they  are  not  finally  repealed.  Avoid 
then  this  humiliating,  this  difgraceful  neceffity. 
With  a  dignity  becoming  your  exalted  fituation, 
make  the  ftrft  advances  to  concord,  to  peace  and 
happinefs :  for  timt  is  your  true  dignity,  to  adt  with 
prudence  and  withjullice.  Every  motive  therefore 
of  juftice  and  of  policy,  of  dignity  and  of  prudence, 
urges  you  to  allay  the  ferment  in  America,  by  a  re¬ 
moval  of  your  troops  from  Bofton  ;  by  a  repeal  of 
your  ads  of  parliament,  and  by  demonftration  of 
amicable  difpofitions  towards  your  Cclcnies.  On  the 
other  hand,  every  danger  and  every  hazard  impend, 
to  deter  you  from  perfeverance  in  your  prefent  rui- 
no’.is  meafures.  Foreign  war  hanging  over  your 
heads  by  a  flight  and  brittle  thread  :  France  and 
Spain  watching  your  condud,  and  waiting  for  the 
maturity  of  your  errors.” 

The  noble  Earl  concluded  his  animated  harangue 
in  the  following  emphatical  manner.  “  My  Lords; 
if  the  minifters  thus  perfevere  in  mifadvifing  anci 
mifleading  the  King,  I  wiil  not  fay  thaf'they  can  ali¬ 
enate  the  affedicns  of  itis  fubjccfs  from  his  crown; 

but 
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V 

but  I  will  affirm,  that  they  will  make  the  crown  not 
worth  his  wearing.  I  will  not  fay  that  the  King  is 
betrayed,  but  I  will  pronounce  that  the  kingdom  is 
undone.”  The  motion  was  rejected  68  to  i8. 

This  motion  made  by  the  noble  Earl,  was  only 
preparatory  to  a  bill,  which  he  had  framed  for  the 
purpcfe  of  conciliation  with  America,  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Houfe  on  the  i ft  of  February  *.  itwcrit 
w  repeal  all  the  afts  which  had  been  palled  in  the 
former  feffion  relative  to  America,  in  which  were, 
included  the  Quebec  aifl,  and  another  abt  which  re¬ 
gulated  the  quartering  of  foldiers.  It  alfo  wxnt  to 
repeal  eight  abts  of  parliament  which  had  been  palTed 
in  the  prefent  reign,  from  the  fourth  year  thereof 
to  the  twelfth,  it  propofed  to  reftrain  thq  powers  of 
the  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty  courts  in  Ameri" , 
ca  within  their  ancient  limits,  and  to  ettablifli  the  tri¬ 
al  by  jury  in  all  fuch  civil  cafes  in  which  it  had  been 
lately  abolifhed ;  the  Judges  to  hold  their. offices  and 
falaries  as  the  Judges  in  England,  qumn  diuje  benegef- 
/erint.  It  declared  the  Colonies  of  America  to  be 
juftly  entitled  to  the  privileges,  franchifes^  and  im^ 
munities  granted  by  their  feveral  charters  or  conftitu- 
tions,  and  that  inch  charters  ought  not  to  be  invaded 
or  re  fumed,  unlefs  for  mifiifer  or  fome  legal  ground 
of  forfeiture.  This  bill,  although  rejefted  by  a  large 
majority,  was  yet  ftipported  by  a  much  more  nume- 
xous  minority  than  the  motion  which  preceded  it.^  . 

This 

^  68  to  31. — The  peers  who  voted  for  Lord  Chatham’s  plan  of 
reconciliation,  were  the  following,  viz.  Dukes  of  Cumberland, 
Richmond,  Portland,  Mancheftcr,  Newcaftle,  Marquis  of  Rock-* 
ingham  ;  Earls  of  Stamford,  Abingdon,  Effingham,  Fitzwilliam, 
Temple,  Radnor,  Chatham,  Scarborough,  Cholmondeley,  Staf¬ 
ford,  Tankcrville,  Stanhope;  Lords,  Ponfonby,  Littleton,  Wy¬ 
combe,  Sondes,  Milton,  Camden,  Abergavenny,  Ferrers,  Cra¬ 
ven,  Rumney,  fong,  Forteicug. 
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^  *1l  his  attempt  to  overturn  all  that  government  had 
Clone  witli  regard  to  America,  Teemed  to  rouTe  ad- 
miniftration  from  their  lethargic  ftijpor.  ‘  The  minif- 
tei  preiented  a  m'^lTage  from  his  Majefty  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  recommending  an  augmentati- 
of  the^  ibices  by  Tea  and  land,  which  being  com¬ 
plied  witn,  anej  20O0  additional  feamen,  and  43^3 
land  tprees  voted,*  the  houfe  being  relblved  into  a 
committee  on  the  American  papers,  he  moved  j-  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reftrain  the 'trade  and  com¬ 
merce  of  the  provinces  of  New  Hampfliire  and  Maf- 
lacliufett’s  Bay,  the  Colonies  of  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Ifland,  and  Providence  Plantation  in  North  America, 
to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  BritilB  Iflands  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  to  proliibif  fuch  Provinces  and 
Colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fifhery  on  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland,  or  other  places  therein  mention^ 
ed,  under  certain  conditions  and  for  a  limited  time„ 
Still  the  feverity  of  punifliment  was  confined  to  the 
northern  Colonies.^  and  the  minifter  feprefented  this 
reftraining  bill,  as  a  juft  retaliation,  for  thofe  Colo¬ 
nics  refufing  to  trade  with  Great  Britain.  The  fiTh- 
dies  both  noiirifhed  the  vigour,  and  advanced  the 
confecj'ience  of  the  New-Englanders*,  fifheries  not 
only  fupplied  multitudes  ot  their  ov/n  people  with  ' 
food,^  but  trained  a  race  of  feamen  asrobuft,  hardy 
and  undaunted,  as  any  upon  the  globe.  The  veffels 
employed  therein  were  privileged  to  difpofe  of  their 

'  caro;oes 
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*  In  the  debate  on  the  augmentation  of  feamen,  the  Hoa  Cap¬ 
tain  Robert  jSoyle  Walxingham  (who  afterw^ards  unhappily  periih- 
ed  in  the  W' eft-indies)  allerted,  that  France  had  75  ihipb  of  the 
Jine  ;  more  than  one  half  of  which  \yere  at  that  time  manned,  and 
fit  for  a(^bjal  Icrvice. 

t  Feb  10,1775., 

j  Another  bill  was  pafted  during  the  feifion  to  reftrain  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  middle  and  louthern  C  olonies  to  C^reat  Bri¬ 
tain,  Ireland,  and  the  Briliib  Iflands  in  the  Weft-indies. — The 
IVovince  ot  New^-York  wds  not  included  in  this  reftridtion. 
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cnrgQes  in  any  ports  fouth  of  CapeFinifterre  •,  fo  that 
diengid  difciples  of  John  Calvin  furnilhed  the  catho¬ 
lics  of  Portugal,  Spain,  and  even  of  the  Italian  ftates, 
with  their  l.enten  entertainmtnt.  The  returns  made 
in  thefe  voyages  were  brought  to  the  ports  of  Great 
Bfitaia,  and  became  the  payment  forBritilli  manu- 
failures,  with  which  tiiefe  fhips  were  freighted  home^ 
To  prohibit  a  commerce  fo  extenfive,  and  which 
employed  feveral  thoufand  Americans,  was  a  bold 
ftep.  It  invefted  the  Governor  of  each  province,  witn 
inch  a  power  to  difcriminate  between  rebels  and  loy- 
alifts,  flefh  and  blood  could  fcarcely  be  fuppofed  ca¬ 
pable  of  txercifing  difintereftedly  and  juftly.  It 
tended  to  convert  into  enemies  a  very  powerful  body 
of  men,  and  no  fatisfadlory  proof  was  adduced  that 
the  fiiheries  could  be  carried  on  to  an  equal  extent, 
and  as  efteiluaily,  fro.m  any  .of  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland. 

Whatever  inconveniences  the  New  England  colo- 
nifts  endured  from  this  prohibition,  they  found  means, 
however,  to  repay  the  injury  in  kind  upon  the  Britifh 
fifheries  at  Newfoundland  ;  for,  by  withholding  their 
wonted  fupplies  of  provifiion  from  them,  all  the  dijp- 
treflhsof  famine  were  fuffered  for  a  confiderable  time, 
until  they  received  a  fupply  from  Ireland,  whereby 
exhaufted  life  v/as  repaired ;  but  the  means  of  fut^ 
fiilence  became  from  that  time  more  precarious  and 
lefs  abundant. 

The  feverity  of  this  bill  was  difrelifhed  by  many 
friends  to  government,  who  had  hitherto  fupjx)rted 
coercive  meafures  towards  America.  In  order  there¬ 
fore  to  quiet  their  fcruples,  the  iirll  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
fury  brought  forward  another  American  adl,  which 
bore  a  different  complexion.  This  profefled  to  be  a 
plan  of  reconciliation  with  the  Colonies,  and  thereby 
to  invite  them  to  return  with  confidence  to  the  arms 
of  Great  Britain.  It  enaded,  that  the  Governor, 

Council, 
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.Council  and  Affembly  of  any  Province  or  Colony 
upon  making  provifion  according  to,  their  abilities  fof 
he  common  defence,  which  provifion  Ihould  be  dif- 
polable  by  parliament,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the  ci¬ 
vil  government  and  adminiftration  of  juffice  in  fuch 

rovince,  if  (uch  contribution  fhall  be  approved  of 

parliament,  then  Great  Britain 
Ihould  forbear,  m  refpedt  of  fuch  Colony,  to  levy  any 
duties  or  taxes,  fuch  only  excepted  as  may  be  exp^ 
dientfor  the  regulation  of  commerce;  and  the  net 

produce  of  fuch  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the 
Irfiviiice  lo  adhng. 

The  minifter  acknowledged  it  to  be  very  probable 
that  thefe  propofitions  might  not  be  acceptable  to 
the  Americans  in  general,  as  they  certainly  did  not 
go  to  all  tneir  claims.  The  refolutions  were  however 
ju.t,  humane^and  wile,  and  thofe  among  the  Americans 
•vvho  were  juft  humane,  and  wife,  would,  he  believed, 
think  them  well  worthy  their  attention;  but  whatever 
might  be  the  fate  of  thofe  meafures,  he  felt  that  he 
had  done  his  duty  fairly  and  confiftently.  If  it  did  no 
good  there  It  vvould  do  good  here,  it  would  unite  the 
people  of  England,  by  holding  out  to  them  a  dif- 
iindt  objea  of  revenue;  as  it  united  England  it  would 
difunite  America  ;  there  it  would  tend  to  feparatethe 
grain  ^mm  the  chaff :  whatever  province  came  firft 
TO  make  a  dutiful  offer,  would  be  kindly  and  gently 
treated  ;  and  if  but  one  Province  accepted  the  offer, 
.he  whole  corifederacy  would  be  broken,  and  that 
union.vvh.ch  alone  rendered  them  formidable,,  would 
be  diffolved.  ’  ^ 

In  every  point  of  view  this  bill  did  not  produce  the 

'tU  from  It,  for  It  neither  ftrengthened 

the  hands  or  government  at  home,  nor  made  profe- 
Jytes  in  America.  ^ 

The 
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The  great  advantage  on  the  fide  of  government 
throughout  this  parliamentary  Itruggle,  was  derived 
from  its  unanimity  ;  whereas  the  oppofition  was  com- 
pofed  of  fuch  difcordant  parts,  as  were  not  likely  to 
'unite  firmly  and  ftrenuoufly  in  any  one  point,  but 
in  endeavouring  to  difconcert  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
politics ;  fo  that  whenever  it  became  a  queftion, 
;what  fhouid  be  fubftituted  in  its  ftead  ?  many  adopt¬ 
ed  the'  fentiment  of  the  Roman  poet,  nuUius  addiHus 
jurare  in  verha  mqgijln.  Lord  Chatham’s  plan  was  not 
^cordially  relilTied  by  many  who  wifhed  a  reconciliati¬ 
on  with  America,  and  indeed,  independent  of  the 
particular  views  and  private  interefts  of  the  feveral 
leaders  (a  fource  of  dilagreernent  fufficiently  fruitful) 
nothing  could  be  more  complicated  than  the  bufmefs 
of  adjufting  a  pradlical  plan  of  reconciliation,  fuch  as 
would  caufe  their  rifing  refentments  to  fubfide,  their 
jarring  interefts  no  longer  to  clafli,  and  the  appre- 
henlion  of  future  rivalihip  to  be  removed  :  this  was 
fo.ftupendous  a  work,  as  perhaps  tofurpafs  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  humanity,  unfupported  by  the  fupreme  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  ftate.  It  was  however  attempted  (maugre 
royal  patronage)  by  a  man,  in  whom  natural  endow¬ 
ments,  and  acquired  accompliftiments,  appear  in 
tneir  full  luftre.  Mr.  Burke  laid  before  the  houfe  of 
ommons,  on  the  2  i^d  of  March,  1775^  thirteen  re* 
folutions  for  conciliation  with  the  Colonies.  Xhefe 
he  introduced,  by  a  fpeech  fraught  with  niafterly  elo7 
quence,  in  which  he  dilplayed  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  principles  of  adtion  among  mankind  in 
U  ftate  of  civil  fociety,  and  of  the  proper  political  con¬ 
duct  refulting  from  fuch  principles.  He  laid  it  down 
as  an  axiom,  that  we  muft  govern  America  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  true  nature  and  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  people,  and  not  according  to  our  own  imagina¬ 
tions  ;  not  according  to  abftraa  ideas  of  right,  or 
fnere  general  theories  of  government.  He  ftated  thu 
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rtipid  progrefs  which  America  had  made  in  populati-*- 
on,  and  in  the  commerce  carried  on  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  He  afferted,  that  the  Colonies  in  genera]  owr 
od  little  or  nothing  to  any  care  of  ourvS,  and  that  they 
were  not  moulded  into  their  happy  form,  by  the 
conftrainrs  of  watchful  and  fufpicious  government, 
Ixit  that  through  a  wife  and  falutary  negleft,  a  ge¬ 
nerous  nature  had  been  fuffered  to  take  her  own  way 
to  peifeftion.  He  affigned,  as  the  caufes  from 
whence  a  fierce  fpirit  of  liberty  had  grown  up  in  the 
Colonies,  their  origin — their  form  of  government — 
die  force  of  their  religious  principfes  in  the  northerii 
Colonies — ol  manners  in  the  fouthern — of  educati¬ 
on — and  of  the  remotenefs  of  lituation  from  the  firlt 
mover  of  government.  Under  the  head  of  educati¬ 
on  he  obferyed,  that  perhaps  in  no  country  in  the 
world,  the  law  is  made  fo  general  a  ftudy  as  in  North 
America;  infomuch  as  that  it  was  faid,  nearly  as 
many  copies  of  Blackftone’s  Comnientaries  had  been 
printed  and  fold  in  America  as  in  England.  This 
knowledge  of  law,  fome  might  fay,  ought  to  teach 
thern  more  clearly  the  rights  of  legiflature,  their  ob¬ 
ligations  to  obedience,  and  the  penalties  of  rebellion ; 
but  when  great  honours  and  great  emoluments  do 
not  win  over  this  knowledge  to  the  fervice  of  the 
date,  it  is  a  formidable  adverfgry  to  government. 
His  reafoning,  folid  and  irrefragable  in  itfelf,  receiv¬ 
ed  all  the  embelliflinient  W'hich  a  fine  imagination 
could  befiow.  In  large  bodies,  faid  he,  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  power  muft  belefs  vigorous  at  the  extremi¬ 
ties.  Nature  has  fiiid  it.  The  Turk  cannot  govern 
Egypt  and  Arabia  and  Curdiftan,  as  he  governs 
Thrace.  -  Perhaps  ideas  of  liberty  might  be  defired 
more  reconcilable  with  an  arbitrary  and  boundlefs 
authority.  Perhaps  we  might  wifh  the  Colonies  to 
be  perfuaded,  that  their  liberty  is  more  fecure  when 
held  in  truft  for  them  by  us  (as  their  guardians  dur- 

ins 
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ing  a  perpetual  minority)  than  with  any  part  of  it 
in  their  own  hands ;  but  the  queftion  is  whether  their 
fpirit  deferves  praiie  or  blame. 

This  able  legillator  then  proceeded  to  deliver  it  as 
his  opinion^  tliat  there  were  but  threp  ways  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  relative  to  tliis  ftubborn  fpirit  which  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  .Colonies  ^  namely,  to  change  that  fpirit  as* 
inconvenient,  by  removing  the  caufes;  to  profecute 
it  as  criminal ;  or  to  comply  with  it  as  neceffary. 
One  means  of  changing  the  fpirit  was,  by  taking 
meafures  to  flop  that  fpreading  population  which  was 
fo  alarming  to  this  country,  by  the  crown  making 
no  fur  ther  grants  of  land.  But  this,  he  faid,' would 
by  no  means  anfwer  the  purpofe,  there  being  alrea¬ 
dy  fo  much  unfettled  land  in  private  hands,  as  would 
afford  (cope  fgr  an  immenfe  future  population,  and 
the  numerous  bodies  which  could  obtain  no  fettled 
habitation,  would  become  hordes  of  Englifh  Tartars, 
which  would  be  in  time  formidable  to  the  fixed  refi- 
dents.  He  called  this  projeft  hedging  dri  popu-^ 
lation,”  and  pronounced  it  to  be  neither  prudent  nor 
practicable.  -  ^  •  ,  .  .  , 

A  more  direCt  way  of  breaking  their  fpirit  would 
be  to  impoverilh  them,  by  arrefting  the  noble  courfe 
of  their  maririe  enterprizes.  This,  he  faid,  v/as  no 
more  than  the  old,  and,  as  he  thought,  the  explod- 
ed  problem  of  tyranny,  which  propofes  to  bes’gar 
its  fubjeCts  into  fubmillion.  But  nature  ftill  proeWs 
in  her  ordinary  courfe,  and  difeontent  will  'increafe 
with  mifery ;  and  there  are  critical  moments,  in  the 
fortune  of  allftates,  when  they  ^ho  are  too  weak  to 
contribute  to  our  profperity,  may  be  ftrong  enoup^H 
to  complete  our  ruin.  The  temper  and  character 
which  prevailed  in  the  Colonies,  he  thought  unaltera¬ 
ble  by  any  human  art,  neither  the  natural  nor  moral 
caufes  could  be  changed. 


As 
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x\s  to  the  fecond  mode  of  proceeding,  to  profecute 
this  Ipirit  in  its  overt  afts  as  criminal ;  he  knev/,  he 
faid,  of  no  method  of  drawing  up  an  indiftment 
againft  a  whole  people  ;  and  in  a  quarrel  among  the 
component  parts  of  a  great  poli  tical  union  of  commu¬ 
nities,  nothing  could  be  more  completely  imprudent, 
than  for  the  head  of  the  empire  to  inGtt,  that  if  any 
privilege  is  pleaded  againft  his  will  or  his  adls,  that 
his  whole  authority  is  denied,  inftantly  to  proclaim 
rebellion,  to  beat  to  arms,  and  to  put  the  offending 
provinces  under  the  ban.  Such  conduct  may  teach 
tl>e  provinces,  that  the  government  againft  which  a 
claim  of  liberty  is  tantamount  to  high-treafon,  is  a 
government  in  which  fubmiflion  is  equivalent  to  fla- 
very.  If  then  the  removal  of  the  caufes  of  this  fpirit 
be  for  the  greater  part,  or  rather  entirely,  of  Ame¬ 
rican  liberty,  impracticable;  if  the  ideas  of  cri¬ 
minal  procefs  be  inapplicable,  or  if  applicable,  are 
in  the  higheft  degree  inexpedient,  what  way  yet  re¬ 
mains?  No  way  is  open  but  the  third  and  laft,  to 
comply  with  the  American  fpirit  as  neceffary,  or,  if 
you  pleafe,  to  fubmit  to  it  as  a  neceffary  evil.  It  is 
not  what  a  lawyer  tells  me  I  may  do,  but  what  hu¬ 
manity,  reafon,  and  juftice  tells  me  I  ought  to  do. 
Of  what  avail  are  titles  and  arms,  when  the  reafon 
of  the  thing  tells  me,  th^^f  the  aflertion  of  my  title 
is  the  lofs  of  my  fuit ;  and  that  I  could  do  nothing 
but  wound  myfelf  with  the  ufe  of  my  own  weapons  ? 
The  general  charaCler  and  fituation  of  a  people  muft 
determine  what  fort  of  government  is  fitted  for 
them. 

He  urged,  with  great  force  of  reafoning,  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  legifiature  in  early  times  towards  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  the  principality  of  Wales,  and 
the  county  Palatine  of  Chefter ;  and  contended,  that 
the  lame  principles  which  aCtuated  our  anceftors  in 
their  conduct:  towards  thofe  countries  ftiould  govern 
us  in  our  treatment  of  America.  It  was  not,”  faid 
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he,  Englifli  arms,  but  the  Englifh  coniVitiitlori 
that  conquered  Ireland  ;  it  was  the  vital  fubftance  of 
free  government  in  that  kingdom.”  Wales,  before 
it  partook  of  thofe  common  rights,  rode  this  king¬ 
dom  like  an  incubus.  That  principality  was  an  un¬ 
profitable  and  oppreflive  burden.  Our  anceftors  at 
length  found,  that  laws  made  againfi:  a  whole  nation, 
were  not  the  moft  effedual  methods  for  fecuring  its 
obedience;  Wales,  therefore,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  became  poflefTed  of  all  the  rights  and 
.privileges  of  Englifh  fubjefts.  About  the  fame  time 
the  county  Palatine  of  Chefter  obtained  the  fame  re¬ 
lief,  in  confequence  of  a  petition  prefented  to  the 
King,  which  let  forth,  that  for  want  of  being  re- 
prefented  in  parliament,  the  inhabitants  of  that  coun¬ 
try  had  been  oftentimes  touched  and  grieved  with 
ads  and  ftatutes  made  within  the  court  of  parliament, 
as  well  derogatory  unto  the  moft  ancient  jurifdidi- 
ons,  liberties  and  privileges  of  their  county  Palatine,  - 
as  prejudicial  to  the  common-wealth,  quietnefs,  reft, 
and  peace  of  your  Grace’s  moft  bounden  fubjeds  in¬ 
habiting  within  the  fame.”  Parliament,  he  obferv- 
ed,  fo  far  from  being  offended  at  the  free  ftyle  of 
this  petition,  made  the  expreffions  ufed  therein,  the 
very  preamble  to  their  ad  of  redrefs,  and  conlhcrat- 
ed  its  principle  to  all  ages  in  the  fanduary  of  legifla- 
tion.  Thus  was  Chefter,  which  had  been  littl^  leis 
diftempered  than  Wales,  cured  by  the  fame  remedy, 
which  demonftrates  that  freedom,  and  not  fervitudo, 
is  the  cure  of  anarchy,  as  religion,  and  not  atheifm, 
is  the  true  remedy  for  fuperftition^. 

The 

t 

■  j  the  beginning  of  the  next  feffions  Mr.  Burke  offered  to  the 
confideraiion  of  parliament  another  bill,  which  aimed  at  coin- 
pollng  the  troubles  and  quieting  the  minds  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjea* 
iji  America.  This  plan  of  conciliation  was  touaded  on  that  iinpor- 
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The  grand  ftimulus  for  coercive  rheafures  with 
America  was,  the  full  affurance  which  was  entertain¬ 
ed  by  many,  that  the  Colonies  would  go  farthej*. 
That  with  their  increafing  ilrength  they  would  in- 
creafe  ^  their  difeontents,  until  they  difclaimed  all 
fubordination.  Now  although  the  idea  of  a  perpetu  ¬ 
al  minority  might  have  been  treated  as  a  chimera^ 
engendered  by  pride  upon  felfifhnefs,  yet  our  orator 
knew  too  well  the  difpofition  of  his  audience  to  com¬ 
bat  that  feritiment,  he  therefore  paffed  over  fuperfi- 
cially  a  point,  which  it  was  dangerous  to  difeufs  fully. 

The  fyftem  of  Colony  government,  which  this 
able  ftatefman  had  formed,  was  a  very  effcntial  point 

analagous 

tant  law  pafTed  in  the  reigri  of  Edward  the  Firft,  known  by  the 
name  of  Statu  turn  de  allagio  non  concedendo..  He  fhewed  the 
finiilarity  of  the  ancient  difputesthat  arofe  between  the  kings  and 
the  people  of  England  on  the  fubjed  of  taxation,  to  thofe  now 
fubfifling  between  the  parliament  and  the  natives  of  America  j  that 
the  claim  of  fovereignty  was  the  fame  in  both  inftances,’  and  the 
evils  which  were  effectually  removed  by  the  ffatute  de  tallagio^ 
correfponded  exactly  with  thofe  which  hispropofed  bill  was  in¬ 
tended  to  remedy.  That  parliament  had  happily  a  precedent  of 
the  firfl  authority  to  ferve  as  a  guide  to  their  conduct.  The  kings 
of  England  formerly  contended,  tliat  the  crown,  being  charged 
v/ith  the  public  defence,  mult  be  furnifiied  alfo  with  the  means  of 
providing  fork.  That  it  would  be  abfr.rd  to  commit  a  truft  into 
the  hands  of  oneperfon,  and  to  leave  the  power  of  executing  it  to 
depend  upon  the  will  of  another.  But  notwithftanding  the  force 
of  this  argument  and  the  allurements  of  the  claim,  one  of  the 
greateft  and  wifeft  of  our  monarchs,  by  an  exprefs  and  pofitive 
a6t,  cut  off  from  the  fovereign  power  the  right  of  taxing.  To  this 
conceffion,  hefaid,  In  all  human  probability,  the  prefervation  ot 
the  other  branches  of  the  perogative  was  owing.  The  law  was 
abfolutelv  filent  about  the  right,  and  confined  itfelf  to  give  fatisfac- 
tion  in  future,  and  has  ever  fince  been  the  foundation  of  the  unity 
and  happinefs  of  England.  This  bill,  tho’ rejed^ed,  wa^  fnpport- 
ed  by  a  larger  number  than  any  other  propofal  made  by  the  nuco- 
lity  refpe^ting  America,  tlie  number  being  210  to  105. 
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anaiagous  to  that  which  had  been  bamed  by  Lord 
Chatiaam.  Each  renounced  the  idea  of  America  be¬ 
ing  feprefented  in  theBdtifii  parliament.  Mr.  Burke’s 
plan  went  to  repealing  only  one  of  the  eight  adfsoF 
parliament  propofed  by  the  noble  Earl  in  the  other 
rioufe,  but  v/ithhim  it  urged  the  necellity  of  repeal¬ 
ing  all  the  adts  refpedfing  America  wifich  had  pafTed 
in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  the  Quebec  ad  ex-  ' 
cefCted ;  to  regulate  the  Courts  of  Admiralty ;  and 
drat  the  Judges  Ihould  be  paid  by  the  affemblies,  and 
hold  their  polls  during  good  behavionr.  The  bafis 
on  which  the  whole  fabric  relied,  was  the  mode  by 
which  a  revenue  lliould  be  raifed.  Mr.  Burke  pre^ 
pfed,  that  all  grants  or  aids  to  Great  Britain  rnade. 
by  America,  fhould  be  by  relblutions  in  their  general 
allemblies;  the  readinefs  of  thofe  affemblies,  to  grant 

an  equitable  fupply  for  the  exigencies  of  the  ffate  he 

inferred  from  the  free  grants  which  they  had  at 
fundry  times  made  of  large  fubfidies,  according  to 
their  abilities.  All  thefe  refolutions  were  reieded  bv 
a  great  majority.  ^ 

Mr.  Burke  appealed  to  the  public,  by  printing  hk 
Ipeech ;  tne  public  read>  admired,  and  forgot  it  ^  In 
fliort,  pollerity  alone  is  qualified  to  decide  upon  the 
merits  of  a  politician  who  attempts  to  reafon  down 

tne  pride  of  empire,  and  to  perfuade  a  warlike  people 
to  yield,  when  they  imagine  themfelves  able  to  dic- 
tate.  Nooratoreverfuc«ededin  a  caufe  wherein  ir 
was  impoffible  for  him  to  engage  fome  adive  paffion 
of  the  human  foul  in  his  intereft  ^  ^ 

Whilft  the  important  difpute  with  America  caufed 
warm  debates  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  great- 
y  divided  the  nation,  a  variety  of  publications  iffued 
from  the  prefs,  in  fome  of  which  the  condud  of  go^ 
vernment  was  defended  with  great  zeal,  and  in  o  hers 
as  warmly  attacked,  fometimes  wilh  argiimem 
fomemnes  by  ridicule,  and  not  unfreq-uently  with 

^bufe. 
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abufe.  Indeed  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  prevailed  irf 
Its  full  extent.  *  The  miniftry,  inftead  of  punifhing' 
abufive  writers,  retained  in  their  pay  fuch  as  were  ve¬ 
ry  eminent  for  that  qualification,  it  having  been 
thought  more  ferviceable  to  the  caufe  ofgo  vernment 
to  bear  down  fcurrility,  than  to  profecute  delinquents; 
in  the  courts  of  law.  To  reftrain  the  licentioufiTefs  of 
the  prefs  ufed' to  be  deemed  neceffary  by  minifters, 
but  now  a  different  kind  of  condudl  is  adopted  the 
abufe  of  the  prefs  is  winked  at,  is  even  countenanced^^ 
and  an  ufeful  purpofe  is  anfwered  to  government 
thereby :  the  natural  attachment  which  mankind  feels 
to  order  and  decorum,  caufe  men  of  fenfe  and  influ¬ 
ence  to  bedifgufted  at  the  abufe  and  illiberality  vi^hicb 
is  poured  out,'  and  the  forbearance  of  government  is 
conftrued  into  moderation,  when  perhaps  their  own 
emiflaries  acc  the  delinquents'^. 

The  moft  able  and  refpeftabie  advocate  for  govern-, 
ment,  was  a  writer  who  had  fpent  a  long  courfe  of 
years  in  literary  purfuits,  no  lefs  laborious  to  himfelf 
than  beneficial  to  mankind,  and  who  was  at  length, 
by  the  well-diredted  bounty  of  his  Sovereign,  refeued 
from  thofe  uneafy  fenfations,  which  mufl:  prey  up¬ 
on  a  man  of  genius,  who  is  compelled  to  make  writ¬ 
ing  a  profeflionf .  This  geritiernan  had  ever  avow¬ 
ed 

<  t  . 

♦  In  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Second,  the  printer 
of  the  Crafttman  was  taken  up  for  publiihing  two  letters,  which 
were  written  by  lord  Bolingbroke,  in  the  firdof  which  he  paffed 
great  encon^iums  upon  Edward  the  Third,-  interfperfed  with  fomo 
oblique  hints,  which  were  conftrued  into  libels  agamft  the,  govern¬ 
ment:  and  in  the  fecond,  he  drew  the  character  of  Richard  the 
Second,  in  a  manner  which  was  fuppafed  ta  ednvey  the  fame 
meaning ;  but  the  affair  was  fuffered  to  die  away.  This  will,  how¬ 
ever,  ferve  to  fhew  the  great  increafe  in  tlie  licenfe  of  the  prefs 
in  the  courfe  of  about  forty  years. 

f  Dr.  Johnfon  feelingly  deferibes  fuch  a  fitnation,  in  the  admi¬ 
rable  preface  which  he  has  written  to  hhiDi^ionary  of  theEnglifh 
language. 
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fed  his  political  fentiments,  which  led  him  to  bcftrong- 
ly  attached  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  and  to  treat  with 
afperity  the  conduft  of  the  legiflature  towards  that 
family  ;  but  he  had  at  length,  like  many  others  who 
held  the  fame  principles,  transferred  his  loyalty  to  the 
Brunfwick  line  :  it  was  therefore  in  the  integrity  of 
his  heart  that  he  undertook  a  defence  of  American 
taxation  from  the  imputation  of  tyranny.  In  this 
piece  he  defended  the  doctrine  of  Colony  fubordina- 
tionupon  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  ^  main¬ 
tained  that  the  Golonifts,  by  their  fituation,  became 
polTeffed  of  fuch  advantages  ^s  were  more  than  equi¬ 
valent  to  their  right  of  voting  for  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  t  he  ridiculed  the  diftindion  made  be¬ 
tween  iriternal  taxation  and  commercial  regulations, 

-  and  argued,  that  as  the  parliament  may  enad  for 
America  a  law  of  capital  punifhment,  it  may  there¬ 
fore  eftablifh  a  mode  and  proportion  of  taxation. 

This  work  was  publifhed  about  the  time  that  Mr. 
Burke  delivered  his  celebrated  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  It  is  to  the  honour  of  human  nature  to 
^  have  it  remarked,  that  thefe  two  contemporaries, 
diftingififhed  in  the  higheft  degree  for  the  univeriali- 
ty  of  their  knowledge  and  learning,  as  well  as  for  , 
the  elevation  of  their  genius,  who,  notwithftanding 
they  were  ftrenuous  fupporters,  from  principle,  of 
very  oppofite  political  fentiments,  at  the  very  time 
when  thefe  points  were  warmly  difcufied,  and  the 
zeal  of  the  difputants  frequently  drew  forth  invedive 
and  fierce  recrimination,  yet  lived  in  habits  of  flrid 
friendlbip,  and  knew  how  to  enjoy  the  feaft  of 
reafon  and  the  flow  of  foul”  amidll  the  tempeft  of 
civil  contentions.  A  glorious  triumph  over  thole 
weaknefles  which  the  human  mind  is  too  much  fuf- 
ceptible  of,  even  when  under  the  government  of  ,a 
found  underftanding! 

0^  Neither 
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Neither  fhould  the  hiftorian  who  records  the  tranf- 
actions  of  tnefe  times,  omit  to  take  notice  of  the 
dihnterefted  condud  of  a  young  nobleman  in  this  un¬ 
happy  ddpute.  In  all  queftions  concerning  the  ^o- 
vernment  of  America  which  came  before  the  Houfe 

^’iflion  of  parliament,  the  Earl 
ot  Effingham  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  meafures  adopt- 
ed  by  the  majority.  Although  the  fortune  which  he 
inherited  was  not  ample,  yet  his  defcent  wasas  illuf^ 
tnous  as  any  peer  of  Great  Britain  :  one  of  the  elder 
branches  of  his  family  commanded  the  Englifli  fleet 
t.iat  was  oppofed  to  the  Spanifli  Armada  in  icSS, 
from  which  period  a  martial  fpirit  prevailed  in  moft 
of  tue  defendants  from  this  noble  blood  of  the 
Howards.  Like  his  father  and  grandfather  he  was 
led  to  arms,  and  in  his  early  manhood  difcovered  a 
|frong  attachment  to  his  profefllon.  An  earneft  de- 
fire  to  become  a  pradical  foldier  led  him,  when  the 
war  between  Ruflia  and  the  Porte  had  broke  out,  to 
ferve  as  a  volunteer  in  the  army  of  the  former  power. 
The  re-eftablifhment  of  peace  reftored  his  lordfhip  to 
his  country,  when  he  gave  a  public  teftimony  of  his 
political  principles,  by  figning  the  proteft  which  was 
entered  on  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on 
pafling  the  ad  Tor  regulating  the  government  of 
Matfachufett  s  Ba)o^  The  twenty-fecond.  regiment 
of  foot,  in  which  he  held  a  captain’s  commillion,  be¬ 
ing  at  length  ordered  to  America,  he  conceived  his 
profefllon  of  a  foldier  no  longer  compatible  with  his 
duty  as  a  citizen,  he  therefore  wrote  a  letter  of  re- 
fignation  to  the  fecretaty  at  war.  “  It  is,  faid  he, 
when  addreffing  his  peers,  no  fmall  facrifice  which  a 
man  makes  who  gives  up  his  profefllon,  but  it  is  a 
much  greater,  when  a  prediledion  ftrengthened  by 
liabit,  has  given  him  fo  flrong  an  attachment  to  his 
profefllon  as  I  feel j  I  have,  however,  this  confolati- 
on,  that  by  making  the  facrifice,  I  at  leaf!  give  to 
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my  country  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  finceritv  of 
rny  principles.”*  The  cities  of  London  and  Dublin’ 
voted  their  thanks  to  his  lordlhip  for  this  noble  conduct. 

The  bufmefs  of  finance  clofed  the  i’eilion.  The 
amount  of  the  fupplics  for  the  year  1775  was 
4,307,450/.  and  a  million  of  three  per  cent,  annuities 
was  paid  off  at  88  per  cent,  'f  1,250,000/.  exchequer 
bills  were  difcharged,  and  new  ones  to  an  equal 
amount  ilfued.  The  land-tax  was  continued  at  three 
fhillings  in  the  pound,  and  the  total  of  ways  and 
iiicans,  exclufive  of  exchequer  bills,  but  including  the 
million  ofthenationaldebt  difcharged,  was  5309246/.;!; 

His 


*  Speech  in  the  Hoiffe of  Lor^s,  May  18,-1775. 

•f*  I'he  Earl  of  Stair  ftates,  that  the  new  debts  contracted  in 
the  years  I774  and  1775,  which  were  not  funded,  exceeded  the 
debts  difcharged,  by  274,870  1.  See  his  Ohfer^'ations  on  the  flute 
of  the  Nation. 

X  The  expence  of  18,000  Teamen,  building  and 
repairing  fhips  and  ordinary  of  navy 
Ordinaries  and  extraordinaries  of  ordnance 


Army,  amounting  to  17,547  landmen  and  4,383  in¬ 
valids  -  — - 

Mifccllaneous  fervices  - - 


1,674,059 

260,807 


Further  deficiency  in  the  gold  coin,  extras  of  mint, 
and  further  expence  of  coinage 

A  deficiency  upon  land  and  malt  - - 

Ditto  of  grants  in  1774  - - 

Ditto  fund,  three  and  i -half  per  cent.  1758 


1,597,051 

85,172 

81,387 
451,000 
1 12,528 

.  4544^ 


4,307,450 


The  balance  arlfing  from  the  finking  fund  to  the  5th  of 

January,  1775,  was  — - 

The  quarter  ending  5th  of  April  '  - - 

The  growing  produce  was  appropriated  to  the 
amount  of  — —  — 

Profit  on  a  lottery  - -  - - 

'rhe  fale  of  the  ceded  Mands  at  length  yielded 
French  prize  money  17,000!.  and  American  revenue 

15,000!.  ,  - ^  . 

Thcfurplus  of  ways  and  means  wa.s  calculated  at 


1 1,239 
884,447 

1 ,904,3 1 3 
1  56jOC(> 
50,000 


32,000 

122,793 
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'  His  Majtfly  put  an  end  to  the  leilion  on  the  26th 
of  May. 

The  conteft  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo¬ 
nies  was  novv'’  unavoidably  to  be  decided  by  the  fword^ 
and  the  attention  of  all  Europe  was  drawn  to  a  dif“ 
pute  fo  new  m  its  nature  and  important  in  its  confe- 
quences.  T.  he  pre-eminence  which  this  country  had 
gained  over  all  other  ftates,  could  not  be  beheld, 
even  by  her  allies,  without  fome  degree  of  envy, 
but  to  thofe  powers  in  whom  a  preferiptive  rivaKhip 
and  ill-will  fubfilted,  it  was  beheld  with  impatience. 
This  rupture  therefore  was  attended  towiththemoft 
interefted  eagernefs,  and  the  wifhes  of  all  Europe,  if 
we  except  forne  German  principalities,  may  be  faid 
to  liave  been  favourable  to  the  caufe  of  America. 
The  Baron  de  Montefquieu,  whom  the  paft  age  re¬ 
ceived  as  an  oracle,  and  whom  fome  living  writers 
of  our  own  nation  ^  confider  as  a  fancfful  politician, 
remarks,  that  “  fuch  powers  as  are  eftablifhed  by 
commerce,  may  fubfift  for  a  long  feries  of  years  in 
their  humble  condition,  but  their  grandeur  is  of  Ibort 
duration.  They  rile  by  littie  and  little,  and  in  an  ' 
imperceptible  manner,  for  they  do  not  perform  any 
great  exploit  v/hich  may  make  a  noife  and  fignalize' 
their  power  ;  but  when  they  have  once  raifed  them- 
felves  to  fo  exalted  a  pitch  that  it  is  i'mpoilible  but  all 
rn lift  fee  them,  every  one  endeavours  to  deprive  fuch 
a  nation  of  an  advantage  which  they  had  fnafehed  as 
it  were  fi  om  the  reft  of  the  w'orld.”  A  defire  of  fee¬ 
ing  a  haughty  nation  humbled  might  therefore  tend 
more  to  promote  this  difpofition,  than  an  attention 
to  the  merits  of  the  caufe. ^ 

CHAR 

Dr.  Johr.fop,  Mr.  Gibb  on.' 

f  An  Englifli  gentleman  who  travelled  with  a  young  noble¬ 
man  ot  high  rank,  being  introduced  to  the  King  ot  Prufiia  at  Sam- 
th'4t  Prince  entered  into  a  converration  upon  the  Itate  of 

affairs 


t 


/ 


m 


[  221  ] 

,  C  HAP.,  II. 

Remarks  on  the  prevailing  Difpofition  of  America  Allion 
at  Lexington — Second  Sejfion  of  the  Congrefs  ABion  at 
Bunker' s-HiU — Ticonderoga  and  Crcrwnpoint  f  ihdued— 
^ranjport-vejjels  taken  by  the  Americans  Meeting  of 
Parliament — Vafi  army  voted — Bill  of  Indemnity  brought 
ifi — Sentiments  delivered  concerning  the  Prerogatives  of 
the  Crown — Petition  from  the  Province  of  JSl ova  Scotia 
— Prohibitory  Aa—l^reaties  mth  German  Princes — 
7* roops  dr  awn  from  Ireland — Animadverfion  on  the  Mea- 
Jure  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons — ASl  for  the  Employment 
of  foreign  Seamen  in  the  Navy  and  Merchants  Service-^ 
State  of  Oppojition  and  the  Obje^s  of  its  purfuit  during 
ihefejfm — Finances  for  1776. 

IN  this  ftate  of  the  American  difpute,  we  would 
wifh  to  be  indulged  in  making  two  remarks. 
The  parliamentary  regulations  which  had  been  made 

affairs  between  Gteat  Britain  and  her  CoJonle?.  He  obferved, 
that  it  was  a  difficult  thing  to  govern  men  by  force  at  fuch  a  dis¬ 
tance  ;  that  if  the  Americans  Ihould  be  beaten,  (which  appeared 
a  little  problematical)  ftillit  would  be  next  to  impoifible  to  conti¬ 
nue  to  draw  from  them  a  revenue  by  taxation — that  if  we  intend¬ 
ed  conciliation  with  America,  fome  of  our  meafures  were  too 
rough  ;  and  if  we  intended  its  fubjeftion  they  were  too  gentle. 
He  concluded,  by  faying,  Enjin  Mejfieursy  je  ne  tomprehends  pns 
ces  chaps  la  ^  je  nai  paint  d&  cohnie  ;  fefpere  que  <vqus  ^vous  tirere-z 
hlen  d'nffairey  mais  elle  me  pnroit  un  peu  epineufe. 

The  famo  writer  informs  us,  that  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  in 
general  they  favoured  America,  butfhewed  more  moderation  than 
in  other  pans  of  the  continent.  The  Emperor,  when  fome  per- 
fbn  afleed  him  which  fide  he  favoured,  replied  very  ingenioufly, 
fefuis  par  metier  toy  alt  ft  e.  Moor  s  T'ra^j  els  ^  Vol.  \\.  p.  2\z  and 
436.  See  alfo  Wraxal’s  Travels,  for  the  fentiments  of  the  Swedes 
upon  this  lubje^l. 


”1 
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for  die  government  of  Maffachufett’s  Bay,  in 

earn  ^774,  not  having  been 

earned  into  effed,  from  the  violent  oppofition 

inftdmi  ^  of  government  i  and  the  civil 

mftdutions  which  their  charter  had  eltablilhed, 
bang  thereby  abrogated,  all  the  funftions  of  legr 
authority  were  immediately  fufpended.  No  govSr'- 
nor  prefiued,  no  council  alfembled,  no  Judges  inter¬ 
preted  the  law,  no  inferior  officers  exaaed  anobfer- 
vance  of  it.  ^  In  luch  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  it  was  to 
expected  tnat  the  perfons  and  property  of  indivi- 

ua  s  would  be  expoled  to  the  depredations  of  lawlefs 
mifcreants,  who  are  to  be  found  in  greater  or  lefs 
numbers  in  every  ftate,  who  by  their  crimes  difgrace 
humanity  difturb  the  peace  of  fociety,  and  draw 
down  tne  (everity  of  the  laws.  But  though  the  fuf- 
pen  ion  of  magiftracy  gave  the  needy  and  unprinci¬ 
pled  a  licence  to  do  what  was  right  in  their  own  eyes 
every  one  remained  fafe  and  unmolefted.  This  Co¬ 
lony  had  ever  been  charaiSferized  for  an  intolerant 
Ipirit  in  religion,  and  now  ffiood  accufed  of  rebellion 
againlt  the  parent  ftate,  but  its  manners  feem  to 
have  rernained  uncorrupted,  infomuch  that  in  the 
courle  of  eighteen  years,  it  is  faid,  that  only  one  cri- 
minal  has  been  executed  in  the  province.  However 
we  may  ablior  traitors,  we  cannot  but  admire  fuch 
iinexaiTipled  internal  decorum  ! 

Althougn  defertion  had  now  fpread  over  the 
American  continent,  yet  two  deferiptions  of  men 
mignt  aaye  been  expelled  to  withftand  the  general 
contagion,  at  leaft  utterly  to  renounce  the  idea  of 
^king  up  arms  againft  Great  Britain^  namely,  the 
Quakers  from  principles  of  religion ;  and  fuch  mili¬ 
tary  men  who  were  natives  of  the  Britifh  ifles,  but 
who  had  fettled  in  America  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
lafi;  war  in  confiderabie  numbers  :  but  the  contrary 
proved  to  be  the  faCl.  Many  of  the  younger  Qua¬ 
kers  in  Philadelphia  formed  themlelves  into  volunteer 

companie^i, 


I 
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companies,  and  the  Britifh  officers  forgetting  that 
doctrine  of  fubmiffion  and  fubordination  which  they 
had  imbibed  with  their  tallies,  took  an  active  part 
with  the  Arnericans,  and  rendered  the  moft  eflential 
fervicc  to  their  caufe,  by  forming  their  hufbandmen 

into  foldiers. 

Congrefs  now  fought  to  procure  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  for  the  infurgents,  and  as  a  royal  proclamation 
had  been  iffued,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  fuch 
articles  from  Britain,  the  public  magazines  were  for¬ 
cibly  feized  upon  in  many  places.  Mills  were  con- 
ftrufted  and  manufadures  eftabliflied  in  Pennfylva- 
nia  and  Virginia,  for  making  gun-powder,  and  Ame¬ 
rican  vefi’els  vifited  the  feveral  European  ports  frorn 
Cadiz  even  to  Hamburgh.  .This  aftivity  was  unre¬ 
mitted,  whilft  the  antipathy  which  fublifted  between 
the  King’s  troops  at  Bofton  ahd  the  provincials,  was 
daily-  increafing,  and  foreboded  fpeedy  hoftilities. 
Occafions  for  fkirmifhes  were  frequent,  but  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  pretend,  that  they  caiitioufly  avoided  commit¬ 
ting  the  firll  aft  of  open  hoffility.  They  confidered 
themfelves  as  juftified  in  taking  up  arms,  for  the 
purpofe  of  felf-defence,  but  difclaimed  alldefign  of 
attacking  the  King’s  troops.  Whilit  they  obferved 
this  diiVmftion,  they  contended,  that  according  to 
the  Englifhconftitution,  they  were  not  in  a  ftate  of 
rebellion,  or  levelling  war  againft  the  King.*  Which 
fide  was  the  firft  aggreffor  in  the  affair  at  Lexing¬ 
ton, f  iwliere  a  detachment  of  regulars 'attempting 
to  feize  fome  cannon  and  ammunition,  a  Biarp  en¬ 
gagement  enfued)  every  man  will  decide  upon  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  political  attachments,  for  both  parties 

difolaimit.  However,  this  aftion  in  its  courequen- 

(  ces 

*  Sir  William  Blackflone  fays,  that  “  in  cafe  of  national  op- 
preffion,  the  nation  has  very  juftifiably  rifen,  as  one  man,  to  viii- 
dicaie  the  original  compact  between  the  King  and  the  people.’ 
Commentariesy  Book  IV.  Chap.  VI. 

t  April  19,  1775. 
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CCS  tended  to  beat  up  all  America  tq  arms.  Congrefs 

betng  foon  after  realTenibled,  (no'twithftanding  the 

mencan  fecretary  had  written  circular  letters  to 

each  Colony  forbidding  it  in  the  King’s  name,  and 

tinder  pain  of  his  dlfpleafure,  to  eleifl  deputies  for  the 
next  general  Congrefs)  now  began  tq  alfume  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  powers  of  government,  and  appointed  Mr 
George  Walhington,  G  native  of  Virginia,  and  pof- 
fefled  of  landed  property  there  to  the  amount  of 
5000!.  per  annum,  commander  in  chief  of  their  for- 
ces.  This  gentleman  had  been  trained  to  arms 
tiom  his  youth  ;  but  fcv/  opportunities  had  occurred 
in  which  1-iC  could  gain  military  renown.  His  firft 
exploit  inarms,  about  tlie  year  1754,  proved  unfor¬ 
tunate,  but  not  difgraceful.  The  Americans  ef- 
teemed  the  man,  becaufe  they  believed  him  to  be  as 
much  diilinguifhed  by  his  perlbnal  virtues  and  talents^ 
as  by  his  fortune.  '' 


Fwent}/  ihoufand  Provincials  in  arms  now  hem¬ 
med  in  the  king’s  troops  at  Bofton,  and  although 
large  reinforcements  from  England  and  Ireland  aiv 
rived  about  this  time,  with  which  came  the  Generals 
Howe  Burgoyne  and  Clinton,  yet  it  was  found  im! 
pofliole  to  extricate  the  army  from  this  difgraceful 
blockade.  The  daring  attemjX  of  a  party  of  Ame¬ 
ricans,  iheaded  by  a  Dr.  Warren,  to  fortify  an  emi¬ 
nence  vvhicn  commanded  the  town,  brought  on  the 
fatal  adtion  of  Bunker’s-hilJ,  where  victory  was 
dearly  bought,  with  the  lives  of  many  yeteran  offi¬ 
cers  *  General  Howe,  .who  led  the  attack,  was  al- 
mclt  the  oniy  officer  who  remained  unhurt,  although 
in  the  hondf  of  the  aaion,  and  with  numbers  con- 
fu  tailing  behde  him.  The  Britilli  troops,  train¬ 
ed  to  diicipime  and  inured  to  lervice,  twice  retreat¬ 
ed  b-feca  bodypfpeafants,  who  then,  for  the  fir  ft 
taced  an  enemy.  The  undaunted  courage  of 
tne  General,  which  was  v/ell  feconded  by  his  officers, 

retrieved 

♦  June  17,  1775. 
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retrieved  the  fortune  of  the  day.  Warren,  the 
America  leader,  was  killed  in  the  aiflion.  Charlef- 
town,  which  ftood  on  the  northern  peninfula,  at  the 
entrance  of  Bofton-bay,  and  confifted  of  400  houfes, 
was  unfortunately  reduced  to  afhes.  The  manner 
in  which  this  poll  was  attacked  has  been  much  cen- 
fured:  had  the  troops  been  landed  on  the  ifthmus, 
near  the  tov/n  of  Carnbridge,  the  American  works, 
it  has  been  laid,  might  have  been  more  eafily  forced, 
and  their  retreat  effectually  cut  off :  but  Putnam  lay 
with  a  confiderable  force  at  a  fmall  diftance,  which 
probably  determined  the  general  againft  this  mode 
of  attack.  On  the  other  hand,  the  American  genp^ 
ral  is  equally  cenfured '  for  not  marching  his  men  to 
.  Support  the  party  on  Bunker’s  Hill. 

The  important  forts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Grown- 
point,  the  former  of  wliich,  when  poffeffed  by  the 
French,  had  withftood  the  attack  of  a  large  army, 
were  now  furprized  and  talfen  by  a  body  of  American 
volunteers,  formed  in  the  back  fettlements,  and 
commanded  by  a  Colonel  Eafton,  and  a  Colonel 
Ethan  Allen ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  either  of 
thefe  partifans  acted  under  commiffions  from  Con- 
greCs. 

It  now  became  necefTary  for  Congrefs  to  provide 
the  means  of  paying  the  troops  which  were  raifed, 
and  to  defray  the  other  expences  of  the  war  ;  and  as 
no  fpeciecould  be  obtained,  the  little  which  was  in 
circulation,  being  immediately  fecreted  upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  troubles,  no  other  refource  was 
left  but  to  iffue  a  large  paper  currency,  for  the  re¬ 
demption  of  v/hich  the  delegates  of  each  Province  in 
Congrefs  bound  their  conftituents.  Such  a  mode  of 
providing  for  the  exigencies  of  the  timks,  required 
that  a  general  confidence  iTiould  be  placed  in  the  fe- 
cuiity:  public^fpirit  will  often  lead  men  to  rifk  their 

perfons 
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perfons  rather  than  their  property,  befides  the  eaft- 
fiefs  with  which  thefe  notes  could  be  imitated,  expof- 
cd  the  new  dates  to  great  inconveniencies  from  for¬ 
geries. 

The  title  of  The  United  Colonies  of  America,’^ 
was  then  alTumed,  the  Congrefs  declared,  that  the 
compadt  betwen  the  legiftature  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  people  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay  wasdiflblved,  by  the 
violation  of  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary  on  the 
part  of  England,  and  therefore  recommended  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  province  to  eledt  proper  olScers  of 
date,  agreeable  to  the  powers  which  they  poffeifed 
by  their  charter.  Hancock,  a  Bodonian  of  great 
wealth  and  influence,  was  chofen  Prefident  of  the 
Congrefs,  whild  a  proclamation  by  General  Gage 
excepted  him  and  Samuel  Adams  from  that  general 
offer  of  pardon  which  was  made  to  all  others.  The 
feeble  colony  of  Georgia  foon  after  joined  the  confe¬ 
deracy,  and  fent  five  deputies  to  Congrefs,  upon 
which  the  name  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  of 
America  was  alTiuned. 

Notwithdanding  the  Americans  appeared  thus  for¬ 
midable,  yet  they  were  adfually  very  ill  provided 
with  arms  and  ammunition*,  whild  the  mod  ample 
fupplies  were  fhippedi  in  England  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Britifh  army  ^  but  the  tranlports  being  fent  out  un¬ 
armed,  and  hap)>ening  to  be  feparated  from  their 
convoy  by  a  gak  of  wind  on  the  American  coaft; 
many  of  them  were  captured  by  the  Provincial  cruif- 
ers,  without  being  able  to  make  any  defence.  So 
large  a  fupply  thus  eafily  obtained,  was  a  mod  im¬ 
portant  acquifition  to  the  Colonies.  It  was  not  to 

have 

^  If  is  afTerted,  that  there  had  been  a  time  when  the  American 
army  was  fa  deilitute  of  military  ftores,  as  not  to  have  powder 
enough  in  all  their  maga'/ines  to  furnifli  more  than  five  rounds  a 
man  for  their  fmall  arms,  without  any  fapply  for  their  great  gmns. 
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!iave  been  imagined,  that  by  fuch  an  ad  of  negii* 
gence  Great  Britain  Ihould  provide  her  revolted  fub- 
jeds  with  the  means  of  becoming  formidable.  In 
times  lefs  courteous  than  the  prelent,  fo  flagrant  a 
breach  of  duty,  produdive  of  fuch  confequences, 
would  have  occafioned  a  rigorous  parliamentary  en^- 
quiry  to  have  purfued  the  delinquents. 

The  endeavours  to  furnilh  the  army  with  frelh 
provifions  and  neceffaries  during  the  feverity  of  a  . 
North  American  winter,  were  equally  fruttrated,  by 
the  injudicious  manner  in  which  they  v/ere  exerted  ; 
for  though  5000  oxen  and  14,000  Iheep,  with  a  vaft 
number  of  hogs,  were  put  on  board  tranfports,  with 
vegetables  of  all  kinds,  and  in  vaft  abundance^ ; 
10,000  butts  of  beer  diftributed  among  this  fleet,  and 
5000  chaldron  of  coals,  yet  the  fleet  failed  fo  late  in 
the  feafon,  and  was  fo  buffetted  by  adverfe  winds, 
that  moft  of  the  live  ftock  perifhed  in  the  voyage,  and 

many  of  th^  tranfports  were  forced  on  the  American 
coaft  and  taken. 

The  two  houfes  of  parliament  aflembled  on  the  26th 
of  Odober,  1775.  The  fpeech  from  the  throne 
Ipokeof  the  revolt,  holtility,  and  rebellion  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  of  certain  perfons  in  the  Colonies  having  raifed 
troops,  colleded  a  naval  force,  feized  the  public  re¬ 
venue,  and  affumed  to  themfelves  legiflative,  exe¬ 
cutive,  and  judicial  powers,  which  they  exerci fed  in 
t  e  molt  arbitrary  manner  over  the  perfons  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  their  fellow-fubjeds.  It  fpoke  of  the  difpo- 
lition  of  parliament  during  the  laft  feffion,  as  wifhing 
rather  to  reclaim  than  to  fubdue.  His  Majefty  ex- 
prelied  his  anxiety  to  prevent,  if  it  had  been  poflible, 

the 


upwaTcis^of  and  vinegar,,  amounted  to 

p  Awards  ot  20,000 1.  Hay,  oats,  and  beans  for  a  fingle  regiment 
of  cavalry  amounted  10  nearly  as  much.  ^  regiment 

^  *  t 
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the  effufion  of  the  blQocJ  of  his  fubje£ls,  and  the  cala¬ 
mities  which  are  infeparable  from  a  ftate  of  war,  ftill 
.  hoping  that  his  people  in  America  would  have  dif- 
cerned  the  traitei  ous  views  of  their  leaders,  and  have 
been  convinced,  that  to  bea  fubjedof  Great  Britain, 
with  all  its  confequences,  is  to  be  the  freeft  member 
of  any  civil  fociety  in  the  known  world.  It  fpoke 
of  friendly  offers  which  had  been  made  of  foreign  af- 
fftance,  and  of  having  fent  to  Gibraltar  and  Port 
Mahan,  Hanoverian  troops  to  replace  fuch  Britifh  regi¬ 
men  ts  as  (liould  be  drawn  from  thence  for  the  Ame¬ 
rican  fervice.  It  fpoke  of  burdens  which  muft  be  in¬ 
evitably  laid  on  the  people  in  confequence  of  a  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  of  the  pacific  difpofition  of  European  pow¬ 
ers. 

The  manner  in  which  the  addrefs  was  carried  in 
both  houfes,  fhewed  that  mlniftry  ftill  poffelfed  a 
vaft  majority,  although  fome  individuals  had  deferted 
their  ftandard ;  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  in  this  day’s 
debate,  went  over  from  the  caufe  of  adminiftration, 
together  with  a  very  eloquent  and  able  prelate*.  A 
proteft,  figned  by  nineteen  peers,  was  entered  in  the 
journals  againft  the  addrefs,  which  was,  as  ufual, 
expreffive  of  the  moft  entire  concurrence  in  the  fen- 
timents  and  conduft  deferibed  in  the  fpeech. 

Soon  after,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  refigned  the  pri¬ 
vy  feal,  which  was  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
and  Lord  George  Germaine  fucceeded  the  Earl  in  the 
fecretaryfhip  for  the  American  department.  This 
nobleman,  defeended  from  the  noble  race  of  Sackville, 
Dukes  of  Dorfet,  and  uncle  to  the  prefent  Duke, 
had  fupported  the  ftamp  avft  under  Mr.  Grenville’s 
adminiftration,  and  now  exerted  his  abilities  to  en¬ 
force  American  taxation.  His  perfon  tall  and  dig¬ 
nified, 

*  Dr.  Hirchclift'e. 
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Bified,  added  force  to  a  manly  elocution :  his  ha¬ 
rangues  were  rather  argumentative  than  florid  :  witli-* 
out  reforting  to  theartifiaal  graces  of  oratory,  he  ad- 
dreffed  the  judgment ;  conftantly  confining  himfelf 
to  the  fubjedt  under  debate,  he  wasconcife;  and  as 
he  never  rofe  to  fpeak  but  upon  a  weighty  queftion, 
he  was  heard  with  attention,  and  fpoke  with  effedl.  By 
him  the  operations  of  the  war  are  fuppofed  to  have 
been  generally  planned,  and  to  him  their  fuperinten- 
dency  was  principally  intrufted.  ^ 

The  Earl  of  Rochfofd  retired,  and  was  fucceCded 
by  Lord  Weymouth  in  his  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  the  Southern  department,  who  had  continued 
out  of  adminiftration  fmce  the  negotiation  with  Spain 
refpedling  Falkland’s  iilands.  The  young  l.>ord 
Lyttelton,  who  had  feverely  reprobated  the  mcafures 
of  adminiftration  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  was 
appointed  privy  counfcllor,' and  chief  juftice  in  Eyre^ 
beyond  Trent.  Government  hereby  gained  the  two 
moft  florid  and  ready  fpeakers  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers; 
^n  eflential  acquifition  when  fuch  arduous  enterprizes 
were  to  be  undertaken. 

The  number  of  men  to  be  employed  in  the  fea  and 
land  fervice  for  the  year  1776,  befpoke  great  defigns; 
28,000  feamen,  including  marines,  and  55,000  men 
for  the  land  fervice  were  voted*.  The  fending  fo¬ 
reign  troops,  without  the  authority  of  parliament,  to 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  was  a  meafure  which  many 

friends 


-  *  Franklin,  writing  to  a  friend  fays,  «  Urltain,  at  the  expenc 
f  three  millions,  has  killed  1 50  Yankees  this  campaign,  which 
20  oool.  a  head  :  and  at  Bunker’s  Hill  die  gained  a  mile  of  grounc 
half  of  which  die  loft  again,  by  our  taking  poll  on  Ploughed  Hil 
During  the  fame  time  60,000  children  have  been  born  in  Ameri 
ca,;  from  thefe  data  may  eafily  be  calculated  the  rime  and  cx 

conquer  the  whole  tcriitory.- 

tduicaU  ^^^fcellansQus,  and  Philofo^ hie ai  Piece Sy  Av-.  ^ 
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friends  to  adminiftration  thought  illegal  and  repre-^ 
henfible.  It  was  confidered  as  diredly  repugnant 
both  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  bill  of  rights,  which 
declares,  that  a  King  of  Great  Britain  (hall  not  bring 
troops  into  any  part  of  the  empire,  in  time  of  peace^ 
without  the  concurrence  of  parliament;  in  order 
therefore  both  to  bear  harmlefs  the  minifter  who  ad- 
vifed  this  meafure,  and  to  fecure  the  conftitution  from 
violation,  a  bill  of  indemnity  was  propofed  to  be 
brought  into  parliament.  The  firft  Lord  of  the 
Treafury  declared  himfelf  perfeftly  fatisfied  with  the 
legality  of  the  proceeding,  and  thought  any  adl  of 
indemnity  unneceffary.  This  doftrine  was  main¬ 
tained  by  the  crown  lawyers.  It  was  contended  that 
thefe  pofleffions  were  not  a  part  of  Great  Britain, 
neither  we're  the  troops  fent  there  in  a  time  of  peace. 
In  difcufling  this  bufinefs,  a  dodlrine  was  advanced 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  the  Solicitor  General^, 
which  feemed  to  fubvert  the  very  foundations  of  the 
conftitution  :  they  contended,  that  the  bill  of  rights 
was  only  declaratory  of  ancient  ufage :  that  it  was 
an  indifpenfable  perogative  inherent  in  the  crown,  to 
raife  an  army,  and  keep  it  on  foot  either  in  the  time 
of  war  or  peace ;  and  that  parliament  had  no  legal 
means  of  controling  fuch  a  meafure,  but  by  withhold¬ 
ing  the  fupplies  neceflary  for  its  fupport.  That  the 
particular  right  of  the  crown  to  put  garrifons  into  the 
fcveral  fortrelfes,  both  within  the  kingdom  and  be¬ 
yond  the  fea,  was  never  controverted  or  denied  in 
times  of  the  greateft  popular  licentioufnefs.  The  gar¬ 
rifons  maintained  in  Berwick,  Newcaftle,  the  March¬ 
es,  in  Portfmouth,  and  the  Cinque  Ports,  were  pro¬ 
duced  as  proofs  of  this.  The  garrifons  kept  in  Calais 
for  more  than  two  centuries,  and  in  Tangier  the 
grea^r  part  ®f  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  were  urged  in 


♦  Mr.  Wedderbitrne. 


I  231  ] 


proof  of  that  prerogative  being  exercifed  beyond  tlie 
tea.  On  this  ground,  fay  they,  flood  the  King’s 
■  prerogative  until  the  revolution,  and  the  ufage  fince 
that  period  was  the  rhoft  decifive  evidence  and  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  inherent  right  now  contended  for. 
George  I.  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  brought 
over  a  body  of  Dutch  troops  without  confulting  par¬ 
liament.  In  the- year  1719  fimilar  orders  were  iflu- 
ed,  when  an  invafion  from  Spain  was  apprehended. 
The  fame  pradice  took  place  during  tire  rebellion  ia 
1745,  and  in  the  year  1756  a  body  ofHeflians  and 
Hanoverians  were  brought  into  the  kingdom,  with¬ 
out  any  parliamentary  fandion  whatever*.  If  fuch 
principles  are  admitted,,  the  bo#ed  liberties  of  Eng- 
lilhmen  have  no  other  tenure  than  the  courtefy  of  the 
Sovereign.  If  it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  raife 
troops,  or  introduce  foreigners  without  any  reftridi- 
on ;  the  power  thereby  acquired  may  compel  a  provi- 
fion  for  their  payment,  fhould  it  be  Withheld.  The 
praetorian  bands  foon  rendered  the  Roman  fenate  a 
mere  appendage  of  power,  and  an  army  furrounding 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  might  once  rnofe  degrade 
the  Ipeaker’s  mace  into  a  bauble. 

Ever 


♦  It  might  have  been  urged,  that  the  declaration  of  rights 

.1  ..  1  ,  • charges  againft  King  James  the  Se¬ 

cond,  that  he  raifed  and  kept  a  ftanding  army  within  the  king- 
domin  time  of  peace,  without  content  of  parliament  j”  and  in  the 
luWequent  declaratory  part,  it  exprefsly  pronounces  fuch  a  con- 
dua  to  be  againft  law.  The  preamble  to  every  mutiny  bill  fpeaks 
the  fame  language.  The  inftances  produced  of  the  introdudion 
foreign  trwps  into  the  kingdom,  were  by  no  means  fimilar  to 
that  under  difcuflion,_  as  on  each  occafion  the  crown  aaed  eithej 
by  virtue  of  the  treaties  of  guarantee  with  the  Dutch,  or  by  ano- 

t her  peaty  entped  into  in  1702,  both  of  which  had  received  th« 
lanction  of  parliament. 


t  z  William  and  Mary,  cap.  2. 


\ 


E  23 >  ] 

jl  Ever  fince  the  acceflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanovef^ 

j  the  cry  had  been  againll  a  Handing  army,  and  a  po- 

"  litician  of  great  fagacity^  whofe  writings  are  now 

held  in  the  higheft  eftimation,  calls  a  Handing  army 
a  mortal  diHempcr  in  the  Britifh  conHitution,  of 
which  it  mufl  inevitably  perifh*.”  If  parliament 
was  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  fending  foreign 
troops  to  garrifon  our  poffeflionsin  the  Mediterraneaii, 
Hill  a  bill  of  indemnity  feemed  neceflary,  if  it  was 
only  to  fecure  to  that  part  of  the  legiflature  their 
right  of  deciding  upon  fuch  a  meafure ;  but  when 
men  of  great  weight  and  confequence  openly  avowed 
a  different  fentiment,  and  declared  principles  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  fpirit  of  liberty^  and  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
flitution  as  fettled  at  the  revolution,  it  might  have 
been  expefted  to  have  given  a  general  alarm,  and  to 
have  drawn  the  attention  of  the  houfe  from  the  proper 
bufinefs  under  debate,  to  the  adjuHing  of  a  concern 
of  fuch  magnitude.  In  this  view  it  appears  to  have- 
been  a  national  queHiori  equally  important  to  this 
country,  as  that  which  was  lighting  up  a  |civil  war 
in  America  was  to  the  Colonies.  In  both,  the  mat¬ 
ter  immediately  in  ilfue,  was  not  very  momentous,' 
but  their  importance  lay  in  their  confequences,  and 
the  abufe  which  might  be  made  of  fuch  precedents 
hereafter.  The  appreherifions  of  one  country  caufed 
the  people  to  refer t  to  arms :  on  the  other,  they  gave 
birth  to  a  mock  indemnity- bill  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  which  perifhed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  A  jea- 
loufy  of  the  powers  of  the  crown  is  not  the  charader- 
iflicof  the  prefent  age. 

At  the  opening  of  the  felfion,  a  petition  was  pre¬ 
fent  ed  to  each  Houfe  of  Parliament  from  the  alTem- 
bly  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  confequence  of  Lord  North's 

conciliatory  propofitions,  and  was  intended  by  thofe 

who 
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\vh6  protnoted  it  in  that  Colony,  as  a  pattern  and 
precedent  for  the  reft.  It  propofed  to  grant  to  hi^ 
Majefty  in  perpetuity,  a  duty  of  poundage  valo^ 
rtm^  upon  all  the  commodities  ifnported  into  that  pro¬ 
vince,  not  being  the  produce  of  the  Britilli dominions 
in  Europe  or  America,  bay  fait  excepted,  by  which 
means  the  amount  of  the  revenue  would  regularly 
keep  pace’  v/ith  the  wealth  and  confumption  of  the 
Province.  The  minifters  fupported  this  propofitjon 
as  fit  to  be  accepted,  and  fuggefted  to  the  Houfe, 
that  the  amount  of  fuch  duties  Ihould  be  eight  per  cent, 
on  all  fuch  commodities.  He  thoucrht  fuch'  an  exarn- 
pie  extremely  inviting  to  the  other  Colonies ;  and 
although  the  poverty  of  Nova  Scotia  would  render 
the  revenue  drawn  from  fuch  regulations  very  fmaJ), 
yet  by  ikewing  the  moderation  of  this  country,  it 
would  encourage  more  opulent  Colonies  to  make 
fimilar  applications,  and  thereby  break  the  confede¬ 
racy  which  was  formed.  In  confequence  hereof  the 
Houfe  came  to  a  refolution,  that  as  foon  as  an  acl: 
fhould  be  palfed  by  the  general  affembly  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  eftablifh  this  rate  of  duty, 
and  his  Majefty  fhould  have  given  his  royal  approba¬ 
tion  thereof,  all  duties  and  taxes  laid  by  any  adl  of 
parliament  in  force,  ought  to  ceafe  and  be  difconti- 
Tilled  ;  and  fo  long  as  fuch  ad  of  affembly  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  in  force,  no  other  duties  or  taxes  ought  to  be 
impofed  by  parliament  within  that  province,  except 
fuch  as  may  be  expedient  for  the  regulation  of  corn- 
merce.'  The  nett  produce  of  which  was  to  be  carried 
to  the  account  of  the  province.  If  alfo  permitted  the 
importation  of  wine?,  orangey,  lemons,  and  other 
produce  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  diredly  from  the 
place  of  their  growth. 

I  he  principal  objedion  raifed  to  this  plan  was,  that 
Ihe  revenue  heretofore  drawn  from  the  provinces, 
evt  iy  pait  of  wbith,  except  the  tea  duty,  had  been 

‘  R  fubmitted 
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fubmitted  to  and  quietly  paid,,  was  more  produdive 
than  the  new  duties  propoted  in  lieu  of  them  would 
be,  in  cafe  this  regulation  was  generally  adopted. 
Neither  did  it  appear  likely  that  the  more  o^^ulent 
Colonies  fhould  follow  the  example  of  a  diftrid  which 
ever  had^been  a  confiderable  expence  to  government, 
and  continued  to  require  a  yearly  grant  from  parlia¬ 
ment  for  its  fupport; 

Whether  the  miniftry  in  profecuting  this  meafure' 
faw  the  inefficacy  of  ita  tendency,  or  that  an  over-ruling 
power  about  this  time  had  gained  an  afcendency  in 
the  cabinet,  nothing  more  was  heard  of  the  Nova 
Scotia  petition  after  it  had  pafled  the  committee.  In¬ 
deed  the  only  thing  which  had  procured  it  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  government,  was  its  conformity  to  that 
mode  of  taxation  which  the  minifter  had  prefcribed ; 
for  even  the  inhabitants  of  this  poor  and  dependent 
fpot,  dared  to  exhibit  a  long  catalogue  of  grievances, 
although  living  in  the  habitual  fubjedion  to  a  milita¬ 
ry  force. 

Still  purfuing  the  idea  of  exacling  obedience  from 
the  Colonies,  by  interdiding  their  trade,  which  had 
produced  lb  many  reftridive  ads,  the  minifter  brought 
in  a  bill  to  prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies  in  /America.  It  authorized 
the  commanders  of  his  Majt fly’s  ftiips  of  war,  to 
make  prize  of  Ihlps  or  goods  belonging  to  Americans, 
whether  found  on  the  high  feas  or  in  harbour,  and 
vefted  the  property  in  the  captors.  A  qlaufe  was 
inferted,  by  which  all  Americans  who.  Ihould  be  ta¬ 
ken  on  board  ,the'veireLs  belonging  to  that  continent, 
were  made  liable  to  fcrve  dndifcriminately,  Without 
diftindion  of  psrfons,  as  common  failprs  on  board  our 
fiiips  of  war,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  commanding  of* 
ficer  of  the  King’s  fhip.  Such  Americans  were  to  be 
entered  on  the  Ibips  books,  and  confidered  as  volun- 
teerij.  And  thofe  prifoners  who  wer^  aot  fo  entered,^ 

'  were 
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were  to  be  fet  on  ibore  in  any  port  in  Great  Britain  or 
Irelarid,  or  iri  any  port  of  America  not  in  rebellion, 
where  they  were  to  be  at  full  liberty..  As  this  pro¬ 
hibitory  bill  comprehended  every  fpecies  of  the  Arne* 
ricari  commerce  and  employment  upon  the  feas,  along 
the  coaft  of  the  confederated  ftates,  all  the  foimer 
afts  which  affefted  any  particular  port^  or  any  branch 
of  commerce  were  repealed,  in  which  the^Bo-ton  port 
arid  the  filhery  bills  were  included.  Ihis  general 
profcription  was  followed  by  the  terms  of  pardon  and 
reconciliation  being  held  out  to  the  revolters,  by  ap¬ 
pointing  commifliohers,  and  vefting  them  with  power 
to  grant  pardons  to  individuals,  to  enquire  into  gene¬ 
ral  and  particular  grievances;  to  determine  whether 
ariy  part  or  the  whole  of  a  Colony  were  returned  to 
obedience,  and  were  thereby  entitled  to  be  received 
int6  the  King’s  peace  and  proteaion ;  which  being 
declared  by  the  commiffioners,  the  prohibitions  laid 

by  this  bill  were  to  ceafe^. 

A  petiton  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
from  the  Weft  India  planters  and  merchants,  repre- 
fenting  the  diftrefs  which  this  would  bring  on  the 
fugar  iflands,  and  council  was  heard  infupportof  it ; 
but  though  a  ckufe  was  propofed,  which  tended  to 
leflen  the  rigour  of  forfeitures  of  (hips  and  goods  be- 
longing  to  the  idands,  and  to  allow  a  farther  time 
for  their  quitting  the  American  ports,  yet  it  was  re- 
jefted.  Governor  Johnftone  ftrenuoully  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  obtain  an  exemption  for  the  Province  of  Georgia, 
as  no  evidence  of  its  delinquency  had  been  given,  ex¬ 
cept  in  fending  deputies  to  Congrefs ;  it  had  been 
guilty  of  no  aft  of  violence  or  hoftility,  had  not  opn 
pofed  the  laws,  attacked  the  King’s  troops,  opprefs- 
ed  his  loyal  (ubjefts,  or  committed  any  of  thofe 

R  2  crimes 

*  It  was  brought  into  tbe  Houfe  of  Commons  the  aoth  of  Nq- 
veiiiber,  an4  palled  that  Houfe  Decen^ber  1 ^775- 
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I  cnmes  vyhich  were  enumerated  in  the  preamble  of  the' 
r  ^  f^nfe  of  the  Houfe  was  againft  this  exemp- 

^  ^  xj  oppofition  was  made  to  this  aft  in  both 

I  Houfes  of  Parliament;  it  was  liiid  to  be  a  formal  ab- 
y  ,  dication  of  our  government  over  the  Colonies,  and 
ought  to  be  entitled,  A  bill  for  carrying  more  ef- 
fottually  into  execution  the  refolves  of  the  Consrefs:’" 
That  it  would  complete,  what  yet  remained  to  be 
completed,  of  union  in  America  againll  the  authori¬ 
ty  ot  parliament,  as  the  friends  of  government  in  that 
coun  try,  tlie  numbers  and  power  of  which  have  been 
the  boalt  of  government,  will  be  convinced,  that 
parliament  may  diftrefs,  but  is  either  unable  or  un¬ 
willing  to  protefl.  It  would  therefore  drive  the 
Americans  into  an  alliance  with  fome  foreign  power,, 
and  oblige  them  to  convert  their  merchant-fhips  into 
privateers,  to  the  deftruaionofour  Weft  India  trade, 
on  which  accounts  it  was  objefted  to  as  inexpedient. 
It  was  likewife  oppofed  as  unjuft,  becaufe  it  autho¬ 
rized  an  indiferiminate  feifure  and  confifeation  of  the 
velTels  and  cargoes  of  our  fubjefls  in  that  country, 
whether  fiiends  or  foes;  whether  turbulent,  difloyal 
and  rebellious;  or  peaceable,  dutiful  and  obedient.' 

To  compel  both  the  American  officers  and  feamen 
to  ferve  in  our  fhipsofwar  was  condemned  as  a  re¬ 
finement  in  tyranny.  The  fituation  of  fuch  men 
wrfs  deferibed  as  the  laft  degree  of  wretchednefs  and 
indignay  to  which  human  nature  can  be  fubjefted. 
A  man  defpoiled  of  his  goods  as  a  foreign  enemy^ 
cannot  be  obliged  to  ierve  the  ftate  as  a  citizen.  It 
was  predifled,  that  whatever  might  be  the  event  of 

.  i  the 

*  The  bill  pafTed  bj  a  majority  of  112  to  only  j6. 
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tlie  conteft  the  ColQnies  would,  to  every  fubftantlal 
and  benenciHl  purpofe,  be  forever  loft  to  this  country. 
The  appointment  of  eommiffioners  was  objefted  to  on 
various  grounds.  It  was.afked,  why  offer  pardon  to 
men  who  acknowledge  no  crime  ?  The  difcietionary 
powers  granted  to  the  commiflioners  were  repretent- 
cd  as  too  great  to  be  entrufted  to  any  fet  of  men  in  a 
free  government.  It  gave  them  a  delpotic  and  un'- 
controulable  power  which  the  crown  itfelf  did  riot 
poffefs '  but  at  the  fame  time  fubjeaing  their  ads  to 
the  revifon  of  Parliament,  deprived  the  Americans 
of  all  truftand  fecurity  if  they  were  difpofed  to  treat, 
for  whilft  the  commiflioners  were  authorized  to  grant 
pardons  to  individuals  and  communities,  they 
could  not  engage  for  afmgle  fpecific  condition  or 
conceflion,  as  a  bafis  for  future  conciliation,  therefore 
the  only  confequence  of  their  appointment  would  be 
the  incurring  a  heavy  and  unneceflary  expence  to  the 
nation,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fending  them  might 
as  well  be  anfwered  on  the  fpot,  without  any  parade, 
trouble,  or  expence  whatever. 

In  defence  of  the  bill  it  was  faid,  that  the  Americans 
were  already  in  a  ftate  of  v/arfare  with  us,  which 
made^  it  neceffary  that  we  fhould  make  war  upon 
them  by  fea  and  land,  in  the  fame  manner  as  againft 
alien  enemies.  It  w-as  impoflrble  to  diferiminate  be¬ 
tween  friends  and  foes.  Every  Colony  or  fmaller 
diftridt  had  it  in  its  power  to  accept  of  the  conciliatory 
terras  which  would  be  offered  by  the  commiflioners. 
It  had  only  to  acknowledge  the  legiflative  fupremacy 
of  Great  Britain,  if  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  that,  by 
contributing  voluntarily  tow^ards  thc,fupport  of  go¬ 
vernment,  it  v/Quld  become  one  of  the  parts  of  the 
empire,  and  entitle  itfelf  to  the  protedlion  of  the 
whole.  A  Colony  fo  demeaning  itfelf  w^ould 
fuffer  no  Te verity  or  hardlhip.  In  defence  of 
the  claufe  which  gave  a  power  to  the  commanders^ 
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of  King’s  fhlp’s  to  enter  their  American  prifoners  on 
t  le  books,  it  was  faid,  that  inflead  of  being  punifhed 
as  rebels,  tliey  immediately  received  pay,  which 
would  be  a  means  of  quieting  their  fcruples  as  to  the 
caiife  in  which  they  would  be  engaged.  The  necef- 
iity  ot  tins  bill  was  urged,  as  noexifting  law  had  fore- 
leen,  or  provided  for  the  cafe,  of  carrying  on  a  fea 
war  againft  rebels*. 

This  imp  a  tant  bill  being  carried  into  a  law  before 
tiie  Chriftiijas  recefs,  the  minirier  had  nothing  farther 
to  propofe  to  Barliament  refpeding  America  until  tho 
hufinefs  ot  the  fuppiies  came  forward.  He  then  laid 
before  the  Houfe  f  the  treaties  which  his  Majefly  had 
entered  ihto  with  German  Princes  for  troops  to  ferve 
in  America.  Thefe  were,  with  the  reigning  Duke 
of  Erunfwick  (figned  Jan.  3,  1776);  with  the  Land¬ 
grave  of  Henb-Caffel  (Jan.  15) ;  ^nd  the  Hereditary 
Prince  ofHelTe-CaiTel  (Jan.  5).  By  the  firft,  a  body 
of  troops,  amounting  to  3564  men,  was  yielded  by 
,the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
to  be  entirely  at  his  difpolal,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in 
America ;  alfo  a  body  of  light  cavalry  of  336  men, 
which  were  to  be  difmounted,  and  ferve  as  infantry  ; 
but  if  the  fervice  requires  them  to  be  mounted,  the 
King  is  to  do  it  at  his  own  expence.  The  necelTary 
annual  recruits  to  be  difeiplined  and  equipped  by  his 
vSerene  Highnefs.  Three  difabledrnen  to  be  reckon¬ 
ed  as  one  killed:  a  man  killed  to  be  paid  for  at  the 
rate  of  ]evy-mon(py,  which  w^as  fettled  at  feven 
pounds  four  fliillings  and  four-pence  per  head. 
If  it  Ihould  happen  that  any  of  the  regiments, 

,  battalions,  or  companies,  fliould  fuffer  a  lofs  al¬ 
together  extraordinary,  either  in  a  battle,  or 

Along  prote/l  was  entered  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  againft  this 
bill  figned  by  eight  peers.  .  ■ 

t  Feb.  39.  17-6. 
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rieee  or  by  an  -uncommon  contagious  ^ 

EKfs  of  a  tranCport-yeffel  in  voyage  to  Arne 

the  *o‘S  m  a  _  r  ,j^  •  fty  to  make  good  the  lots, 
rica,  his  Bntannip^i  -'  n^r  and  to  be  at  the  ex- 

in  the  moft  equitable -manner,  _e  eftablUh  the 

pence  of  the  neceffary  recruits  t 

pence  m  extraordinary  lots,  inc 

,corp^  that  /ball  iufter  this  ex  Commander  m 

treaty  further  ,  ?  .•  g^ted  not  to  exact;  of 

«  as  as.  Uyond  ^rpro^-n 

«  ,r^,nglf  treibn,  w..hou.  pr.judi«  .0 

she  oat'i  which  they  liave  ‘  ,  “J,'  aorfi- 

and  they  were  to  receive  the  ordinal  y  ^9"^  ^ 
narvnav  as  well  as  all  advantages  of  forage  ^n 
SiSS:  enjoyed  by  the  Royal  troops.  Two 
V  ’  ^  Up  advanced  previous  to  tne 

ntooths  pay  vj*  “  Gr«<  Britain  to  b. 

marcii  ot  the  troops,  Tner^in^  For 

at  the  expence  of  their  march  c 

the  ufe  of  this  army,  an  annual  fubfidy  to  be 
paid  of  6a  <00  German  crowns,  {15,5^9  b  nerli 
L  ong  troops  ftonid  enjoy  Jetr  Paj-  anj 

whe^hat  ftonid  ceafe,  the  fubSdy  ftoaW  ^  do”- 

bled,  and  fo  continite  during  two  yrars,  ' 

tmn  of  the  troops  into  ins  Serene  Highnefs  s  do  _ 
ons  The  amount  of  levy-money  was  29,4«r  1. 1 
iing,  and  the  total  of  the  heads  for  which  levy  money 

was  to  be  paid,  amounted  to  4084.  up  ^  /r  1 

By  the  treaty  with  the  Landgrave  of  H'-p.  ^<=9 

12,000  m?n  were  taken  into  Britilh  pay  ;  their  levy- 
money  the  fame  as  theBrunfwickers,  but  the  fublidy 

double,  being  450,000  crow  ns  banco  per  annum,  or 

,o§,28iLfteding,  during  the  times  that  the  troops 
are  in  Britilh  pay,  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is 
to  give  notice  to  the  Landgrave  of  its  termination 
twelvemonths  before  it  fhall  take  place,  and  uici 
notice  is  not  to  be  given  before  the  troops  are  re¬ 
turned,  and  aaually  arrived  at  Helfcr  It’  was  Ih- 
^  '  ’  pirated, 
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SS;  ‘clefs’ 'reafois  "«  b-  f- 

remain  under  the  oLeroflSe'r  '  1 

vvliom  his  molt  aSerm,.  i-r’  1,  ^  General,  to 

command  tL  T  .  ri  entrufted  the 

recalimfhis  tmeL  a?  "f 

if ?•■=;:  r&.i' k  f™' 

to  agree  for  another  term.  '  ^  ^ 

waJ  fork's?  ine'f’  h’^  Prince  ofHelTe 

^vJljch  an  ann'iaJ  fJlrfl  '  regiment  of  foot,  for 

troapj  taken  into  Btiiilhpay  f"''®" 

■tea  amounted  to  ,6,968  '■■«- 

nec;irU”'i,f"‘n‘''''"‘‘!''^  "*=  '■'“tiesasabrolutely 
Ho  I' xf ’„  .in' "*  if:'"®  America  to  obedience 

bee  ,  iane  r  "!  ‘b'  bounty  had 

.  ,  "  railed,  and-  the  Itandard  of  heiD-hi-  hait^k 

Inwered  ye,  recruits  u-ere  no,  Z  be  had 

terms;  befides,  m  order  to  put  a  fpee'dv  end 

prefont  troubles,  it  was  neqeflary  £  emnlov  vet<^?^ 
troops,  vifho  being  iiabitiiated  to  difeipline  ^and 

v.ce,  would  be  regular  and  ordeid^  n  fodr 

rn  :nts  as  well  as  formidable  in’  tire  field.  Thefo  aux ' 

tiirW  mrms  a  f-bfiantially  on 

I  e  lam.,  terms  as  in  former  times.  By  eneao-ina  fo 

ragnsrs,  we  avoided  a  heavy  half-pay  lilfXftfo 

ervice  was  over,  and  kept  our  men  home  for  the 
porpofes  of  hufoandry  and  manufadure  aTd  in  'll 
probability,  fo  great  a  force  would  Imvc  littfo  L^e 

fc"  iff"/  “'i,  retutn.  "‘i.'  I'tli™  S 


faid  the  miniller,  “  there  is-  no  ]>erlon  in  thi«- 
Houfe  who  IS  not  firmly  perfoaded  tl  a t 
>-hole  united  firength  of  America  will  not  be  abfo 
to  oppole  t.ie  force  which  is  meant  to  be  font  out 
parly  in  t,:e  loring.  I  have  the  ftrongeft  and  mrft 
confident  hopes,  that  America  will  fo&atit  as  foon  a1 

‘  Ihe 
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file  is  convinced  that  Great  Britain  is  determined  t® 
a&i  with  refolution  and  vigour.”  It  was  acknow^ 
ledged,  however,  that  if  tlie  war  Iliould  be  protract¬ 
ed  beyond  two  campaigns,  the  treaties  mult,  from 
their  nature,  become  difadvantageous;  but  this  was 

laid  to  be  fo  totally  improbable  as  tiot  to  merit  confi- 
aeration. 

Notwithlfanding  the  treaties  were  ratified  by  a 
great  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,^  and  af¬ 
terwards  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,f  yet  they  met  with 
Itrong  oppofition  in  both  Houfes.  The  principal  ob¬ 
jections  made  to  the  conditions  of  the  treaties  were 
that  tne  troops  entered  into  pay  before  they  beean 
to  march  ;  the  fum  paid  for  'levy-money  was  com¬ 
plained  of  as  exorbitant,  fuperadded  to  which  each' 
Pnnce  was  to  be  fubfidized,  and  thelargeftcontribu- 
tor  of  forces  had  obtained  a  double  fubfidy,  Their 

dominions  Iikewife  were  guaranteed  from  foreign  at- 
lacL  That  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was  empow¬ 
ered  to  employ  the*  m  Europe  as  well  as  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  was  hkewife  cenfured,  as  well  as,  that  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  Heffians  Ihould  hav^  the  en- 

thp.  ^  /  I  agreed  for,  would  coft 

the  nation  tne  fiifl  year,  when  all  contingent  expen- 

ces  were  included,  a  million  and  an  half  fterling  an 

cxpepce  not  to  be  parallelled  in  the  hiftory  of  man - 

Icii^l,  for  the  fervice  of  an  equal  number  of  men 

i  he  meafure  at  large  was  reprobated,  not  only  as 

mhurnan  and  favage  to  fend  foreign  mercenariel  to 

Srr?ooilHnI‘‘''T  T  o™  but  as  danger- 

b?  the  order  P  feed 

oy  tne  orders  of  their  Prince,  to  become  parties  in  a 

quarrel  m  which  they  had  no  intrinfic  concern,  al- 

;  footojz. 
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lured  by  the  profpeft  of  eafe  and  plenty,  which  fet-' 
tling  in  America  held  out  to  then\,  would  defert  in 
great  numbers.  It  was  denied  that  this  force,  great 
as  it  was,  would  fubdue  /America,  and  it  was  iettmg 
the  Colonies  an  example,  of  making  foreign  alliances 
to  ttrengthen  them.felves  againft  the  foreign  force 
winch  we  had  called  in  aid.  The  min’ftry  repelled 
thefe  arguments,  by  afking,  are  we  to  fit  Rill,  and 
I'ufFer  in  independent  iiofble  empire  to  a.ife  out  of 
an  unprovoked  rebellion  ?  Are  we  tamely  to  fuffer 
the  trade  of  the  American  Colonies,  the  objedl  of  fo 
much  care,  attention  and  expence,  of  fo  many  laws 
and  -fo  many  wars,  to  be  given  away  to  foreigners : 
merely  from  a  fcruple  of  employing  foreign  forces  ? 
The -Americans,  by  their  revolt,  have,  in  fadt,  made 
themfelves  foreigners  :  can  they  then  complain  that 
foreigners  are  employed  againft  them  ?  However 
well-difpofed  the  Americans  might  be  to  retaliate, 
they  would  hardly  find  any  European  power  fo  blipd 
to  their  true  intereff  as  to  make  a  league  with  them, 
or  indeed  give  them  any  fort  of  countenance .  but 
^admitting,  for  a  moment,  that  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  a  free  trade  with  America,  andadelire 
to  fink  the  confer, uence  of  this  country,  Ihould  in¬ 
cline  a  rival  power  to  aflift  the  Colonies,  the  argu¬ 
ment  for  vigorous  meafures  is  equally  ftrong,  tor  to 
prevent  fuch  confequences,  we.  ought  to  crufh  this 
infant  rebcllio.n  with  every  kind  of  force  that  we  can 
collecd,  before  our  rivals  and  enemies  can  avail 

themfelves  of  our  fituation. 

The  Houfe  agreed  to  a  motion  made  by  Colonel 
Barre,  that  an  humble  addreis  be  prefented  to  hi5 
Majefty,  praying  him  to  ufe  his  mtereft,  tnat  tne 
iiefman  troops  m  Britifii  pay,  now  or  hereafter,  may 
be  cloathed  with  the  manufadtures  of  this  coun- 


Befides 
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Befides  thefe  foreign  levies,  the  Earl  Hareourt, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  obtained  4000  troops 
from  that  kingdom,  which  was  one-third  of  the  for¬ 
ces  kept  there  for  its  defence.  An  ofter  was  at  the 
fame  time  made  to  replace  thefe  with  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  foreign  proteftant  troops,  the  charge  of  which 
fliould'be  defiayed*witl]out  any  expence  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland.  TThe  Commons  granted  the  troops, 
but  deciined  to  accept  of  any  foreigners  in  their  ftead. 
This  tranfaction  gave  occafion  to  the  oppofition  in 
die  Britifh  Parliament,  to  cenfure  government  on 
the  ground‘of  at’tem.pting  to  introduce  foreign  troops 
into,  the  empire,  without  •  the  fandtion  of  Parliament, 
and  Ifipulating  for  the  pay  of  8000  men,  when  only 
4000  were  employed.  It  was  debated,  whether  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  by  formally  undertaking  in  his 
Majefty’s  name,  to  engage  for  the  Commons  of 
preat  Britain,  was  not  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privi¬ 
lege  ?  Sorne  of  the  miniiiry  cenfured  the  ftep,  but 
the  majority  crulhed  the  enquiry .f 

Tne  laft  important  regulation  introduced  in  this 
feflion  of  Parliament,  was  a  partial  fufpenfion  of  the 
Adi  of  Navigation,  to  anfwer  the  exigencies  of  the 
times.  It  was  hereby  made  lawful  to  employ  foreign 
feamen  on  board  our  iiiips  of  war,  and  (hat  our  mer¬ 
chantmen  might  be  navigated  with  foreign  fea- 
rnen,  fo  that  no  more  than  three  fourths  of  the 
crew  were  foreigners.  This  bill  was  framed  from 
one  v/hich  was  palled  in  1755,  on  th«  breaking 
out  of  the  v/ar  with  France.  A  motion  was  made, 
which  was  however  over-ruled-,  that  the  fubjedls  of 
France  and  Spain  fliould  be  excepted  out  of  thc' 
bill.^  Many  weighty  objedlions  were  urged  againft 
palling  inch  a  law,  as  making  our  natural  enemies 
acquainted  with  our  coalls,  harbours,  docks,-  and 

arfenals. 

*  224  to  I  06, 
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arfenals.  Berides,  if  we  fhould  be  forced  into  a  war 
with  both  branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  fuch 
of  the  fubjedls  of  France  and  Spain  as  would  then  be 
in  our  fervice,  muft  quit  it  upon  pain  of  being  deem¬ 
ed  traitors,  which  would  occafion  an  immediate  re-^ 
dudlion  of  our  Itrength,  and  as  fudden  a  fupply  to 
our  enemies,  by  furnifhing  them  with  trained  feamen 
and  fl%ilful  navigators.  This  dsftrudive  condud:, 
which  only  the  neceditous  condition  into  which  we 
were  reduced,  could  be  urged  as  an  excufe  for,  was 
pathetically  lamented.  Foreigners,  it  was  faid, 
compofe  our  armies,  man  our  fleets,  take'charge  of 
our  moft  important  fortreflcBin  Europe,  fight  our 
battles  in  America  :  our  commerce  is  to  be  carried  on 
with  foreigners.  Thus  are  we  rendered  the  moil 
defpicable  nation  in  Europe,  from  having  been,  but 
a  few  years  ago,  the  moft  powerful  a*nd  refpedable. 

The  declining  health  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  taking  any  adive  part  during  this 
felfion,  fo  that  the  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  Houle  of  Lords  was^  chiefly  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Dukes  of  Richmond,  Manchefter  and= 
Grafton,  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  the  Earl 
ofShelburne.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr.  Burke, 
Lord  John  Cavendifh,  Sir  G.  Saville,  Mr.  Hartley, 
Mr.  Dunning,  Governor  Johnftone,  Mr.  Charles 
Fox,  Colonel  Barre,  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  and 
Mr.  Temple  Luttrel,  v/ere  the  moft  confpicuous  for 
tlie  attempts  which  they  made  either  to  overturn  the 
meafures  of  adminiftration,  by  propofing  a  contrary 
plan  of  condud,  or  pointing  out  the  mifehievous 
cpnfequences  refulting  from  the  prefent  fyftem.  In 
f^urfuing  thefe  views,  the  enormous  expences  v/hieh 
v/ere  incurred,  and  which  were  daily  increafing  in  a 
compound  ratio,  were  defcanted  upon.  The  ftate 
of  our  navy  in  times  fo  critical,  was  described  as 

particularly  alarming,  and  the  abufes  in  that  de¬ 
partment 
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partment  were  infifted  upon  with  great  acrimony  of 
cenlure.  The  hoftile  defigns  of  France  and  Spain 
were  preoided :  a  member  of  the  Houle  of  Com- 
nrons*  endeavoured  to  call  the  attention  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  the  great  naval  preparations  which  Were 
making  in  the  ports  of  both  kingdoms,  and  to  the 
additional  force  which  liad  been  lent  from  the  former 
to  her  Weft-lndia  iflands.  He  allced,  Is  not  the 
French  miniftry  changed  p  Is  not  the  Queen  of  France 
thought  to  have  great  influence  in  the  new  arrange¬ 
ment  ?  Wito  is  her  great  friend  ?  Monf.  Choifeul. 
Who  is  the  avowed  enemy  of  this  country  ?  Monk 
Choifeul?  Who  is  the  lover  of  war?  Monf.  Choifeul'. 

The  merchants  who  had  fufl^red  feverely  by  the 
prohibitory  ads,  which  cut  off  their  commerce  with 
America,  now  faw  large  cargoes  Ihipped  for  that 
continent  by  a  new  fet  of  men,  who  obtained  licen¬ 
ces  from  the  admiralty  board,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fupplying  his  Majefty’s  forces  with  llores,  provifions 
and  neceflaries ;  under  which  denomination,  all  forts 
of  merchandize  had  been  fent  to  America.  The 
^ufe  of  this  privilege  was  pointed  out  in  both 
Houfes,  and  fuch  proofs  adduced  as  tended  ■  to  re- 
ftrid  it  in  future. 


The  formidable  power  which  was  deftined  to  ad 
againft  the  Americans,  occafioned  a  large  increafe 
m  the  annual  expences  of  the  nation,  although  many 
or  the  charges  thereby  incurred  were  at  that  time 
kept  back  from  the  public  eye,  and  referved  to  fwell 
omc  future  account.  The  whole  amount  of  the 
mpphes  was  9,097,577  1.  (including  1,250,000!.  of 
exchequer  bills  paid  off,  and  deficiences  of  the  lall 
year,  538,9201.)  which  was  3,448,753  1.  more  than 

*775“  The  means  of  providing  for 
which  were,  fixing  the  land-tax  at  four  fhillings  in 

*  Genera]  Conyyaj. 
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i  ,  ^  .*  ,* 

the  pound,  increafmg  Exchequer  bills  to  a  million 
and  a  half,  and  borrowing  two  millions  upon  an-^ 
nuities  and  a  lottery;  .The  annual  intereft  of  this 
funded  debt  amounted  to  64,000'L  to  railb  which, 
an  additional  tax  of  twenty  fhiilings  iVas  laid  on  four- 
wheeled  carriages,  the  produce -of  which  v/as  com¬ 
puted  at  17,0001.  Five  pounds  per  annum  duty  on 
ftage  coaches,  computed  at  2000 1.^  An  additional 
ftamp  of  one  (billing  upon  all  deeds  or  writings,  ef- 
timated  at  3d,ooo'L  A  ftamp  of  one  half-penny  011 
all  news-papers  was  expedled  to  yield  1 8,000 1.  the 
number  of  news-papers  printed  laft  year  being  up¬ 
wards  of  twelve  millions.  A  further  duty  of  fix- 
pence  a  pack  was  laid  on  cards,  and  two  fhiilings 
and  fix-pence  on  dice,  which  was  eftimated  to  raife 
6000I.*  Befides  which,  a  vote  of  credit  was  p>a{red 


*  The  manner  in  which  the  national  expences  are  incurred, 
and  the  means  by  which  they  are  difcMarged,  although  deftitute 
of  entertainment  to  the  general  reader,  are  enquiries  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  political  reafoner,  to  grauty  whom,  the  annual 
accounts  are  digefted  in  this-  work.  The  particulars  for  177a 


were  as  follow  :  - 

N  — 28,000  Teamen,  ordinary,,  building  and  re- 

painng  fhips  -  -  2,222,056 

Greenwich  Hofpital  ,  - - -  5,00a 

Towards  the  difcharge  of  the  Navy  Debt  ^  1,000, 00a 

Ordnance - Ordinaries,  249,655  h  ejitraordiharies, 

223,172!.  -  - - 472,827 


3,699,^83 


— 20,752  men,  including  every  expence  ^ 

Levy -money  for  augmentation  of  Britilh  and  Iriiii 

forces  for  1776  - - —  - 

Fire  Hanoverian  battalions  of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and 

Minorca  to  Dec.  24,  1775  -  26,784 

Ditto  for  1776  - ; —  - ; —  46>^3T 

Charge  of  a  Regiment  of  Highlanders,  confifting  Oi 

two  battalions  . .  . . .  47)4^^ 

Charge 
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for  another  million,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  felTion, 
which  ended  on  the  23d  of  May,  1776. 

The  attention  of  the  nation  was  now  challenged 
to  the  public  ruin  which  would  refult  from  the  profe^ 
cution  of  fueh  meafures.  A  gentleman  highly  ef- 
teemed  for  his  probity,  learning,  and  abilities;  whofe 
lucubrations  had  ever  been  directed  to  the  general 
benefit  of  mankind,  and  whofe  reputation  as  a  cal¬ 
culator  flood  very  high,  at  this  time  came  forward 

and 

Charge  of  augmentation  to  his  Majefly’s  forces  to  the  £, 


end  of  1775  - - 88,92^ 

Chelfea  Hofpital - - — -  I07>5i2 

12,394  HefTians  fot*  1776  - - — ■ —  381,888 

4,300  Brunfwickers  ^ —  121,47^ 

Regiment  of  Hanau - ^  <  19,006 


Six  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland  — —  137,449 

Extraofdinaries  for  land  fer vice  - -  845,165 

3,462,28^^ 

M  i^cEtLANEdus  Service-^^ — Thcludlng  92,42 1  L  £, 

expences  of,  and  lofs  by  coinage  -  146,491 

J^xchequer  bills  - ^  ^  — 1 - ^  1,250,000 

Deficiencies  on  land,  malt,  fund  in  1758,  coinage 

(7475  l.j  and  grants  for  1775  -  '  538,921 


Tfie  Ways  and  Means,  were 

/  Land  and  Malt  - - —  _ 

The  furplus  in  the  finking  fund  to  fan*  5,  1776 

Ditto  to  April  5  -  - - — 

Growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund  - 

Surplus,  favings,  and  American  revejiue 

^  French  Prize  money  - -  - - 

Sale  of  ceded  iflandl  -  - - 

New  Exchequer  bilis  -  - - 

Annuities  and  lottery  - 


9,154,230 


■  9-o97>577 

T 

2,750,-000 

17,869 

962,571 

1,837,428 

39>36^ 

•  '  17,000 

30,000 
1)500,000 
2,000,00© 
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and  declared  from  the  prefs,  that  a  national  ban^'-^ 
ruptcy  muft  enfue  from  an  American  war.  He  in- 
fifted,  that  the  only  folid  wealth  which  could  with- 
Hand  the  (hock  of  public  calamity,  was  the  fpecie 
which  refted  in  tne  kingdom^  all  reprefentative  pa¬ 
per  wealth,  when  brought  to  fo  fevere  a  teft-,  would 
vani(h  as  a  phantom.  This  popular  writer  treated 
with  great  freedom  the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  pronounced  it  to  be  precarious,-  from  the  vaft 
loans  which  it  had  advanced  to  government ;  for 
fhould  deficiencies  in  the  revenue  bring  government 
under  any  difficulties,  all  thofe  fecurities  would  lofe' 
their  value,  in  confequence  of  which,  the  Bank,  go¬ 
vernment,  all  private  '  and  public  credit,  would  fall 
together.*  This  pamphlet  was  circulated  through 
the  nation  with  prodigious  induftry  :  it  was  tranflat-’ 
ed  into  Dutch,  and  ferved  to  intimidate  the  wary 
Hollander  from  trufting  his  property  on  the  fecurity 
of  an  appropriated  revenue,  which  might  fail,  and  a 
finking  fund  conftantly  applied  to  the  yearly  ex- 
pences.  Even  a  Prince  of  the  blood  paid  the  authori 

a  very 

♦  In  afcertalnmg  the  credit  of  this  acclimulating  cdmpaiiy,  that 
perennial  fpring  of  its  wealth,  the  loans  made  to  private  perfoiis  oa 
perfonal  fecurity,  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  being  made 
without  any  drain  ofthe  company’s  caili,  fuch  fuins  being  com¬ 
monly  iffueo  in  their  own  notes.  It  is  true,  the  profits  arifng  from 
this,  and  every  other  lucrative  bufinefs,  are  divided  among  the  pro¬ 
prietors  j  but  in  whatever  tranlaftion  the  company  is  a  party,  the 
increafe  of  its  paper  becomes  a  conlec^uence,  and  in  that  proportion  ' 
the  amount  of  its  cafh  muft  increafe.  The  univerfal  confidence 
which  is  placed  in  this  grand  refervoir  of  fpecie,  caufes  perhaps 
more  than  fifty  millions  in  Bank  notes  to  be  in  conftant  circula li¬ 
on.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  lofles  which  individuals  muftfuf-' 
fer  in  poflefTing  fuch  a  perifliablc  kind  of  wealth,  is  not  too  trivial 
to  be  dwelt  upon,  when  the  profits  accruing  to  the  company  are 
fpoken  of,  as  it  may  fairly  be  eftlmated  at  a  very  capital  an-nn^l 
turn,,  although  merely  an  incidental  advantage. 


[  J 

a  Very  particular  CQtnpliment  *  This  prognoflic  of 
a  mortal  difeafe  having  feized  the  national  credit, 
greatly  engaged  the  public  attention,  yet  no  gene¬ 
ral  panic  or  diftruft  was  diffufed ;  both  the  principles 
laid  down,  and  the  reafoning  founded  thereon,  un¬ 
derwent  every  mode  of  attadk ;  the  friends  of  go¬ 
vernment  ceiifured  them  as  unwarrantable  and  fedi- 
tious,  and  the  monied  intereft  exploded  them,  as  ill- 
founded.  After  a  lliort  ferment,  the  nation  repofed 
itfelf  in  its  former  fecurity. 

c 

'  1 

I 

C  H  A  K  III. 

% 

Superior  Advantages  enjoyed  by  the  A'ifiericans  abcme  any 
other  People  recorded  in  Hijiory — Opinions  concerning 
their  Character  as  a  brave  People-^Caufes  which  operU'*, 
ted  againjl  their  becoming  difciplined  Soldiers — Ep^pediti- 
on  againjl  §luehec — Death  of  Montgomery — Evacuation 
of  Bojion  by  General  Howe — State  of  Affair  s' in  Virgi-^ 
nia — Unfuccefsful  Attack  on,  Charlejiown — Declaration 
of  Independence  by  the  American  Congrefs—rForm  of  Go¬ 
vernment  efajlijhed  in  the  new  States*^fVhat  ought  to 
have  been  the  Plan  of  Conduit  for  Great  Btitdin  in  redu¬ 
cing  America  to  Obedience — The  Howes  arrive  at  Staten 
Ijland  with  a  Fleet  and  Army — Their  Overtures  for  re- 
Jloring  Peace  prove  ineffeliual — ReduBion  of  Long^  Ifl-^ 
and — Terk  Ijland — and  Rhode  Ijland — The  jerfeys  fub' 
dued—and  the  Campain  terminated — Remarks  on  Ge- 
,  ,  ,  S  .  neral 

*  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  feeing  Dr-  Price  in  an  anti-cham- 
bei  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  e^preiled  his  approbation  of  the 
Treatifo  which  he  had  juft  tiien  publifhed,  adding,  that  he  had 
fat  up  fo  late  the  night  before  to  read  it,  that  it  had  alnioft 
blinded  him.  Mr.  Dunning,  who  happened  to  be  near,  obfer-^ 
vcd,  he  was  forry  his  Royal  HIghnels  ftiouid  be  affefted  in  fuch 
a  manner,  by  a  work  which  had  opened  yhe  ey^,s  of  the  greaticft 
fan  of  the  na^o» 


/ 
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n$ral  Hme^s  Condu^ — Wajhington  furprifes  ^renton^ 
and  retrieves  the  Fate  of  America — Franklin  negotiate^’ 
at  the  Court  of  France — His  Charatler — Depredations 
4)n  the  Britijh  Commerce — Naval  Preparations  on  the 
Parts  of  France  and  Spain — Meeting  of  Parliarnent — - 

Great  Debates  on  the  King's  Speech - -ASls  pafjed  re- 

fpeFting  America — Charges  brought  of  various  Abtifes  in 
the  E;<pcnditure  of  public  Money~Demands  made  by  the 
Landgrave  cf  Hejje — Dif charge  of  the  Debts  on  the  Civil 
LiA  and  Augmentation  ef  ihi  Revenue — FranfaSlions  on 
the  Coromandel  Coafl^  and  the  Imprifonment  and  Death 
of  Lord'  Pigor — Supplies  for  the  Tear  igyy  State  of 
the  JV ar  in  America — Different  Views  of  the  Comman¬ 
der  in  Chief  and  the  American  Secretary — Operations  iH 
PennfylvaniaL^Proceedings  of  the  northern  Army  under 

General  Burgoyne - Ficonderoga  taken^ Advancement 

of  the  Army  towards  Albany — Capitulation  at  Saratoga 
— Rejignation  of  Sir  William  Howe — Lord  Chatham's 
Speech  on  the  Meeting  of  Parliament — Subfeription  for 
the  American  Prifoners — Regiments  raifed  by  private 
Contribution — Lord  ^North's  Conciliatory  Bilis — Royal 
Mejjage  on  the  French  Declaration — Attempts  to  procure 
a  Free  Frade  for  Ireland — Bill  for  the  Relief  of  Roman 
Catholics — Enqidries  in  both  Houfes  into  the  State  of 
the  Nation — Death  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham — -His  Cha^^ 
roller — Budget — Seffm  clofed. 


Biitifh  domiaioBs  in  North  America  had  hi- 
^  therto  enjoyed  fuch  pure  and  unmixed  advan- 
tageS'y  as  no  people  whom  hiftory  hands  down  to  us,, 
had  ever  been  bleffed  with  :  no  age  of  barbarifm  in- 
voNed  in  obfeurity  and  ignorance  the  early  period 
of  their  exiftence.  Arts  andldences  were  cultivated 
ere  their  woods  were  cleared  ;  their  minds  were  ea-' 
larged  without  their  manners  being  depraved.  The’ 

feilering  hand  of  Great  Britain  nurfcd  the  rifing  genius 

of 


V 


/ 
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of  the  CJolonies,  and  an  immenfe  expanfe  or  country 
taught  them  to  contemf^iate  on  futurity  with  ex¬ 
ultation.*  Their  towns  had  been  built  far  from 
the  din  of  war^  their  people  had  multiplied  aniidil 
the  bleffings  of  peace ;  their  fituation  and  employ¬ 
ments  rendercd'them  robuil  andenterprizing  without 
becoming  fanguihary.  The  inioads  of  the  In- 

S  2  '  .  dians, 

*  A  lafe  pubHcation,  attributed  to  the  Abb6  Raynal,*  (which 
indeed  poffelies  ail  his  animation  and  flrong  Icnle,  butjs  remark¬ 
ably  inaccurate  as  to  fafts,  and  foniewliat  extravagant  in  iV.riti- 
mert)  fuppofes  that  the  Provinces  in  North  America  are  not  capa¬ 
ble  of  I’upporting  more  than  ten  millions  ot  inhabitants,  that 
the  exhau fled  ftate  of  the  IbiJ,  vvibj  in  a  fliort  time,  render  the 
lands  now  cultivated,  of  little  value,  but  is  there  any  thing  to 
bound  their  progrefs  to  the  wellward  ?  Does  this  writer  make  na' 
account  of  theiinmenfe  tratl  of  country  about  the  five  great  lakes? 
Are  the  banks  of  the  Mllfifippi  to  be  for  ever  unoccupied,  and 
only  occafionally  vilited  by  parties  of  Indians,  Vrhofe  numbers  arc 
every  year  leffening,  by  the  vices  they  have  inibibet  from  their 
intercourfe  with  Europeans  ?  Can  any  phylical  ieafon  be  afTigned, 
why  all  the  lands  tothe  wellward  of  the  Alligany  mountains  lliould 
♦lot,  in  fome  diitant  period  of  time,  become  as  p<jpuIo-us  as  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Aulfria,  or  (krmariv.  The  tendency  of  the.  earth  to 
fteriUty  h  that  country  is  a  falfe  allumption.  Nearly  the  whole 
province  of  Connefllcut,  at  this  day,  confitls  of  ricli  land,  and 
though  the  fnow  is  in  general  the  only  manure,  yields  fuchabiin- 
/  dance,  that  the  inhabitants  fend  out  of'  the  Province  as/mucli 
corn,  and  other  proviuons,  as  are  confumed  in  it.f  'That  the  land 
in  many  places  has  been  worn  oat  by  exc^eiTive  u.e,  and  a  total 
'ignorance  of  the  arts  of  hufoaiidry  by  which  its  genial  qualities  are 
preferved,  is  acknowlcged.  in  the  year  i  756  it  was  the  pr;idtice 
of  the  Farmers  about  Albany,  when  the  river  was  frozen,  tode- 
pofit  their  dung  on  the  ice,  to  be  carried  away  by  the  Hreani  on 
the  return  of  ipring.  I'he  Engliili  officers  in  the  lad  w^ar,  hhl 
taught  the  Americans  the  value  of  this  compoft  to  enrich  rhv 
land  ;  *nd  there  is  no  doubt  as  the  luxuriance  of  nature  abates,  a 
more  ikiilul  method  of  cultivation  will  redore  the  powers  of  wc- 
H^&tation. 

t  d’he  Revolution  of  America. 

Genera]  IHdcty  Connsflicut,  jud  publlilied,  p.  243,  244. 
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dians,  thofe  Aborigines,  whofe  pofleffiorfs  they.had^ 
in  molt  inftances,  rather  feized  upon  than  honoura¬ 
bly  purchased,  were  confined  to  their  back  fettle- 
ments,  and  ferved  to  keep  them  attentive  without 
endangering  the  general  fafety.  The  apprehenfions 
from  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  were  difpel- 
led  Toon  after  they  had  been  ferioufly  formed,  and 
the  fortunate  termination  of  that  four  years  confli£l, 
ferved  to  teach  them  to  value  a  fecurity  which  there¬ 
by  became  permanent. 

Civil  commotions  and  intefLine  wars  have  ftained 
with  blood  every  kingdom  and  ftate,  both  in  ancient 
and  modern  times  ;  the  Americans  were  not  to  ex¬ 
pert  an  exemption  from  the  common  lot  of  humane 
ty,  and  the  time  was  now  arrived,  when  the  horrors' 
and  defolations  of  war  were  to  be  fpread  over  a  coun¬ 
try  in  which  the  banners  of  an  enemy  had  never  be-^ 
fore  been  fpread. 

Very  unfavourable  ideas  werefotmed  by  the  Bri*^ 
fifh  miniftry  concerning  themiartial  difpofition  of  the 
Americans,  and  the  fuppofition  that  they  would 
make  any  firm  refiftance  againft  the  force  vyhich 
was  preparing  tobefent  againft  them,  was  ridiculed 
asabfurd.  In  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  the  firft  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  fpoke  with  great  contempt  of  Ameri^ 
can  courage^  and  fupported  his  aifertions,  by  pro¬ 
ducing  the  authority  of  a  Britiib  Admiral,  whofe  re¬ 
putation  was  very  high,  although  he  died-in  the  prime 
of  life.  This  commander  *  had  entertained  a  bad 
opmionof  the  Americans  as  Ibldiers,  from  theexpe- 

g edition  which  he  commanded  in  1745  againft  Cape 
reton,  the  land  forces  of  which  confilted  of  Ameri¬ 
can  volunteers.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  fame 
language  was  ufed  by  military  men,  who  had  ferved 

on 


^  Sir'Petet  Vf  aTrcn. 
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on  that  Gontiitent  in  the  laft  war.  The  difpofitioi> 
and  habits  of  the  Americans  were  certainly  little  fuit- 
ed  tp  the  aufterity  of  European  difcipline.  The  dif- 
putes  which  frequently  broke  out  between  neigh¬ 
bouring  Colonies,  had  no  tendency  to  roufe  them  to 
arms,  and  they  had  no  ambitious  and  rival  Princes, 
as  in  Europe,  to  inf  pire  the  people  with  a  paflion  for 
military  glory,  to  ftrengthen  their  native  courage, 
and  to  give  fplendor  to  the  profelfion  of  arms.  Ame¬ 
ricans  had  not  yet  tilted  at  Americans,  and  it  w'as 
never  thought  necelfary  for  their  militia  to  be  fo 
trained  as  to  compofe  a  firm  body  of  infantry, '  actu¬ 
ated  by  one  general  mechanical  pjinciple,  and  ac¬ 
quiring  force  by  the  imiformity  of  every  movement, 
in  which  confifts  the  real  ftrength  of  every  kingdom 
in  Europe  ^  notwithftanding  this,  the  firft  enterprize 
which  they  undertook,  was  daring  artd  hazardous  in 
the  extfemc. 

This  was  no  lefs  than  an  attempt  to  reduce  Cana¬ 
da  ;  for  which  purpofe  two  diftinCl  armies  penetra¬ 
ted  by  different  routes.  The  largefl;  body,  which 
‘confifted  of  2000  men,  was  commanded  by  General 
Montgornery,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  in  the  laft 
war  held  a  Captain’s  commilTion  in  General  Monck- 
ton’s  regiment  of  foot,  which  bore  a  diftinguilTied 
part  in  Wolfe’s  glorious  campaign  againtt  Quebec. 
At  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  Montgomery  quitted 
the  army,  fettled  at  New- York,  married  a  lady  of 
the  country,  and  became  an  adopted  American. 
That  an  Irifiiman,  wlro  had  ferved  as  a  Britifh  offi¬ 
cer,  fiioUld  head  an  army  of  Provincial^,  and  be  the 
firft  to  wage  an  offenfive  war  agairift  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  is  a  very  remarkable  faft.  Had  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  enterprize,  he  would  cartainly  have 
ftruck  fuch  a  decifive  ftroke,  as  would  have  rivalled 
ihe  fame  of  the  moft  renowned  commanders.  Early 
in  the  month  of  November,  1775,  he  embarked  his 
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army  on  Lr.ke  Champlain,  and  proceeded  againft  the 
fortrcfs  of  St.  Johifs,  fituated  on  the  river  Sore], 
which  he  reduced,  and  made  the  whole  garrifon, 
confifting  of  500  regulars  and  200  Canadian  volun¬ 
teers,  prifuners  of  war,  with  Major  Prelion,  wlio 
commanded.  The  ]~->offeHion  ol  this  place  opened  to 
him  a  paiiage  to  the  St.  Laurence,  >vlficri  he  immedi¬ 
ately  croilJ,  and  appeared  before  Moatreal,  which 
lurrendurea  a  few  days  after. 

Thcf_^  rapid  conqudls,  made  by  a  fmall  number 
new  ratted  troops,  cannot  but  be  placed  in  con- 
tr/>‘  to  the  ojX'.iatons  oh  the  Briiiih  army  during 
ti':r  lall  war,  wlien  the  Commander  in  Chief  thought 
it  r  jodangeroiis  an  enterprize  to  attack  the  French 
at  St.  John’s,  althougl.i  it  was  of  the  higheft  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  fervice  to  render  affillance  to  the  army 
before  Quebec,  and  no  communication  could  be 
opened  whilft  that  barrier  w'as  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy'.  The  inflexible  fpirit  of  the  General  Ln  Ca¬ 
nada,  atoned  for  the  cautious  circumfpedlion  of  his 
fupe  riot:  (dicer :  the  former  purchafed  vidlory  at  the 
expence  of  his  life,  the  latter  procured  for  himfelf  the 
dilxinguifhed  title  of  conqueror  of  America,  by  redu¬ 
cing  twelvemonth  after. 

VThillt  Montgomery  was  thus  fuccefsful  to  the 
wellwaml,  anohier  army,  compofed  of  iioomen, 
proceeded  from  Bolton,  through  a  wild  and  track- 
lefs  country  more  to  the  eaftward,  and  after  encoun¬ 
tering  a  variety  ofhardflhps  and  diftreffes,  reached 
the  heights  of  Levi,  oppofite  to  Quebec.  Thefe 
tro:>ps  we  e  commanded  by  Colonel  BenediSl  Ar¬ 
nold,  by  birth  an  American,  and  bred  a  tradef- 
mm,  but  v/hofe  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  x4merica  had 
led  IiiiTi,  to  take  up  the  profeflion  of  arms.  The 
Canadic-uis  in  general  had  refuLd  to  fight  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide  in  the  difputc,  but  they  furnilhed  Arnold 
with  boats  to  tranfpdrts  iiis  troops  acrofs  the  river. 
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The  brave  General  Carleton  was  Governor  of  Cana¬ 
da,  and  narrowly  efcaped  tailing  into  the  hands  of 
Montgomery  near  Montreal^  buf  having  reached 
Quebec,  he  took  the  moft  eiScaual  meafures  foi  tiie 
defence  of  that  important  capital.  Montgomery 
joined  Arnold  in  the  month  of  December,  and  loon 
Tound  himleif  in  a  moft  perilous  fituation.  At  the 
head  of  new-railed  mfen,  who  had  never  experienced 
the  hardihips  of  a  winter  campaign,  >vho  were  daily 
growin^^'  weaker  through  ficknefs,  and  mutinous 
through  difeontent.  Pulfted  on  by  thefe  increafing 
difficulties,  knowing  the  reduced  Itate  of  the  garnlbn^ 
and  being  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
works,  the  American  Commander  refolved  to  make 
a  general  affault.  Heunderftood,  fays  his  panegy- 
lift^  that  maxim  of  Folard,  No  obftacle  fhould 
break  our  refolution,  when  there  is  but  a  moment 
between  a  bad  fituation  and  a  worfe.”  In  adetter 
which  he  wrote  to  a’  friend,  he  fays,  I  fhould  be 
forry  to  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  ftorming  the 
town,  becaufe  I  know  the  melancholy  confequences, 
but  every  motive  points  it  out  tooftrongly  to  be  paflT- 
cd  by.  Fortune  often  baffles  the  moft  fanguine  ex¬ 
pectations  of  poor  mortals,  I  am  not  intoxicated  'with 
the  favours  I  have  received  atffler  hands,  but  I  think 
there  is  a  fair  profpebt  of  fuccefs.’* 

On  the  laft  day  of  the  year  1775,  Montgomery  and 
Arnold  led  bn  the  attack  upon  the  town  from  dif¬ 
ferent  quarters-,  they  were  received  with  great  firm- 
nefs,  which  feems  to  have/difconcerted  the  alfailants, 
fo  that  their  Commander  in  Chief  being  ill-fupported 
by  his  men,  was  Toon  flain.  Arnold  alfo  received  a 
wound  in  his  leg,  which  obliged  him  to  be  carried 
off.  General  Woofter,  who  then  fucceeded  to  the 
command,  drew  off  his  men,  now  reduced  below  a 
thoufand  in  number,  and  on  the  arrival  of  fome  fri- 
^  gates  from  Europe,  the,  invaders  were  driven  out  of 
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Canada,  and  obliged  to  abandon  every  pbfl;  which 
they  held.  General  Carletonj  difdaining  to  wage  w^r 
with  the.  dead,  caufed  Montgomery’s  body  to  be  bu¬ 
ried  in  Quebec  with  all  the  military  honours  due  to  a 
brave  foldier  ;  and  even  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  a  veteran  *  who  had  fought  by  his  fide  on  that 
very  ground,  upon  a  more  triumphant  occafion,  paid 
a  tribute  of  friendfhip  to  “  his  brother  of  the  war.” 

Whilft  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  every  thing  re^ 
mained  hi  a  Bate  of  inadtivity,  the  Americans  col¬ 
lected  five  frigates  under  the  command  of  one  Hop-- 
k.ns,  failed  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Bahama  iflands, 
and  feized  u[  on  the  artillery  and  naval  ftores  which 
were  there  depofited,  but  the  powder,  which  would 
have  been  the  moft  valuable  acquifuion,  had  been 
previoufly  conveyed  away.  L.etters  of  marque  and 
reprifal  were  now  iffued  by  the  province  of  Maffa- 
f^hufet’s  Bay  againft  all  Britifh  fhips,  and  courts  of 
Admiralty  were  eftablifhed  for  their  trial  and  con^ 
demnation,  which  example  was  fopn  fplloiyed  by  the 
other  Colonies. 

I 

All  this  time  the  Britifh  army  in  Boflon  fufFered  an 
inglorious  blockade,  reduced  to  great  extremities  by 
the  feverity  of  an  American  winter,  and  fcarcity  of 
fuel  and  frefh  provifions  :  it  proved,  however,  a  very 
fortunate  circumfta nee,  that  the  feafon  was  lefs  rigo- 
pus  than  uliialf;  General  Gage  refigned  the  com¬ 
mand 


^  Colonel  Batrt§. 


+  Many  have  been  at  a  lofs  to  accouilt  for  the  cold  being  more 
intenft  in  ihe  northern  parts  of  the  Weiterq  hemifphcre,  tnan  in 
European  countries  under  the  fame  degree  of  latitude  ;  but  when 
it  is  confider^Hl,  thatwhilll  the  |ierciniiiH  foreft  oyerfhadowed  a 
great  pi'  i  of  Germany  and  Poland,  Europe  was  ^uch  colder  than 
it  is  at  prefent ;  the  caufe  of  the  fuperior  coldnefs  of  America,  will 
be  found  to  be  the  vaft  quantity  of  wood  which  overfareads  the 
COi^ntry,  and  *vhjch  bothcolieds  vapours,  and  exclude  from  the 
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iTiand  to  general  Howe,  and  the  Americans  being 
furniflied  with  cannon  and  mortars  from  the  tranfports 
which  they  had  taken,  erected  works  on  Dorchefter 
neck,  which  commanded  the  town  of  Bofton  to  the 
fouthward,  in  the  lame  manner  as  Bunker’s-hill  to  the  / 
north.  All  attempts  to  dillodge  the  enemy  from 
thefe  heights  proved  ineffectual,  and  the  town  was 
at  length  evacuated  on  the  17th  of  March,  1776. 

It  had  never  been  the  defign  of  the  Comrmnder  in 
Chief  to  open  the  next  campaign  from  Bofton;  and 
in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  an  order  was  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  America,  to  abandon 
the  town,  and  to  remove  the  army  to  New  York. 
The  late  arrival  of  this  order,  together  with  the  want 
of  tranfports,,  prevented  this  evacuation  taking  place 
fooner:  6000  rank  and  file,  and  900  fick,  embark¬ 
ed,  and  proceeded  to  Halifax;  but  xonfiderablc 
quantities  of  linen  and  woollen  merchandizes  were 
left  in  the  town,  which  received  no  injury  from  the 
troops ;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  Wafhington,  with 
his  army  continued  a  calm  fpeftator  of  the  tranfaCti- 
on,  and  made  no  attempt  to  molcft  the  troops,  al¬ 
though  they  were  much  expofed  to  his  attacks  (Whilft 
embarking. 

A  numbef  of  Americans,  amounting  to  about 
1500,  accompanied  General  Howe, to  Halifax  ;  but 
Congrefs  iffued  an  order,  that  the  effefts  of  all  fuch 
fhould  be  confifeafed  and  fold,  the  produce  of  which 
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earth  the  ray*  of  the  fun.  Whenever  the  morafles  ihall  be  drain¬ 
ed,  the  woods  cleared,  and  the  foil  cultivated,  the  air  will  become 
more  temperate.  / 

Canada,  at  this  day,  fays  Mr.  Gibbon,  is  an  exaft  pid^ure  of 
ancient  Germany.  Although  htuated  in  the  fame  parallel  with 
the  fined  Provinces  of  France  and  England,  that  country  experi¬ 
ences  the  mod  rigorous  cold.  The  great  river  St.  Laurence  is  re¬ 
gularly  trezen,  in  a  fealbn  when  the  waters  of  the  Seine  ahd  the 
i  haiues  arc  ufually  free  from  ice. 

Decline  of  the  Roman  Empire j  Vol.  I.  p.  zSz*  ^ 
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Jould  be  applied  to  the  public  fervice.  Thore  wh® 
ftaid  behind  that  were  attached  to  the  royal  caufe^ 
and  had  taken  an  adtive  part  againft  their  country- 
rnen  in  arms,  were  brought  to  trial,  as  enemies  to 
their  country,  and  luch  as  were  found  guilty  fuffered 

like  confifeation. 

A  tran(p)ort  velTel  having  Lieutenant  Colonel  Oamp- 
b!e^  and  about  £Oo  Highland  troops  on  board,  foon 
after  failed  into  Bofton,  not  appri;?ed  of  its  being  in 
poireilion  of  the  Americans.  Several  other  veffels  fell 
into  the  fame  fnare. 

In  Virginia,  Lord  Dunmore  having  publidied  a 
proclamation,  declaring  all  negro  Haves  in  the  Colo¬ 
ny  to  be  free,  the  meafure  fpread  fuch  a  general 
abhorrence,  that  the  Governor  was  obliged  to  retire 
>on  board  the  Hiips  of  war  which  lay  in  James  river, 
and  after  burning  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and  Portf- 
mouth,  retreated  to  Florida. 

A  fquadron,  commanded  by  Sir  Peter  Parker,  had 
failed  from  Portfmouth  the  latter  end  of  the  year*, 
for  the  redudVion  of  Charleftown  in  South  Carolina. 
At  Halifix  he  took  on  board  a  body  of  troops  under 
the  command  of  General  Clinton.  This  force  ar¬ 
rived  off  Cape  Fear  the  beginning  of  May, 
and  a  month  afterwards  the  fhips  anchored 
before  Charl^own-bar.  A  ftrong  force  was 

coIled;ed 

^  *  The  Far]  of  Cornwallis  was  fecond  in  command  on  this  expe- 
wition.  That  nobleman,  when  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  a^ltook 
place,  propofedina  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  fucli  an 
amendment  to  the  preamble  of  the  aft,  as  went  to  renounce  the 
fight  of.  Great  Firltaln  to  impofe  taxes  on  America,  notwirhfland- 
rn  g  which,  his  dread  of  the  imputation  of  backward nefs  in  his  mili- 
fary  p’'ofefHon,  led  him  to  facrifice  his  political  opinions,  and  draw 
his  tword  in  t.  caiife  which  he  had  declared  to  b«  unjuft. 
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co^eded  to  defend  this  important  poft,  and  Conr 
grefs  entrufted  the  command  to  General  Lee,  an 
Englilh  officer,  who  had  fought  with  honour  in  Por¬ 
tugal^  where  he  commanded  a  regiment,  and  aded 
under  Brigadier  General  Burgoyne.  His  enthufiafm 
in  the  American  caufe  led  him  to  throw  up  his  com- 
million,  abandon  his  native  country,  and  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  the  revolted  ft'ates. 

Much  time  was  loft  in  getting  tlie  fhips  over  the 
bar,  fo  fnat  it  was  not  till  the  2^8th  of  June,  1776, 
that  the  attack  was  made  upon  the  fort,  when  a  del- 
perate  adtion  enfued,  whicli  was  fupported  for  ten 
hours,  in  which  the  fliips  were  very  roughly  handled, 
and  a  dreadful  flaugliter  was  made  of  the  men. 
Never  did  Britifh  valour  Ihine  more  confpicuoufly. 
The  troops  \vere  landed  with  a  defigrt  to  attack  the 
American  lines  on  the  la^d  fide ;  but  being  obliged 
to  pafs  a  ftream  which  was  generally  fordable,  but 
then  had  rifen  fo  high  as  to  be  impaflable,  but  by 
means  of  boats,  which  conveyance  not  being'  at 
hand,  the  troops  did  not  advance,  whereby  they  ef-' 
caped  an  ambufeade  and  malked  batteries,  which 
were  formed  to  cut  them  off. 

Hitherto  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  had  been  paff- 
ed  with  'a  boafted  unanimity  ^  but  a  ftep  was  now 
taken  which  greatly  divided  the  Americans  in  opini--. 
on,  and  ferved  to  introduce  difeord  and  diffention 
among  them.  This  was  the  declaration  of  indepen¬ 
dence  made  by  the  Congrefs  on  the  4Lh  of  July,  1776. 
State  neceifity,  which  has  been  fo  often  pleaded  in 
defence  of  meafures  repugnant  to  the  eftablilTied 
forms  of  goveamment,  and  to  the  general  fenfe  of  a 
people,  was  urged  on  this  occafion.  Great  Britain, 
lay  they,  has  hired  foreign  mercenaries  to  reduce  us 
to  a  ftate  of  unconditional  fubmiffion  :  we  are  there¬ 
fore  compelled  to  renounce  our-  allegiance  to  her  as 
a  preparatory  ftep  to  our  obtaining  fuccour  from  fo¬ 
reign 
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reign  powers ;  for  whilft  we  remain  fubordinatc  Cor 
fonies,  It  would  be  a  folecifm  in  politics  for  any  Eu-- 
ropean  ftate  to  league  with  us.  We  do  not  break 
the  connexion,  it  is  already  broken  and  dilfolved  • 
and  thus  abandoned,  all  laws,  human  and  divine’ 
not  only  permit,  but  demand  of  us,  to  provide  eve- 

means  for  our  own  prefer- 
vation.  ^ 


We  are  told  by  an  American  refugee,*  that  when 
the  queibon  concerning  the  independence  of  A.meri- 
ca  w'as  put  in  Congrels,  the  Colonies  were  equally 
divided,  fix  againft  fix.  The  delegates  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  being  alfo  divided,  that  Colony  gave  no  vote  f 
which  occafioned  the  alTembly  to  be  adjourned  until  ' 
the  next  day,  when  one  of  the  delegates,^  v/ho  had 
the  day  before  oppofed  the  meafure,  retnrdfed  his 
opinion,  and  gave  the  caking  vote  for  independence, 
The  Congrefs  then  ifllied  a  declaration,  in  which 
they  afligned  reafons  for  their  withdrawing  their  a]le-r 
giance  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  In  this  paper 
they  difcard  that  conftitutional  language,  in  which 
complain^  are  ever  exprelled  by  Britifh  fubjecfls, 
and  dircLi  all  their  charges  in  unqualified  terms 
againft  the  throne  itfelf.  They  no  longer  complain^ 
edofaBiitilh  parliament,  ora  Britifh  miniftry,  but 
of  a  Biitilh  King.  The  declaration  of  independence 
was  (bon  followed  by  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union  between  the  ftates  of  America,  by 
which  the  general  Congrefs  obtained  the  power  of 
regulating  all  matters  relative  to  politics  and  war, 

but 


*  Mr.  Galloway. 

'f'  The  Colony  of  Pennfylvania  fent  feven  delegates  to  the  firft 
Congrefs,  but  the  niiuiber  deputed  uiufl  I^ve  been  “Afterwards  ali 
tered  to  octafion  this  equality. 

X  Mr.Dkkenfon. 


but  had  no  controul  over  the  Provincial  affemblles  in 
their  regulations  of  the  internal  government  of  the 
feveral  Provinces.  Hereby  the  Americans  engaged 
to  yield  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  mandates  of  fifty 
or  fixty  men,  from  whofe  decrees  there  lay  no  ap¬ 
peal;  but  in  fome  meafure  to  check  this  authority, 
every  ftate  had  the  power  of  recalling  at  any  time  its 
delegates,  or  any  one  of  them,  and  offending  others 
in  their  room^^^  and  a  general  ele<ftion  was  to  be  made 
annually  in  the  month  of  November. 

A  council  of  ftate  was  alfo  formed  from  the  mem¬ 
bers  which  compofed  the  Congrefs  ;  to  confift  of  one 
for  each  of  the  ftates,  who  was  to  be  annually  no- 
minated  by  the  other  delegates  of  his  refpedive  ftate. 
This  body  was  invefted  with  various  powers,  for  car¬ 
rying  into  effedl  fuch  meafures,  as  (hould  be  frora 
time  to  time  refolved  upon  in  Congrefs ;  it  was  de- 
figned  to  be  the  executive  part  of  government,  whea 
that  alfembly  was  not  fitting,  and  was  entrufted 
with  the  expenditure  of  the  monies  voted  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  affembly  of  the  ftates  for  the  public  fervice. 

The  reludance  which  the  Americans  in  general 
Ihewed  to  the  ad:  of  fevering  them felves  fer  ever 
from  their  mother  country,  feems  to  point  out,  that 
the  fending  of  foreign  troops  to  that  continent  to  re¬ 
cover  the  people  to  obedience,  was  the  (die  caufe 
which  produced  this  ^difmemberment  of  the  empire. 

'  Had  the'whole  force  of  Great-Britain  been  exerted  on 
its  proper  element,  had  every  nerve  been  ftrained 
to  equip  and  man  a  formidable  fleet,  and  had  the 
operations  of  the  war  in  its  commencement  been 
purely  maritime ;  had  the  ports  of  that  continent 
been  blocked  up,  and  all  intercourfe  with  foreign 
ftates  cfFedually  cut  off,  we  lliould  not  have  heard 
of  American  independence,  and  the  defigns  of  France 
to  reduce  the  confequence  of  this  country,  by 
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aiding  the  revolted  Colonies,  would  have  beenhaffted 
dlmoft  as  foonas  formed.  An  efFe^\ual  force,  at  fea, 
in  the  full  vigour  of  operation,  was  the  only  terror 
which  could  intimidate  that  reftlcfs  rival.  The  am- 
j3hibious  Americans,  inclofed  within  the  confines  of 
jheir  lands,  might  have  become  tradable.  Abound¬ 
ing  in  wants,  which  they  were  unable  from  within 
'  themielves  to  fupply,  they  would  have  luflfered  hu¬ 
miliating  inconveniencies,  but  would  h.^ve  been  ex¬ 
empted  from  thofe  mifei  ies  which  an  hoftile  army  .is 
difpofed  to  inflid,  and  which  inevitably  drives  a  peo¬ 
ple  to  defperation.  But  the  notion  that  the  Arneri- 
cans  were  to  be  dragooned  into  unconditional  fub- 
milfion  was  yet  prevalent,  although  difproved  by 
repeated  experiments.  Hence  a  ruinous  land  war 
was  to  be  maintained  in  another  hemifphere,  where 
the  face  of  the  country  every  where  rendered  vido-^ 
lies  ineffedual.  It  muft  be  ov/ned,  that  it  required 
an  uncommon  fhare  of  fagacity  in  a  monarch,  to  de¬ 
cide  for  himfelf,  how  he  ought  to  ad  in  fo  embarraf- 
fing  a  fituation,  and  as  great  a  lliare  of  firmnefs  a? 
wifdorn,  to  darry  the  proper  plan  into  execution.  In 
tlxe  Britifh  cabinet,  every  meafure  is  viewed  with  ap¬ 
probation  or  diftafte,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
friends  which  it  will  ferve.  No  minifter  would  have 
fuggefted  a  merely  naval  blockade,  or  perhaps  have 
cheerfully  concurred  in  efieding  it.  Such  a  plan  of 
condud  would  have  tended  too  much  to  cauie  the 
public  good  to  preponderate  over  private  gain.  A 
predatory  war  was  calculated  to  enrich  thoufands  ;  a 
war  of  pofts  was  utterly  unfavourable  to  the  acquire 
ing  of  private'  fortunes;  befides  which^  it  did  not 
pofTefs  that  eclat  which  gratifies  a  high  fpirited  nati¬ 
on  ;  but  it  was  the  only  condud  by  which  its  interefts 
could  beeffedually  ferved. 

Admiral  Lord  Howe  was  appointed  to  the  cpm-^ 
mand  of  t||e  fleet,  which  was  deftined  to  eo-operater 
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with  the  army  againft  the  Colonies.  A  great  nutn* 
'berof  the  young  nobility  and  gentry  leized  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  initiating  themfeives  in  the  art  mili¬ 
tary,  by  ferving  as  officers  or  volunteers.  In  llie 
meantime  the  army  under  Gen.  Howe  fulFered  great 
inconveniencies  and  hardfhips  at  Halifax  and  the 
fummer  being  advanced,  the  General  determiiied  to 
proceed  to  New-York,  and  there  wait  the  arrivai  of 
his  brother  with  the  troops-from  Europe.  He  ap¬ 
peared  off  Sandy  Hook  the  day  before  the  dedarati- 
OH  of  independence  was  palfed  in  Congrefs,  and 
landed  on  Staten  Ifland  without  opix)fition.  Lord 
Howe  arrived  on  the  14th’ of  July,  1776,  when  the 
combined  army  confifted  of  20,121  rank  and  file,  of 
which  1,677  fick.* 

The  General  and  Admiral  having, been  appointed 
€ommiffioners  f  for  reftoring  peace  to  the  Colonies 
under  the  late  aff  of  parliartient,  and  for  granting 
pardorvs,  before  they  entered  upon  adfion  fent  flags 
on  fhore,  accompanied  with  letters  to  the  late  gover-  > 
tiors  of  the  Colonies,  acquainting  them  with  the  civil 
and  military  powers  with  which  they  .were  furniflied, 
and  defiring  that  a  declaration,  which  was  at  the 
fame  time  fent,  might  be  publilhed  as  generally  as 
poflible;  but  thefe  endeavours  to  bring  about  a  re¬ 
conciliation  had  nb  effebf.  A  letter  was  alfo  fent  by 
the  fame  conveyance  to  Mr.  Walhington;  but  as 
the  fuperfeription  did  not  addrefs  him  by  the  title  and 
in  the  form  due  to  the  rank  which  he  held  under  the 
Congrefs,  he  refufed  to  receive  it.  A  letter  frora 
Lord  Howe  to  Dr.  Franldin  was  received  and  an- 

fwered. 

*  Mr.  tialloway  afTerts,  that  Gen.  Howe’s  force  wat  40,874. 
I.etters  td  a  Nobleman,  page  33.  The  General  dareJ  not  mifre- 
frefent  fneh  afaft  to  the  Houfe  of  Conunons,  the  writer  ought" 
not  to  have  done  it  to  the  public.  The  difference  of  fome  thou- 
lands,  however,  is  made,  by  calculating  the  force,  in  one  inftanee 
before,  and  in  the  other,  after  General  Clinton  arrived. 

f  't  he  falary  paid  teeach  coiniijiflioners  was  i»ol.  a  week. 
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fwered.  The  hoftile  force  which  was  now  arriv<fcl 
onthecoaft,  had  no  efFedl  in  lowering  ^he  ftyle,  or 
abating  the  claims  of  the  Americans.  Tne  offers  of 
pardon  upon  fubmiflion^  Franklin,  in  his  letter,  re 
jeded  with  fcorn ;  and  the  acknowledgment  of  Arne-* 
rican  independence  was  made  the  only  bafis  of  re¬ 
conciliation.  ‘‘  Yet  I  know  too  well,’"  faid  he^ 
the  abounding  pride  and  deficient  wifdom  of  your 
nation,  to  believe  fhe  will  ever  take  the  fteps  necef- 
fary  to  recover  our  regard.  Her  fondnefs  for  con- 
queft  as  a  warlike  nation,  her  luft  of  dominion  as  an 
ambitious  one,  and  her  thirft  for  a  gainful  monopo¬ 
ly  as  a  commercial  one,  (none  of  them  legitimate 
caufes  of  war)  will  all  join  to  hide  from  her  eyes^ 
every  view  of  her  true  intereft,  and  will  continually 
goad  her  on  in  fhefe  ruinous  diftant  expeditions,  fo 
deftrud^ve  both  of  lives  and  treafure,  that  they  muft 
prove  as  pernicious  to  her  in  the  end,  as  the  Croifades 
formerly  were  to  moft  of  the  nations  in  Europe.  I 
have  not  the  vanity,  my  Lord,  tO/think  of  intimida-* 
ting  by  thus  prediding  the  events  of  the  war,  for  I 
know  it  will  in  England  have  the  fate  of  all  my  for¬ 
mer  predidions,  not  to  be  believed  till  the  event  fhall 
verify  it.” 

He  concluded  with  faying,  V  Long  did  I  endea-^ 
vour,  with  unfeigned  and  unwearied  zeal,  topreferve 
from  breaking  that  fine  and  noble  china  vale,  the 
Britiih  Empire  ;  for  I  know,  that  being  once  broken, 
the  feparate  parts  could  not  retain  even  their  fharcs 
of  the  ftrength  and  value  that  exifted  in  the  whole ; 
and  that  a  perfed  re-union  of  thefe  parts  could  fcarce 
ever  be  hoped  for.”— If  this  was  arrogance,  it  was 
the  defed  of  a  great  mind,  which  fhewed  itfelf  more 
difpofed  to  fpeak  ftrongly  the  nearer  dangers  ap¬ 
proached.  ^  . 

The  unfavourable  reception  given  to  the 
two  brothers,  ,  as  commil^oners,  made  it  now 
neceflary  for  them  to  adt  as  commanders. 

Clinton  and  Cornwallis  from  South  Carolina 

had 
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had  joined  the  main' army  with  3000  meri.  York 
Ifland  was  too  well  fortified  to  invite  the  firfl:  attack. 
Long  Ifland,  although  defended  by  10,600  Ameri¬ 
cans,  under  Putnam,  being  of  much  greater  extent, 
was  more  affiulable.  The  army  made  good  theit 
landing  on  the  fouth-wefl:  fliore,  on  the  :^2d  of  Auguft, 
1776,  and  a  decifive  adVion  was  fought  five  days 
^after  at  Bedford,  when  the  Americans,  unable  to 
withltand  the  valoilr  and  difcipline  of  their  aflailants 
foon- fled  ;  nor  did  Mhe  conduft  of  their  General, 
appear  to  more  advantage  than  the  bravery  of  hi^ 
troops,  for  the  whole  army  would  have  been  cut  ofF^ 
had  not  their  retreat  to  York  Ifland  been  fecured  by 
vvorks  conftru£ted  on  the  heights  of  Brooklyn,  oppo- 
fite  to  New  York,  and  their  embarkation  covered  by 
a  number  of  floating  batteries.  One  thoufand  men 
were  made  prifoners,  with  the  Generals  Sullivan, 
Sterling,  Adell,  and  ten  other  field  officers ;  two 
thoufand  were  killed  or  wounded ;  whilfl:  the  com¬ 
bined  army  did  not  lofe  more  than  three  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  The  city  of  New  York,  and  the  whole 
ifland  on  which  it  isfltuated,  afterwards  furrendered; 
King’s  Bridge,  the  laft  place  of  ftrengtll  v/hich  held 
out,  was  taken  by  alfault;  and  the  garrifon,  con- 
fifting  of  three  thoufand  men,  was  made  prifoners 
of  war*.  Wafhington,  with  the  main  army,  nar¬ 
rowly  efcaped  deftru£lion  on  the  White  Plains.  The 
‘Province  of  new  Jerfey  becoming  then  the  feat  of 
war,  the  foyal  army  drove  their  enemies  before  them 
to  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  notwithftanding  Gene¬ 
ral  Lee  reinforced, the  flying  army  with  a  body  of  four 
thoufand  men.  The  Earl  of  Gornwallis,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  troops  moft  forward  in  the  purfuit,  was 
Unable  to  attack  the  rebels,  through  the  fatigue  which 
his  own  men  had  endured,  and  becaufe  the  whole  of 
his  corps  had  not  joined  him.  This  river  was  there^ 
*  •  November  1 6,  17761 
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fore  croflcd  without  any  moleftation,  and  the  views 
of  tlie  American  General  were  now  directed  to  the 
protedion  of  his  magazines  in  Pennfylvania,  againff 
which  he  expeefed  that  General  Howe’s  force  would 
have  be^n  turned  ;  but  no  boats  could  be  procured 
to  tranlport  the  troops;  and  the  month  of  December 
being  far  advanced,  the  army  was  cantoned  over  the 
Jerleys,  and  the  profecution  of  the  war  to  the  fouth- 
ward  was  referved  for  the  enluing  sampaign.  Four 
tponths  had  been  paflTed  in  very  adive  t'ervice  ;  the 
luccefs  had  been  brilfiant,  and  the  moft  flattering 
j)rolped  prelcnted  iilclf  of  terminating  the  war  in  the 
courfe  of  the  next  year  ;  at  leafl;  of  fuMuing  every  , 
tiling  to  the  foLithward,  but  the  unconquerable  will  of 
the  revolters.  In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  fuch  a  hero 
as  Frederick  III.  would  have  created  the  means  of 
tranfporting  his  vidorious  troops  to  the  oppofite 
lliore,  and  would  not  have  thought  of  repofe  until 
he  had  cut  thelinewsof  the  war,  by  becoming  maf- 
ter  of  the  magazines  which  were  there  depofited;  but 
luen  ardour  is  peculiar  to  commanders  whofe  interell 
ffrongly  incites  them  to  give  the  molt  fpeedy  termi¬ 
nation  to  a  war.  It  is  a  precipitancy  which  aduated 
neither  a  Ferdinand  nor  an  How'e.  No  refledions 
were  at  that  timecalt  upon  the  General  for  not  puffi- 
ing  his  conquefts' farther,  and  his  Sovereign  fet  his 
leal  of  approbation  by  creating  him  a  Knight  of  the 
Bath'^,  The  gallant  Carleton,  who  had  purfued  the' 

Americans 

■  r 

*  A  writer  of  great  nanic,-  a  quarter  of  a  Genuiry  ago,  makes 
the  following  remark  ;  “  A  man  who  lliall  go  out  ofthe  common 
road  of  lite  in  purfuit  of  glory,  and  ferve  the  public  at  the  cx- 
pence  of  his  eafe,  his  fortune^  or  his  pleafure,  would  be  llared 
or  laughed  at  in  every  fafhionablc  circle,  as  a  filly  fellov/,  v.’ho 
preferred  fliews  to  realities,  and  needlefs  toil  to  pleafiirable  en¬ 
joyment.  The  laurel  wealth,  once  afpired  after  a.s  the  highefr 
object  of  ambition,  would  now  be  rated  at  the  market  price  of  its 
materials,  and  derided  as  a  three-penny  crown,  and  if  its  modern 
lubflitutcs  the  ribbon,  or  the  coronet,  be  eagerly  fought  after,  it 
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Americans  under  the  command  of  Arnold  acrofs 
Lake  Champlain,  and  taken  or  deftroyed  all  their 
veffels  near  Crown  Point,  received  the  fame  honorary 
diftindtion.  General  Clinton  at  the  head  of  fix  thou- 
fand  men,  with  a  fquadron  commanded  by  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  took  poflTeflion  of  Rhode  Ifland,  which,  as 
it  afforded  a  fecure  harbour,  was  a  very  Valuable  ac- 
quifition  ;  for  which  fervice  he  Was  likcwife  invefted 
with  a  red  ribbon..  It  might,  however,  be  afked, 
why  this  fquadron  and  detachment  of  troops  did  not 
rather  fleer  to  the  fouthward,  and  by  failing  up  the 
Delaware,  facilitate  the  paffage  of  the  main  army 
into  Pennfylvania,  and  fecure  thepofleflion  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  .?  The  Congrefs,  thinking  that  capital  infe- 
cUre,  had  removed  to  York-Town. 

Before  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  the  Commaridet 
in  Chief  had  written  to  the  American  mfriilter  the 
outlines  of  his  plan  of  operation  for 'the  next  cam¬ 
paign  with  the  force  requiflte,  in  order,  if  poilible, 
to  finifh  the  war  in  one  year.  He  propofed,  that  ten 
thoufand  men  fhould  adl  on  the  fide  of  Rhode  Ifland, 
and  penetrate  ealtward  into  the  country  towards  Bof- 
ton,  leaving  two  thoufand  for  the  defence  of  Rhode 
Ifland  j  ten  thoufand  in  the  Province  of  New  York, 
to  move  up  the  North  River  to  Albany ;  five  thou¬ 
fand  for  the  defence  of  York  Ifland  and  its  depend¬ 
encies,  eight  thoufand  to  cover  Jerfey,  and  to  keep 
General  Wafhington’s  army  in  check,  by  giving  a 
jealoufy  to  Philadelphia,  which,  as  well  as  Virginia, 
he  propofed  to  attack  in  autumn.  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  he  propofed  as  objedts  for  winter.  ,  But 
to  carry  this  plan  into  execution,  he  informed  his 
lordfhip,  that  ten  fhips  of  the  line,  and  a  reinforcement 
of  fifteen  thoufand  rank  and  file  would  be  abfolutely 

is  not  that  they  are  regarded  as  the  diftinaions  of  public  virtue. 
Init  as  the  enfigns  of  vanity  and  place.”  Bro^vti’s  Ellimale 
Val.  I.  Sea  6.  -  '  ’ 

T  2  necellary, 
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iieceiTary,  befides  an  additional  battalion  of  artilierv 
bucha  rcquifition  at  a  time,  when,  in  England,  Ame¬ 
rica  was  confidered  as  almoft  conquered,  was  looked 
upon  as  extravagant,  but  future  experience  juftified 
the  calculation,  and  a  moll  unexpected  event  gave  a 
new  turn  to  the  war. 

The  inhabitants  of  New  Jerfey  fuirered  feverely 
from  the  unbridled  licentioufnefs  of  the  troops,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  German  auxiliaries;  an  attachment- 
to  the  royal  caufe  was  no  protedion  againll  thefe 
depredations.  In  confequence  of  this  cruel  opprclTion, 
llie  minds  of  the  natives  were  alienated,  difciplinc 
among  the  troops  was  fatally  relaxed,  and  a  danger- 
ous  fecurity  prevailed.  Walhington  availed  himfelf 
or  this  poiture  of  affairs,  and  collefting  3000  men 
his  army  having  almoft  deferted  him,  on  Chriftmas- 

Delaware  upon  the  ice,  and  furpriz- 
moft  weflward  poft,  which  was  oc- 
cu pied  by  about  1200  Heffians  %  commanded  by 
Colonel  Rhall,  to  whom  General  Howe  had  fent  or-^ 
ders  to  build  redoubts  for  the  better  fecurity  of  fo 
important  a  ftation.  Thefe  orders  had  been  negleftcd, 
and  the  Commander  was  apprized  of  the  approach  of 
the  enemy  when  oppreffed  with  intoxication.  In 
this  ftate  of  imbecility  he  attempted  to  rally  his  troops 
and  march  them  out  to  the  attack,  but  in  the  firft 
onfet  the  American  riflemen  directed  their  fhot  fo 
perfonally,  that  moft  of  the  officers  fell,  and  among 
them  Colonel  Rhalf  who,  for  his  unfoldiery  neali- 
gence  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  life.  The  troops,  de- 

*  The  reafon  which  General  Howe  aflign.s  for  entrufting  fuch 
an  irnpoftant  poft  to  foreigners,  is,  that  the  left  was  the  poll  cf 
the  Heliians  in  the  line,  and  had  he  changed  it  upon  this  occa-^ 
lion.  It  muft  have  been  confidered  as  a  dilgrace,  fince  the  famefi- 
tuation-  held  in  the  cantonments  as  in  the  camp.  Two  of  thefe 
battalions  had  feryed  in  Germany  during  the  laft  war  w^ith  great 
credit,  and  had  given  recent  proofs  of  their  bravery. 

prived 
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priveci  of  their  ofHccrs,  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
lurrendered  prifoners  of  war. 

Thi^  ilroke  revived  the  drooping  fpirits  of  tlie 
Americans  :  another  army  vvasfoon  collefted,  and  all 
Weft  Jtrfey,  together  with  aconfiderable  part  of  the 
eaftern  diftrid,  was  recovered  as  rapidly  as  it  had 
been  loft.  It  feems,  however,  ftrange,  that  all  thc' 
fortrefles  in  the  country  ftioiild  be  fo  haftily  abandon¬ 
ed,  when  fo  large  an  army  was  at  hand  to  alfift  in 
keeping  the  poffellion  of  them.  The  Commander  in 
Chief  has  been  roundly  charged,  with  throwing  afide 
the  cares  annexed  to  his  important  truft,  and  giving 
himfelf  up  to  the  blandifhments  of  beauty  and  the 
tafcination  of  deep  play. 

Not  fo  were  the  interefts  of  the  New  States  attend¬ 
ed  to.  Dr.  Franklin  had  pafled  over  into  France, 
tor  the  purpofe  of  forming  an  alliance  with  that 
kingdom,  whofe  fecret  fupport  and  affiftance  had  at 
all  times  been  rendered.  This  man  (who  formerly 
for  many  years  carried  on  the  bufinefs  of.  a  printer  at 
Philadelphia)  may  be  confidered  as  the  firft  fruits  of 
X  American  genius :  and  perhaps  no  man  ever  owed 
more  to  the  time  and  place  of  his  birth  :  had  he 
been  a  native  of  London  infte^d  of  Bofton,  and  born 
into  the  fame  rank  of  fociety the  world  would 
probably  never  have  heard  his  name  either  as  a  phi- 
lolopher  or  politician.  Pent  within  a  populous  city, 
his  occupation  would  have  been  more  laborious,  and 
.  his  incentives  to  cultivate  fpeculative  fcience,  would 
have  been  fupprefled  by  every  confideration  of  intereft 
or  ambition.  He  might  have  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as 
an  ingenious  artift,  but  he  would  neither  have  formed 
an  hyporhefis  to  account  for  the  phoenomenon  of 
t\K  Aurora  Borealis,  nor  have  traced  out  the  principles 

arjd  operations  of  the  eleditrical  fluid ;  and  what  is 

% 

f  His  father  was  a  tallow-chandler. 
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much  more  iiiiportarU,  lie  would  never  have  become 
a  powerful  engine  to  Oiake  a  great  empire,  and  to 
ered  a  congeries  of  republics  from  its  difrnembered 
parts;  nor  would  he  have  hacl  the  appropriated  dif. 
tindion  ot  being  the  principal  agent  to  introduce  a 
new  s;ra  in  the  hifiory  of  mankind,  which  may  prove 
as  important  as  any  which  have  yet  elapfed,  by  pro¬ 
curing  a  Icgillative  power  to  the  weftern  hemifphere. 
In  this  view  lie  may  be  confideredas  a  greater  enemy 
to  England  than  even  Philip  II.  or  Louis  XIV. 

His  love  of  fcience  marked  his  early  years  * ;  and, 
as  if  no  event  of  iiis  life  was  deltined  to  be  unim- 
jiortant,  even  an  intrigue  which  caufed  him  to  quit 
Bollon  and  fettle  in  Philadelphia,  brought  him  into  a 
wider  i'phere  ol  adion,  qnd  placed  him  in  a  more 
refpedable  fituation  :  he  had,  however,  palTed  the 
rneridian  of  life,  before  he  rendered  himfelf  confpi- 
cuous  as  a  politician.  As  his  influence  became  ex- 
tenfive,  it  was  exerted  to  inculcate  among  the  people 
the  virtues  of  frugality,  temperance,  and  induftry  ; 
and  all  his  labours  were  direded  to  advance  the  effen- 
tial  Interefts  of  humanity.  He  poflefled  the  plainnefs 
pf  manners,  and  precifion  of  thought,  which  charac¬ 
terized  John  de  Witt,  but  he  ever  efcaped  falling 
under  any  popular  odium,  either  by  being  raafter  of 
fuperior  addrefs,  or  ading  under  more  fortunate 
contingencies  than  that  devoted  patriot. 

Trammelled  in  no  fyltem,  he  may  be  faid  to  be  a 
philofopher  without  the  rules,  a  politician  without 
adopting  the  Roman  pandeds,  and  a  ftatefman  with¬ 
out  having  facrificed  to  the  graces :  poflefling  a  di- 
verfity  of  genius  without  a  yerfatility  of  temper. 

f  There  arc  fomc  letters  now  extant  which  he  wrote  to  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  in  the  year  lySjS,  when  he  v/as  only  twenty-one 
ycar.s  of  a2:e.  ^ 

Such 
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Such  was  the  man,  thoughtful,  dfliberate,  colled- 
ed,  and  circumfpeeliive ;  who,  when  more  than 
feventy  years  of  age,  appeared  at  the  court  of  France, 
firft,  asan  Agent,  and  afterwards  as  a  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  New  American  States.  All  ranks  vied 
with  each  other  in  paying  their  court  to  this  ' 

headed  fage.  Among  the  fubjeds  of  an  ablolute 
monarch,  it  became  fafliionable  to  admire  the  Ipirit 
of  freedom,  and  the  new  member  of  the  corps  di¬ 
plomatique  was  complimented  in  an  hyperbole  ot 
panegyric  Public  admiration  is,  however,  no 
proofof  merit;  the  frivolous  frequently  obtain  it 
when  it  is  denied  to  the  wife.  His  negotiations  with 
the  court  of  France  required  uncommon  abilities,  and 
that  he  has  fucceeded  in  the  arduous  woik,  proves, 
that  during  his  long  life,  he  had  praftically  iludied 
the  philofophy  of  man. , 

Whilft  the  war  was  waging  in^  the  Jerfeys,  Con- 
grefs  fet  on  foot  a  loan  for  five  millions  of  dollars,  at 
four  per  cent,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States :  the 
Americans,  at  the  fame  time,  opened  their  ports  to 
all  foreign  merchant  fliips,  and  found  their  wants  in 
fome  degree  relieved  by  the  fupplies  brought  to  this 
new  market.  Then  it  became  evident,  how  deftruC'*- 
tive  a  ftep  it  had  been  to  delude  the  nation  by  a 
reduction  of  the  number  of  feamen.  The  American 
cruizers  fwarmed  in  the  European  feas,  and  our 
homeward  bound  Weft  India  ITiips  fell  a  prey  to 
thefe  vigilant  enemies;  by  which  the  planters  in  the 
iflands,  and  the  merchants  at  home,  were  alike  in-» 
volved  in'  ruin.  The  Ioffes  in  merchandize  and  fhip- 
ping  taken  by  the  Americans,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year  1776,  w^s  computed  to  exceed  a  million  fter^ 
ling.  In  the  ports  of  Spain  and  France,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  privateers  found  fafety  and  affiftance,  and  their 

*  The  motto  affixed  to  his  buft  at  Paris,  is  Eripuit  calo  fuEneh, 
fceptnimque  tyrannis* 


[  272  J 

prizes,  were  there  openly  fold,  until  our  Ambaffadors 

ffri  .  1  :'5‘^°^l^'-2ted  againll  fuch  a  condudt, 

atter  which  theie  captures  were  difpofed  of  in  a  more 

lecret  and  guarded  manner,  Iq  the  French  Weil- 
4ndiainands,  the  Americans  were  publicly  counte¬ 
nanced  and  even  French  foips  received  American 
commifoons,  and  with  few,  and  fom.etimes  with  no 
American  feamen  on  board,  made  prey  of  the  Bri  tifo 
commerce,  infomuch  that  inforance  on  our  home- 
W'ard  bound  fhtps  was  advanced  to  23  per  cent. 

In  the  rnidft^  pf  thefe  commercial  diftrefles,  the 
manufaebiircs  of  England  felt  no  dangerous  flagna- 
tion  i  for  thofe  nations  which  now  fupplied  the  Ame¬ 
rican  markets,  not  being  able  from  themfelves  to  fur- 
nifh  the  goods  required,  were  obliged  to  foek  a  fup- 
py  from  hence  j  and  further,  in  fogie  degree,  to 
^mpenfate  for  the  lofs  of  our  merchant  fhips,  the 
Icing’s  frigates  captured  a  great  number  of  American 
veffols,  both  privateers  and  traders,  which  they  car¬ 
ried  intq  the  ports  of  our  Weft  India  iflands,  and 
thereby  relieved  theprefong  wants  of  the  inhabitants. 
Our  commerce  being  thus  rendered  infepure  the 
Thames  prefented  the  unufual  and  melancholy  fio-ht 

rtlips,  particularly  Prench 
taking  in  cargoes  of  Englift  commodities  for  various 
parts  of  Europe,  the  property  of  our  own  merchants 
who  were  thus  reduced  to  feek  that  protec^tion  under 
the  colpuis  of  other  nations,  which  the  Britifh  flacr 
uied  to  afford  to  all  the  world.  ^ 

The  arlenals  of  Prance  were  filled  with  naval  fiores 
<Uid  in  every  port  pf  the  kingdom  as  vigorous  exer¬ 
tions  were  made  to  fit  out  a  formidable  navy,  as  it 
H  war  \vas  actually  vvaging,  whilft  the  fiqances  of  that 
kingdom  were  entrufted  to  Mr,  Necker,  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  and  profelTing  file  proteftant  religion, 
mit  whofe  abilities  were  lb  confpicuous,  as  to  raife 
him  to  this  diftingnifhed  ftation,  notwithltanding 

every 
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obilacle  arifing  from  birth  and  prejudice.  The 
warlike  preparations  in  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  were 
alfo  earned  on  with  a  degree  of  fpirit  imufual  in  that 
country.  Thefe  hollile  portents  at  length  called  forth 
the  attention  of  miniftry,  and  early  in  Odtober,  fix- 
teen  additional  Ibips  of  the  line  were  put  into  com^ 
milfion,  a  bounty  of  five  pounds  was  offered  for 
every  able-bodied  feaman,  and  prefs  warrants  were 
uTued  for  tlie  more  effectual  manning  of  the  fleet  : 
an  embargo  was  laid  on  the  exportation  of  provifions 
from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  a  general  faft  ap- 
po'nted. 

The  Parliament  affembled  on  the  31(1  of  Odtober, 
1776.  Early  in  the  fummer  ten  new  peers  had  been 
created,  wlio  had  been  called  up  a  few  days  before 
the  clofe  pf  the  lad  feflion  ;  three  Barons  had  been 
advanced  to  Earldgms,  and  one  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Vifeount.  Jn  Ireland,  'the  peerage  was  augmented 
by  the  creation  of  eighteen  new  Barons,  befides  fe- 
veral  promotions  in  point  of  rank.  Since  the  year 
t7;66,  no  coinm’oner  had  been  advanced  to  an  Eng- 
lifh  peerage  ;  but  fo  great  an  addition  at  one  time  had 
never  before  been  niade  but  in  the  year  1711,  when 
twelve  new  peprs  were  created  on  the  fame  day  by 
Queen  Anne.  Such  an  exercife  of  tfie  royal  prero¬ 
gative  at  that  time,  excited  great  clarpour  in  the  aar 
tion,  as  the  dcfign  was  evidently  tp  obtain  a  majo¬ 
rity  in  the  Houfe  of  Lord^;,  \yhich  could  not  be  fe- 
cured  without  fuch  an  accclliop  of  members:  but  in 
*  the  prefect  inftance  no  fuch  neceflity  prompted  to 
the  beflowal  of  dignities,  as  decifive  naajorities  had 
carried  every  minif  erial  meafure,  thefe  difiinedions 
therefore  rather  excited  furprize  than  alarm,  for  the 
nation  was  no  longer  apprehenfive  of  danger  frorn 
fhe  exercife  of  prerogative. 

In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  declaration  of 
independence  made  by  the  Colonies  was  faid  to  be 

caufed 
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caufed  by  the  daring  and  defperate  fpirit  of  the  leaders 
there,  whofe  objett  had  ever  been  dominion  and 
power,  and  whereby  the  unhappy  people  had  been 
deluded  and  opprefied  that  if  their  treafon  was  fuf- 
fered  to  take  root,  much  mifehief  muft  grow  from  it, 
to  the  fafety  of  the  loyal  Colonies,  to  the  commerce 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  to  the  fyftem  of  Europe.  His 
Majelly,  however,  confiddred  it  as  one  great  advan¬ 
tage  derived  from  the  objed  of  the  rebels  being  openly 
avowed,  that  it  would  produce  unanimity  at  home, 
founded  on  the  general  convidion  of  the  juftice  and 
necelTity  of  our  meafures.  He  fpoke  of  tlie  recovery 
of  Canada,  and  of  the  fuccelTes  at  New  York,  as  giv¬ 
ing  the  flrongeft  hopes  of  the  moft  decifive  good 
confequences,  but  notwithftanding  fofair  a  profped, 
it  was  neceffary,  at  all  events,  to  prepare  for  another 
campaign.  Aflurancesof  amity  were  faid  to  continue 
to  be  received  from  the  different  powers  of  Europe, 
but  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  it  was  expedient 
that  the  kingdom  fhould  be  in  a  refpedable  Hate  of 
defence.  The  fpeech  concluded  with  faying,  that  no 
people  ever  enjoyed  more  happinefs,  or  lived  under  a 
milder  government,  than  thofe  revolted  Provinces ; 
the  improvements  in  every  art  of  which  they  boafted, 
declared  it.  Their  numbers,  their  wealth,  their 
ftrength  by  fea  and  land,  which  they  think  fufficient 
to  enable  them  to  make  head  againft  the  whole 
power  of  the  mother  country,  are  irrefragable  proofs 
of  it.  His  Majefty  declared,  that  his  defire  was  to  - 
reftore  to  them  the  blefllngsoflawandliberty,  equaf 
ly  enjoyed  by  every  Britifh  fubjedt,  which  they  have 
fatally  and  defperately  exchanged  for  all  .the 
calamities  of  war  and  the  arbitrary  tyranny  of  their 
chiefs. 

The  addrefs  of  thanks  for  the  fpeech,  which  was 
moved  for  in  each  Houfe,  was  much  objedfed  to, 
and  an  amendment  propofed :  every  part  of  the 
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Ajcech  underwent  free  animadverfion.  It  was  laid, 
•liiat  t!ie  American  leaders  who  governed  the  people 
with  fo  defpotic  a  rule,  were  plain  men,  invetkd 
with  no  means  of  enforcing  obedience,  their  eftates 
were,  not  larger  than  thofe  of  feveral  private  gentle- 
fnen  in  every  county  in  England,  and  it  was  aficed, 
if  it  could  be  fuppofed  that  a  people  who  are  defcribed 
as  violent  republicans,  Ihouldallat  once  have  chang¬ 
ed  tlieir  nature,  and  refigned  all  their  faculties  of 
thinking,  and  pow'ers  of  adting,  to  a  few  obfcure 
‘lefpots  ?  That  unanimity  at  home  Ihould  be  produc¬ 
ed  by  this  ad  of  delperation  in  the  American  States, 
was  treated  as  a  vifionary  expedation.  It  was  afked, 
what  reafon  is  there  now  to  exped  unanimity  in  fuch 
meafures  as  have  been  uniformly  produdive  of  all  the 
mifchiefs  which  have  been  forefeen  and  predicted  ? 
No  prophecies  were  ever  more  accurately  fulfilled  ; 
and  at  the  time  when  the  Empire  is  difmembered,  and 
America  is  loft  for  ever  ■,  when  foreign  war  is  im¬ 
pending,  the  minifter  flatters  himfelf  that  unanimity 
will  prevail  in  profecuting  the  farne  ruinous  fyftem. 
It  was  irififted,  that  no  alternative  now  remained  but 
recalling  tlie  troops  from  America,  repealing  the  re- 
ftridive  laws  laid  on  the  Colonies,  and  complying 
with  all  that  America  had  afked,  or  to  acknowledge 
her  independence,  conclude  a  commercial  and  fcederal 
treaty  of  union  with  her,  and  endeavour  to  regain  all 
that  we  can  of  thofe  glorious  advantages  which  in  the 
high  career  of  our  pride,  injuftice  and  madncfs,  we 
hadfcattered  abroad.  A  war  with  France  and  Spain 
was  foretold  to  be  at  no  great  diftance,  if  we  fhould 
perfift  in  coercive  meafures  towards  America.  Griev¬ 
ous  and  painful  as  the  Jofs  of  America  would  be,  it 
was  not'however  the  upfhot  of  calamity.  The  quef- 
tion  of  the  Americans  being  our  friends,  or  being  in 
confirmed  enmity,  and  in  compadl  with  our  natural 
enemies,  went  perhaps  to  that  of  our  exiftence  as  a 
ftate.  - 

'  The 
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The  luitiifteml  members,  on  the  other  Ijand,  de¬ 
fended  each  paffage  of  the  fpeech,  as  founded  in  truth 
and  breathing  ientiments  of  tender  affedtion  worthy 
the  royal  breaft.  Tlie  amendment  was  objedted  ta 
as  .11-timed ;  the  mifeondudt  of  minifters  if  fuch 
could  be  proved,  was  a  fit  fubjed  for  parliamentary 
enquiry  m  thecourfe  of  the  felfion,  but  ought  not  to 
be  entered  upon  when  the  bufmefs  before  the  Houfe 
was  merely  to  exprefs  the  affedtion  and  loyalty  of  Par¬ 
liament  to  their  Sovereign.  Shall  we,  faid  they,  now 
relign  all  the  benefits  which  vve  have  derived  from 
our  Colonies,  and  thus  furrender  up  all  our  fources  of 
power  and  opulence,  tamely  fuffering  ourfelves  to  be 
degraded  from  that  rank  whick-rve  now  hold  in  the 
political  fyftem  of  mankind,  or  fhall  we  not  rather 
compel  our  rebellious  Colonies  to  yield  us  that  obe¬ 
dience  to  which  we  are  entitled  ?  It  was  faid,  that  the 
rapid  fiiccelTes  of  the  King’s  troops  in  America,  gave 
the  moll  flattering  encouragement  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy 
and  happy  termination  of  the  conteft,  and  that  the 
next  campaign  would  undoubtedly  be  conclufive. 
In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  one  of  the  neW'created  peers  • 
treaty  the  apprchenfions  of  foreign  interference  as  a 
vain  fear :  it  being  repugnant  to  the  intereft  of  any 
liuropean  ftate,  to  fee  tlie  Con  tinent  of  Eritifh  Ame- 
lica  eredt  itfelf  into  an  independent  ffate  ;  fuch  a  re¬ 
solution,  he  faid,  would  endanger  all  their  poffellions 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  in  the  foutliern  Continent. 
The  addiefs  was  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
by  2,?2  to  83 :  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  91  to  26. 
In  the  latter  Houfe,  the  propofed  amendment  Vvas 
entered  as  a  proteft,  and  figned  by  fourteen  peers  f.. 

*  Lord  Cardiffe,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Bute. 

t  Richmond,  Devontliire,  Portland,  Mancheftcr,  'Rockinsham, 
Scarborough,  King,  Craven,  Fitzwilliam,  Abingdon,  De  Feriais, 
Hmnghaci,  Abergavenny,  and  Ponton  by. 

The 
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The  ftrong  fiipport  which  govenimeUt  received, 
having  now  deprived  oppofition  of  every  profpedt  of 
being  able  to  effedl  a  change  of  meafures,  itiahy 
members  in  both  Houfes  who  had  combated  the 
American  war  in  every  ftage  of  its  advancement, 
now  regularly  withdrew  thernfelves,  'whenever  any 
qiieftion  which  had  that  for  its  objed\,  was  under  the 
difcuflion  of  Parliament ;  this  conduct  was  firft  adopt¬ 
ed^  when  the  refoliitions  were  moved  for  the  num¬ 
ber 'of  feamen  and  land  forces  to  ferve  in  the  enfuing 
year,  and  an  inftance  of  a  fimilar  feceflion,  in  which 
iVlr.  Pitt  was  included,  was  given  in  the  year  1738, 
after  the  ratification  of  the  convention  v/ith  Spain.  It 
was  then  caufed  by  the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  mi- 
nifter  towards  Spain,  to  which  his  oppofers  charged 
him  with  facrificing  the  honour  and  interefts  of  the 
nation;  the  oppofition  now,  charged  the  minifter 
with  having  made  the  fame  facrifice  to  a  different 
propenfity.^^  There  is  no  fuch  thing,”  faid  the  fece^ 
ders,  in  apology  for  their  condudt,  as  faving  a  peo¬ 
ple  againft  their  will.  The  repeated  and  continual 
Warnings  which  have  been  given  of  the  dangers  re- 
fulting  from  thofe  ruinous  meafures  which  were  pur- 
fuing,  and  of  the  fatal  precipice  which  muft  terminate 
that  mad  careeryin  which  they  were  blindly  and  de- 
fperately  driven,  having  had  no  effeft,  to  what  pur- 
pofe  is  it  any  longer  to  withftand  a  force  fo  overbear¬ 
ing  and  refiftlefs,  upon  which  the  weapons  of  reafon 
^nd  argument  can  make  no  impreflion?’*  This  con- 

dudf,  however,  was  not  adhered  to  throuerhout  the 
feffion.  ' 

The  only  bills  that  were  palTed  during  this  felTion 
of  Parliarhent  refpeCting  America,  were,  the  add, 
enabling  the  Admiralty  to  grant  commiflions  or  letters 
of  marque  and  reprifal  to  private  merchantfhips,  au¬ 
thorizing  them  to  make  prize  of  all  veifels,  with  their 
cfFedls,  belonging  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

thirteen 
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thirteen  revolted  Colonies;  and  an  aft,  to  enable  his 
Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  perfons  charged  with, 
or  fufpefted  of,  the  crime  of  high  treafen  committed 
in  America,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or  the  crime  cf 
piracy.  The  firft  of  thefe  bills  occalioned  very  little 
debate.  Lord  Marchmont,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
mov^ed,  that  letters  of  permiflion?’  llioiild  be  fub- 
ftituted  in  the  place  of  letters  of  marque/’  the  lat¬ 
ter  as  he  conceived  being  only  applicable  to  reprifals 
on  a  toreign  enemy,  which  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  other  bill  underwent  a  more  minute  and  rigid 
difcullion,  as  it  went  to  a  partial  fufpenfion  of  the 
habeas  corpus  aft,  by  giving  to  the  crown  a  power 
of  committing  to  any  fpecial  place  of  confinement 
within  any  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  fuch  perfons 
as  came  witliin  the  defeription  of  the  aft.  Several 
alter.vion  ;  '  ere  introduced  into  the  bill  whilft  it  was 
depending  in  the  Heufe  of  Commons,  and  the ’power 
of  committing  was  reflrifted  ^  by  the  exprellion, 

within  the  realm,”  which  in  the  original  draught 
had  floods  in  any  part  of  his  dominions  d’ 

and  the  operation  of  the  bill  was  limited  to  crimes 
committed  out  of  the  realm.  This  aft  was  to  continue 
in  force  until  the  31ft  of  December,  1777,  but  the 
time  of  its  duration  has  been  ever  fince  annually  ex-* 
tended. 

As  the  accounts  of  expences  incurred  during  the 
preceding  year  came  to  be  laid  before  the  committee 
of  fiipply,  many  objeftions  were  raifed  to  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  the  debts  which  had  been  incurred,  the  extra"- 
ordinary  unprovided  fervices  of  the  war  were  ftated 
by  the  minifter  to  amount  to  upwards  of  two  millions  : 
a  film  v/hich  exceeded  the  demand  upon  the  head  of 
extraordinaries  in  any  year  of  the  laft  war,  when  very 
great  fleets  and  armies  were  maintained  in  every  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  globe.  The  rate  at  which  tranfports  were 
engaged  by  government,  and  the  contraft  for  fupply-" 
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ino;  the  army  in  America  with  rum,  were  defcrlbed 
as^wanton  waftes  of  the  public  treafure.  Some  fevere' 
ilridlures  were  palled,  not  only  on  the  manner  of 
making  contradls,  but  on  the  mifehief  rcfulting  from 
fuch  coutrads  being  entered  into  with  members  of 
the  Houfeof  Commons;  whereby  the  public  money 
v/as  not  only  fquandered,  but  the  perfons  who  re-* 
ceived  it  were  bought  to  betray  the  intereils  of  their 
conftituents. 

In  addition  to  the  money  which  had  been  voted  the 
former  felTion  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefl'e  CaiTc!,'  in 
confequence  of  the  treaty  entered  into  with  him  for 
the  hire  of  a  certain  number  of  his  troops,  the  fum 
of  44,oooh  now  appeared.  The  minifter  being  called 
upon  to  explain  this  tranfaftion,  ftated  it  to  be  levy- 
money,  which,  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty^ 
liad  been  demanded  by  the  Landgrave,  he  having 
difeovered  that  the  treaty  of  1755,  v/hich  was  ccnfi- 
dered  as  the  bafis  of  the  prefent,  warranted  fuch  a 
claim.  Nor  was  this  extraordinary  requifition  th<2 
only  one  made  by  this  Prince,  in  confequence  of  the 
humiliating  ftate  of-  dependence  into  which  Great 
Britain  was  brought,  by  obtaining  the  alTiftancc  of 
his  troops th®  minifter  feme  time  after,  moved  for 
tlie  payment  of  above  40,000!,  to  the  Landgrave, 
for  the  expence  of  foreign  hofpital^  irl  the  laft  war. 
Soon  after  the  peace  of  1763,  Coinmiifionersi  had  been 
appointed  to  adjuft,  liquidate,  and  fettle  the  claims, 
made  by  German  Princes.  In  profecuting  this  bufi-. 
iiefs,  the  moft  grofs  and  flagrant  impofltions  had  been . 
detedted,  and  fixty  or  feventy  per  cent,  liad  frequently 
been  ftruck  off  from  the  original  demand.  The  claim 
iiow  revived  had  then  been, made,  but  was  rejected 
totally,  as  well  as  many  others,  they  appearing  to  be 
altogether  ill-founded.  Thofe  who  were  no  friends 
to  the  miniftry,  reprefented  this  demand  as  a  foreign 
tribute,  exadted  from  us  in  the  hour  of  our  diftrefs. 

The 
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The  nation,  faid  they,  is  to  fiibmit  tC)  evety  fliaiiiefui  ^ 
impofition  which  can  be  pradtifed  upon  it  by  the  petty 
Jlates  of  Germany,  left  they  ftiould  withdratv  their 
mercenaries  from  the  fiipport  of  our  fatal  minifterial 
civil  war,  before  they  have  put  the  laft  hand  to  the 
ruin  or  extermination  of  the  Britilh  nation  on  lx)th 
fides  the  Atlantic.  Even  many  of  the  firm  friends  to 
adminiftration  Ihewed  a  full  determination  to  reject 
this  claim,  although  theminiftcr  urged  thejufticeand 
propriety  of  it  with  a  laboured  fpccioufnefs  and  folicit- 
cus  vehemence.  However,  the  payment  was  at  length 
voted  in  a  thin  Houfe  by  a  fmall  majority 

The  court  had  nOw  been  for  fome  years  embar- 
raffed  with  a  heavy  and  encreafing  load  of  debt  on 
the  civil  lift;  which  the  pofture  of  public  affairs  had 
caufed  to  be  held  back  from  Parliament,  until  the 
poverty  of  the  crown  had  become  as  difgraccful  as 
to  be  no  longer  fupportable.  An  account  of  the 
fatal  reverfe  of  fortune  in  America,  by  the  defeat  at 
Trenton,  and  its  confequences,  had  reached  England, 
fo  that  the  profpeCf  of  a  fpeedy  termination  of  the  war, 
with  which  miniftefs  had  amufed  themfelves  and  the 
nation,  was  clouded,  if  not  entirely  loft,  and  the  fupplies 
ncceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  were  enor-” 
moufly  great.  In  this  predicament,  when  every  thing 
tended  to  four  the  temper  of  Parliament,  Lord  North 
was  compelled  to  enter  on  the  unwelcome  bufmefs  of 
announcing  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  exhaufted 
ftate  of -the  royal  coffers;  for  which  purpofe  he 
delivered  a  meffage  from  his  Majefty  f ,  acquainting 
the  Houfe  with  the  difficulties  which  he  laboured  un¬ 
der,  from  debts  incurred  by  the  expences  of  the 
houfcholdand  the  civil  government,  amounting  on  the 
5th  of  the  pieceding  January  to  upwards  of  6oo,oool. 


*  50  to  4^. 
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iinJ  expreffing  his  reliance  on  the  loyalty  atid  afTec- 
rion  of  his  faithful  Commons,  for  making  fome  far¬ 
ther  provifion  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  houfhold, 
and  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown.  Half 
a  million  had  been  granted  by  Parliament  in  1769,  to 
difcharge  the  debts  then  incurred  on  the  civil  lift  ; 
the  minifter  however,  loft  none  of  his  ufual  friends 
upon  this  trying  occafion.  -  He  grounded  the  pro-^ 
priety  of  the  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift,  upon 
tlie  plea  that  the  revenue  which  had  been  appropri¬ 
ated  to  thefupply  of  that  eftabliftiment,  had  exceed¬ 
ed  the  yearly  (urn  of  800,000/.  with  which  it  was 
charged,  by  upwards  of  100,000/.  each  year,  which 
was  the  additional  income  afked.  The  great  increafe 
in  the  value  of  all  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  every 
article  of  expence,  during  the  laft  fifty  years,  wa^ 
infilled  on  ;  and  it  was  obferved,  that  although  this 
advancement  was  felt  by  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
yet  they  were  compenfated  for  it  by  a  confiderable 
increafe  in  the  rents  of  their  eftates ;  was  then  the 
Sovereign  to  be  the  only  gentleman  in  his  dominions, 
who  was  not  to  feel  the  benefit  arifing  from  this  in¬ 
creafe  of  property  ?  On  the  contrary,  was  he  to  be 
impoverifhed  in  an  inverfe  proportion  to  the  general 
happinefs  and  increafed  wealth  of  his  people  ?  The 
numerous  Royal  iflue  was  likewife  adverted  to,  as  a 
confiderable  addition  to  the  expences  of  the  crown. 

The  oppofition  were  divided  in  opinion  on  this 
occafion.  Some  among  them  were  willing  to  dif¬ 
charge  the  prefent  debt,  but  did  not  choofe  to  make 
any  augmentation  in  future  to  the  revenue;  whilft 
orhers.llrenuoufly  infifted,  that  the  whole  bufinefs 
Ihould  undergo  a  full  parliamentary  difcuffion  before 
any  money  lliould  be  voted  to  difcharge  the  debt. 
They  inftanced  the  long  reign  of  George  the  Se¬ 
cond,  throughout  which,  no  application  was  made  to 
Parliament  for  the  difcharge  of  any  debts.  In  the 
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ytar  1746,  indeed  tiie  fum  of  450,000/.  was  ap¬ 
plied  for  by  the  King  in  his  Speech  at  openmg  the 
felfion,  bccaufe  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  fnp- 
port  of  his  civil  government,  had,  for  fome  years, 
fallen  fhort  of  the  revenue  intended,  but  no  com¬ 
plaint  was  made  of  the  infufficiency  of  the  fum  at 
which  the  civil  lift  revenue  was  fettled.  It  waslnfift- 
cd,  that  the  revenues  of  the  crown  were  not  only 
fully  fufticient  for  all  rational  purpofes  of  dignity  and 
magnificence,  but  that  they  already  far  exceeded 
thofe  boundaries  which  were  confiftent  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  limited  monarchy,  and  with  the  fafety  of 
a  conftitution  founded  on  freedom.  It  appeared  by 
the  papers  laid  before  Parliament,  that  half  a  million 
had  been  expended  under  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  without  fpecifying  to  whom,  or  for  what 
purpofe  it  was  iffued.  The  two  Secretaries  of  the 
Treafury  had  received,  for  fecret  fervice  money, 
285,000/.  and  it  was  obferved,  that  the  Treafury 
was  not  the  proper  channel  through  which  money 
expended  for  fuch  purpofes  ought  to  pafs,  for  money 
without  ftint  on  public  account,  fhould  be  entrufted 
to  the  Secretaries  of  State,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
curing  foreign  intelligence,  but  the  officers  of  the 
Treafuiy  have  no  intercourfe  with  foreign  ftates, 
and  can  therefore  be  only  agents  for  mifapplying 
fuch  large  fums  to  the  purpofes  of  bribery  and  cor¬ 
ruption. 

The  Houfe,  at  length,  voted  61 8,340/.  to  enable 
his  Majefty  to  difeharge  the  debts  incurred  by  his 
civil  governm.ent,  and  that  the  fum  of  100,000/.  a 
year,  over  and  above  the  fum  of  800,000/.  be 
granted,  as  a  farther  provifjon,  for  the  better  fup- 
port  of  his  Majefty’s  houfhold,  and  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown.  This  refolution  was  carried 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  231  to  109,  and  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  96  to  20.  A  protelt 
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figned  by  fourteen  Peers,  was  entered  on  the  Jour¬ 
nals 

The  attention  of  the  nation  had  now,  for  fome 
time,  been  folely  diredled  to  the  weftern  world,  but 
fome  proceedings  on  the  coatl  of  Coromandel,  drew 
the  public  regard  towards  the  eaft,  Tlie  prefidency 
of  Madrafs  had  formed  a  very  clofe  league  with  Ma- 
hommed  Aly  Gawn,  Nabob  of  Arcot,  a  Tartarian 
Prince,  who  poffefled  an  inland  territory,  equally  dif- 
tant  from  the  two  European  fcttlemcnrs  of  Madrafs 
and  Pondicherry*  From  a  clofe  attention  to  his  army, 
this  Afiatic  had  become  formidable,  and  his  connec¬ 
tion  wiih  the  civil  and  military  powers  at  the  Englifh 
ftttlement,  procured  him  the  alfiftance  of  Britifh  offi¬ 
cers  to  difcipline  and  command  his  troops.  What¬ 
ever  were  his  views  in  keeping  on  foot  fo  large  an 
army,  he  was  obliged  to  exhauft  his  treafury,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  friendfhip  of  his  allies  ;  for  European  rapa¬ 
city,  when  exerciled  on  Afialic  Princes,  is  infatiable. 
It  became  therefore  neceffary,  that  new  fources  of 
wealth  fhould  be  opened  to  Tupply  his  continual 
wafle  :  he  therefore  propofed  to  the  Prefidency  to  un¬ 
dertake  an  expedition  againft  the  Rajah,  or  King  of 
Tanjour,  a  Mahrattah  Prince,  who  refid^d  feveral 
leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Pondicherry,  the  fitua- 
tion  of  whofc  country  towards  the  extremity  of  the 
periinfula,  had  hitherto  fecured  it  againft  the  Maho¬ 
metan  conquerors  of  Hindoftan.  This  country  had 
been  long  in  alliance  with  the  Englifli,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  his  father  had  been  attacked  by  the 
PTench  General  Lally  during  the  laft  war,  but  that 
incurfion  was  bravely  repelled.  Pertoupa  Sing,  father 
of  the  prefent  Rajah,  was  thefirft  Indian  Prince  with 

( 

*  Richmond,  Devonfliire,  Portland,  Manchefter,  Rocking¬ 
ham,  d'haner,  King,  Archer,  Fitzwilllam,  Ahingdon,  Torring- 
ton,  Ffhngham,  Abergavenny,  and  Stamford. 
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ivhom  the  Englilh  concluded  a  treaty,  which  T^uli- 
gee,  the  prefent  King,  ratified  on  his  fucceflion. 

The  pretext  on  which  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  waged 
war  againft  this  Prince,  was  founded  on  an  unfatis- 
fied  claim  of  a  large  fum  of  money,  which  the  Rajah 
pleaded  his  inability  to  pay.  The  government  of 
Madrafs,  however,  fupported  the  Nabob  in  his  quar¬ 
rel,  and  even  put  the  forces  of  the  Company  under 
the  command  of  the  Nabob’^s  fon,  to  make  war  on 
Tanjour.  Such  a  force  was  irrefiftible ;  the  Rajah  was 
compleatly  defpoiled,  and  his  fubjet^s  plundered. 
Every  thing  which  the  eaft  holds  facred  was  violated^ 
the  apartments  of  the  women  were  forced,  their  per- 
fons  llripped  of  the  ornaments  they  wore.  EfFedts 
to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  pagodas  were  car¬ 
ried  off,  and  the  revenues  of  the  country,  during  the 
two  years  and  half  that  the  Nabob  ufurped  them,  a- 
mounted  to  fifty  lacks  of  pagodas  more.  The  booty 
collected  in  this  marauding  expedition,  ferved  to 
palliate  the  enormity  of  the  outrage,  and  to  render 
the  perpetrators  infenfible  to  the  difgrace  and  difho- 
noiir  which  they  had  brought  on  the  Englifli  name 
and  charadler. 

When  tlie  news  of  this  tranfadfion  reached  the 
Court  of  Diredlors,  the  ftrongeft  refentrnent  was 
fiievvn,  and  meafures  were  concerted^  to  make  all 
poflible  reftitution  to  the  injured  Rajah.  For  this 
purpofe,  Lord  Pigot  was  fent  out  as  Governor  of 
Madrafs,  a  nobleman  highly  refpedled  in  that  fettle- 
men  t,  for  his  able  and  effedfual  defence  of  it  feven- 
teen  years  before,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  French. 
He  arrived  at  his  government  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1775  ;  but  the  oppofition  which  he  met  with 
‘  from  the  majority  of  the  Council,  and  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  forces,  was  fuch,  as  entirely 
fruftrated  all  the  piirpofes  which  he  was  appointed 
to  effedt.  Mot  difeohraged  by  thefe  difficulties,  but 
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prompted'by  an  impetuous  and  violent  temper,  by 
an  undue  exertion  of  his  authority,  he  put  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  and  two  of  the  Council,  under  ar- 
reft.  The  Nabob  was  ever  at  hand  to  foment  the 
diflention,  and  by  his  intrigues,  the  Governor  himfelf 
was  foon  after  feized  by  the  officer  next  in  command, 
and  kept  in  clofe  confinement.  Reprefentations  ot 
thefe  events  were  immediately  tranfmitted  to  Europe, 
and  the  Nabob,  who  had  been  the  principal  caufc  of 
thefe  commotions,  fent  a  gentleman  to  England  as 
his  agent,  through  whofe  interpolition,  both  the 
Company  and  the  Miniftry  might  be  enabled  to  de¬ 
cide  between  the  contending  parties. 

When  the  bufinefs  came  firft  to  be  difcuffed,  a 
large  majority  of  the  proprietors  voted  for  the  re-in- 
ftafing  Lord'  Pigot,  and  punifhing  thofe  who  had 
been  fo  daring  as  to  difpofl'efs  him.  The  Court  of 
Directors  were  more  divided  in  opinion  •,  at  length 
the  weight  of  government  W'as  thrown  in,  and  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  Madrafs  were  ordered  home, 
in  order  that  their  conduft  might  undergo  a  legal 

fcrutiny.  ,  _ 

From  this  determination  of  the  Eaft  India  Comi- 
pany.  Governor  Johnftoiie  made  an  appeal  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  moving  five  .refolutions, 
which  tended  to  juftify  the  condudt  of  Lord  Pigot, 
to  condemn  that  of  his  opponents,  and  to  annul  the 
refolution  for  his  recal ;  but  in  this  attempt  he  was 
unfuccefsful,  by  a  negative  being  put  to  each.  Lord 
Pigot  did  not  long  furvive  the  lots  of  his  liberty,  and 
thofe  of  the  Company’s  fervants,  who  had  been  the 
•  principal  adtors  in  this  bufinefs,  were  afterwards  fued 
in  the  King’s  name,  by  the  tittorney  General,  in  the 
court  of  King’s-Bench,  and  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  looo^.  each. 


*  May  22,  1777. 
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the  Earl  of  Chatham 

moved,  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  to  addrefs  his  Majef- 
y,  that  the  moft  Ipeedy  and  effedlual  meafures  might 
be  tideen  for  putting  a  ftop  to  hoflilities  in  Amerfca 
tor  the  removal  of  accumulated  grievances.  He 
particularly  infilled  upon  the  necefiity  of  immediately 
a  opting  the  propolcd  mtafure,  from  the  imnfinent 
anger  to  which,  in  our  prefent  fituation,  we  were 
€xpoled,  from  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  :  a  treaty  be¬ 
tween  f  ranee  and  America,  he  faid,  was  then  depend- 
ifig,  \vhereby  we  fliould  not  only  lofe  the  vail  and 
increafing  commerce  of  our  Colonies,  but  that  com- 
merce  and  tliofc  advantages  would  be  acquired  by 
our  natural  enemies.  He  infilled,  as  hd  had  done 
upon  all  former  occafions,  that  it  was  impracticable 
to  conquer  America,  and  declared  in  that  flrong  and 
emphatic  language,  by  which  that  great  man  was 
peculiarly  diftinguifhed,  that  we  were  waging  war 
with  America,  expofed  to  a  mafleed  battery  of 

France,  which  would,  ere  long,  open  upon  us,  and 
ivveep  us  away. 

This  motion  brought  the  arguments  for  and  a- 
gainft^  the  American  w^ar,  again  under  difculfion^ 

I  he  Earl  of  Mansfield  objected  to  Parliament  inter 
pofing  refpeCtive  peace  or  war,  to  determine  upon 
which,  he  confidered  as  the  peculiar  right  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  part  of  the  conllitution.  He  knew,  he  faid 
but  ot  two  inftances  in  which  Parliament  had  inter- 
pofed  infuch  a  manner :  the  one  \yas  by  a  refoliition 
on  their  Journals  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  never  ,to  make  peace  with  France  and  Spain, 
whilll  a  branch  of  the  Bourbon  family  (hduld  fit  on 
the  throne  of  the  latter  kingdom  ;  the  other,,  in  the 
reign  of  George  the  Second,  that  no  peace  fhould  be 
made  with  Spain,  unlefs  the  court  pf  Madrid  rpr 
nounced  the  right  which  it  claimed  of  fearching  Bri- 
tifh  fhips  in  the  Weft-Indies,  neither  of  which  refolu- 
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tions  had  been  adhered  to.  This  nobleniaa  liad  ever 
Itrongly  enforced  coercive  meafures  againft  America, 
and  in  a  former  viebate  had  obferved,  that  wc  had 
gone  too  far  to  recede,  that  we  had  palTed  the  Rnbi- 
a)n,  and  we  nuift  either  conquer  or  peiilh  The 
Earl  of  Sandwich  obferved,  that  the  Americans  had 
no  better  opinion  of  thofe  in  opj^ofition  tlian  of  tliofe 
in  power,  and  that  no  change  which  could  take  place 
either  in  men  or  meafures,  would  work  a  change  either 
in  the  temper  or  condudl  of  the  Colonies.  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  99  to  28. 

The  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1777, 

amounted  to  12,895,543/1-  for  the  raifmgof  which, 

the 


*  This  aliuiion  .to  the  condu(5t  of  Julius  Cxfar  was  extremely 
tnaJ-2-propos,  'I'lut  General  caured.his  army  to  pals  the  Rubicon, 
in  violation  pf  the  ellabliihed  lav^^s  of  his  country,  and  tor  the 
purpofe  of  entlaving  Rome  :  it  might  therefore,  have  been  afked, 
for  what  purpofe  have  we  metaphorically,  palfed  the  Rubicon  ? 

f  N  A  V  Y. 

45,000  Teamen,  , ordinary,  building  and 

repairing  lliips  _  _  -  -  206, 305 

Towards  the  difcharge  of  the  Navy  debt  1 ,000  000 
Greenwich  Hoipital  -  -  -  4  000 


4,210  305 


ARM  Y. 


20,752  effe^llve  men  in  Great  Britain, 
Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  including  every 
contingency  of  the  eifablifliment 
Out-penfioners  in  Chelfea  Hofpital 
Extraordinaries  for  Land  fervice,  from 
J  anuary  3 1 , 1 7  76,  to  F ebruary  i ,  1777 
Five  Hanoverian  battalions  at  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca  _  _  - 

German  troops  ferving  in  America,  in¬ 
cluding  the  fubfulies  to  their  Princes, 
of  which  397,6411.  were  to  the  Land¬ 
grave  of  Helfe 


I,75I,T22 

1.05,279 
1 ,200,602 
$^>074 


660,489 
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the  land-tax  vvas  continued  at  four  fliillin^s  in  the 

continued  upon  malt 
&c.  the  finking  fund  to  January  5,  1777  after  the 

appropnatioa  o  ,ha  hft-  y«r/yitlderi’ fapTu.  of 
295,852/.  and  the  next  quarter  ending  thecthof 
April  produced  760,363/.  The  growing  pLuce 

aL  a  ha^ in  ^939, 636/.  a  million 

and  a  half  m  Exchequer  bills  was  continued;  five  mil- 

Ordnance  for  Land-fervice,  1777  ^20, 1 1 2  7 
Ditto  for  1776,  not  provided  for  372,705  3  59^5817 


Miscellaneous  services. 

Roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  pf 
North  Britain  •.  .  _ 

Civil  Ellablifhments  in  America  .. 

~  in  Africa 


4,366,383 


To  the  Truftees  of  the  Brittll,  Mufcuin 
Landgrave  of  HclTe.  on  account 
Holpitals  duiing  the  late  v/ar  in 
Germany  -  . 

For  the  relief  of  Americans  fufferlng  for 
their  attachment  to  his  Majefty’s  go- 
vernment  -  -  ^  ^ 

Maintaining  and  employing  Conyi^s  on 
the  river  I’hames 

Sums  ilTued  in  purfuance  of  AddreHes  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Printing  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons  -  . 

Forts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
Enquiries  made  by  order  of  the  Houfe 
into  the  State  of  the  Poor  -  ! 


^>997 

22,261 

5>55o 

3,000 


41 ,820 
j-»954 

1,879 

13,060 

600 

13,000 

500 


I 

Exchequer  Bills  difeharged  •  •  , 

Laft  year’s  Vote  of  Credit  difeharged  - 

Arrears  and  Debts  upon  the  Civil  Cill  on  Jan.  5^  1777 

o  pay  off  the  Prizes  in  the  Lottery  of  the  year  1776 

Dchciencies  on  Land,  250,000!.  Malt,  2oo,oool. 

44,6oo1,  and  Grants  for  1776, 
61,2881.  -  ■ 


14^60^ 
1,500,000 
1 ,000,000 
618,340 
500,000 


S55.888 
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iions  were  raifed  by  annuities,  and  500,000/.  by'  a 
lottery,  the  whole  produce  of  which  was  to  be  dif- 
tributed  in  prizes,  and  paid  in  money  in  March,  1778. 
200,000/.  which  had  been  brought  into  the  Exchec- 
quer  by  the  executors  of  the  late  Lord  Holland,  for¬ 
merly  pay-mafter  of  the  forces,  were  applied  to  the 
current  fervice,  and  fome  favings  and  furplufes  ia 
the  Exchequer,  on  various  accounts,  which  amount¬ 
ed  to  7,701/.  completed  the  ways  and  means. 

The  llibfcribers  to  the  loan  of  five  millions,  were 
to  receive  4./.  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  for  every 
100/.  an  additional intereft  of  10^.  for  ten  years;  alfo 
a  lottery  ticket  at  the  rate  of  lo/.  For  the  payment 
of  the  intereft  on  this  funded  debt,  a  tax  was  laid  of 
one  guinea  on  each  male  fervant,  not  employed  in 
agriculture,  hulbandry  or  trade;  additional  duties 
were  laid  on  glafs  and  on  ftamps,  and  a  duty  on  auc¬ 
tioneers,  and  on  goods  fold  by  auftion.  At  the  fame 
time,  a  former  duty  which  had  been  laid  on  filver 
plate  was  repealed.  Befides  thefe  fupplies,  a  vote  of 
credit  was  pafled  for  another  rpillion.  The  Parlia¬ 
ment  rofe  on  the  6th  of  June. 

The  condudl  of  the  Dutch,  particularly  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  had  caufed  a  memorial  to  be  prefented 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  the  Britifh  minifter  at  the 
Hague,  to  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provin¬ 
ces,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  M.  Van  Graaf, 
their  Governor  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatia,  in  hav¬ 
ing  permitted  an  American  pirate  to  mal^e  prize  of 
an  Englifh  veffel  within  cannon  fhot  of  that  i(land  : 
of  having  returned  the  falute  of  a  rebel  frigate,  and  ' 
of  having  promoted  an  illicit  commerce,  and  con¬ 
nived  at  the  hoftile  equipments  of  Americans.  At- 
teftations  of  thefe  charges  being  annexed,  therue- 
niorial  peremptorily  inTifted  on  the  difmiffion  ajtd 
immediate  recal  of  the  Governor.  The  States 
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replied  by  their  envoy  at  London,  They  complain- 
ed  of  the  menacing  tone  of  the  memorial,  as  too 
highly  ftrained,  and  beyond  that  which  ought  to 
take  place  between  two  lovereign  and  independent 
powers,  united  for  many  years  by  the  ties  of  good 
harmony  and  mutual  friendfhip ;  they,  however, 
difavowed  the  conduift  of  their  Governor,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  his  Majefly  with  their  having  ordered  M. 
Van  Graaf  home  to  render  an  account  of  Iris  con- 
dudf.  It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  he  was 
fufpended. 

In  America,  the  army  under  Sir  William  Howe 
was  unable  to  take  the  field  early  in  the  fumraer, 
for  want  of  the  necelTary  camp  equipage,  which  did 
not  arrive  until  the  latter  end  of  May,  In  the 
mean  time  a  deiachment  of  500  men,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bird,  was  fent  up 
the  North  fiver,  to  deftroy  a  very  large  magazine 
which  the  Americans  had  colleded  at  Peek’s  Kill, 
50  miles  from  York  Ifland.  Vaft  ftores  of  rum’ 
molafles,  flour  and  provifions  of  all  kinds,  with 
Ibme  military  ftorts,  were  deftroyed  A  month 
after,  Major-General  Tryon,  Governor  of  New 
York,  at  the  head  of  1 800  men,  penetrated  into  the 
Province  of  Connecticut,  and  deftroyed  two  large 
magazines  depofited  at  Danbury  and  Ridgefield, 
which  confifted  of  provifions  and  military  ftores. 
In  deftroying  the  magazines  the  towns  w'ere  alfo 
reduced  to  afties.  The  American  General  Woofter 
was  killed  in  a  Ikirmifh  on  the  return  of  the  par¬ 
ly.  Thefe  fuccefles,  previous  to  the  opening  of 
the  campaign,  made  a  figure  in  a  Gazette,  and 
ferved  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  nation  ;  but  they 
do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  vifible  elfedl  on  the 
operations,  of  the  American  army  during  the  year. 
They  Qerlainly  tended  tp  impoverifh  the  new  States, 

Iv’arch  22,  1777. 
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by  rendering  it  neceflary  to  colleft  frefh  (lores,  but 
thefe  the  .country  was  able  to  furnilh,  arid  the  credit 
of  Q)ngrefs,  in  fome  way  or  other,  to  procure. 

The  Americans  were  not  backward  in  retaliating 
diefe  Ioffes  :  a  body  of  troops  under  Colonel  Meigs, 
who  had  ferved  with  confiderable  reputation  in  the 
expedition  againft  Quebec,  embarked  in  whale-boats 
at  Connedicut,  and  proceeded  to  the  eaft-fide  of 
Long  liliuid,  to  a  place  called  Sag-harbour,  where  a 
quantity  of  forage,  grain  and  other  neceffaries  was 
colleded  for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  A  company  of  foot, 
'  and  an  armed  fchooner,  defended  the  poft,  but  were 
ibon  compelled  to  fubmit.  '  A  number  of  fmall  vef- 
fels  which  lay  in  the  harbour  were  burnt,  every  thing 
on  fhore  was  deftroyed,  and  ninety  prifoners  carried 
Another  detachment,  from  Prpvidence,  under 
Colonel  Briton,  made  an  incurfion  into  Rhode  Ifland, 
and  carried  off  by  furprife,  General  Prefcot,  who 
commanded  there  •  that  officer  had  been  before  a  pri- 
foner  to  the  Americans  on  the  taking  of  St.  John’s  on 
Lake  Champlain,  The  American  General  Lee  had 
Been  captured  the  year  before  by  a  fimilar  exploit  per¬ 
formed  by  Colonel  Harcourt,  at  the  head  of  a  few 
dragoons. 

In  cqnfequence  of  our  having  regained  poffeffion  of 
the  Lakes,  a  defign  was  formed  of  making  an  irrup¬ 
tion  from  Canada  into  the  Northern  Colonies,  and  by 
ilretching  forv/ard  to  Albany,  (a  town  fituated  150 
miles  up  Hudfon’s  river,  and  which  in  the  laft  war 
had  been  the  head  quarters  for  the  forces, )  to  fecure 
the  entire  navigation  of  that  river,  which  feparates  the 
jiorthern  from  the  middle  and  fouthern  Colonies.  A 
very  confiderable  army,  compofed  of  Britilh  and  Ger- 
pan  troops,  with  the  moft  ample  appointments,  and 


[  29^  ] 

a  fine  train  of  artillery,  was  deftined  to  execute  this 
important  plan ;  and  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne, 
who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  for  his  bravery,  fpirit 
and  fuccefs,  during  the  laft  war,  in  repelling  the  au 
tacks  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  kingdom  of  Portugal, 
was  appointed  to  the  command.  To  ftrike  terror  in¬ 
to  the  Americans,  and  with  a  view  tohaften  their  re¬ 
turn  to  obedience,  a  body  of  favages  had  been  engag¬ 
ed  by  a  profufion  of  prefents,  to  act  as  allies  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  againft  his  Colonies*.  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  now  quitted  the  government  of  Canada,  be¬ 
ing  fucceeded  in  his  command  by  General  Haldimand, 
a  native  of  Sweden.  This  expedition  was  in  great  for^ 
wardnefs  when  Sir  William  Howe’s  army  took  the 
field. 

The  firft  and  principal  objeft  for  the  fouthern  army 
was  the  redudtion  of  Philadelphia;  but  the  fecretary 
for  the  Colonies  had  recommended  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  to  make  a  warm  diverfion  on  the  coafts  of 
Maflachufet’s  Bay  and  New  Hampfliire,  in  order  to 
weaken  the  American  force  in  the  back  fe^tlements ; 
but  though  a  requifuion  of  15,000  men  had  been 
made  to  reinforce  the  army,  only  2900  were  fent ; 
notwithftandihg  which  deficiency,  the  official  dif- 
patches  expreffed  the  fulled  expectations  that  every 
rneafure  which  had  been  planned  would  be  effedled. 
The  force  which  had  been  fufficient  to  take  polleffion 
of  New  York,'  Rhode  Ifland,  and  other  ftfong  holds 
of  the  enemy,  after  the  neceflkry  divifions  were  made 
for  preferving  the  variety  of  pods  which  had  been 
gained,  could  not  be  equally  fuitable  to  the  making 
of  new  conqueds,  the  number  of  troops  for  the  field 

*  It  appears  by  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Comrnons, 
that  the  expence  of  retaining  thefe  Indians,  amounted  to  1 50,000!. 
and  not  more  than  feven  or  eight  hundred  were  faid  to  have  been 
in  the  field  at  any  one  time. 
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being  thereby  necelTarUy  decrcafed.^  The  Geileral 
and  Admiral  reprefented  this  to  the  minifter,  and  that 
the  diverfion  to  the  northward  muft  be  confequently 
laid  afide.  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  who  was  then  in  Que¬ 
bec,  was  informed,  that  General  Howe  would  proba¬ 
bly  be  in  Pennfylvania,  at  the  time  when  the  northern 
army  would  be  ready  to  enter  the  Province  of  New 
York.  That  little  alliftance  was  to  be  expedled  from 
him  to  facilitate  its  approach,  as  a  want  of  fufficient 
ftrength  in  his  own  army  would  probably  not  admit 
of  his  detaching  a  corps  to  a<St  up  Hudfon’s  River  in 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign. 

Walhington,  who  was  now  appointed  to  the  dif 
tinguilhed  rank  of  didator,  commanded  an  army 
much  fuperior  to  that  in  the  laft  campaign  the  P  ro- 
vincial  officers  were  much  improved^  and  fey^ral 
French  officers  had  arrived,  together  with  fifty  pieces 
of  brafs  cannon  t.  The  Americans  occupied  a  very 
ffrong  and  advantageous  camp  in  the  Jerfeys,  which 
the  Britifh  General  endeavoured  by  ftratagem  to  in¬ 
duce  their  General  to  quit,  in  hopes  of  bringing  on  a 
general  engagement,  well  knowing  that  with  fuch  an 
enemy  in  force,  and  hanging  upon  his  rear,  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  him  to  penetrate  through  the  Jerfeys, 

-  and  pafs  his  army  acrofs  the  Delaware,  where  the  e- 
nemy  had  a  corps  ready  to  difpuie  the  paffage.  But 

f  The  Marquis  Fayette,  nephew  to  M  de  Noailles,  the 
French  Anibairador  at  the  court  of  London,  who  had  refided 
with  his  uncle  for  fome  time,  and  who  lived  in  the  moft  unreferv- 
ed  intimacy  with  many  of  the  confidential  fervants  ot  the  crown, 
iiaving  obtained  very  important  Information  concerning  the  plan 
of  operations  for  the  campaign,  particularly  refped.ing  the  north¬ 
ern  army,  fuddenly  withdrew  to  France,  and  Vr’ithout  communi¬ 
cating  his  intentions  to  any  of  his  relations,  or  obtaining  leave  of 
abfence  from  his  court,  which,  as  an  olhcer  in  the  French  Kinghs 
fervice  was  requifite,  he  embarked  on  board  a  vciTel  bound  to 
America.,  ferve  in  the  army  commanded  by  VVaJlimgron. 
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the  caution  of  that  Commander  was  not  to  be  circnm* 
vented;  fo  that  Howe,  after  having  made  a  feint  of 
retiring  from  the  American  lines,  which  drew  after  it 
no  decifive  confequence,  was  obliged  to  relinquifh  his 
-Attempt,  and  with  great  delay  and  danger  to  adopt  a 
new  and  diftant  plan  of  operation,  by  embarkino-  his 
^rmy  in  tranfports,  and  proceeding  to  the  feene  ol’ac- 
non  by  fea.  Waiting  for  the  arrival  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  from  Europe,  who  was  to  command  at  New 
York,  and  to  hear  from  General  Burgoyne,  retarded 
the  failing  of  the  fleet  until  the  a3d  of  July.  The 
main  army  which  embarked  confifled  of  14,000  men  ; 
8500  were  left  at  New^  York,  exclufiye  of  the  fick 
and  recovering  ;  and  3000  defended  Rhode  Ifland. 

The  fleet  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  on 
the  30th,  and  if  a  landing  could  have  been  effeffed  on 
the  louthern  coaft  near  Wilmington,  the  fervice  would 
have  received  a  moft  elfential  benefit ;  but  a  number 
of  floating  batteries,  fire-fhips  and  fire-rafts,  had 
been  collected  by  the  enemy,  wjiich  would  have  en¬ 
dangered  the  deffrudtion  of  the  fleet  in  the  night. 
There  were  only  eight  or  nine  pilots  on  board,  and 
no  toats  capable  of  withflanding  the  row-boats  and 
galhes^.  Thefe  circumftances  rendered  an  attempt 
to  land  extremely  hazardous.  The  country  too  was 
very  m.arlhy,  and  the  roads  formed  upon  narrow' 
caufeways,  interfeded  by  creeks  f.  Thefe  difficul¬ 
ties  and  dangers  determined  the  land  and  naval  com¬ 
mander  to  proceed  tw'o  degrees  farther  to  the  feuth- 
ward,  lo  Chefapeak  Bay  ;  but  in  this  courfe  they 
v/ere  greatly  impeded  by  contrary  winds,  the  wind 
blowing  generally  from  feme  point  of  the  fouthward 
in  that  feaion  of  the  year.  On  the  i6th  of  Auguft 

Evicence  of  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond  before  the  Eloufe 
of  Comnions. 

f  Sir  Vv^illiain  Hewe’s  narrative. 
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(he  whole  fleet  entered  the  Bay,  and  proceeded 
through  a  difficult  and  dangerous  navigation  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Elk,  in  which  progrefs  the  Ikill 
and  adivity  of  the  Admiral  appeared  td  great  advan¬ 
tage.  The  whole  army  landed  in  fa'fety  on  the  25  th. 
Wafhington,  as  fooh  as  the  deftination  of  the  fleet 
was  known  (for  the  alarm  had  been  fpread  from 
Bofton  even  to  South  Carolina),  palled  the  Delaware 
with  his  arrny,  confilVmg  of  1^5,000  men,  and 
marched  to  cover  Philadelphia.  The  two  armies  ap¬ 
proached  each  other  at  a  fmall  ftream  called  Erandy- 
wine-creek,  which  falls  into  the  Delaware,  about 
twenty  miles  below  the  city.  After  feveral  move¬ 
ments  on  each  fide.  Sir  William  Howe,  by  a  mafler- 
]y  difplay  of  generalfhip,  found  a  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  attacking  the  American  army*.  The 
Heffians,  who  came  firft  into  adion,  behaved  with 
fuch  intrepidity  as  nothing  could  refift.  The  eriemy 
every  where  broken  and  difmayed,  fled.  A  few 
hours  more  day-light  might  have  annihilated  their  ar¬ 
my,  but  under*  cover  of  the  night,  affifted  by  a 
knowledge  of  the  country,  they  retreated  f.  No 
time  appears  to  have  been  loft  in  purfuing  the  fugi 
tives,  confiftent  with  the  fafely  of  the  troops,  in  a 
country  rendered  every  where  ftrong  by  nature,  hill)  , 
and  covered  with  wood,  interfeded  by  ravines, 
creeks  and  marfhy  grounds,  where  little  or  no  know¬ 
ledge  can  be  obtained  by  reconnoitering  X-  Wafli- 

*  Sept.  I  1 ,  1  777  . 

t  Lord  George  Germaine  ftated  to  the  Houle  of  Commons, 
(Dec.  2,  1777)  General  Howe’s  numbers  in  this  atlion  to  be 
13,000  rank  and  hie,  doing  duty,  and  WalLington’s  force  to  be 
J^iooo,  exclufive  of  militia.  Officers  of  every  denomination, 
are  confidered  as  an  addition  of  about  one  (ixth,  to  the  numbers 
of  rank  and  file. 

X  Lvidence  ot  Major  General  Grey  before  the  Hoiife  of  Com¬ 
mons.  The  evidence  of  L,ord  Cornwallis  went  likewise  to  prove, 
that  the  General  loft  no  time  after  the  aCftion  ;  but  a  petulant 
de^ra6tor  has  aSTerted  the  contrary. 

ington 
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lilgton  did  every  thing  becoming  a  fkilful  commattefer 
to  mrpede  the  progrefs  of  the  victors,  but  unable  to 
prote<fl  the  city,  he  abandoned  it  to  its  fate,  and  re- 
tre:Ued  ten  miles  to  the  north  of  German  town, 
tvhilft  the  combined  army  foon  after  encamped  at 

Earl  of  Cornwallis  took  poffelliori 
t)i  Philadelphia  on  the  26th  of  Septeixiber,  ' 

In  the  mean  time  Lord  Howe  proceeded  with  the 
fleet  round  to  the  Delaware,  but  an  unfortunate 
overfi^ht  had  been  committed  in  neglecting  to  take 
poflellion  of  a  flation  the  catlern  fide  of  the  river, 
called  Red  Bank,  which  the  enemy  afterwards  forti¬ 
fied,  and  in  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  difpoflefs  them. 
Colonel  Donop^  .of  the ,  Heflians,  and  many  brave 
men,  loft  their  lives*  It  was  not  until  the  15th  of 
November  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  was  open¬ 
ed  as  high  as  the  city,  by  the  rediialon  of  Mud 
Ifland,  and  the  removal  of  the  thevatix-de^frize^  in 
which  fervice  the  Augufta,  a  fixty  gun  fliip,  and  a 
floop,  went  aground,  and  were  deftroyed. 

A  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  King’s  troops 
at  Philadelphia,  General  Wafhington  formed  adefign 
of  furprizing  the  army  at  German  town,  and  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  4th  of  Odober,  attacked  the 
outpofts  with  great  tury.  The  intrepid  behaviour  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Muigrave  ftopped  the  advances 
of  the  aflailants,  and  gave  time  for  Major  General 
Grey,  who  had  been  apprized  of  the  attack  by  Sir 
William  Howe,  to  march  a  body  of  troops  to  their 
relief,  and  the  army  being  quickly  affembled,  the 
Americans  were  driven  back  with  great  flaughter. 

^  The  army  was  now  plentifully  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions  from  the  adjacent  country,  the  farmers  pre¬ 
ferring  that  market  to  any  other,  becaufe  the  only 

*  October  22,  1777. 
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one  where  they  could  receive  payment  for  their  com¬ 
modities  in  gold  and  filyer.  They  had  the  farther 
advantage  of  providing  themfelves  and  families  with 
a  variety  of  riecefllny  articles,  which  could  only  be 
had  in  thofe  places  whicn  were  pofl'effed  by  the  Eritifh 
army  and  navy.  It  is  fuppofed  that  Wafhington, 
through  policy,  connived  at  this  kind  of  commerce, 
knowing  that  an  influx  of  gold  and  filver  was 
ilrengthening  his  country  in  a  moft  important 
point*. 

The  noble,  populous  and  wealthy  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  was  now  fubdued ;  but  the  rebel  army  re¬ 
mained  unbroken.  It  was  even  augmented  in  num¬ 
bers,  improved  in  difciplinc,  habituated  to  fervice, 
and  though  degraded  by  a  defeat  and  a  repulfe,  yet 
fecure  in  the  perfuafion  that  the  nature  of  their 
country  would  ever  protect  them  from  a  decifive  over¬ 
throw.  Such  fucceffes  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
could  yield  little  rational  hopes  of  final  triumph  in 
the  war  againft  America,  even  if  conquefts  fhould 
continue  to  fpread  in  the  like  gradual  manner  as  they 
had  done  during  two  campaigns.  But  fuch  an  ex* 
pe6tancy,  fo  fhort  of  the  fanguine  views  entertained 
in  England,  was  entirely  vain.  From  whence  could 
the  force  be  drawn,  that  fliould  carry  on  an  adlive 
war  during  the  next  campaign,  fuppofing  the  north- 
,  ern  army  had  accomplifhed  its  purpofe,  and  pene¬ 
trated  to  Albany  ?  Had  that  event  taken  place,  ter¬ 
ror  alone  muft  have  effected  what  force  could  not 
have  done,  and  no  indicatuins  were  lliewa  by  the 
Colonifts,  when  their  affairs  wore  the  molt  difaftrous 
appearance,  of  a  difpofition  to  yield  unconditional 
fubmiflion  to  this  empire,  and  how  was  fo  cxtenfive 
a  country  to  be  governed  by  the  fword  ?  Every  con- 
queft  weakened  the  operating  force,  equally  as  a  de- 


^  Sir  William  Howe’s  narrative,  page  43. 
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leat ;  but  fuch  a  regular  courfe  of  events  was  not 
deftined  to  take  place,  and  it  is  now  necelTary  to 
Ipeak  of  the  expedition  from  Canada,  and  to  follow 
the  northern  army  in  its  progrefs. 

Lieutenant  General  Bnrgoyne  proceeded  with  his 
army,  conhding  of’ upwards  of  7000  men,  acrofs 
Lake  Champlain,  and  arrived  before  Ticonderoga  on 
the  2d  of  July,  1777.  General  St.  Clare,  ^who 
commanded,  that  fortrefs,  abandoned  it.  in  the  night 
of  the  6th,  belore  any  attack  could  be  made  ;  for 
which  condudf  he  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  Court- 
martial,  and  found  guilty  of  negleft  of  duty.  A 
imall  part  of  the  garrifon  reached  Fort  Edward, 
fituated  on  Hudfon’s  river,  twenty  five  miles  from 
Lake  George,  where  General  Schuyler  commanded, 
but  the  far  greater  number  was  either  killed,  made 
p.ifoners,  or  driven  into  the  woods,  where  many 
perifhed. 

The  General  fent  immediate  notice  of  this  to  Sir 
Wil  liarn  Howe,  who  was  waiting  for  advices  from 
thecorthern  army,  before  he  would  venture  to  fail 
towards  the  fouthward  ;  but  fo  favourable  an  outfet 
leemed  to  promife  a  fuccefsful  progrefs  to  Albany, 
therefore  leaving  general  inftrudiions  with  Sir  Flenry 
Clinton,  to  a6l  offenfively,  in  cafe  an  opportunity 
Ihould  offer,  confiftent  with  the  fecurity  of- New 
‘York,  the  Commander  in  Chief  proceeded,  as  has 
been  already  related. 

In  the  mean  time  Eurgoyne  met  with  fuch  unparal¬ 
leled  difficulties  in  advancing  towards  Fort  Edward, 
that  it  was  the  end  of  July  before  he  appeared  there. 
The  Americans  immediately  abandoned  the  place 
and  retreated  to  Saratoga.  The  favages  who  accom¬ 
panied  the  Britifli  army,  were  not  to  be  witheld,  by 
the  influence  and  authority  of  the  General,  from  ads 
of  cruelty  towards  the  helplefs  and  peaceable  inhabi¬ 
tants 
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tants  of  thefe  fecluded  diftri^ls.  Thefe  barbarities, 
were  reprefented  through  the  country  in  all  their 
horrors,  andmoft  probably  with  many  exaggerations, 
which  roufed  the  people  every  where  to  ftand  upon 
their  defence^.  The  dread  of  the  tomahawk  and 
fcalping-knife  infpired  the  moft  timid  with  courage. 
Impelled  by  defpair,  the  Americans  affembled  in 
great  numbers,  whilft  the  combined  army  having 
eroded  Hudfon’s  River,  advanced  towards  the  Plains 
of  Saratoga.  Although  payment  in  money  was 
offered  for  whatever  provifions  fhould  be  brought  to 
the  camp,  yet  no  fupply  was  obtained.  Foraging 
parties  were  fent  out,  which  were  betrayed  by  pre-" 
tended  friends,  furprized,  killed  or  made  prifoners. 

Befidesths  army  under  General  Burgoyne,  a  body  of 
troops,  confifting  of  near  700  men,  with  a  party  of 
Indians,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Colonel  St.  Leger, 

*  General  Burgoyne  IfTaed  a  proclamation,  inviting  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  threatening  them  with  the 
mercilefs  ravages  of  the  Indians,  if  they  continued  in  rebellion.  He 
afterwards  declared  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  his  deflgnhere- 
in  was  to  excite  obedience  ,  firft,  hy  encouragement,  and  next  by 
the  threat,  not  the  commilfion  of  feverity :  to  fpeak  daggers  but 
to  ule  none.  He  inftanced  two  wounded  provincial  officers,  who 
were  brought  off  in  the  midfl;  of  fire,  upon  the  backs  of  Indians, 
and  a  Captain  and  his  whole  detachment,  placed  in  ambufeade, 
•were  brought  prifoners  by  Indians,  without  a  nun  hurt,  though 
they  were  placed  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of  deftroying  thofe  Indian.s. 
The  cafe  of  Mifs  Macree  excepted,  which  wus  accidental,  not 
premeditated  cruelty  ;  he  faid,  the  iferies  on  which  fuch  charges 
were  founded,  v/ere  fabricated  by  committee's  ^i^d  propagated  in 
newfpapers,  for  temporary  purpeies.  I'he  General  fdpulated  with 
me  Indians,  that  they  fhould  receive  compenlation  for  prifoners, 
and  that  not  only  luch  compenfation  fliouid  be  withheld,  but  a 
Ihidt  account  demanded  for  icalps.  They  were  prohibited  from 
(calpirig  the  wounded,  or  even  the  dying,  and  the  perfons  of 
aged  men,  women,  children,  and  prifoners,  were  declared  to  be 
dacred  e ven  in  ailli ui ts . 
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proceeded  by  the  Mohawk  River,  and  ihvelted^'oft 
Stanwix,  which  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Gan- 
I'cvoort,  a  name  which  ought  to  be  tranfmitted  on 
account  of  the  undiaken  firmnefs  with  which  he 
defended  tlie  place.  A  bo^ly  of  Americans  advanc¬ 
ing  to  its  relief,  were  defeated  by  a  party  of  Indians, 
but  feveral  of  their  moft  refpeded  warriors  fell  in  the 
acVion,  whidb,  together  with  the  reftraints  which 
were  laid  on  their  lavage  thirft  of  blood,  gave  them  a 
^hearty  difrelifh  of  the  fervice.  St.  Leger,  in  vain 
attempted,  both  by  offers  of  advantageous  terms, 
upon  furrender,  and  by  threats  of  utter  extirpation 
in  cafe  of  obftinate  perfevefancfe,  to  gain  poffeflion 
of  the  place ;  and  the  approach  of  Arnold  with  a 
confiderable  army,  obliged  him  at  length  to  retire 
from  the  fortj  tlie  Indians  who  accompanied^  him 
liaving  haftily  refolved  to  return  home  ;  but  before 
they  feparated  themfelves,  they  committed  depreda¬ 
tions  upon  their  allies  with  impunity.  This  defec- 
'  tion,  and  the  enemy  he  had  to  encounter,  obliged 
Sr.  Leger  to  retire  to  Canada,  and  abandon  General 
Burgoyn’e  with  the  main  body  of  the  troOpS,  which 
were  now  reduced  to  3,500  fighting  men,  not  2000 
of  which  werefiritilh;  the  Canadians  and  Provin¬ 
cials  having,  in  general,  deferted.  The  army  thus 
reduced  in  numbers,  engaged  the  provincial  militia 
commanded  by  Major-General  Gates,  an  Englifh- 
man,  and  who  had  ferved  as  an  officer  during  thelali 
v/ar.  The  former  remained  mafters  of  the  field 
and  the  latter  retired  in  good  order 

The  perilous  fituation  of  the  northern  army  being 
rmw  known  at  New  York,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  embarked  in  armed 
gallies  and  fmatl  velTels,  and  having  forne  frigates 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Hotham,  pio^ 
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ceeded  up  Hudfon’s' River,  with  a  view  to  gun 
ny,  and  thereby  open  a  communication  with  Eui- 
goyne.  Some  forts  were  taken  and  deilroyed.  Sir 
James  Wallace,  with  a  fquadron  oi  fmall  irigatcs, 
and  General  Vaughan,  at  tlic  liead  of  a  body  ot  lig'it 
troops,  fpread  terror  and  defirudtion  wherever  they 
went  •,  the  village  of  iEfopus  was  reduced  to  allies  [, 
and  every  principle  of  humanity  leemed  to  be  ab- 
forbed  in  a  zeal  for  extirpating  irreclaimable  rebels. 

Various  were  the  attempts  made  to  convey  inior* 
mation  to  General  Burgoyne  ot  the  approach  of  lucr 
cours,  but  they  were  in  general  defeated  by  tlje 
treachery  of  fome  entrufled  with  the  iecret.  On  tJre 
7tfi  of  Oftober,  Burgoyne  fought  a  defperate  battle 
with  Arnold,  but  was  obliged  to  retreat  into  lus 
camp,  where  he  was  foon  after  attacked  with  grea: 
fury,  but  in  this  onfet  Arnold  received  a  wound, 
and  his  troops  were  foon  after  repulfed.  The  com¬ 
bined  army  now  lay  a  few  miles  fouth  of  Saratoga; 
on  the  way  to  Albany  *,  to  the  latter  place  it  was  im- 
pra^icable  to  penetrate,  but  to  the  former  it  afforded 
a  retreat.  The  only  remaining  hope  confiflcd  in 
retiring  to  Fort  Edward,  but  no  more  than  three 
days  provifion,  upon  fhort  allowance,  remained  in 
ftore,  and  the  camp  was  inverted  with  an  army  of 
1 6,000  men,  which  occupied  every  pafs.  In  this 
extremity  a  council  of  war  was  called  on  the  13th 
of  Odlober,  compofed  of  the  Generals,  field  officers, 
and  Captains  commaiiding  corps,  wherein  /it  was 
refolved  to  operi  a  treaty  with  Major-General  Gates, 
and  three  days  after  a  convention  was  figned,  where:' 
by  it  was  rtipulated,  ^  that  the  Britifh  and  Helfian 
troops  fhould  march  out  of  the  camp  with  all  the 
honours  of  war,  and  their  artillery,  to  a  place  ap¬ 
pointed,  where  they  (liould  depofit  their  arms.  They 
were  to  be  allowed  a  free  embarkation  and  paffage 
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troin  Boftoii  (o  Europe,  on  condition  of  liieir  not 
lerving  again  in  America  during  the  war :  the  cffi^ 
cers  to  be  admitted  on  parole,  and  to  wear  their  Ijd’c 
arms  ;  all  private  property  to  remain  unmolelled, 
and  public  {lores  of  all  Icinds  to  be  delivered  up  up¬ 
on  honour.  ^ 

Whilil  the  vanquifhed  army  was  employed  in  the 
irkfome  talk  of  piling  their  arms,  the  American  Ge¬ 
neral  felt  as  an  Englifhman  ;  and  to  alleviate,  as 
much  as  pcllible,  the  painful  fitnation  of  his  country^ 
men,  drew  off  his  whole  army,  fo  that  none  of  his 
men  were  fpeftators^  of  the  tranfadion.  It  is  truly 
memorable,  that  this  devoted  army,  received  thefe 
honourable  termis  of  capitulation,  on  the  very  day 

'when  the  defencelefs  town  of  Afopus  was  wantonly 
laid  in  ruins. 

Several  inftances  occur  in  the  hiftory  of  Europe, 
during  the  prefen t  century,  of  fimilar  misfortunes 
befalling  large  bodies  of  troops.  At  the  battle  of 
Blenheim,  13,000  men,  the' belt  troops  in  France, 
laid  down  their  arms  without  firing  a  volley.  Some 
years  after  14,000  Swedes,  commanded  by  Charles 
XII.  till  then  invincible,  furrendered  thenifelves  pri- 
foners  at  difcretion  to  an  army  of  Ruhians.  The  fate 
of  5000  Eritijh  troops,  under  General  Stanhope,  in 
New  Cattile,  in  the  year  1710,  is  well  known. 

The  Congrefs,  upon  various  pretences,  afterwards 
refufcd  to  ratify  this  convention  ;  fo  that  the  troops 
remained  prifoners  of  war  for  more  than  three  years  ; 
and  when  they,  were  at  length  embarked,  not  one 
fixth  part  of  their  original  numbers  were  miiftered, 
the  far  greater  part  having  allimilated  themfelves  tQ 
their  conquerors 

^  The  army  which  lurrendercd  amounted  to  upwards  ot 
5,600  men,  olliccrs  included  ;  the  ncn-efft(Uive  men  the  time 
ot  the  capitulation,  mull  therefore  havo  been  a  very  conhderable 
number. 


The 


[  303  ] 

The  army  under  Sir  William  Howe  repoied  in 
comfortable  winter  cjuarters  at  Philadi-lpiiia,  \v  hilft 
Walhington,  now  reinforced  with  4.000  men  from 
the  northern  army,  and  a  large  train  of  aitilleiy,  aa 
vanced  to  White-marlTi,  and  icon  alter  lemovcd  to 
Valley-forge,  where  his  troops  were  obliged  to  conn 
nue  during  the  feverities  oi  winter  in  a  hutted  camp, 
twenty" two  miles  from  the  capital.  Heie  he  en 
trenched  himlelf  in  fo  ftrong  a  manner  that  vj>ii  Vv  il 
liam  Howe  thought  it  not  adviteablc  to  attack  liiir;. 

It  appears  that  difciplinc  was  much  better  maiii" 
tained,  whilft  the  combined  army  continued  in  i  enu" 
fylvania,  than  in  the  Jerfeys,  the  preceding  winter. 
But  though  the  army  was  well  (applied  with  iiecclia-* 
ries,  the  mhabitaiits,  to  the  amount  of  20,000,  v/ere. 
reduced  to  great  diftrefs.  The  Quakers  in  England 
were  no  fooner  informed  of  the  fufterings  of  tneii 
brethren  in  Philadelphia,  than  feme  fliips  weie 
immediately  freighted  witti  fucti  articles  as  were  moft 
wanted  for  their  fupport  and  relief. 

The  Britifh  Commander  had  in  vain  remonftrated 
for  more  troops,  and  imagining  that  he  had  loft  the 
confidence  of  government,  folicited  his  Majefty  s 
permilTion  to  withdraw  from  the  command,  which  ne 
immediately  obtained.  The  conduft  of  this  General 
has  been  feverely  ferutini^ed,  and  every  endeavour 
has  been  ufed  to  attribute  to  his  wilful  neglecft,  the 
procraftination  of  the  war  in  America.  The  HeiTian 
commander  was  heard  to  declare,  that  if  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  had  paid  her  General  by  the  Job,  and  not  by  the 
day  the  bufmefs  would  have  been  foon  fettled  G  but 
the  future  events  of  the  war- "have  certainly  weakened- 
the  force  of  the  attacks  upon  Sir  William  Howe.  It 
is  much  eafier  to  decide  upon  what  ought  to  be  the 
operations  of  an  army  over  a  map,  than  to  effeft 
thofe  purpofes  in  the  field.  General  Amlierft,  in  the 
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T’  '7'  employed  two  campaigns  in  dnvin<r 
Was  Aen'r  ^“eiaca  ;  but  the  nation 

bin  Wrm  V  '  ff  it  has  fince 

reidi V  ii  w  tiifcontent.  The  enemies  of  Howe 
readily  allow  him  to  polTefs  an  unccmmon  fhare  of 

Pyrfonal  courage  and  great  profeffional  fleill.  His  ha- 
bits  of  diflipation  were  fuch  as  military  men  are  more 
P  rtiuilaily  addicted  to,  they  were  no  lefs  predomi¬ 
nant  m  Marlhal  Saxe,  notwithflanding  which,  he  is 
now  conlidered  as  the  firft  General  of  his  age.  We 

Sf.s  of  pS,lic  rptfr!  “ 

Klim  loudly  and  generally 

Jamed  as  deferring  the  northern  army,  by  undertak- 

ing  his  Southern  expedition.  His  juftification  of 
iirafelf  appears  forcible,  not  to  fay  conclufive  Bv 
Foceedmg  to  the  fouthward,  he  efFeded  a  power- 
fill  diverfon  in  favour  of  General  Burgoyne,  by 
drawing  pff  the  mam  American  army.  On  the  other 
band,  had  he  advanced  up  Hudlon’s  River,  Walh- 
ington,  with  hia  whole  force,  would  have  either  cut 
oft  his  communication  with  New  York,  or  with  the 
northern  army.  The  cry  would  then  have  been 
that  he  had  wafted  the  campaign  in  accomplifhing 
what  would  have  fucceeded  as  well  without  him.  By 
th-  tall  of  Ticondeioga,  his  alTiftance  feemed  to  be¬ 
come  unneceflary,  as  rapid  fuccefs  w^as  expected  to 
follow.  Had  he  then  proceeded  with  his  army  to  the 
fuccoiir  of  the  victorious  General,  he  would  have  been 
thought  envioufly  to  have  grafped  at  a  fhare  of  that 
glory  which  would  othenvile  have  been  entirely  due 
to  the  northern  Chieftain.  Add  to  this,  that  his  in- 
itrudtions,  inftead  of  directing  fuch  a  conjundt  plan 

of  operations,  pointed  out  Philadelphia  as  his  ob- 
jedt. 

Among  the  plans  luggefted  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1777?  deftination  of  the  northern  armyg 
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Olic  was,  to  embark  it  at  C^ebec,  in  order  eitlier  to 
effect  a  conjundtion  with  Sir  William  Howe  by  fea, 
or  to  employ  it  feparately,  to  co-operate  with  the 
main  defigns  by  fuch  means  as  (hould  be  within  its 
ftrength,  upon  other  parts  of  the  continent,  i  he  e- 
vent  has  (hewn,  how  much  preferable  it  would  have 
been  to  have  given  fuch  a  diredtion  to  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

The  parliament  affembled  on 'the  20th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1777.  The  King's  fpeech  fpoke  ot  the  neceffity 
\of  continuing  the  war  in  America,  and  of  the  proba¬ 
bility  that  it  would  be  neceffary  not  only  to  keep  the 
forces  complete  to  their  eftablifhment,  but  to  en- 
creafe  them  by  contradling  engagements.  Of  the 
difpofition  of  foreign  powers  it  fpoke  doubtfully.  His 
Majefty  faid,  as  on  the  one  hand  I  am  determined 
that  the  peace  of  Europe  fhall  not  be  dift  urbed  by  me, 
fo  on  the  other  I  lhall  always  be  a  faithful  guardian 
of  the  honour  of  the  crowm  of  Great  Britain. " 

The  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  King’s  fpeech  was 
moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Lord  Hyde, 
and  feconded  by  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  the  latter  of  whom 
gave  a  loofe  to  the  fervour  of  youth,  and  paid  the 
moft  lavifh  compliments  to  the  wifdom  and  equity 
of  adminiftration,  declaring,  that  the  red'titude  of 
their  meafures  was  fo  demonftrable,  that  he  was 
amazed  a  fingle  Englifhman  could  be  tound  hardy 
enough  to  oppofe  them,  and  juftify  the  American 
rebels.  It  had  long  been  the  practice  of  government 
to  diffeminate,  by  every  means  which  unbounded 
influence  fupplied,  the  opinion,  that  all  the  oppofers 
of  public  meafures  wxre  unprincipled,  clamorous  and 
feditious  men,  who  only  aimed  at  embarraffing  and 
diftrelTing  thofe  in  power,  in  hopes  of  rendering  their 
pofts  untenable,  and  advancing  themfelves  to  envi- 
^  ed  pre-eminence.  Foreigners  have  deferibed  the  go- 
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veinment  ot  England  as  more  tempelluous  than  the 
lea  which  lurrounds  the  ifland ;  biu  amidft  the  body 
^  the  people  this  fury  has  of  late  very  much  abated  - 
The  prelent  age,  grown  weary  of  the  political  as  well 
as  religious  difputations,  in  which  their  forefathers 
had  deeply  interefted  themfelves,  and  difgufted  at 
the  ccnduft  of  many  profefled  patriots,  who  had  re¬ 
nounced  their  principles  to  acquire  power,  were  eafily 
prevailed  upon  to  place  a  confidence  in  their  rulers 
and  to  entertain  the  moft  incurable  fulpicions  of  tliofe 
who  profelfed  themfelves  the  champions  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  But  it  will  perhaps  be  difficult  to  produce 
a  fingle  feffion  of  parliament  fince  the  acceffion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  in  which  the  members  who 
compofed  the  minority  in  both  Houles,  gave  more 
unequivocal  proofs  of  their  integrity  and  wifdom 
than  in  the  prefent.  The  conduft  of  the  Earl  of 
Chatham  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  firflr-  day  of 
the  feffion,  ferves  as  one  proof  in  fupport  of  this 
alfertion.  “  The  jaundiced  eye  of  party,”  is  little 
qualified  to  difcern  truth!  Rut  whilft  an  hiftorian 
ought  to  flmri  the  contagion  of  faftion,  he  is  no  lefs 
bound  to  point  out  inftances  of  true  patriotifm  and 
fuperior  penetration,  whether  they  are  to  be  found  in 
the  meafures  of  the  cabinet,  or  in  the  propofitions 
which  originate  in  the  legillative  body.  To  adopt 
the  language  of  a  living  writer  of  deferved  cele¬ 
brity  “  our  foie  objedf  is  to  be  tifeful  and  to  be 
tnte.  Far  beTrom  us  that  fpirit  of  party  which 
blinds  and  degrades  thofe  who  are  the  condudfors, 
and  thofe  who  afpire  to  be  the  inftrudfors  of  man¬ 
kind.  Our  wifh  is  for  our  country,  our  homage  is 
m  juftice.  We  honour  virtue,  in  whatever  place, 
in  whatever  form,  fhe  is  feen ;  the  diftindfions  of 
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condition  and  of  nation  cannot  eftrange  us  from 
ilcr 

When  the  addrefs  had  been  moved  for  by  Earl 
Percy,  in  the  Hoiife  of  Lords,  the  Earl  of  Chatliam 
rofe  and  declared,  that  he  would  not  join  in  congra¬ 
tulation  on  misfortune  and  dilgrace.  He  faid,  it 
was  a  perilous  and  tremendous  moment,  and  not  a 
time  for  adulation.  It  was  neceffary  to  difpel  the 
delufion  and  darknefs  which  enveloped  the  thrbne, 
and  to  difplay,  in  its  full  danger  and  native  colours, 
the  ruin  that  was  brought  to  our  doors.  The  mea- 
fures  which  had  been  purfued,  he  laid,  had  reduced 
this  late  flourifhing  empire  to  ruin  and  contempt. 
Not  only  the  power  and  ftrength  of  this  country  was 
wafting  away  and  expiring,  but  her  well-eained 
glories,  her  true  honour  and  lubftantial  dignity  were 
lacrificed.  France,  my  Lords,  continued  he,  has  in¬ 
ful  ted  you  :  (be  has  encouraged  and  fuftained  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  whether  America  be  wrong  or  right,  the 
dignity  of  this  country  ought  to  fpurn  at  the  offi¬ 
cious  infult  of  French  interference.  The  minifters 
and  ambaffadors  of  thofe  who  are  called  rebels  and 
enemies,  are  in  Paris  ;  in  Paris  they  tranfadl  the  re¬ 
ciprocal  intereft  of  America  and  France.  Can  there 
be  a  more  mortifying  infult  ?  Can  even  our  minif¬ 
ters  fuftain  a  more  humiliating  difgruce  ?  Do  they 
dare  to  refent  it  ?  Do  they  prefume  even  to  hint  a 
vindication  of  their  honour,  and  the  dignity  of  the 
ftate,  by  requiring  the  difmiffal  of  the  plenipotentia¬ 
ries  of  America  ?-  Such  is  the  degradation  to  which 
they  hg,ve  reduced  the  glories  of  England  1  T  he 
people  whom  they  affedfed  to  call  contemptible  re¬ 
bels,,  but  whofe  growing  power  has  at  Lift  obtained 
the  name  of  enemies  ;  the  people  with  whom  they 
liave  engaged  this  country  in  war,  and  againft  whom 
they  now  command  our  implicit  fupport  in  ev^ry 
meafure  of  defperate  hoftility  •,  this  people,  defpifed 

as 


L  ] 

aa  rebels,  or  acknowledged  as  encniies,  arc  abetted 
againft  us,  lupplied  with  every  military  ftore,  their 
interells  conlulted,  and  their  ambafladors  entertained 
by  our  inveterate  enemy  !'  and  our  minifters  dare  not 
interpofe  with  dignity  and  cfFeft.  Is  this  the  honour 
of  a  great  kingdom  ?  Is  this  the  indignant  fpirit  of 
England,  who  but  yefterday  gave  law  to  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  ? 

His  Lordfhip  then  turned  his  view  towards  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  declared  the  utter  impofllbility  of  conquer¬ 
ing  that  country.  He  fhewed,  that  during  three 
campaigns  we  had  done  nothing,  and  fuffered  much  i 
befides,  perhaps  the  total  lofs  of  the  northern  force 
You  may  fwell  every  expence  and  every  effort  ftill 
more  extravagantly  j  pile  and  accumulate  every  af- 
fiftance  you  can  buy  or  borrow ;  traffic  and  barter 
with  every  little  pitiful  German  prince,  that  fells  his 
futyedfs  to  the  Ihambles  of  a  foreign  potentate  ;  your 
efforts  are  for  ever  vain  and  impotent ;  doubly  fo, 
ftom  this  mercenary  aid  on  which  you  rely,  for  it  ir¬ 
ritates  to  an  incurable  refentment,  the  minds  of  your 
enemies,  by  over-running  them  with  the  mercenary 
fons  of  rapine  and  plunder ;  devoting  them  and  their 
poffeffions  to  the  rapacity  of  hireling  cruelty.  He 
added,  your  own  army  is  infedted  with  the  contagion 
of  thefe  illiberal  allies  :  the  fpirit  of  plunder  and  of 
rapine  is  gone  forth  among  them  ;  your  difeipline  is 
deeply  wounded.  Whilil  this  is  notorioufly  your 
finking  fituation,  America  grows  and  flourifhes : 
while  your  ftrength  and  difeipline  is  lowered,  theirs 
rifes  and  improves. 

H  is  Lordfhip  execrated  with  great  vehemence  the 
meafures  of  delegating  to  the  mercilefs  Indian,  the 

« 

*  The  news  of  General  I'urgojne’s  furrender  arrived  a  fort- 
nl§|ht  after ;  this  predidticn,  therefore,  iliews  the  intelli¬ 
gence  which  this  great  man  derived  from  his  own  fagacious 
mind. 
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defence  of  difpiited  rights,  and  to  wage  the  horrors 
of  barbarous  war  againll  our  brethren  *.  Our  army, 
familiarized  to  the  horrid  fcenes  of  favage  cruelty, 
could  no  longer  boatt  of  the  noble  and  generous 
principles  which  dignify  a  foldier. 

No  man,  he  faid,  wilhed  more  for  the  due  depend¬ 
ence  of  America  on  this  country  than  himfelf:  to 
preferve  it,  and  not  to  confirm  that  flate  of  inde¬ 
pendence  into  which  the  conduct  of  government  hi¬ 
therto  had  driven  them,  was  the  objedf  which  parlia¬ 
ment  ought  to  unite  in  attaining.  America  derived 
,  affiftance^  and  protedion  from  us,  and  we  reaped 
from  her  the  moft  important  advantages.  She  was 
indeed  the  fountain  of  our  wealth,  the  nerve  of  our 
ftrength,  the  nurfery  and  bafis  of  our  naval  power. 
It  is  our  duty,  therefore,  if  we  wilh  to  fave  our 
country,  ferioufly  to’ endeavour  the  recovery  of  thefe 
beneficial  fubjeds;  and  in  this  perilous  crifis,  per- 


*  It  Is  pleafmg  to  record  inftances  of  genuine  gcddnefs  of  heart 
and  dlfiniereded  philanthropy,  which  leads  us  to  infert  here  the 
conduct  of  Governor  Pownal  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (r'ehruary 
when  the  fubje*^  of  the  Indian  war  was  under  difculTion. 
dliat  benevolent  mail  propofed,  as  a  means  of  putting  a  flop  to 
the  horrid  cruelties  of  the  American  lavages,  that  the 
countries  fliould  mutually,  in  the  fpirit  of  a  good  faith,  break  eft  . 
all  alliance  with  thefe  blood-hounds  of  war,  engage  to  treat  them 
as  enemies  whenever  they  iTiould  commit  auaCd  of  hoftillty  againlt 
tiny  white  peiion,  whether  European  or  American,  vvhei‘eby  ail 
the  dreadfai  fcenes  of  indlfcrimlnate  murder  would  be  preventetl. 
If  government,  he  faid,  would  propofe  to  Congrels,  the  terms  of 
fuch  an  agreement,  he  would  anfwer  for  It  that  the  Congrels 
would  embrace  them;  and  execute  them  with  good  faith.  Such 
a  difpofition,  and  fuch  aji  overture,  he  faid,  might  be  produdlive 
of  the  happiall  confeguences  ;  it  might  lead  to  the  mutual  perform¬ 
ance  of  good  orficcs,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  a  more  exten- 
five  treaty,  v/Mch,  by  prudent  management,  might  be  brought 
to  tv'^rnhnaie  in  peace  ;  and  he  offered  to  go  biiufelf,  if  government 
would  adopt  the  iiieafure,  and  parliament  ratify  it,  without  pay, 
or  the  hope  ot  any  reward,  and  make  the  propofal  to  Congrefs, 
and  would  anfwer  wilh  bh  life  for  the  luccefs  that  would  at¬ 
tend  it. 
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haps  the  prefent  moment  may  be  the  only  one  in 
which  we  can  hope  for  fuccefs*,  for  in  their  nego¬ 
tiations  with  France,  they  have,  or  think'they  have 
r^lon  to  complain  :  though  it  be  notorious,  that 
they  have  received  from  that  power  important  fup^ 
piles  and  afliftance  of  various  kinds  ;  yet  it  is  certain 
they  expqdt  it  in  a  more  decifive  and  immediate  de¬ 
gree.  America  is  in  an  ill  humour  wiih  France  on 
lome  points  that  have  not  entirely  anfwered  her  ex¬ 
pectations,  let  us  wifely  take  advantage  of  everv 
poflible  moment  of  reconciliation.  America  and 
France  cannot  be  congenial.  There  is  fomethino'  de- 
cifive  and  ^confirmed  in  the  honeil  American,  %ba  t 
will  not  aflimilate  to  the  futility  and  levity  of  French¬ 
men.  The  natural  difpofition  of  America  ftil]  leans 
towards  England,  and  the  old  habits  of  connedllon 
^d  mutual  intereft  that  united  both  countries. 
This  was  the  eftablifhed  fentiment  of  all  the  conti¬ 
nent,  and  ftill,  my  Lords,  in  the  great  and  princi¬ 
pal  part,  the  found  part  of  America,  this  wife  and 
affectionate  difpofition  prevails. 

The  defigns  or  foreign  powers,  he  faid,  were  to 
be  judged  of  rather  by  their  aClions,  and  the  nature 
of  things,  than  by  interefted  affertions.  The  uni¬ 
form  afliftance  rendered  to  America  by  France, 
fhewed  the  difpofition  of  that  kingdom.  The  moft 
important  interefts  of  France,  in  aggrandizing  and 
enriching  herfelf  with  what  fhe  moil  wants,  fupplies 
of  every  naval  flore  from  America,  muft  infpire  her 
with  fentiments  not  pacific  towards  England.  In  this 
complicated  crifis  of  danger,  weaknefs  at  home,  and 

*  This  warning  voice  was  heard  in  vain;  and  in  lefs  than  two 
months  after,  a  commercial  treaty  was  figned  at  Paris  ;  upon 
which  event  the  Minifter  eagerly  adopted  the  falutary  plan  cf 
Conduct  here  advifed  ^  but  it  Vv^as  then  too  late  j  the  Americans 
iaw  that  the  overture  was  didated  by  fear,  and  that  it  tended 
Only  to  allure  them  to  break  their  faith  with  France- 
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calamity  *abroad,  terrified  and  inful  ted  by  the  neiglr 
bounng  powers  ^  unable  to  aeft  in  A.mericaj  or  acting 
only  to  be  deftroyed,  he  afked,  where  was  the  man 
with  the  forehead  to  promife  or  hope  for  fuccefs  in 
fuch  a  fituation  ?  You  cannot  conciliate  America  by 
your  prefent  meafures ;  you  cannot  fubdue  her  by 
your  prefent,  or  by  any  meafures. — What  then  can 
you  do  ?  You  cannot  conquer,  you  cannot  gain,  but 
vou  can  addrels ;  you  can  lull  the  fears  and  anxieties 
of  the  moment  into  an  ignorance  of  the  danger  that 
fhould  produce  them. 

Hislordfhip  then  propofed  an  amendment  to  the 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which  recommended  an  im^ 
mediate  ceifation  of  hoftilities,  and  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  a  treaty  to  reftore  peace  and  liberty  to  Arne^ 
?ica,  ftrength  and  happinefs  to  England,  fecurity 
and  permanent  profperity  to  both  countries.  The 

amendment  was  rejafted  by  97  to ’28. 

When  the  nation  had  fomewhat  recovered  from 
the  confternation  into  which  it  was  thrown,  by  the 
arrival  of  the  difpatches  which  related  the  furrender 
of  general  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  ftrenuous  endeav¬ 
ours  were  ufed  to  fet  on  foot  fubferiptions  for  the 
pufpofe  of  raihng  men.  The  towns  of  Liverpool 
and  Manchefter  raifed  each  a  regiment  •,  the  cities  of 
Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  furniOied  the  like  fupply : 
feveral  independent  companies  were  raifed  in  Wales. 
The  livery  of  London  w^s  convened  for  the  purpofe 
of  raifmg  and  maintaining  a  body  of  5000  men,  but 
the  meafure  could  not  be  carried.  A  private  fub- 
feription  was  then  fet  on  foot  at  the  London  Tavern, 
by  which  about  20,000/.  were  colleiited.  At  Briftol, 
the  corporation  could  not  be  brought  to  adopt  the 
plan,  but  many  individuals  gave  a  public  teftimony 
of  their  zeal,  by  affixing  their  names  to  large  furns 
of  money,  profelTedly  for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  men 
for  his  Majefiy’s  fervice,  Ti:e  number  of  men  ob¬ 
tained 
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tamca  in  confequence  of  thefe  corporate  and  private 

were  faid  to  amount  to  15,000. 

When  the  parliament  aflembled  after  the  Eafter 
recefs,  this  mode  of  raifmg  troops  without  the  con-^ 
ctirrence  or  knowledge  of  the  legiflature,  was  ob- 

jeded  o  as  highly  unconftitutional,  and  dangerous 
o  he  liberties  of  this  country  ;  it  being  the  foie  and 
unalterable  right  of  parliament  to  grant  money  and 
men  for  the  fervice  of  the  Hate.  The  plan  on  which 
thefe  benevolences  were  condufted,  was  equally  cen  - 
lured  becaufe  it  was  calculated  to  ferve  a  few  men 
or  influence,  who  were  complimented  with  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  naming  the  officers,  the  purchafe  money 
ot  whofe  commillions,  it  was  faid,  would  greatly  ex¬ 
ceed  the  whole  expence  of  raifmg  the  men.  The  full 
amount  of  the  gratuities  was  calculated  at  8o,ooo4 
and  the  nation  incurred  an  expence  of  not  lefs  than 
480,000/.  by  the  full  and  half  pay  of  the  officers,  with 
the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  men.  It  was  likewife 
allerted,  ^at  the  only  oeconomical  plan  would  have 
been  to  offer  bounties  to  recruits  entering  to  ferve  in 
the  old  regiments,  which  plan  had  been  adopted  by 
the  city  of  London  in  the  laft  war,  and  was  found 

to  render  eflential  fervice  To  the  army  at  a  cheap 
rate,  ^ 

A\hiIfl;thofe  who  were  ftrenuous  for  purfulng,  at 
a  events  the  American  war,  had  now  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  contributing  their  benevolences  to  it,  peo^ 
p  eo  a  contrary  fentiment,  found  another  channel 
through  which  their  bounty  flowed.  The  American 
pnfoners,  at  that  tirne  confined  in  England,  fufFered 
tnany  hardfhips,  which  the  fubfiftence  allowed  them 
•  y  government,  if  faithfully  dealt  out  to  them,  could 
pot  oe  fuppofed  t6  remove,  and  which  were  increafed, 
m  rnany  inftances,  by  the  inhumanity  and  cruelty  of 
keepers.  To  relieve  thefe  unhappy  men,  a 
ubfcnpcion  was  opened,  by  which  they  were  fup- 
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plied  with  cloaths,  firing,  bedding,  and  other  necef- 
faries,  during  die  winter. 

On  the  3orh  of  January,  1778,  a  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  was  figned  by  the  American  Plenipotentaries, 
and  the  Count  deVergennes,  the  French  mlnifter  lor 
foreign  affairs ;  and  the  week  after,  a  treaty  of  alli¬ 
ance  was  executed^  The  Earl  of  Shelburne,  on  the 
5th  of  Decenrber,  had  put  the  quellion  to  the  ininil- 
try,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  whether  fuch  a  tranfac- 
tion  had  not  taken  place  ?  which  they  then  diF 
claimed  any  knowledge  of,  but  on  the  17  th  of 
February,  Lord  North  brought  in  two  bills  tending 
to  a  reconciliation  with  America.  The  firrt  was  ex- 
prefsly  defigned  to  remove  all  doubts  and  apprehen- 
fions  concerning  taxation  by  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  in  any  of  the  Colonies,  Provinces,  and  - 
Plantations  of  North- America  and  the  Weft-Indies, 
and  it  alfo  repealed  the  adl  of  parliament  which  im- 
pofed  the  duty  on  tea.  The  other  bill  enabled  his 
Majefty  to  appoint  Commiffioners  with  fufficient 
powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  agree  upon  the  means 
of  quieting  the  diforders  fubfiiling  in  certain  of  the 
Colonies  of  North-America.  Thefe  Commiffioners 
were  endowed  with  very  extenfive  powers  :  they 
were  authorized  to  treat  with  the  Congrefs  by  name, 
as  if  it  w'ere  a  legal  body,  and  fo  far  to  give  it  au¬ 
thenticity,  as  to  fuppofe  its  ads  and  conceffiions 
binding  upon  America.  They  were  empowered 
to  treat  with  any  of  the  Provincial  Affemblies 
upon  their  new  conftitutiori,  and  with  any  indi¬ 
viduals  in  their  civil  capacities  or  military  com¬ 
mands:  with  General  Wafhington,  or  any  other 
officer.  The  Commiffioneis  had  a  power  to  order  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms  •,  to  fufpend  the  operation  of 
all  laws;  and  to  grant  all  forts  of  pardons,  im¬ 
munities  and  rewards ;  to  reftore  all  the  Colonies, 
or  any  of  them,  to  the  form  of  their  ancient  con- 

T  ftitutiori, 
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iiitution,  as  it  flood  before  the  troubles;  and  in  any 
of  thofe  where  the  King  nominated  the  Governors, 
Council,  Judges,  or  other  magiftrates,  to  nominate 
Inch  at  their  difcretion,  until  his  Majefly’s  further 
pleafure  could  be  known. 

It  had  been  objefted  to  the  former  Commiflloners, 
that  their  powers  were  deficient :  this  aft  therefore 
declared,  that  Ibould  the  Americans  claim  their  in¬ 
dependence  at  the  outfet  of  the  treaty,  they  ihould 
not  be  required  to  renounce  it,  until  the  treaty  had 
received  its  final  ratification  by  the  King  and  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain.  A  reafonable  and  moderate 
contribution  towards  the  common  defence  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  when  re-united,  was  to  be  negotiated  for,  but 
fitch  contribution  was  not  to  be  infifled  upon  asa/w? 
<pia  non  of  the  treaty. 

The  conceflions  which  the  Eritifh  Parliament  here¬ 
by  made  to  America,  were  much  more  ample  than 
thofe  recommended  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham  and  Mr. 
Burke,  three  years  before,  but  which  were  then  un- 
liappily  difitpproved.  It  was  the  opinion  of  feveral 
members,  that  a  repeal  of  all  the  obnoxious  afts 
fhoufd  be  a  preliminary  to  any  treaty,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  held  out  to  them  in  future.  The  minority,  in 
general,  fupported  the  bills,  though  fome  of  them 
declared,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  offer  would  ar¬ 
rive  too  late.  Both  the  bills  pafled  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  tlie  2d  of  March,  were  carried  through 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  without  a  divifion,  and  were 
jjafTed  the  9th  of  the  fame  month. 

On  the  17  th  of  March,  a  meflage  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  was  prefen  ted  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
relative  to  a  declaration  delivered  to  Lord  Wey¬ 
mouth  by  M.  de  Noailles,  the  French  AmbafTador, 
fignifying,  in  form,  the  treaty  of  friendfhip  and 
commerce  which  had  been  entered  into  with  the 

States 
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States  of  America.  It  defcribed  thofe  States  as  be¬ 
ing  in  full  pofleffion  of  independence,  and  declared 
that  the  contracting  parties  had  paid  great  attention 
not  to  ftipulate  any  excluftve  advantages  in  favour  of 
the  French  nation,  and  the  United  States  had  re- 
ferved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  every  nation  what¬ 
ever,  upon  the  fame  footing  of  equity  and  recipro¬ 
city.  It  exprelTed  a  defire  that  the  good  harmony 
fubfifting  between  Great  Britain  and  the  court  of 
France,  might  not  be  altered  by  fuch  a  ftep,  and  an 
expectation  that  the  commerce  between  France  and 
Axinerica  would-  not  be  interrupted,  and  fignified 
that  at  all  events  the  French  King  was  determined 
to  proteCl  effectually  the  lawful  commerce  of  his  fub- 
jeCts,  and  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  his  flag.  ? 

In  confequence  of  this  declaration,  his  Majefty 
acquainted  his  Parliament,  that  he  had  recalled  his 
AmbalTador  from  the  court  of  France,  and  fhould 
depend  upon  Parliament  for  fupport,  which  was  pro- 
mifed  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  of  loyalty  and  afFeCtion. 
A  declaration  of  war  againft  France  would  no  doubt 
have  immediately  followed  the  King’s  melTage,  if  an 
opinion  had  not  prevailed,  that  America  was  at  li¬ 
berty  to  make  peace,  without  confulting  her  ally, 
unlefs  England  declared  war. 

•  The  Hiftory  of  Europe  might  perhaps  be  confult- 
ed  in  vain,  to  find  a  more  aftonifhing  inftance  of 
blindnefs  and  infatuation  than  that  fhev/ed  by  the 
Britifh  miniftry  during  the  progrefs  of  this  treaty. 
That  fuch  an  alliance  was  negotiating  at  Verfailles, 
had  been  confidently  declared  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  from  the  very  commencement  of  the 
feffion  and  a  variety  of  open  and  apparent  cir- 

Y  %  cumftances, 

I 

^  It  is  aiTerted  by  Silas  Deane,  an  American  Deputy,  who 
Signed  the  commercial  alliance  on  the  part  of  the  States,  that 
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cumftances,  rendered  the  information  highly  proba¬ 
ble.  The  intelligence  communicated  to  government 
by  our  Ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  not 
liaving  been  laid  before  Parliament,  cannot  be ’fully 
known.  Indeed,  inftances  are  not  wanting,  of  the 
■  inoft  important  meafures  having  been  concerted,  un¬ 
der  the  very  eye  of  an  AmbalTador,  whofe  country 
was  deeply  interefted  in  the  confequences,  without 
his  being  at  all  apprized  of  the  defigns.  Walfing^ 
ham,  a  man  ot  diftinguifhed  penetration,  was  in 
perfedt  ignorance  of  the  intended  maflacfe  at  Paris, 
until  the  night  when  that  bloody  tragedy  was  acTied  I 
and  the  Maiquis  of  Albyville,  the  Englifh  minilfer 
it  the  Hague,  gave  no  certain  intelligence  of  the 
defti nation  of  the  armament  which  was  preparing  in 
Holland  to  tranfport  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  Eng¬ 
land,  until  King  James  had  been  apprized  of  it  froiti 
various  quarters. 

Indecifion  and  procraflination  had  too  long 
marked  the  condudl  of  adminiftration,  infornuch 
that  M.  de  Noailles,  the  French  Ambaflador,  on  his 
departure  from  London,  defcribed  the  Britifh  coun¬ 
cils  as  fo  totally^undetermined  and  indecifive  in  every 
matter,  whether  of  public  or  private  concern,  that 
he  never  could  get  a  pofitive  anfwer  from  the  minify 
ters,  upon  any  bufinefs,  whether  of  fmall  or  of  the 
higheft  importance.  How  difFerent  were  the  fenti- 
ments  of  M.  de  Bufly,  when  he  returned  home 
from  his  fruitlefs  negotiation  eighteen  years  before ! 

Arthur  Lee,  one  of  his  colleagues,  immediately  on  fignlfying  the 
inftrument,  that  very  night,  tranfinitted  the  following  mercantile 

epiftle  to  the  Ear!  of  S - ; — n.  ‘‘  This  day,  the  new  partner- 

ilupv/as  figned  and  fealed,  and  the  new  Hoiife  will  begin  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  buhnefs  immediately.  If'  the  old  Houfe  means  to  have 
any  thjng  to  do  farther,  and  means  honellly,  it  mull  make  its 
propofaYs  immediately.’' 


But 
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But  the  helm  of  Itate  was  then  under  tlie  guidance  of 
another  pilot 

Such  being  the  fatal  prop^nfities  which  predomi¬ 
nated,  the  navy  of  England  was  now  found  to  be 
in  no  condition  to  revenge  the  infill t  offered  by^ 
France  ;  whillt  a  fleet  coniifling  of  twelve  fhips  ol 
the  line,  fix  frigates,  fourteen  ftore  lhips,  with  6000 
troops,  under  the  command  of  the  count  d’Etlaing, 
failed  from  Toulon,  immediately,  upon  the  French 
court  being  informed  of  the  reception,  which  its 
declaration  had  met  with  at  St.  James’s  f.  It  is 
warrantable  to  take  counfel  even  from  an  enemy ; 
the  conduft  of  England  towards  France,  in  the  year 
1755,  was  now  adopted  by  her  antagonilt ;  mcafures 
were  taken  to  ftrike  a  decifive  ftroke  while  the  two 
kingdoms  remained  at  peace.  It  could  not  be  doubt¬ 
ed  that  this  force  was  deftined  for  America,  but 
much  time  was  loft  before  a  fleet  could  be  got  ready 
to  make  head  againft  it.  The  arfenals  at  Portfmoutli 
could  not  fupply  the  requifite  ftores  of  rigging,  and 
the  want  of  feamen  impeded  every  operation.  At 
length  Admiral  Eyron,  with  twelve  fail  of  the  line, 
put  to  fea  J':  but  before  we  follow  thefe  hoftile  fleets, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  fpeak  of  the  tr^nfaeftions  in 
Parliament. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  Earl  Nugent  moved,  that  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  fhould  be  apjxiinted 
to  confider  of  the  trade  of  Ireland,  which  had  fcT 
verely  fuflfered  by  .-the  war  with  America,  a  ftop 
having  been  thereby  put,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the 
exportation  of  manufadtures  from  thence,  hence  a 
large  body  of  the  people  were  deprived  of  their  ftat- 

*  Charles  the  Second  complained  to  a  Dutch  AmbalTador,  that 
the  States  paid  lefs  regard  to  him  than  they  had  done  toCromwell  > 
to  which  the  Dutchman,  with  phlegmatic  I  rankness,  replied, 
‘‘  Ah,  Sir,  Oliver  was  quite  another  (ort  of  a  man/’ 

f  April  13,  1778.  J  May  20. 
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cd  employments,  and  rendered  deflitute  of  the 
means  of  lubfifting.  The  decreafe  of  trade  was  ftill 
more  feverely  felt,  in  confequence  of  very  lieavy 
additions  which  had  been  recently  made  to  the  civil 
eftablifhment,  by  the  increafe  of  penfions,  and  other 
burdenfome  appointments.  The  relief  folicited  was, 
to  take  off  fome  of  the  many  reitridions,  which 
cramped  both  the  export  and  import  trade  of  that 
kingdom.  Such  an  innovation  alarmed  the  merchants 
of  Briftol  and  Liverpool  no  lefs  than  the  manufadu- 
rers  in  Lancafhire  and  the  county  of  Nottingham, 
the  members  for  which  places  ftrenuoufly  oppofed 
the  admiffion  of  Ireland  to  a  participation  of  the 
rights  of  Britiffi  fubjeds.  Mr.  Burke,  who, had  been 
chofen  as  a  reprefentative  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  by 
the  free  votes  of  the  citizens,  without  any  expence, 
on  this  occafion,  found  himfelf  in  a  moft  unpleafant 
fituation.  The  prejudices  entertained  by  his  confti- 
tuents  were  too  violent  to  be  combated,  but  the 
juftice,  the  expediency,  and  even  the  necelTity  of 
the  grant,  urged  him  ftrongly  in  its  favour ;  at  the 
fame  time  it  appeared  to  him  in  no  refped  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  int'erefts  of  Briftol,  or  of  any  other 
part  of  this  kingdom  ■,  he  therefore  nobly  renouncing 
all  private  views  and  expedances,  came  forward, 
and  with  a  degree  of  public  fpirit  that  would  have 
done  him  honour  in  the  moft  virtuous  times,  became 
the  champion  pf  an  oppreffed  and  fuffering  people. 
He  confuted  very  ably,  the  principle  laid  down, 
that  Ireland  could  not  be  indulged  in  a  free  trade, 
without  her  becoming  a  rival  to  Great  Britain.  The 
free  exportation  of  fail  cloth  and  manufadured  iron 
fhe  had  long  en  oyed  without  any  inconvenience 
being  felt  in  this  country  ;  from  whence  he  infer¬ 
red  that  the  other  matters  of  apprehenfion  would  be 
found  equally  groundiefs.  A  few  years  before,  an 
ad  had  been  palled,  allowing  a  free  importation  of 

woollen 
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woollen  yarn  from  Ireland  ;  the  nianutadlurerB  in 
England  oppofed  the  bill,  but  they  were  not  able  to 
throw  it  out,  and  experiej'ice  lias  fince  led  them  to 
acknowledge  its  beneficial  tendency.  A  paiticipa- 
tion  of  manufa£lure,  he  faid,  could  not  polfibly  be 
detrimental  to  this  country,  there  was  certainly  room 
enough  in  the  world  for  the  trade  of  two  fuch 
ifiands  as  thefe.  He  obferved,  that  although  the 
internal  wealth  and  the  external  advantages  of  trade 
and  commerce,  are  forty  times  greater  in  England 
than  in  Ireland,  yet  the  latter  is  taxed  in  proportion 
to  one  fourth  of  England,  which  fhould  incline^  this 
country  to  promote  the  means  of  her  acquiring 
y/ealth.  He  lamented  that  it  could  happen  in  any 
one  inftance,  that  his  confcience  fhould  direft  him 
to  take  a  part  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  his  conftitu- 
ents.  It  had  been  his  invariable  aim  to  proteil  their 
rights  and  interefts,  and  to'  act  at  all  times  as  be¬ 
came  the  fenator  and  reprefentative  of  the  people* 
In  this  inftance  he  had  dared  to  aft  contrary  to  the 
wifhes,  though  he  was  fenfible  not  to  the  interefts, 
of  his  conftituents  ^  and  if  from  his  conduft  in  this 
bufinefs,  he  lliould  be  deprived  of  his  feat  in  that 
houfe,  as  he  apprehended  he  might,  he  had  the  fatif- 
faftion  of  being  fully  affured,  that  he  fhould  fiafFer 
in  the  very  caufe  of  thofe  who  had  inflifted  the 
puriiftiment.  He  fliould  not  blame  his  conftituents 
if  they  did  rejeft  him  ;  the  event  would  afford  a 
very  ufeful  example  :  on  the  one  hand,  of  a  fenator 
inflexibly  adhering  to  his  opinion  againft  intereft  and 
againft  popularity :  and  on  the  other,  of  conftituents 
cxercifing  their  undoubted  right  of  rejeftion;  not 
on  corrupt  motives,  but  from  their  perluafion,  that 
he  whom  they  had  chofen,  had  afted  againft  the 
judgment  and  intereft  of  thofe  he  reprefen  ted 

^  Notwithftandlng 

*  Thefe  apprehenfions  were  verified  at  the  ge-eral  election  in 
1780,  when  Mr.  Burke  loft  his  election  for  Briftol  :  previous  to 

which, 
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Notwithfiandirg, the  Houfc  feemed  well  dirpofcd 
to  adopt  the  bill,  yet  it  was  not  carried  through, 
and  Irom  lorne  events  which  afterwards  turned  un 
!t  does  not  appear  improbable,  that  the  fecret  inteV- 
politton  of  the  ininifter  prov'xl  fatal  to  it,  altimuo-h 
he  openly  fiipported  ir.  ^ 

The  levcre  lav/s  which  are  in  force  'jgainft  Reman 
catholics,  diilinguilTi  tliis  conntry  from  every  otlier 
Proteftant  ftate  in  Europe,  wbiift  the  inoffenfive  con- 
dudl  of  that  body,  for  a  feries  of  years,  had  entitled 
tiiem  to  lome  relief  from  government.  In  the  peri¬ 
lous  fituation  into  whicli  the  nation  was  now  brought, 
when  an  immediate  invafion  from  France  was  threat¬ 
ened,  and  which  we  were  very  ill  prepared  to  refift, 
a  petition  from  the  body  of  Roman  catholics,  figned’ 
by  almoft  every  gentleman  of  that  perfuafiont  of 
note  or  property  in  England,  was  prefented  to  the 
King,  llrongly  expreffive  of  their  loyalty  and  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  perfon  and  government.  Nothing, 
therefore,  could  more  direftly  meet  the  wifhes  of 


which,  in  a  fpccch  to  the  cJe6lors,  fraught  wEh  true  dignity  and 
llrong  argument,  he  defended  his  conduct  in  this  bufmeis,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “  Jt  was  a  painful  bpt  fiecellary  part  of  my  duty,  to 
read  what  was  approaching  in  Ireland,  in  the  black  and  bloody 
charafters  of  the  American  war.  I  did  not  obey  your  inftruaions': 
No.  I  conformed  to  the  inllrudlions  of  truth  and  nature,  and 
iiiaintalned  your  intcrefts  againff  your  opinions,  with  a  conllancy 
tnat  became  me.  A  reprefentative  w^erthy  of  you,  ought  to  be  a 
perfon  of  itabiiity.  I  am  to  look  indeed  to  your  opifiions  5  but 
tp  fucli  opinions  as  you  and  1  mujl  Have  five  years  hence.  1  was 
nor  to  look  to  the  flaili  of  the  day.  I  knew  that  youchofc  me,  in 
my  playe,  along  wdth  others,  to  be  a  pillar  of  the  ftate,  and  not 
aweatnei  cock  on  the  top  of  the  edifice,  exalted  for  my  levity  and 
verfatility,  and  of  no  life  but  to  indicate ‘the  faiftings  of  every 
fafliionablp  ^ale.  ould  to' God  'the  value  of  niy  fenthnents  on 
Ireland  and  America,  had  bepn  at  this  day  afubjett  of  doubt  and 
difeuflion  !  No  matter  wdiat  my  futferings  had  been,  fo  that  this 
kingdoni  had  kept  the  authority  T  wiilied  it  to  maintain,  by  a 
grave  lorefight,  and  by  an  equitable  temperance  in  the  ufe  of  iis 
power.”  •  1  • 
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the  court,  than  to  fhew  a  proper  fenfe  of  this  attach¬ 
ment  ;  but  the  dread  of  incurring  popular  refen  tment, 
would,  moft  probably,  have  prevented  the  fmallcft 
exertion  in  their  behalf.  It  muft  be  confidered  as  a 
piece  of  fubtile  policy,  for  government  to  efFedt  fo 
defirable  an  objedt  by  means  of  the  members  Vv^ho 
compofed  the  oppofition  ;  a  fet  of  men  whom  venal 
pens  and  tongues  had  branded  with  the  moft  oppro¬ 
brious  epithets,  becaufe  they  held  opinions  on  great 
political  points,  elTential  to  the  well  being  of  the 
ftate,  which  were  repugnant  to  the  minifterial  creed. 
It  appears,  however,  from  their  condudt  in  this  inr 
ftance,  that  their  zeal  toferve  thecaufe  of  humanrty, 
rendered  them  indifferent  to  the  fuggeftions  of  felfr^ 
intereft,  or  to  the  clamours  of  men  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  an  intolerant  fpirit :  it  even  fubjedted 
them  to  the  imputation  of  being  made  the  dupes 
pf  crafty  ftatefmen. 

.On.  the  14th  pf  May,  1778,  Sir  George  Savilef 
brought  a  bill  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the  re¬ 
peal 

.*,The  following  chajafUer  of  this  Baronet  deferves  a  place 
]ierc. — He  is  a  true  genius  ;  with  an  iinderftanding  vigorous, 
acute,  refined  ;  diftlnguilliing  even  to  excels  ;  and  illuminated 
with  a  moft  unbounded,  peculiar,  and  original  caft  of  imagination. 
With  thefe  he  pofteftes  many  external  and  inftrumental  advanta¬ 
ges  ;  and  he  makes  ufe  of  them  all.  His  fortune  is  among  the 
iargeft  ;  a  fortune  which,  wholly  unincumbered  as  it  is,  with  one 
Tingle  charge  from  luxury,  vanity,  or  excefs,  links  under  the  be¬ 
nevolence  of  its  dlfpenfer.  This  private  benevolence,  expanding 
Jtlelf  into  patriotifm,  renders  his  whole  being  the  eftate  of  the 
jmblic,  in  which  he  has  not  referved  a  peculium  for  himfelfof  pro¬ 
fit,  diverfion,  or  relaxation.  During  the  feifion,  the  firft  in,  and 
the  laft  out  of  the  Houle  of  Commons  ;  he  palTes  from  the  fenate 
to  the  camp  ;  and,  feldom  feeing  the  feat  of  his  anceftors,  he  is 
alvv^ays  in  Parliament  to  lerve  his  country,  or  in  the  field  to  de- 
ftiid  it.  But  in  all  well-wrought  compofitions,  fome  particulars 
ftand  out  more  eminently  than  the  reft  ;  and  the  things  which  will 
carry  his  name  to  pofterity,  are  his  two  bills,  I  mean  that  for  a 
^imitation  of  the  claims  of  the  crown  upon  landed  eftates ;  and 
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peal  of  the  ad  of  10  and  it  W.  III.  entitled,  “  An 
Ad  to  prevent  the  further  Growth  of  Popery 
which  to  the  many  pains  and  penalties  before  in- 
flided,  by  a  variety  of  ads  of  parliament,  added, 
a  prohibition  to  popifh  priells  officiating  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  that  church ;  foreigners  fo  offending  were 
made  guilty  of  felony,  and  natives  of  this  kingdom, 
of  high  treafon.  Popifli  heirs,  educated  in  foreigrr 
coimtries,  incurred  a  forfeiture  of  their  eftates, 
which  defccnded  to  the  next  proteftant  heir  :  a  fon, 
being  a  protellant,  was  empowered  to  difpoffefs  his 
father,  being  a  papift,  of  his  eftate,  and  members 
of  that  communion  were  incapacitated  from  pur- 
chafing  land  f . 

The 


this  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  By  the  former,  he 
has  emancipated  property  ;  by  the  latter,  he  has  quieted  con- 
fcience  ;  and  by  both,  he  has  taught  that  grand  lelfon  to  govern¬ 
ment  and  fubje6t, — no  longer  to  regard  each  other  as  adverfe 
parties. 


Such  was  the  mover  of  the  ad  that  is  complained  of  by  men,, 
who  are  not  quite  fo  good  as  he  is ;  an  ad,  mofl:  alTuredly  not 
brought  in  by  him  frpm  any  partiality  to  that  fed  which  is  the 
objed  of  it.  For,  among  his  faults,  may  be  reckoned  a  greater 
degree  of  prejudice  agalnft  that  people,  than  becomes  fo  wife  a 
man.  He  inclines  to  a  fort  of  difguft,  mixed  with  a  confiderabie 
degree  of  afperity  to  the  fyftem  ;  and  he  has  few,  or  rather  no 
habits  with  any  of  its  profelTors.  What  he  did,  was  on  quite 
other  motives.  The  motives  were  thefe,  which  he  declared  in 
his  excellent  fpeech  on  his  motion  for  the  bill  ;  namely,  his  ex¬ 
treme  zeal  to  the  Proteflant  religion,  v/hich  he  thought  utterly 
difgraced  by  the  ad  of  1699;  and  his  rcoted  hatred  to  all 
kind  of  cpprelfion,  under  any  colour  or  upon  any  pretence 
whatfoever. 

f  Bidiop  Burnet,  in  the  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  8vo, 
Edition  III.  316,  317,  informs  us,  that  after  the  peace  of  Ryf- 
wick  (1697),  a  great  fwarm  of  priells  came  over  to  England, 
not  only  thofe  whom  the  revolution  had  frightened  away,  but 
many  new  men,  who  were  faid  to  boaft  the  favour  andprotedion 
of  which  they  were  alliircd.  Some  enemies  of  government  gave 
it  out,  that  the  favouring  that  religion  was  a  fecret  article  ot  the 
peace;  and  fo  abfurd  is  malice  and  calumny,  that  the  Jacobites 

began 
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The  propriety  of  granting  relief  to  a  body  of  men 
':^vho  adted  confcientioufly,  appeared  fo  clearly  to  the 
Houfe,  that  the  bill  was  palled  wirliont  a  diffenting 
voice.  Whereby  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
felfing  the  Romifh  faith,  were  permitted  to  perform 
their  rites  of  worfhip,  were  rendered  capable  of  in¬ 
heriting  or  purchafing  real  eftates,  upon  fubfcribing 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  folemnly  dif- 
claiming  the  dodrine  of  the  Pope’s  authority  over 
this  realm,  or  his  power  of  abfolving  the  fubjeds  of 
it  from  their  obligations  to  the  government  as  by  law 
eftablifhed^.  Dodines  which  had  prevailed  in  times 
of  fuperftitious  ignorance,  but  which  had  long  been 
forgotten  by  the  Apoftolical  vicar  at  Rome,  and  were 
no  longer  held  facred  either  by  the  priefthood  or 
Jaity.  The  fpirit  of  perfecution  is  happily  extin- 
guifhed  in  many  of  the  Roman  Catholic  countries  in 
Europe,  even  the  moft  rigid  kingdoms  have  relaxed 
their  feverity.  Such  a  liberality  of  fentiment  well 

began  to  fay,  that  the  King  was  either  of  that  religion,  or  at 
teaft  a  favourer  of  it. — Upon  this,  foine  propofed  this  bill.  Thofe 
who  brought  it  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  hoped  that'the- 
court  would  have  oppoled  it ;  but  the  court  promoted  the  bill. 
So  when  the  party  faw  their  miftahe,  they  feemed  willing  to  let 
the  bill  fall ;  and  when  that  could  not  be  done,  they  clogged  it 
'with  many  fevere,  and  foine  unreafonlble  claufes,  hoping  that 
the  Lords  would  not  pafs  the  ad  ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  if  the 
Lords  fliould  make  the  lead  alteration  in  it,  they  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  who  had  fet  it  on,  were  refolved  to  let  it  lie  on  their 
table,  when  it  fliould  be  fent  back  to  them.  Many  Lords,  who 
fecretly  tavoured  papifls,  on  the  Jacobite  account,  did,  for  this 
very  reafon,  niove  for  feveral  alterations  ;  foine  of  thele  import- 
ing  a  greater  feverity ;  but  the  zeal  againll;  popery  was  fuch  in 
that  Houfe,  that  the  bill  pa, (Ted  without  any  amendment,  and  it 
had  the  Royal  aflent. 

*  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  original  dralt  of  this  ad  qF 
W.  III.  as  firft  brought  into  the  Houfe,  aimed  at  nothing  more 
than  obliging  the  Roman  Catholics  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
^nd  fupremacy,^  and  the  tell,  the  two  firil  of  whicli  are  now  en¬ 
joined  them.  See  Burnet  ut fupra» 
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deferves  imitation.  The  King  of  PruHia  has  lon^^ 
Imce  led  the  way,  by  caufing  a  popilh  church  to  be 
built  at  Berlin,  the  foundation  ftone  of  which  was 
laid  in  his  own  name.  In  an  enlightened  age,  it  is  not 
poflible,  that  the  tenets  of  popery  fliould  gain  ground 
m  a  proteftant  country.  ^  ^ 

A  committee  of  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nati¬ 
on,  was  appointed  in  each  Houfe  of  Parliament,  v/hich 
iat  early  in  the  month  of  February,  This  was 

propofed  in  the  upper  Houfe  by  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  in  the  lower  by  his  nephew,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Fox.  Colonel  Bane  diftinguifhed  himfelf  great- 
ly,  in  his  attempts  to  correct  the  abufes  which  pre- 
^  ailed  in  the  cxpenaiture  of  the  public  money, 
and  Sir  Philip  Jennings'  Clerke  endeavoured  to  ob¬ 
tain  an  aft,  to  reftrain  any  perfon,  being  a  member 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  from  being  concerned 
liimfelf,  or  any  perfon  in  truft  for  him,  in  any  con- 
traft  made  by  the  Commiflioners  of  his  Majefty’s 
Treafury,  or  Navy,  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  or  by 
any  other  perfon  or  perfons,  for  the  public  fervice, 
unlefs  the  faid  contraft  fhall  be  made  at  a  public  bidr 
ding.  Mr.  Alderman  Harley  v/as  the  principal  Ipeakr 
er  againft  the  bill,  which  however  was  hipported  by 
a  great  number  of  independent  members,  and  was  at 
length  loft  by  only  two  votes*. 

1  he  enquiries  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation  were  pur- 
filed  for  upwards  of  two  months.  The  vaft  fums  vo¬ 
ted  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy,  during  the  laft  eight 
years,  and  the  bad  condition  in  which  that  national 
defence  was  fuppofed  to  be,  notwichftanding  fuch 
ample  provifion,  were  urged  as  proofs  of  great  neg¬ 
ligence  or  peculation  in  that  department,  but  the  mi- 
nifterial  party  had  the  addrefs  to  counteraft  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  bring  before  the  Houfes  fuch  evidence  as 
was  requifite  to  eftablifli  fafts,  and  thereby  to^war- 

*  1 15  to  1 13.  May  4,  1778. 
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rant  a  rerdution  of  cenfure.  The  tranfport-femcc 
was  become  an  article  of  expence  beyond  all  prece¬ 
dent  or  imagination.  At  length,  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty  was  propofed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  ftrongly 
expreflive  of  cenfure  on  the  King’s  minifters ;  de- 
fcribing,  in  emphatical  terms,  the  flate  to  which  the 
nation  was  reduced,  and  praying  that  his  Majefty 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  put  an  end  to  the 
fyftem  whidh  had  prevailed  in  his  court  and  adminif- 
tration,  to  the  difgrace  and  ruin  of  the  kingdom. 
The  minority  were  much  divided  in  opinion  con¬ 
cerning  the  propriety  of  immediately  acknowledging 
the  independence  of  Americai  The  addrefs  being  re- 
jedled^  a  noble  Earl  propofed^  that  thofe  members  who 
lupported  it^  fhould  wait  upon  the  King  and  prefent 
it,  but  fuch  a  fpirited  proceeding  was  not  adopted. 

During  a  very  animated  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  on  the  day  that  the  committee  for  enquiring 
into  the  ftate  of  the  nation  clofed  that  bufmefs,  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  whofe  vigorous  mind,  on  fo  mo¬ 
mentous  an  occafion,  endeavoured  to  lliake  off  the 
prefftire  of  bodily  infirmities,  having  fpoken  with 
great  vehemence,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  fainting¬ 
fit,  which  he  furvived  but  a  fhort  time.  On  the  nth 
of  May  this  truly  great  man  refigned  his  breath,  in  the 
fixtleth  year  of  his  age. 

This  country  may  exult  as  much  in  having  pro' 
duced  a  Pitt,  as  in  giving  birth  to  a  Milton  or  a 
Newton,  his  genius,  like  theirs,  being  great  and  ori¬ 
ginal.  Nature  had  given  him  every  bodily  and  men¬ 
tal  qualification  of  an  orator.  A  graceful  figure,  a 
piercing  eye,  a  voice  ftrong  and  clear,  v/hich,  through 
a  variety  of  cadences,  was  harmonious  and  infinuat- 
ing.  He  had  iludied  the  mafter  of  Grecian  eloquence 
with  the  difeernment  of  a  kindred  fpirit :  pofTelling 
a  fancy  equally  playful,  he  wielded  thunder  equally 

maieftic. 
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inajeftic.  Whllft  he  rivalled  antiquity  in  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  his  eloquence,  among  modern  orators  he  was 
ns  the  eagle  among  birds.  The  rapidity  of  his  con¬ 
ceptions  ftruggling  with  the  fhackles  of  language, 
rendered  him  frequently  abrupt  and  incorreft,  but 
the  effufions  of  genius  always  threw  a  grandeur  over 

(he  whole,  like  the  creative  pencil  of  a  Salvator 
Rofa. 

Thefe  precious  gifts  were  not  deflined  by  Provi¬ 
dence  to  be  merely  admired  ;  they  were  employed  to 
recover  a  nation  finking  rapidly  into  effeminacy,  to 
Its  native  fpirit  and  vigour.  Born  to  aft  as  well  as 
to  harangue,  every  department  of  government,  both 
civil  and  military,  felt  his  renovating  influence. 
His  difcernment  pointed  out  men,  whilft  his  wifdom' 
planned  meafures  which  his  vigilance  efFedted, 
When  he  vyithdrew  from  power,  the  inftance  which 
he  gave  of  incorruptible  integrity,  confumraated  his 
c.iaradter  ;  he  then  delivered  into  the  treafury  a  very 
large  fum  of  money,  of  which  he  was  exempted 
from  rendering  any  account,  having  officially  re6eiv- 
ed  it  for  the  fecret  fervice  of  the  rtate,  but  to  which 
purpofe  it  had  not  been  found  neceffary  to  apply  it. 

His  greatnefs  was  not  derived  from  noble  birth, 
or  the  gifts  of  fortune.  He  ruled  over  the  empire  of 
the  mind,  and  monarchs  felt  the  inferiority  of  external 
to  Intel ledual  power.  They  either  reludantly  avail¬ 
ed  themfelves  of  his  councils,  or  paid  the  forfeit  for 
their  contumacy  in  degradation  and  ruin.  In  him- 
felf  he  was  equally  dignified,  whether  he  awed  the 
lioufe  of  Bourbon,  or  fuffufed  a  pallidnefs  and 
trepidation  over  the  minifter  who  fpurned  at  his 
warnings*.  It  was  only  by  the  honours  derived 

*Such  were  the  effefts  of  bis  eloquence  upon  the  late  Eari 
of  Suffolk. 

from 
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from  kings  that  he  could  be  degraded.  What  could 
not  his  elevated  foul  efFed?  He  caufed  even  Englifh- 
men  to  renounce  thofe  political  diftindions  which  had 
divided  and  weakened  the  nation  for  more  than  a  cen¬ 
tury  !  Difdaining  to  govern  by  parties,  he  abforbed 
them  all  into  his  own  vortex.  Alike  regardlefs  of  the 
approbation  or  cenfure  of  bufy  and  obfcure  writers, 
(the  objeds  of  complacence  or  dread  to  court-made 
ftatefmen)  he  kept  on  his  courfe,  and  made  his  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  underttanding  and  to  the  heart.  To  fum 
up  the  whole  of  his  charader :  he  was  a  mi  aider  form¬ 
ed  for  fiiperintending  the  affairs  of  a  mighty  empire, 
and  to  preferve  in  a  free  ftate,  the  due  equipoife  be- 
.  tween  the  pov/ers  of  the  crown,  and  the  liberties  of 
people. — Nil  oritimtm  alias ^  nil  ortim  tale  fatentes. 

Such  are  the  viciflimdes  in  the  motives  to  human 
adion,  that  the  very  member,  who,  when  Mr.  Pitt 
was  minifter,  firft  difplayed  his  oratorical  powers 
againft  the  meafures  then  purfuing,  now  pronounced 
a'  panegyric  on  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  moved 
that  his  remains  fhould  be  interred  at  the  public  ex¬ 
pence.  Mr.  Rigby  endeavoured  to  qiiafh  this  mo¬ 
tion,  by  fuggefting,  that  it  would  be  a  more  lafting 
teftimony  of  public  gratitude  to  vote  a  monument  to 
his  memory,  which  Mr.  Dunning  propofed  as  an  a- 
mendment  to  the  original  motion,  and  they  were  both 
carried  without  a  diffenting  voice  The  Earl  of 
Shelburne  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  the 
Houfe  fliould  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Earl,  but 
it  was  loft  by  a  calling  vote.  In  confequence  of  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
an  annuity  of  4000I.  per  annum  was  afterwards  fet¬ 
tled  in  perpetuity  on  thofe  heirs  of  the  late  Earl  of 

*  The  Athenians,  on  the  death  of  Demofthenes,  exprefled 
their  veneration  for  his  memory  in  a  manner  very  ftmilar. — 
Each  of  thefe  renowned  orators  died  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his 
age. 
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Chatham  to  whom  that  earldom  might  defcend  ;  and 
2o,oool.  vvere  granted  towards  difcharging  the  debts 
of  the  deceafed  nobleman. '  The  Commons  were  una¬ 
nimous  in  Ihewing  thefe  inftances  of  refpetf,  but  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  they  occafioned  a  proteft  to  be 
figned  by  four  peers*. 

.  The  fupplies  for  the  year  1778  amounted  to 
14,345,4971.  of  which  the  navy  claimed  5,001,895!.  f 

'  Befides 

*  The  Duke  of  Cbandos,  the  Lord  Chancellor  (Bathurft)^; 
the  ArchbliLop  of  York  (Markham),  and  Lord  Paget. 

t  N  A  V  Y. 

60,000  feamen,  including  1 1,829  J^arines  3,120,000 
Ordinary  of  the  Navy  -  -  389,200 

Building  and  repairing  fliips  -  488,695 

Towards  the  difcharge  of  the  Navy  debt  i  ,000,000 
Greenwich  Hofpital  -  -  4,000 

5,001,895 

ARMY. 

20,057  effedtive  men  for  guards,  garrifons, 

&c.  in  Great  Britain ;  Half  officers  ;  gar-  ^  , 

rilbns  in  the  Plantations,  Africa,  Minor-  % 

ca,  Gibraltar;  prov'.fions  for  forces  in 
North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  Gibraltar^ 
the  Ceded  Blands,  and  Africa  ;  penfions 
to  widows  ;  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea 
Hofpital  (105,4311.)  reduced  officers  of 
land  forces  and  marines  (90,940!.)  ;  dif- 
terence  of  pay  between  Britifli  and 
irifli  eftablilBmenl  -  -  -  1,856^800 

Augmentation  of  forces  from  their  feveral 

commencements,  to  Dec.  24,  1778.  -  385,847 

Five  Hanoverian  battalions,  ierving  in  Mi¬ 
norca  and  Gibraltar  «  -  56,075 

Foreign  troops  ferving  in  America ^  provi- 

fion>  and  artillery  •  -  -  642,228 


2>940)95^ 


/ 
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Befides  the  land-tax  and  duty  upon  malt,  to  nrovide 
for  this  fum,  fix  .millions  were  raffed  by  annuities,  ar 
three  per  cent,  per  annum,  with  the  further  annuity 
of  two  pounds  ten  (hillings  percent,  pet  annum,  for 
the  term  of  thirty  years,  and  then  to  ceafe ;  or  it 
■might  be  made  determinable  upon  a  life  ^  and  480,000!. 
by  a  lottery;  two  millions  by  Exchequer  bills.  The 
finking  fund  to  April  5,  1778,  produced  703,700!.  the 

Extraordinaries  of  the  army  from  Jan.  ji, 

1777,  to  Feb.  2*  1778  -  -  ^469, 923 

Ordnance  for  1 77;  not  provided  for  -  ^oo,i80 

for  .778  -  -  -  -  382,Si6i  <^83.299 

Militia,  including  three  regiments  of  fen- 

cible  men  to  be  raifed  in  North  Britain  -  485,789 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

Calling  in  and  recoining  the  deficient  gold 


coin 


To  four  perfons,  for  Compiling  a  general 
Index  to  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  -  -  - 

New  roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland 
Deheiency  of  fund  for  1758 
Ci  vil  lift  eftabli/lirnents  in  America,  See- 
Ditto  at  Senegambia  -  -  ,  « 

Forts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
General  furveys  in  North  America 
I^ums  iflued  in  purfuance  of  addrelTes 
For  the  relief  of  Americans  fulfering  on 
account  of  their  attachment  to  his  Ma- 
^  jelh^s  government  -  -  - 

Confining,  maintaining,  and  cloathing  con¬ 
victs  on  the  River  Thames 


105,227 


J  2,9c  o 

6,998 
43,621 
20,6 1 7 

5.550 

13,000 
2,372 
I  9, 1  Co 


Exchequer  Bills  difeharged 
Frizes  in  lottery,  1777, 
Deficiencies  of  grants  for  1777 
Ditto  land-tax  for  1777 
-VJait  ditto  ' 
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“  38493 

-  252,000 

-  200,000 


2,500,000 

480,000 


490493 

^  whole 
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whole  produce  of  the  I,ottery  was  diftributed  ihtft 
prizes  ;  four  tickets  foi:  every  500I.  flock  fubfcribed, 
upon  paying  lol.  for  each  ticket  ;  the  growing  produce 
of  the  finking  fund  was  applied  to  the  amount  of 
2,296,2091.  Various  duties  and  favings  produced 
148,566!.  The  annual  intereft  upon  the  funded 
debt,  with  the  annuity,  amounted  to  330,000!.  for 
the  payment  of  which,  a  tax  of  fix-pence  in  the 
pound  was  laid  on  all  houfes  from  five  pounds  to 
fifty  pounds  a  year  rent,  and  one  fhilling  in  the 
pound  on  all  above  50I.  An  additional  duty  of 
eight  guineas  per  ton  was  laid  on  all  French  wines, 
and  four  guineas  per  ton  on  all  other  wines  im-^ 
ported.  Thefe  two  taxes  were  calculated  to  pro- 

536,558'-  .  ' 

As  the  French  declaration  was  delivered  but  a 
few  days  after  the  contratfl  for  the  loan  had  been 
made,  the  raoney*lenders  became  great  lofers  by 
the  hidden  fall  of  flocks,  on  account  of  the  confe- 
quent  rupture  with  France.  But  notwithflanding 
no  nicney  had  then  been  paid  as  a  depofit,  yet  fuch 
.  was  the  honour  of  the  contractors,  that  the  payments 
were  regularly  made.  The  minifter  endeavoured  to 
procure  them  an  indemnification  from  Parliament, 
but  without  effed'.  The  fellion  was  clofed  on  the 
third  of  June. 


CHAP.  IV.. 

Condition  of  France  at  the  Commencefnent  of  Holltlittes — 
Engagement  between  the  Britifa  and  French  l^leets  off 
/  Ufhant — Valuable  Captures  made  by  the  Engliff^ 

Arrival  of  the  Com7?iiffioners  at  Philadelphia — Eva¬ 
cuation  of  that  City^  and  March  of  the  combined  Army 
to  New  Fork — French  Fleet  under  Count  dEJlaiug-^ 
appears  off  Staten  If  and — Operations  of  the  Army  at 

New- 
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New -l^ork-^  At  tempt  upon  Rhode  Ifland — Engage^ 
ment  between  the  two  Fleets  prevented  by  a  Storm — 

D' Eliding  takes  refuge  in  Bofton  Harbour — Eifcon* 
tents  of  the  Americans — -St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  taken 
by  the  Englijli.^  and  the  Ijland  of  Dominica  by  the 
French — -Differ fion  of  the  Englijh  Fleet  under  Admiral 
Byron — Dreadful  Inf  ances  of  Cruelty  in  the  Back  Set-- 
tlements — -->-Trials  of  the  Admirals  Keppel  and  PallF 
■fer-^Pondicherry  taken — Meeting  of  Parliament— 
State  of  Ireland — Enquiry  into  the  ConduA  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  JV irSpaniJh  Manifefio  laid  before  Parliament 
— fhe  Minifer  unable  to  raife  the  fidl  Amount  of  the 
Supplies— Conclufion  of  the  Seffmn — Operations  in  AmF 
rica — General  Prevof's  attempt  upon  Charlefown — 
Detachments  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  Army — The 
Ifland  of  St.  Lucia  captured — DefruAion  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican's /hipping  at  Penohfcot’^The  French  reduce  the 
Ifland  of  St.  V tncent.^  and  afterwards  Granada — Eir^ 
gagement  between  Byron  and  dPiiaing — The  Town  of 
Savannah  defended  againft  the  French  and  Americans 
— Gibraltar  invefted  by  the  Spaniards— Succeffes  of  the 
French  on  the  Coafl  of  Africa— England  threatened 
with  an  Invafion  from  France— Requifitions  made  to 
the  States  of  Holland — The  combined  Fleets  of  France 
and  Spain  enter  the  Brit  if h  Channel— Internal  Stale  cf 
England— Meeting  of  Parliament — State  of  A  fairs  in 
Ireland— Events  in  Scotland — Inftances  of  Public  SpD 
Yit — AAs^  puffed  in  Favour  of  Ireland — General  Difl 
contents  in  Confequence  of  the  national  Expences — CouiF  ^ 
iy  Meetings  formed.^  and  Petitions  prefented — -Mr. 
Burkes  1  Ian  for  the  better  fecuriug  of  the  Independence 
of  Pai  liameius and  the  (economical  Reformation  in 
the  Civil  and  other  Ejlabllf  ments — Plan  for  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Accounts  propofed  by  Colonel  Barre — Petitions 
fjom  famaita  Lord  North's  Bill  for  appointing 
Commijfioners  of  Accounts — Mr.  Dunning's  Proportions 
— A  numerous  Society  formed  under  the^ Title  of'‘^  The 

^  Pro  t  eft  an! 
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Protelhmt  AJjociation"'^Petition  prefented  to  the  Houje 
qt^  Commons^  by  Lord  George  Gordon^  for  the  Repeal 
of  the  An  ‘lAoich  granted  relief  to  Roman  Catholics — 
Pacts  and  Devajlaticns  in  London — CondtUl  of  Parlia¬ 
ment — Supplies^  and  JVays  and  Means  for  the  Tear 
1780 — Parliament  rifes — Signal  ViSlory  obtained  by  Sir 
George  Rodney  over  the  Spanijh  Fleet — Gibraltar  relieved, 
— Succefs  of  Admiral  Digby-^ Spirited  Attempt  to  re^ 
ft  rain  the  Dutch  carrying-Trade* — Expedition  fron'i  fa- 
mate  a  to  the  Spanifj  Main— Capttires  from  the  French  ^ 
1  n  the  J Fef‘ Indies — Naval  Engagements— Hurricanes 
—Valuable  Captures  from  th  Spaniards — Charkjlown 
in  South  Carolina  reduced  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton — Splendid 
P'iclory  obtained  by  Earl  Cornveallis  at  Camden — Difplay 
of  Brewery  and  ConduSl  in  various  Atlions  at  Sea, 

TH  E  kingdom  of  France,  ever  fince  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  Louis  XVI.  had  been  recovering  it-^ 
felf  from  the  confufion  and  diftrefles  into  which  it 
Jiad  been  plunged  by  the  mifrule  of  his  predeceffor. 
Profufion  and  negledt  no  longer  wafted  the  public 
revenue.  As  the  young  monarch  was  intent  on  re- 
ftoring  the  luftre  of  that  potent  kingdom,  he  fought 
out  fuch  men  for  public  employments  as  were  moft 
likely  to  further  fuch  patriotic  views.  It  is  a  remark 
of  the  Duke  de  Sully,  that  ‘‘  although  good  Princes 
may  be  wanting  to  good  minifters,  yet  good  minif- 
ters  will  never  be  wanting  to  a  Prince  who  has  dif- 
cernment  enough  to  find  them,  who  choofes  them 
for  their  fuperior  parts,  experience,  and  integrity, 
and  who  refolves  to  fupport  them  againft  all  oppofi- 
tion  raifed  by  the  cabals  of  the  court,  or  the  fadlions 
of  the  ft  ate.*’  Necker,  who  fucceeded  Turgot,  car¬ 
ried  the  reformation  farther  than  his  predeceffor,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  clamour  which  was  raifed  by  intereft- 
ed  men  :  a  man  of  an  elevated  foul,”  faid  he,  will 

not 
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notdefcend  to  enter  the  lifts  with  obfcure  writers” 
Such  were  the  efFedls  produced  from  thefe  labours,  that 
the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  kingdom  were  fpeedily 
brought  to’  exceed "  the  ordinary  expences  by 
10,200,000  livres*,  befides  three  quarters  of  a  mil¬ 
lion  fterling,  employed  in  reimburfements.  His  fu- 
perior  abilities,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
exercifed,  placed  him  on  a  level  with  the  Sullys  and 
Colberts,  to  whom  France  has  been  fomuch  indebted. 

In  oppofition,  however,  to  the  views  of  the  minifler, 
the  King  refolved  no  longer  to  remain  a  quiet  fpec- 
rator  of  the  impending  late  of  America.  It  was  in 
vain  the  minifter  reprefented,  that,  ‘^neither  con- 
quelts  nor  alliances  could  prove  fo  valuable,  as  what 
the  King  might  one  day  draw  from  his  own  power, 
the  improvements  in  hulbandry  and  in  the  national 
credit,  by  a  prudent  adminiftration  and  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  induftry,  thofe  being  the  only  things 
wanting  to  ftrengthen  a  kingdom,  where  the^re  are 
twenty  four  millions  of  inhabitants  and  coop  millions 
of  fpecie.l”  ^  To  wreft  from  Great  Britain  her  envied 
fuperiority  on  the  ocean,  was  the  flattering  obje6i: 
which  fediiced  the  French  King  from  his  pacific 
purfuits,  and  the  naval  force  which  he  had  collefted, 
encouraged  that  fond  expeCfation. 

When  theEritifli  miniftry  were  compelled  to  make 
head  againft  this  new  enemy,  it  became  neceffary  to 
fingle  out  fome  naval  commander  of  tried  valour  and 
long  experience^,  to  whom  they  could  en  trull  the 
fl^et  which  was  to  be  oppofed  to  that  of  France  in 
the  European  feas.  Thefe  qualities,  which  had 
gained  him  the  warm  efteern  of  all  ranks  in  the  navy,  . 
pointed  out  Admiral  Keppel  for  that  important  fer- 

*  455>oool.  fterling.  See  the  State  of  the  Finances  of  France 
the  beginning  of  the  Year  1769,  p.  33. 

t  9<^)00o,oool-  fterling. 
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vice.  He  was  one  of  the  oldelf  officers  in  the  navv 
and  had  feen  a  greater  variety  of  Tervice  than  anv 
other  man  in  it.  When  not  more  than  fourteen 
>ears  or  age,  he  accompanied  Commodore  Anfon 
m  his  voyage  round  the  world  ;  and  in  tlic  laft  war 
had  rendered  himfelf  confpicuous  for  his  gallantry 
and  fuccefs  in  Europe,  Africa  and  America.  A  no¬ 
ble  delcenr,  an  ample  fortune  and  perfonal  merit 
were  united  in  this  commander :  but  as  a  fenator 
le  had  declared  his  diflike  of  the  Amei'ican  war  and 
had  arraigned  thecondudf  of  the  Admiral ty-boa’rd  in 
not  lendeiing  the  naval  force  of  the  kingdom  more 
powerful  and  effedfual  to  av/e  its  enemies.  The 
exigence  of  the  times  required,  however  that 
minifters  fliould  feek  the  affiifance  of  thofe\vhom 
they  could  not  call  their  friends,  and  thekin<y  himfelf 
therefore  proffered  him  the  command.  The  Admiral 
declared  Ins  readinefs  to  ferve  his  king  and  country, 
but  difclaimed  all  acquaintance  wit.h  official  men^ 
and  as  he  received  his  command  immediately  from 
his  Majefty,  he  threw  himfelf  upon  Iris  Majefty’s 
gracious  fupport  and  protetdion. 

When  Keppel  arrived  at  Portfmouth  to  take 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  grand  fleet  he 
found  that  there  were  only  fix  fail  of  the ’line 
which  weie  iri  any  degree  of  condition  .for  imme¬ 
diate  fervice,  and  a  great  deficiency  iir  failors,  as 
well  as  in  all  kinds  of  naval  ftores.  His  applications 
to  the  Admiralty-board  caufed  uncommon  exertions 
to  be  made,  and  by  the  beginning  of  June  he  put  to 
lea,  with  a  fleet  confifting  of  twejity  fail  of  the  line, 
and  three  frigates.  He  foon  after  fell  in  with  two 
French  frigates,  which  he  captured,  although  the 

t  pations,  with  refpedt  to 
each  other,  was  neither  that  of  war  nor  peace.  By 

the  papers  found  on  board  thefe  prizes,  he  firft  learnt, 
that  thirty  two  fail  of  the  line,  and  ten  fris^atesi 

were 
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wave  then  lying  at  anchor  in  Breft  \vatcr,  preparing 

to  put  to  fea.  This  fuperionty  of  force  deteimmeci 
him  to  return  into  port  for  a  reinforcement  He 
mio-ht  certainly  have  kept  the  fea  without  any  danger 
of  being  compelled  to  fight  op  fuch  unequal  terms, 
and  to  fave  the  appearance  of  a  retreat  is  ever  to  be 
wiflied.  On  the  9th  of  July  the  Admiral  conunanded 
thirty  fliips  of  the  line,  with  winch  he  went  in  leardi 
of  the  French  fleet,  which  had  only  quitted  then 
harbour  the  day  before,  under  the  commapd  ot  t  le 
Count  d’Orvilliers.  In  the  afternoon  ot  the  23d  the 
two  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each  other.  1  he  Brenc  1 
had  the  wind,  fo  that  they  might  choofe  whetlia-  to 
fight  or- avoid  it.  The  line  of  battle  was  formed  by 
the  Britilh  fleet,  but  no  adion  took  place.  Ihe 
next  day  two  flrips  of  the  French  fleet,  the  one  ot 
80,  the  other  of  64  guns,  were  fo  feparated,  that 
their  Admiral  was  compelled  to  bear  down  and  en¬ 
gage  the  Engliflr  if  he  meant  to  rejoin  them  ;  but  fo 
reludtant  was  he  to  rifle  the  fate  of  a  battle,^  thpt  he 
rather  chofe  to  fuffer  that  diniinution  of  his  force, 
than  regain  it  upon  fuch  conditions.  Keppel  inferred 
from  this  apparent  backwardnefs,  that  the  enemy 
expedted  a  reinforcement,  he  therefore  redoubled 
his  efforts  to  bring  on  an  engagement ;  and  as 
failino-  in  a  regular  line  of  battle  would  have  retarded 
tlie  prpgrefs  of  his  fleet,  he  threw  out  fignals  for 
chafing.  The  two  fleets  were  employed,  the  one 
in  retreating,  and  the  other  in  purfuing  until  the 
27  th,  when  cl  fudden  fquall  intercepted  theiTi  frotTi 
-  ihe  fight  of  each  other.  The  weather,  lipwever, 
very  foon  cleared  up,  and  difeoyered  the  enemy 
drawn  up  in  line  qF  battle  ;  and  a$  the  French,  by  a 
fudden  fliift  of  the  wind,  had  tl]e  advantage  of  the 
weathergage,  they  bore  down  on  the  IxeadiTioft  fhips 
pf  the ‘Britifh  fleet,  and  difebarged  their  broadfides. 
The  two  fleets  failing  upon  different  tacks,  main- 

‘  tallied 
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other,  for  near  tv/o  hours,  and  the  adion  was  clofed 

betvveen  one  and  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

the  rT'! now  almoft  completed  fince 
.t  e  force  of  the  two  rival  nations  had  contended  on 

the  ocean  1  and  it  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  this  day’s 

adion  that  the  french  had  greatly  improved  durino- 

fhins  'md  f°lT  manner  of  working  their 

of  vvnich,  he  Britifo  fleet  fuftained  confiderable 

wiflw?  u  ^  ■’  behaved 

on  wonted  bravery,  and  did  great  execution 

n  the  enemy;  but  ftill  the  conteft  remained  to  be 
decided  by  a  clofe  and  general  action,  and  Keppe{ 
afterwards  declared,  that,  “  at  the  time  when  he 
woie  his  Ikip,  and  laid  her  head  towards  the  enemy 
he  tnought  \t  would  have  been  a  proud  day  for 
England.  Three  hours  were  employed  in  repairing- 
the  damage  which  the  fleer  had  fuftained,  and  fomt 
mips_m  the  rear  divifion  fell  fo  much  out  of  their 
courle  as  to  be  in  danger  of  being  cut  off.  D’Orvil- 
liers  faw  the  opportunity,  and  threw  out  a  fignal  to 
tne  Duke  de  Chartres,  who  commanded  the  French 
rear,  to  bear  down  ;  but  the  order  not  being  imme¬ 
diately  underftood,  the  Britifli  Admiral  had  time  to 
mterpofe  for  their  relief,  which  caufed  this  aftion 

to  be  the  laftfervice  in  which  the  Duke  was  concerned 
at  Tea.  .  '  '  ■ 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Blue 
who  commanded  the  rear  divifion,  had  formed  thd 
line  of  battle  by  three  o’clock,  and  in  the  pofitiort 
which  the  Britilh  fleet  then  kept,  his  fliips  compofed 
the  yan ;  Sir  Robert  Harland’s  divifion,  which  pro¬ 
perly  formed  the  van,  being  new  in  the  rear.  The 
Commander  in  Chief,  folicitous  to  renew  the 
b§bt,  threw  out  fignals  for  his  rear  and  van 
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to  take  their  proper  ftatioiis.  This  was  immedi¬ 
ately  performed  by  Sir  Robert  Harland’s  divlfion, 
but  the  Rear  Admiral  of  the  Blue  paid  mo  attention 
to'  the  fignat  which  h  was '  flying,  and  although 
Captain  Windfof,  in  the  Fox  frigate,  was  lent  with 
exprefs  orders  for  the  Vice  Admiral  to  bear  down 
into  his  Admiral’s  wake yet  no  effort  was. made 
for  that  purpofe  ;  in  confequence  ot  which  the  night 
came  on  before  the  Eritifh  fleet  was  formed. 

The  French  have  a  peculiar  . method  of  repeating 
fignals  at  night  by  means  of  rockets  and  explofions 
of  gunpowder,  thefe  were  difcernible  until' day  break, 
but  when  light  returned,  the  French  fleet  was  only 
vifible  from  the-  maft-head.  Keppel-did  not  think 
proper  to  purfue  them;  but  as  foon  as  every  fhip 
had  entirely  difappeared,  he  diredted  his  courfe 
liomewardj  in  order/to  repair  his  crippled  fhips,  and 
to  be  as  foon  as  poflible  in  a  condition'  to  meet  the 
enemy  again.  However  juftifiable  the  motives  for 
this  conduct:  might  be,,  it  furnilTned  the  enemy  with 
a  colourable  pretext  to  boaft  of  a  victory,  and  gave 
the  other  ftates  of  Europe  ad  unfavourable  idea  of 
Britifli  prowefs,  of  which  they  had  entertained  fo 
exalted  a  fentiment,  that  a  drawn  battle  between  two 
fleets  of  equal  force  was  confidered  as  highly  dif- 
graceful.  The  reafons  afligned  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief  for  this  conduvft  were,  that  a  ftrong  wind 
blew  diredtly  into  the  harbour  of  Ereit,  ‘under  favour 
of  which  the  French  fleet  was  able  to  enter  that  har¬ 
bour,  before  he  could  poflibly  have  come  up  with 
them,  and  the  ihattered  condition  of  many  of  the 
fhips  under  his  command  would  have  expofed  them 
to  imminent  hazard  from  a  lee-fhore.  This  indeci- 

It  was  declared  upon  the  trials,  by  a  variety  of  v/itnefTes, 
xhat  th.s  luelTage  was  delivered  at  five  o'clock,  wliiUt  iome  fpoke 
as  poiitively  to  its  being  received  at  feven  o’clock. 

five 
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five  adion  was  fought  in  lat.  48®.  38’.  Ullianr^ 
diftant,  twenty-feven  leagues  ealt  half-fouth.  ' 

When  the  tranfaftions  of  this  day  came  to  be  can- 
vaffed,  the  Commander  in  Chief  was  diftinguifhed  by 
the  particular  notice  of  thofe  minifterial  agents,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  is  to  hunt  down  charafter^  in  the  public 
prints.  They  placed  him  as  the  mark  at  which  their 
envenomed  ihafts  were  aimed.  The  moderation 
which  he  had  fhewn  in  fcreening  the  mifcondu^t  of 
the  officer  who  commanded  his  rear,  and  the  favour¬ 
able  manner  in  which  he  had  fpoken  of  that  officer’^ 
behaviour,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty*,  were  certainly  not  to  be  juftified  upon  the 
principle  of  ftridt  difcipline,  which  is  effential  to  the 
public  fervice.  This  facrifice  of  his  duty  he  had 
been  tempted  to  make  to  the  remembrance  of  a  long- 
fubfifling  friendfhip,  which  however  had  for  fome 
time  been  in  its  wane  f.  Had  Keppel  immediately, 
upon  his  orders  being  difobeyed,  put  the  delinquent 
under  an  arrett,  and  brought  the  whole  tranfaftion 
before  a  court-martial,  with  a  rigid  but  warrantable 
aufterity,  the  alarm  which  fuch  a  fpirited  conduft 
would  have  fpread  in  the  navy,  and  throughout 

'*  Keppel  commifTioned  Capt.  Faulkner,  whom  he  fent  with 
his  official  dlfpatches  from  Plymouth,  to  acquaint  the  marine  mi- 
nifter,  “  that  he  (the  Admiral)  had  more  to  fay  to  him  thap  he 
thought  proper  to  put  in  his  public  letter,  and  if  it  was  his  Lord-» 
iliip’s  plealure  to  afk  him  any  queftion,  he  was  ready  to  wait 
upon  him.’^  This  melTage  the  Captain  not  only  delivered,  but 
repeated,  and  it  was  both  times  received  v/ithout  any  apparent 
attention  being  paid  to  it,  and  no  anfwer  was  made. 

f  It  has  been  faid,  that  Admiral  Keppel  named  Admiral  Plgot 
for  the  third  in  command  of  the  grand^  fleet,  but  that  appoints 
ment  was  over-ruled.  Keppel  and  Pallifer  had  been  the  common 
friends  of  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  a  man  highly  meritorious  as  a 
naval  officer,  of  whofe  ample  fortune,  at  his  death,  they  each 
largely  partook. 
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the  nation,  would  not  have  been  fo  violent,  nor  its 
eonfeqiiences  lb  fatal  as  thofe  which  have  been  afta-- 
ally  experienced. 

Admiral  Keppel  failed  again  on  the  23d  of  Auguft, 
with  Sir  Robert'Harland  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  fecond 
and  third  in  command,  and  being  joined  fome  time 
after  by  three  line  of  battle  fliips,  his  force  then  coir 
fifted  of  thirty-one  fail  of  the  line;  The  French  fleet  left 
their  harbour  five  days  before,  but  fhaping  their 
courfe  to  the  fouth  weft  ward,  effeftually  avoided  a 
fecond  action  ^  hereby,  however,  the  trade  of  France 
was  left  defencelefs,  and  feveral  Weft  Indiamen 
bound  to  Nantes  and  Bourdeaux  were  captured,  alfo 
three  Eaft  Indiamen  were  made  prizes  to  two  private 
ihips  of  war  and  a  king’s  frigate;  whilft  our  own 
trade  arrived  from  every  quarter  of  the  world  fafe  and 
unannoyed.  '  ■ 

When  the  approach  of  winter  caufed  the  grand 
fleet  to  return  home  from  its  fecond  cruife,  the  Ad¬ 
miral  was  received  by  his  Sovereign  with  every  mark 
of  fatisfabtlon  and  regard,  whilft  the  firft  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  was  in  no  refpebl  backward  in  his  pro^ 
feflions  of  good-will  and  efteem.  At  length,  howe¬ 
ver,  the  never  ceafing  buzz  of  paragraph  writers  ex¬ 
cited  the  nation  to  difeontent.  The  people  always 
expeft  fome  decifive  confeqiiences  when  two  fleets 
or  two  armies  engage ;  and  although  that  expedtation 
is  continually  difappointed  by  the  event,  yet  its  im¬ 
patience  is  no  ways  abated.  Sir  George  Pocock,  dur¬ 
ing  the  laft  war,  thrice  fought  and  worfted  the  French 
fleet  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  without  a  Angle  fhip  being 
funk  or  captured  on  either  fide.  In  fhort,  no  general 
adtion  at  fea,  during  the  prefent  century,  when  the 
force  on  each  fide  has  been  nearly  equal,  has  proved 
decifive,  or  attended  with  any  of  thofe  circumftances 
y/hich  are  calculated  to  elevate  and  furprize. 

From 
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From  the  events  v/hich  turned  up  in  Europe  diirinr^ 
the  fummer  of  the  year  1778,  it  is  now  time  to  pais 
over  to  thofe  in  America.  The  commiflioners  ap¬ 
pointed  his  Majefty  to  carry  into  effedt  the  concili- 
atory  propofitions  offered  by  parliament,  were,  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  Mr.  Eden,  Governor  Johnftone,  and 
the  commanders  of  the  land  forces,  and  of  the  fleet 
in  America.  The  political  fentiments  of  tlie  firft 
commiflioner  were  well  known  by  his  conduct  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  where  he  had  declared  his  full  ap¬ 
probation  of  coercive  meafures  in  unqualified  terms, 
nor  could  any  other  conduct  have  been  expected  from 
the  Icn-indaw  of  the  Eail  Gower.  Mr.  Eden  was 
under  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Eail  of  Suffolk,  and 
on  that  account  polfeffed  no  prepoffefiing  qualities 
when  he  appeared  as  a  melfenger  of  peace  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  but  the  popularity  of  Governor  Johnftone  was 
to  make  ample  atonement  for  the  antipathy  which 
operated  againft  the  two  principal  agents  in  this  bufi- 
nefs.  Early  in  the  month  of  June  the  commiifioners 
arrived  at*  Philadelphia,  and  immediately  forwarded 
a  letter,  the  two  ads  of  parliament  under  which  they 
aded,  and  other  neceffary  credentials  to  Mr.  Laurens, 
the  Prefident  of  the  Congrefs.  They  prepofed,  in 
the  name  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
an  immediate  ceifation  of  hoftilitiesboth  by  laird  and 
fea.  That  the  moft  unreftrained  freedom  fhould  be 
given  to  the  American  trade:  that  no  military  force 
ihould  be  maintained  in  any  part  of  America,  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  a  General  Congrefs,  or  of  the  Pror 
vincial  Affemblies;  they  offered  to  concur  in  mea¬ 
fures  wlrich  might  tend  to  difeharge  the  debt  con  trad? 
ed  by  Congrefs,  and  which  might  in  the  mearr  time, 
raife  the  credit  and  value  of  the  p^per  circulation  : 
that  the  union  thus  reftored  fliould  be  perpetuated  by 
a  reciprocal  deputation  of  agents  from  the  refpedive 
^States,  who  fhould  have  the  privilege  of  a  feat  and 
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voice  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  or  if  fuch 
agents  were  fent  from  Britain,  that  they  fhould  have  a 
feat  and  voice  in  the  aflemblies  of  the  different  States  to 
which  they  might  be  refpectively  deputed.  The  con¬ 
ditions  offered  were  fo  ample,  that  they  feemed  to  re- 
ferve  nothing  more  to  the  Mother-country  than  the 
fhadow  of  authority  over  her  Colonies ;  to  put  an  end 
to  the  declared  and  avowed  independence  of  Ameri¬ 
ca^  but  to  legalize  to  that  country  an  aftual  inde¬ 
pendence  ^ . 

Two  caufes  operated  to  prevent  thefe  propofals 
proving  fuccefsful.  A  month  before  the  ComrniirK 
oners  arrived,  Mr.  Silas  Deane  had  reached  York- 
Townfrom  Paris,  with  a  ratification  of  the  two  trea’^ 
ties  between  the  Court  of  Verfailles  and  the  Thirteen 
United  States  of  xAmerica.  By  the  eighth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance,  neither  of  the  two  con- 
traeffing  parties  were  to  conclude  either  truce  or  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  unlefs  the^  formal  confent  of  the 
other  was  firfh  obtained,  and  they  mutually  engaged 
not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  the  independence  of 
the  united  States  (hould  have  been  formally  or  tacitly 
acknowledged.  However  inclined  the  members  of 
the  Congrefs,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  people, 
might  have  been  to  renounce  their  new  alliance  and 
return  to  their  old  conneefions  and  habits,  yet  inch  a 
ftrong  belief  was  entertained  of  the  infincerity  with 
which  the  propofals  from  Great  Britain  were  fraught, 
that  little  attention  was  paid  to  them.  They  were 
faid  to  be  dilated  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  feduc- 
ing  America  from  her  French  alliance  *,  that  when  1m* 
^  breach  of  faith  ffiould  have  left  her  unprotected  and 
defencelefs,  fhe  might  experience  the  full  meafure  of 

*  “  We  fent  out,”  faid  Mr  Burke,  a  folemn  emballV  aciols 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  lay  the  Crown,  the  Peerage,  the  Com- 
vnohs  ot  Great  Britain  at  the  feet  of  the  American  Congrels.” 
speech  nt  the  Guildhall^  in  firi/iol. 
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chaftifemcnr  vvliich  the  rankling,  though  concealed^ 
refentment  of  Great  Britain,  hiould  prompt  her  to 
mflidt.  The  Congrels,  therefore,  replied  to  thefe 
overtures  for  an  accommodation,  that  the  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  independence  of  thofe  States,  or  the  with¬ 
drawing  of  his  Majefty’s  fleets  and  armies  from  their 

coaff  and  country,  could  alone  pave  the  way  for  fuch 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  as  fhould  not  be  in- 
conuftent  with  other  treaties  which  already  fubfifted. 

It  b^en  found  that  the  Congrefs,  as  a  body,  were 
inflexible,  and  that  the  defedfion  of  any  one  Colony 
from  the  general  confederacy  was  highly  improbable  - 
recourfe  was  therefore  had  to  individuals,  and  offers' 
oI  large  fums  and  the  higheft  pofts  were  made  to  the 
leading  men  in  America,  to  prevail  on  them  to  inter¬ 
cede  in  behalf  ot  Great  Britain,  now  become  a  fup- 
pliant  to  her  Colonies.  It  is' probable,  that  this  was 
the  firft  inftance  in  which  this  country  had  attempted 
to  conciliate  the  Americans,  by  fpeaking  to  the  pri¬ 
vate  interefts  of  particular  perfons  *.  General  expref- 

fions 


.  gviciing  our  amirs  m  that  part 

the  world  (America)  with  the  izmc  prvtlence  as  in  this.  Benefits 
and  obligations  conlfitute  the  public,  as  well  as  miniiterial,  fta- 
iility  .  an  als  loaded  with  gold  has  iometinies  efledted  more  thaii' 
an  able  General  with  twenty  legions.  I  am  far  from  thinkine 
the  Americans  corrupt,  but  I  think  all  men  fenlible  of  good 
oinces.  Ii  you  define  to  reap  ihould  you  not  fow  ?  Of  the  nu-‘ 
merou.^  employments  and  finecurts  in  America,  created  chiefly 
toi  the  pUipole  of  obligation  and  dependence,  how  tew  are  the 
porrion  of  it.*;  inhabitants  p  borne  indeed  adl  as  deputies  to  the 
principals  here,  who  live  at  their  eafe,  without  the  lead  atten¬ 
tion  to  any  part  of  their  duty  but  the  falary.  The  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  a  Governor  is  rarely  taken,  and  when  the  people  find 
they  can  have  no  encouragement  or  reward  for  fupporting  go- 
vernment,  difappointment  or  refentment  foon  prompt  them  to  fee 
through  the  iiniiibfiantial  power  of  their  rulers,  fet  over  them 

fometinif  s- 


[  343  3 

Tions  of  grateful  acknowledgments,  for  any  fervlces 

which  might  be  rendered^  were  conveyed  to  Wafh- 
ington,  Laurens,  and  others.  The  offers  made  to 
General  Reed  were  more  fpecificj  viz.  io,oool.  and 
any  office  he  pleafed  in  the  Colonies.  The  General 
returned  for  anfwer,  i4e  was  not  worth  purchaffng, 
but  fuch  as  he  was,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was 
ndt  rich  enough  to  do  it.’*  In  all  thefe  tranfaclions 

Governor  Johnftone  was  agent. 

Every  one  who  was  any  way  tampered  With, 
difcovered  the  tranfaflion  to  Congrefs,  who  caufed 
^ach  circumftance  to  be  publifhed  and  circulated 
through  the  Provinces.  Although  the  alliance  with 
France  was  univerfally  difreliffied,  and  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  treaties  by  the  Provincial  Aflemblies  was 
■long  delayed,  in  the  northern  Provinces  for  upwards 
of  a  twelvemonth,  yet  the  Americans  did  not  feek  a 
mitigation  of  the  evil  in  a  return  to  Great  Britain. 

This  mortifying  rejeftion  of  a  moll  humiliating 
overture,  was  immediately  followed  by  a  ftep  which 
proclaimed  to  all  the  world,  that  neither  the  numerous 
armies  which  had  been  lent  to  Americaj  nor  the 
immenfe  fiims  which  had  been  expended  on  the  war, 
were  adequate  to  the  purpofe  which  they  were  de- 
figned  to  effedl,  and  ferved  only  to  render  the 
kingdorli  an  objeft  of  contempt  to  its  enemies,  and 
of  pity  to  its  friends.  After  large  l^ums  had  been 
laviihly  expended  in  conftrufting  works  for  thefecu- 

tityof  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  was  found  tobeanj 

♦ 

fomeiimes  iiiore  from  companion  than  true  difcernmeni,  and 
whofo  diflrcffes  have  been  made  an  apolOgv  for  want  of  educa¬ 
tion,  judgment,  or  abilities  to  govern.”  Thoughts  of  aTra- 

K'elUr  on  our  Afnericaii  Difpute,  publifhed  in  t774>  Ridley- 
Sir  William  crofled  the  Atlantic  to  make  the  tour  of  America  ; 
his  remarks  on  the  difpofition  of  the,  people  are  folid  and  impor¬ 
tant,  he  was  Very  capable  of  Imparting  ufeful  truths  to  thofe  in 

power,  had  they  been  difpofed  to  have  received  them. 
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iin  tenable  poft,  and  Mr  Eden,  vviio  was  entrnfie4 
with  thefecret  refolve  of  the  Brit iih  cabinet,  which 
had  been  concealed  from  Governor  Johnflone,  at 
length  produced  the  orders  from  the  American 
Secretary  to  Sir  H.  Clinton,  now  Commander  in 
Cliief,  for  evacuating  Philadelphia,  crofling  the 
Delaware,  and  marching  the  army  through  the 
Jerfeys  to  New  York.  It  the  Americans  had  halted 
between  two  opinions,  concerning  embracing  or  re- 
jedting  the  propofalsmade  them  by  theCommiflioners, 
every  latent  propenfity  in  favour  of  reconciliation  was 
extinguifhed  by  this  dcrelidion  of  territory,  of  friends, 
and  of  reputation.  From  this  period  the  American 
war  became  utterly  hopelefs. 

The  whole  army  pafiTed  the  Delaware  on  the  i8th 
of  June  1778.  The  only  road  by  which  the  bag- 
gage-  and  ftores  could  proceed  to  New  York  was 
natrow,  fo  that  the  waggons,  artillery,  and  camp 
equipage,  extended  twelve  miles  ;  notwithftanding 
which,  the  General  found  means  to  defend  the 
Vjhole,  from  all  attempts  made  by  Wafliington  and 
his  army.  A  large  body  of  Americans,  commanded 
by  General  Lee,  was  driven  back,  and  if  the  intenfe 
heat  of  the  day  *  had  not  put  a  flop  to  purfuit,  the 
Royal  army  would  have  obtained  a  very  decifive 
advantage;  but  being  thus  impeded,  the  aftion 
was  memorable  only  from  the  circumftance  of  fifty- 
nine  foldicrs  having  expired  through  excelTive  heat 
and  fatigue,  without  receiving  a  wound.  The 
American  accounts  rcprefent  tlie  fortune  of  the 
day  as  having  been  reverfed  by  the  mifcondud 
of  General  Lee,  and  aflert,  that  if  he  had  acfed 
with  fpirit,  a  very  capital  advantage  would  have 
been  gained  over  the  royal  army.  That  officer 
was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court-martial  on  fe- 


June  28. 


vcral 


/ 


I 

t  345  3 

veral  charges,  and  difmilled  the  fervice/  The  Mar¬ 
quis  de  la  Fayette  diftinguiflied  himielf  greatly  in  this 
action. 

The  judicious  manner  in  which  Sir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton  condudted  this  retreat  of  the  confederate  army, 
received  great  applaufe  :  it  is  perhaps  his  mott  di- 
ftinguiflied  atchievement.  His  Vvhole  force  did  not 
reach  Sandy  Hook  until  the  firft  of  July,  fo  that  a 
fortnight  elapfed  from  leaving  Philadelphia  to  the 
arrival  of  the  army  at  New  York.  If  fuch  were  the 
impediments  and  dangers  in  traverfing  this  country, 
with  an  enemy  hanging  on  their  rear,  it  is  obvious 
to  infer,  that  Sir  William  Howe  was  perfedly  right 
in  not  attempting  to  penetrate  by  that  route,  when 
Waihington  was  prepared  to  difpute  every  inch  of 
ground,  and  the,Britifh  general  mull  have  driven  the 
enemy  before  him  through  the  whole  progreis ;  a 
iituation  much  more  embaraffing  than  merely  to  re¬ 
pel  his  attacks. 

The  abandoqrnent  of  Philadelphia  was  rendered 
neceffary  by  the  approach  of  the  Count  d’Eftaing’s 
fleet  to  the  American  coafts.  Intereft  and  ambition 
will  frequently  lead  men  to  affume  the  femblance  of 
generofity ;  but  that  government,  which  was  then 
actually  exercifing  the  moft  unfeeling  feverity  onthe 
brave  Corficans,  becaufe  their  ftubborn  nature  could 
not  be  brought  to  yield  obedience  to  a  foreign  yoke, 
fhoLild  havedittle  credit  given  to  it,  on  the  fcore  of 
motive,  in  the  relief  which  it  now  fent  to  America. 
Tempells,  which  had  dilperfed  and  fhattered  Ad¬ 
miral  Byron’s  fleet,  had  only  retarded  that  of  d’E- 
Itaing,  fothat  he  arrived  in  full  force  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Delaware,  latter  end  of  June,  only  three 
days  after  Lord  Howe  had  failed  from  thence  for 
New  York.  The  Britifh  naval  force  was  fo  infe- 
.riorto  that  of  the  enemy,  that  the  confequences 
©f  his  arrival  but  a  few  days  fooner  might  have 
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been  very  fatal.  T.  he  Americans,  mafters  ofPhf- 
ladelphia,  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  army  on  its  march 
and  only  fix  iixty-tour  gun  lliips,  three  fifties,  and 
two  lorties,  to  make  head  againft  eleven  fliips  of 
the  line,  of  which  one  carried  ninety  guns,  another 
eighty,  hx  feventy-foiir,  and  three  fixty-four-,  be- 
fides  which,  there  were  a  fifty-gun  fiiip  and  three 
large  frigates  neither  fuperior  bravery  nor  Ikill, 
although  exercifed  in  their  fulleft  extent,  feemed 
capable  of  extricating  fuch  a  fleet  from  fuch  a  fitu- 
atlon.  1  he  French  Admiral,  thus  difappointed  of 
meeting  the  enemy  in  the  fpot  moft  favourable  to 
his  defigns,  fought  him  ia  his  more  defenfible  poft, 
-Old  Howe,  who  poffefied  every  qualification  of  a 
■fi  commander  in  a  very  eminent  degree,  made 
'!e^  of  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time,  in  protec- 
Ills  iiiips  in  the  harbour.  The  ardour,  acflivity,^ 
it  I  j  undaunted  firmnels  difcovercd  by  all  ranks  on 
this  trying  occafion,  prefaged  a  favourable  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  conflict. 


a  y’Eitaing  appeared  on  the  iith  of  July,  and  im¬ 
mediately  nrade  the  neceffary  difpofuion  for  an  at¬ 
tack,  but  the  danger  to  which  his  large  fhips  would 
have  been  expofed  in  naifing  a  bar  which  obftrufts 
the  approacn  to  New  York,  abated  his  impetuofity ; 
he  therefore  continued  ten  days  before  Sandy-Hook 
without  attempting  any  thing  againft  the  Briiifti  fleet, 
and  then  directed  his  courfe  towards  Rhode-Ifland, 
for  the  reduftion  of  which,  a  plan  had  been  con¬ 
certed  with^Congrefs.  General  Sullivan,  at  the  head 
of  ten  thoufand  Americans,  being  to  pafs  over  from 
the  Continent  and  attack  the  town  of  Newport  and 
the  Britifh  lines,  whilft  the  French  fleet  aftailed  them 
on  the  oppofite  fide.  i 

Lord  Flowe,  foon  after  the  departure  of  the 
French  fleet,  was  joined  by  three  fhips,  one  of 
which  carried  feventyToiir  guns,  the  other  fixty- 
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four,  and  the  third  fifty.  He  was  now  fuperior  to 
the  enemy  in  number  of  fhips,  but  much  inferior 
in  weight  of  metal  and  adtual  force.  He  was  nto 
however  deterred  by  ihefe  difadvantages  fianv.  fail¬ 
ing  out  v/ith  a  defigU  to  try  the  fortune  of  a  battle. 
On  the  loth  of  Auguft,  1778,  the  Frencli  fleet  hav¬ 
ing  quitted  its  ftation  before  Newport,  appeared 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  but  the  wind  being 
then  in  their  favour,  Howe  endeavoured  to  gain 
that  important  advantage  by  fkilful  tackings,  not 
choofing'to  rifk  the  fate  of  his  country  againft  fuch 
increafed  odds  ;  but  in  this  he  was  baffled  by  the 
counter  movements  of  the  enemy.  The  whole  of 
the  next  day  was  fpent  in  thefe  fruitleis  efforts,  fo 
painful  to.  a  man  of  ardent  bravery,  when  in  the 
immediate  profpedt  of  encountering  the  foe.  The 
Admiral,  defpairing  of  bettering  his  fituation,  about 
four  o’clock  in  the  evening,  threw*  out  a  fignal  for 
the  fhips  to  clofe  to  the  centre,  and  form  in  line  of 
battle  a-head,  and  in  that  pofition  he  waited  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  who  was  between  two  and 
three  mules  diftant. 

The  Britifh  Admiral,  in  conducling  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  fleet  under  his  command,  adopted  a 
mode  of  condudt. altogether  unknown  to  former  na¬ 
val  commanders,  and  which  indeed  none  but  thofe 
of  acknowledged  bravery  could  adopt,  without  in¬ 
curring  imputations  oh  their  charadter  :  he  removed 
from  the  Eagle  to  the  Apollo  frigate,  that  he  might 
be  better  fituated  for  diredfing  the  fubfequent  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  fquadron.  A  fea  fight  of  a  very  (in- 
gular  kind  was  now  about  to  be  entered  upon,  in 
which  the  weight  of  metal  was  to  be  oppofed  to  the 
dextrous  working  of  fmaller  fhips,  more  numerous, 
and  poffefling  all  the  advantages  of  Britijh  feaman- 
fhip.  The  brilliancy  of  Lord  Howe’s  courage  had 
appeared  on  many  trying  occafions  ;  it  was  gene¬ 
rally  acknowledged,  that  in  the  naval  line  he  had 
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not  a  fupeiior  :  a  moll  rare  opportuaity  now  pre- 
mnted  itielf  for  the  difplay  of  his  profelfional  IkilL 
Hitherto,  during  the  American  war,  the  naval  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  had  no  opportunity  of  eminently 
diltinguifhing  himfelf ;  this  was  the  precife  p6int  of 
time  for  doing  it ;  but  whilll  the  battle  was  thus  put 
in  an  ay,  a  llrong  gale  of  wind  arofe,  which  in  a  fhort 
time  increafed  to  a  violent  tempeft  that  continued 
for  near  forty-eight  hours.  This  entirely  changed 
the  nature  of  the  conflidl,  and  both  fleets  had  to  con¬ 
tend  with  the  enraged  elements,  inftead  of  each 
other.  The  ftorm  toon  difperted  the  (hips  of  both 
fquadrons,  and  threatened  them  with  deftrudlion. 
The  Apollo,  with  the  Admiral  on  board,  fprung  her 
main-maft,  and  loft  her  fore-maft  ;  he  therefore  went 
on  board  the  Pheenix  as  foon  as  the  weather  became 
more  moderate ;  that  frigate  he  foon  after  quitted 
for  the  Centurion  ;  but  on  feeing  ten  fail  of  the 
French  fquadron  at  anchor,  about  twTnty-five 
leagues  eaftward  of  Cape  May,  his  Lordfhip  left 
the  Centurion  in  a  proper  ftation  to  watch  their 
motions,  and  to  direct  any  Eritifh  fhips  that  might 
arrive,  and,  again  going  on  board  the  Phoenix, 
reached  Sandy-hook  on  the  evening  of  the  i7tb, 
that  place  being  the  rendezvous  appointed  in  cafe  of 
a  reparation 

This  ftorm  proved  much  more  fatal  to  the  French 
fhips  than  to  the  Engiifh.  Their  Admiral’s  own 
ftiip,  the  Languedoc,  of  ninety  guns,  loft  her  mafts, 
and  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken  by  a  fifty-gun 
Ihip,  commanded  by  Capt.  DawTon,  wfiofe  fuperior 
courage  and  dexterity  fupplied  the  place  of  force  ; 
but  in  the  moment  when  he  was  about  To  feize  his 
glorious  i^rey,  fix  French  fhips  of  force  appeared, 
and  averted  the  otherw  ife  inevitable  fate  of  their  Ad¬ 
miral.  The  Engiifh  acquired  great  honour  in  every 

*  Hervex’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p*  5^5* 

adion 


[  349  ] 

action  which  they  maintained  ;  Commodore  PIo- 
iham,  in  another  fifty-gun  fhip,  fell  in  with  the 
Tonnant  of  eighty  guns,  v/hich  the  ftorm  had  alio 
difmafted.  This  fnip  would  have  fallen  a  prey  to 
theEnglifh,  if  it  had  not  been  refcued  by  the  com¬ 
ing  up  of  the  French  fleet.  Capt.  Raynor,  in  the 
Ifis,  another  fifty-gun  fhip,  fought  a  French  feventy- 
fcur  gun  fhip  for  an  hour  and  half,  within  piftol- 
fhot,  both  fliips  had  fuffered  nothing  by  the  tem- 
pefi,  yet  Capt.  Raynor  not  only  defended  himfelf, 
but  at  length  compelled  his  antagonift  to  put  before 
the  wind. 

The  Englifh  had  now  gained  a  fiiperiority  over 
their  enemies  on  the  American  coaft,  by  another 
lixty-four  gun  (hip,  one  of  Byron’s  fquadron,  hav¬ 
ing  arrived.  D’Eftaing  colle^led  his  feattered  fleet 
ofFRhode-Ifland,  and  whilft  he  remained  in  that 
bay,  he  became  expofed  to  fimilar  dangers,  asthofe 
which  the  Britifli  Admiral  had  fo  lately  efcaped  in 
the  Delaware  •,  he  too  was  faved  by  the  fame  means, 
for  I.ord  Flowe  did  not  appear  until  his  enfeebled 
enemy  had  reached  the  port  of  Bofton  The  ar¬ 
rival  of  Admiral  Byron  fome  time  after,  caufed  the 
command  in  chief  to  devolve  on  him,  and  Lord 
H  owe  returned  home. 

It  was  little  lefs  mortifying  to  France  than  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  fee  that  formidable  fleet,  which  had  fix 
thoufand  land  forces  on  board,  inftead  of  eflfedling 
the  great  things  which  had  been  expefted  from  it, 
enter  the  port  of  its  new  ally,  a  diftreffed  fugitive. 
Theft  difappointments  which  had  happened,  not- 
withftanding  the  force  under  Byron  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  taking  any  part  in  the  naval 
campaign,  by  a  tempeft  which  difperfed  and  fhat- 
tered  his  (hips,  caufed  mutual  diflatisfadion,  and 
heightened  that  natural  ill-will  which  fubfifted  be- 
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tween  the  people  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay  and  the 
french,  parncularly  among  the  lower  ranks,  fo  as 
to  produce  affrays  and  fkirmifhes  between  the  tovvnf- 
men  and  the  failors,  which  the  magiilrates  and  offi¬ 
cers,  with  all  their  exertions,  were  hardly  able  to 
Lipprels.  Sullivan  being  now  abandoned  by  the 
fleet,  retreated  from  Rhode-lfland,  which  Sir  Henry 
C-unton  in  perfon,  with  four  thoufand  men,  had 
proceeded  by  fea  to  relieve. 

The  operations  of  the  army  atNew-York,  durincr 
the  campaign  of  1778,  were  carried  on  by  detach” 
ments.  Major  General  Grey  deftroyed  in  Plymouth 
county,  eigln  laige  v^eiTels,  and  feventy  floops  and 
c  locmers  of  inferior  fize,  with  all  the  magazines 
and  ftores  in  thofe  parts;  and  from  a  fmall  but 
fertile  ifland  called  Martha’s,  or  Martin’s  Vineyard, 
^rned  off  the  amazing  quantity  of  ten  thoufand 
Iheepand  three  hundred  oxen  for  the  fupply  of  the 
army  at  New-York,  a  contribution  which  he  had 
.exaded  from  the  inhabitants.  The  fame  officer 
ioon  after  flirprized  a  regiment  of  American  light 
horle  ca  led  Baylor’s  regiment,  at  New  Tapan, 
near  the  North  River,  almoft  the  whole  of  which 
was  put  to  tlte  (word.  An  expedition  to  Egg- 
harbour  on  the  Jerfey-coaft  proved  likewife  fucceif- 
ful,  in  deltroying  forne  privateers,  and  furprifing 
Three  troops  of  light  infantry  in  the  night,  moft  of 
whom  were  flain. 

r  inftances  of  mercilefs  rancour  in  BritifJi 

loldiers,  were  however  greatly  outdone  by  the  fa-  ' 
in  their  incurficns  into  the  Back  Settlements 
in  which  expeditions  they  were  guided  by  the 
American  refugees,  who  had  taken  fhelter  amon^. 
them,  and  whofe  refentments  againft  their  country¬ 
men  difpofed  them  to  join  in  a^ny  deliberate  acts  of 
Gruelry.  The  infant  fettlement  of  Wyoming,  which 
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had  been  peopled  by  tlie  over-flowdngs  of  popula 
tron  m  Connediout,  was  doomed  to  become  a  diead- 
ful  example  of  ihe  exterminating  fpint  which  may 
feize  human  breafts.  The  hue  river  Siuquebanna 
ran  through  this  diftried,  which,  though  it  dated  its 
firft  eilablilhment  fubfequent  to  llie  cciicluhon  ot 
the  late  war,  poffefled  Inch  uncommon  advantages 
in  foil  and  climate,  that  it  became  extrerirely  popu¬ 
lous-,  whilft  the  produdVions  of  the  earth  incieated 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  A. 
thoufand  men  from  this  country  ferved  in  the  AiriC- 
rican  armv,  fo  that  the  fettlement  was  left  in  a  very, 
weak  ftate  of  defence  •„  which  being  reported  to  Col. 
Butler,  who  had  been  employed  as  an  agent  among 
the  northern. lavages,  and  who  had  fomenm.es  ec 

as  their  leader,  he  immediately  led  a  body  of  about 

fifteen  hundred  men,  partly  Indians,  and  the  relC 
difo^uifed  like  fuch,  againft  this  hitherto  happy  re¬ 
gion,  which  was  prolerfhed  from  attacks  by  tour 
forts.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  voluntarily  fiurendered, 
being  occupied  by  thole  who  are  called  T  ories  ;  the 
fecond  was  taken  by  florm,  _and  the  men  who  were^ 
found  in  it  were  murdered,  with  many  aggravations  or 
malicious  cruelly,  but  the  women  and  children  were 
fpared.  Under  pretence  of  holding  a  parley, 
drew  the  principal  officer,  with  a  great  part  of  Ins 
force,  from  the  third  foit,  into  an  ambufeade,  where 
they  were  cut  to  pieces,  only  the  cornjnandei  and 
about  feventyof  h’s  men  cTcaping.  The  invader 
then  invelleti  the  fort,  thus  rendered  incapable  ot 
any  eftedual  defence,  and  to  appal  the  fpirits  of  the 
miferable  wretches  within  it,  he  fent  them  two 
hundred  gory  fcalps  of  their  murdered  relations  and 
comrades.  When  the  befieged  begged  to  know 
what  terms  he  would  grant  them  on  turrendering, 
he  replied,  “  the  hatcYiet.”  Defpair  caufed  the 
place  to  be  defended  a  Ihort  time  longer,  but  it  was 
at  length  furreadered  at  diferetion.  The  cunquerorr 
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Refugees,  efcaped  ;  but  tlieir  houfes,  and  every 
thing  which  they  potfeired,  were  deftroyed  and  kid 
vvafte. 

A  Colonel  Clerke,  about  the  fame  time,  proceed¬ 
ed  from  Virginia  into  the  country  of  the  Illinois, 
a  nation  of  Indians  dwelling  near  the  Upper  MilliHip- 
pi,  among  whom  the  French  are  fettled  in  great 
numbers.  His  principal  objeft  was  to  feize  the 
French  Governor,  M.  de  Rocheblave,  who  had 
been  very  adive  in  ftirring  up  the  Indians  to  attack 
the  back  iettlements,  and  who  had  paid  them  a 
price  for  fcalps.  Although  twelve  hundred  miles 
were  to  be  pafled  in  order  to  arrive  at  Kalkafkias, 
the  place  of  his  refidence,'  yet  the  purpofe  was  fully 
accomplifhed.  The  place  was  completely  furpriz- 
ed,  the  Governor  was  feized  upon,  and  fent  pri- 
foner  to  Virginia  :  ail  his  papers  were  likewife  fe- 
cured.  In  this  expedition  the  Indians  were  ev^ery 
where  flain  without  mercy,  but  the  French  inhabi¬ 
tants  obtained  lecurity  in  their  lives  and  property^ 
by  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  States. 

Whilft  thefe  horrid  fcenes  were  tranfafting  in  the 
Back  fettlements,  the  Sieur  Gerrard  arrived  at  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  inverted  with  a  public  charader  from  the 
court  of  France  to  the  American  States.  The  Con- 
grefs  having  now  returned  to  their  original  place  of 
affcmbly,  received  this  Minifter  in  due  form,  in  that 
very  city  from  whence  the  Brilifli  Commiffioners 
had  been  compelled  to  withdraw  a  few  weeks  be¬ 
fore.  ^  Fhefe  Commiffioners,  now  defpairing  of 
rendering  any  fervice  to  their  country  by  their  ern- 
baffy,  i lined  a  long  maniferto  from  New- York 
addreffed  to  the  people  at  large  of  the  Thirteen  Co¬ 
lonies  ;  in  which  they^  reprefented  the  condud  of 
^  C^rigtefs,  as  deftrudive  of  the  true  interefts  of 
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America :  they  charged  that  body  with  having  af- 
fumed  powers  which  their  conftituents  had  not  de¬ 
legated  to  them,  and  with  deluding  and  deceiving 
the  people.  They  then  pronounced  their  farevvel  to 
America,  by  fiying,  “  that  the  country  having 
prcfefled  the  unnatural  defign  not  only  of  ellrang- 
ing  herfelf  from  Great-Britain,  but  of  mortgaging 
herfelf  and  her  refources  to  France,  the  queftion  is, 
how  far  Great-Britain  may,  by  every  means  in  her 
power,  deitroy  or  render  ufelefs,  a  connedVion 
contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for  the  aggrafidifement 
of  France.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  laws  of 
felf-prefervation  muft  diredd  her  conduct,  and  if 
the  Biitifh  Colonies  are  to  become  an  acceflion  to 
France,  thofe  laws  will  diredt  her  to  render  that 
accefiion  of  as  little  avail  as  poflible  to  her  enemy.” 

One  of  the  firft  confequences  of  hoftilities  being 
commenced  by  the  French  on  the  coaft  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  was,  the  difpolTeffing  them  of  their  fiflieries 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  which  the  peace  of 
Paris  had  granted  to  them,  rather  as  a  matter  of 
favour,  to  be  held  at  the  good  pleafure  of  Great- 
Britain,  than  as  a  tenure  to  be  maintained  by  force 
of  arms.  Admiral  Montague,  therefore,  who  at 
this  time  commanded  on  the  Newfoundland  ftation, 
fent  Commodore  Evans  with  a  fufficient  force,  to 
feize  upon  the  fmall  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Mi¬ 
quelon.  The  Governor  and  inhabitants,  amount¬ 
ing,  with  garrifon  and  feamen,  to  near  two  thou- 
fand  men,  capituIatecU,  and  were  conveyed  to 
F-rance,  upon  which  the  iilands  were  reduced  to  their- 
former  ftate  of  defolation. 

As  foon  as  an  approaching  war  with  France  was 
rumoured  in  England,  a  committee  of  the  Weft  In¬ 
dia  merchants  waited  upon  Lord  North,  to  re- 
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prefent  the  defencelcfs  Hate  of  th.e  Wcfl  India 
lllands,  and  to  folicit  that  a  proper  force  might  he 
fent  out  for  their  defence.  The  minifier  expreiied 
his  concern,  that  -  the  pofture  of  piibiic  affairs  was 
fuch,  as  rendered  it  impoiTible  for  government  to 
ftrengthen  thofe  poffelfions  with  'any  additional 
troops,  and  recommended  to  the  merchants,  that 
they  fhould  provide  a  fufficient  fecurity  by  their 
own  exertions.  The  defenceiefs  Hate  of  Dominica 
could  not  be  concealed  from  the  French  ;  whilft  ihe 
fituation  of  that  ifland  between  Martinicoand  Gna- 
daloupe,  caufed  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  Governor 
general  of  the  former,  to  endeavour  to  re-annex 
this  fpot  to  the  crowil  of  France.  As  foon,  there¬ 
fore,  as  he  received  the  document  from  his  court, 
which  was  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  he  proceeded  thither  with  20po  troops, 
and  as  fewer  than  loo  regulars  defended  the  works, 
a  capitulation  followed  of  courfc  Governor  Stuart, 
who  commanded,  obtained  fuch  favourable  terms 
for  the  inhabitants,  that  the  event  was  to  them  little 
more  than  a  change  of  fovereigns.  The  French 
foldiers  and  volunteers  w^ere  gratified  by  receiving 
a  confiderable  fum  in  ready  money  in  lieu  of  pil¬ 
lage,  wvhich  prev^ented  the  fmalleft  diforder  being 
committed.  Notwithftanding  the  want  of  a  gar- 
rifon  rendered  the  ifland  defenceiefs,  yet  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty-four  cannon,  and  two  brafs  mortars 
were  found  there,  together  with  a  very  aiPiple  fup- 
ply  of  warlike  ftores,  which,  though  they  did  not 
at  all  ferve  to  fecure  the  place  from  a  foreign  at- 
tack,  greatly  enlianced  the  value  of  its  conqueft. 
T.  he  Marquis,  eff'eftiially  to  fecure  what  he  had  fo 
eafily  gained,  left  a  garrifon  of  fifteen  hundred 
men  on  the  ifland,  The  lofs  of  this  little  fpot  prov¬ 
ed  of  vaft  difadvantage  to  cur  naval  operations  in 
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the  Weft  Indies,  and  when  the  circumftances  of  it 
are  confidered,  Dominica  may  be  faid  to  have 
been  conquered  in  America.  The  enormous  fum 
or  7o>oool.  fterling  had  been  expended  on  its  har¬ 
bour  and  fortificatioris :  a  fum  little  Ihort  of  that 
■which  had  been  received  from  government  by  the 
iale  of  lands  in  all  the  ceded  iflands  ! 

The  interefts  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
were  however  attended  to  as  early  and  efficacioufly 
as  poflible.  The  chairman  of  tne  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany  having  communicated  with  the  miniftry  on 
the  pofture  of  affairs  with  refpea  to  Great  Britain 
and  France,  was  authoriled  to  fend  advice 
over-land  to  the  prefidency  at  Madrafs,  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  rupture  between  the  two  kingdoms.  The 
officer  who  was  entrufted  with  this  bufmefs,  re¬ 
ceived  inftrudfions  not  to  pafs  through,  or  even  to 
touch  upon  the  kingdom  of  France,  left  fufpicions 
Ihould  be  excited  concerning  the  purport  of  his 
difpatches  :  he  therefore  proceeded  through  Ger¬ 
many,  and  reached  Madrafs  with  fuch  celerity, 
that  tlie  Company’s  forces  were  forming  for  the 
purpofe  of  laying  liege  to  the  French  fettlement  of 
Pondicherry,  at  the  very  time  that  the  fleets  of  the 
two  nations  were  fighting  off  Ulhant. 

Early  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  Major  General 
Monroe,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  had  approached 
within  four  miles  of  the  place,  whilft  Sir  Edward 
Vernon,  who  commanded  the  fleet  on  that  ftation, 
blocked  it  up  by  Tea.  His  whole  force  confifted  of 
a  6o  gun  fltip,  two  'frigates,  the  one  of  28,  the 
other  of  20  guns,  a  floop,  and  an  Indiaman  on  her 
voyage  to  Europe.  Thefe  hoftije  attacks  were  the 
firft  notices  which  the  hrench  received  of  any  breach 
between  tlie  two  fovereigns.  M.  de  Tronjolly, 
tlie  French  naval  commander,  foon  after  appeared 
w'ith  a  luperior  force,  having  a  fhip  of  64  guns, 

two 
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two  frigates,  one  of  36,  the  other  of  32  guns,  and 
two  Indiamen  armed  for  war.  An  adlion  immedi¬ 
ately  took  place,  which  was«maintained  with  warmth 
for  two  hours,  when  Tronjolly  retired  into  Pondi¬ 
cherry  ;  but  failing  out  feme  days  after.  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Vernon,  ^who  then  lay  off  the  harbour,  pre¬ 
pared ’for  another  engagement.  This  the  French 
chofe  to  avoid,  even  at  the  inevitable  lofs  of  all 
their  valuable  'pofTeflions  on  the ‘Coromandel  coall  : 
their  fquadron  retreated  in  the  night,  and  proceed¬ 
ing  to  the  Mauritius,  appeared  no  more  in  thofe 
parts.  TheTrigateof  32  guns,  named  the  Sartine, 
was  taken. 

On  the  1 8th  of  -September  the  batteries  were 
opened  before  the  town.  M.  de  Bellecombe,  who 
commanded,  made  a  gallant  defence,  and  the  Tiege 
was  continued  very  brilkly  until  the  i  6th  of -Octo¬ 
ber,  when  a  general  alTault  was  intended  to  ‘have 
taken  place  the  next 'day;  but  the  Governor  offer¬ 
ing  to  capitulate,  prevented  the  daughter  and  de¬ 
predations  which  are  confequent  upon  that  lafl  ex¬ 
tremity  of  civilized ’war.  Honourable  terms 'were 
granted,  and  this  important  conqueft  was  made 
with  little  lofs.  The  fortifications  have  fince  been 
demoliflied>by  orders  from  home.  The  pofTeffions 
which  the ‘French  held  on  the '' Ganges,  fubmitted 
without  any  ftruggle,  fo  that  France  (as  might  have 
been  expedled)  loft  her  pofTeffions  in  the  Eaft  to  be¬ 
come  patronefs  of  the  Weft.  The  -ambition  of 
princes  is  generally  doomed  to  mourn  over  Ioffes. 

The^King’s  fpeech  on  opening  the  feffion  *,  was 
totally  filent  with  regard  to  the  American  war, 
and  the  whole  of  the  parliamentary  bufinefs,  during 
the  feffion,  which  refpedled  America,  *  (the  voting  of 
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Aippiies  for  conliauing  the  war  alone  excepted)  was 
brought  on  by  the  members  in  oppofition.  They 
lepiobated  the  threat  which  had  been  denounced 
againft  America,  by  the  Commiflioners,  previous 
to  their  departure  from  that  continent,  in  very  fe- 
vere  terms  ;  and  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a  proteft 
•was  enteiea  againft  it,  iigned  by  no  lefs  than  thirty- 
one  Peers 

I  be  attention  of  parliament  now  began  to  be 
engaged  by  an  altercation  which  had  rifen  to  a 


connderable  height,  between  the  Admirals  Keppel 
and  Pahiter,  on  the  conduct  of  the  latter  on  the 
27th  of  July.  It  has  already  been  remarked^  with 
what  fuccelhful  afliduity  Admiral  Keppel  had  been 
traduced  in  the  public  prints  ;  at  length  thofe 
news-papers,  which .  ferved  as  vehicles  for  anti-^ 
minifterial  doLtrines  could  no  longer  forbear  aTing 
in-  their  vocation,  and  accordingly  took  up  the 
other  fide  of  the  queflion,  fo  that  the  condudl  of 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  brouglit  under  difeuflion, 
with  no  mere  delicacy  than  had  been  fhewn  to  his 
fuperior  officer.  During  this  reciprocation  of  flan- 
der,  an  anonymous  letter  vva_s  inferted,  which  was 
neither  fcurrilous  nor  mifleading  ;  it  ftated  the 
tranfaClions  of  that  day  fairly,  and  drew  juft  and 
obvious  condufions,  which  indeed  conveyed  an 
implied  cenfure  on  the  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Blue. 
Sir  Plugh  Pallifer  applied  to  Admiral  Keppel,  re¬ 
quiring  him  to  con  trad  i(ft  the  fadts  advanced  in  that 
paper.  The  Admiral  declared  his  total  ignorance  of 
it  or  its  author  ;  but  that  he  could  not  confider  him- 
felf  as  under  any  obligation  to  confute  an  anonymous 
writer;  he  had  not  thought  it  worth  his  while  to 
take  notice  of  any  among  the  numerous  attacks 
uhich  had  been  made  upon  himfelf.  In  a  few  days 
after.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  publilhed  in  the  news-papers 
his  ftate  of  faefts,  which  bore  hard  on  the  condudt 
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of  his  fuperior  officer,  and  to  this  piece  he  figned 
his  name. 

This  procedure  caufed  the  matter  to  be  agitated 
in  the  Honfe  of  Commons,  and  a  member  moved 
to  addrefs  his  Majefty  for  an  order  to  bring  Sir 
'Hugh  PaHifer  to  his  trial,  which  was  then  over¬ 
ruled,  but  notrejeded.  Before  thispropofition  was 
refumed,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  preferred  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  five  articles  of  accufation,  or  fpecific 
charges  againft  Admiral  Keppel,  for  his  condud  on 
the  27th  of  July,  and  demanded  a  Court-martial 
to  be  held  .on  that  officer.  The  Admfialty- board 
were  far  from  hefitating  to  comply  with  a  requifi- 
tion  which  affeded  the  life  of  the  moft  refpedable 
Commander  then  in  the  fervice,  and  who,  during 
forty  years,  had  acquired  the  refped,  efteem,  and 
love  of  the  navy  :  without  adverting  to  fufpicious  ap¬ 
pearance  which  this  condud  bore,  of  being  didlated 
by  perfonal  refentment,  from  the  length  of  time 
which  had  elapfed  between'  the  tranfadion  on  which  . 
it  was  ftated,  and  the  charges  produced  ;  without 
being  v/ithheid  by  the  confideration  of  the  vaff:  inj  ury 
which  fuch  a  ftep  mufi;  inevitably  produce  to  the 
public  fervice,  not  only  by  encouraging  a  captious 
humour  tov/ards  fuperior  officers,  but  by  introducing 
divifions  and  animofities  into  the  navy,  at  a  time 
when  the  falvation  of  the  nation  depended  upon  'the 
united  exertions  of  that  body  of  men  ;  and  finally^ 
without  regarding  the  ad  of  indelicacy,  in  giving 
countenance  to  a  member  of  their  own  board,  in 
his  attack  upon  one,  in  every  refped  whatever 
his  fuperior,  whilll;  the  accufer  might  be  fuppofed 
to  have  taken  this  ftep  for  the  purpofe  of  flereening 
himfelf  •,  uninfluenced  by  any,  or  all  of  thofe  mo¬ 
tives,  they  fuffered  an  ill-founded  plea  of  official 
duty  to  varnifh  over  their  prompt  alacrity,  and  im¬ 
mediately  fent  a  copy  of  the  charges  to  the  accufed 
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Admiral,  accompanied  w^ith  a  notice  for  him  -to  pre¬ 
pare  for  his  fpeedy  trial.  Such  a  condudd  fpread  drf- 
guft  through  theaiavy,-  and  no  lefs>lhaii  twelve  Ad¬ 
mirals,  *  at  the  head  of  -whom  appeared  the  refpec- 
table  name  of  Lord  -Hawke,  figned  a  memorial, 
which -was  prefented  to  >his  Majefty,  in  w'hich  they 
founded  their  (Complaint  againft  the  conduft  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  upon  the  grounds  above  fiated. 

A  coutt-martial  was  accordingly  appointed  to  be 
held  on  board  the  Britannia,  iniPortfmquth^harbour  ; 
but  in  confequence  of  the  Admiral’s  ill.ftate  of  health, 
an  aft  of  parliament  was  palled  empowering  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  to  order  it  ‘to  be  ‘held  on  fhore ; 
from:tbe  ^fhip  it  was  -therefore  adjourned 'to  the  Go- 
.vernor’s  lioiife  at  ^ortfmouth,  and‘beganon  the  §th. 
-of  January,  1779.  On  the  i-ith  of  February,  which 
was  the  thirty-iecond  day -of  trial,  dhe  court  -having 
heard  the  evidence  and  the -prilbner’s  defence,  were 
of  opinion,  that  the-charge  was-malicious  and  ill- 
founded  •,  J -it  having  appeared,  -that  the  Admiral  fo^ 
far  from  having'by  mifcondudt  and  rtegledt  of  duty, 
on  the  days ‘therein  alluded  to,  loft  an  opportunity 
•of  rendering  effential  fervice  to‘the  ftate,  arid  thereby 
tarnifned  the  luftre  of  the  'Britifh  navy,  behaved  as 
became  a  judicious, ‘‘brave  and  experienced  officer. 
The^court  therrfore  unanimoufly  -and 'honourably 
acquitted  'the  faid  Admiffil  Auguftus  rKeppej,  of 
'the  feveral  articles  contained  -in  the  charge  a- 
gainftdiim.”  Sir  Thomas  ^Pye, -the -prefident  on 
-delivering  to  Admiral  -Keppel  his  fword,  ad- 
drelfed  him  in  the  ^following -words  :  Admiral 

Keppel  l  it  is  mo  fmall  pleafure  Tor  me  to  receive 
the  commands  of » the  court  L  have  the  honour  to  pre- 

Hawke,  Moor^,  Bolton,  Graves,  Bigot, rHarland,  Briftof 
Yeung,  Barton,  Geary,  Shuldham,  and  Gay  ton. 

f  In  affixing  this  mark  of'flrong  and  fevere  condemnation 
in  the  body  of-  the  fentence,  on  the  cpnduTof-the.accufer,  the 
.court-martial  confidered  themfelves  as  a  court  of  military  ho¬ 
nour,  as  well  as  of  critical  jurIfdi<^ion.  Annual  Regijlcr, 
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fide  at,  that  in  delivering  you  your  fword,  I  am  to 
congratulate  you  on  its  being  reftored  to  you  with 
fo  much  honour ;  hoping  ere  long  you  will  be  called 
forth  by  your  Sovereign  to  draw  it  once  more  in  de¬ 
fence  of  your  country.” 

Immediately  upon  the  acquittal  of  Admiral  Kep- 
pel,  ,both  Houfes  of  Parliament  voted  him  their 
thanks  |for  his  gallant  condutt  on  the  27th  of  July, 
The  vote  of  thanks  was  carried  without  a  diffenting 
voice  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  was  oppof^d  by 
only  one  member  *  in  the  Houfe* of  Commons. — — 
Soon  after,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  refigned  his  feat  at  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  gave  up  his  polls  of  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  of  the  Marines,  and  Governor  of  Scar¬ 
borough  Caftle,  and  vacating  his  feat  in  Parliament 
kept  nothing  but  his  rank  of  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Blue,  which  he  was  faid  to  hold  as  a  qualification  for 
his  trial  by  a  court-martial.  '  Befides  the  honours  and 
authority  annexed  to  thefe  dhVmdtions,  he  gave  up 
an  income  of  4000I.  per  annum. 

Many  circumliances  were  Hated  in  evidence  on 
the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppei,  which  tended  to  cri¬ 
minate  his  accLifer,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  there¬ 
fore  iffued  orders  for  a  court-martial  to^be  held  on 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  which  began  to  fit  on  board  the 
Sandwich,  in  Portfmouth  harbour,  on  the  12th  of 
April  t.  The  trial  continued  until  the  5th  day  of 

B  b  May, 

♦  Mr.,  Strutt,  member  for  Malden. 

^  # 

•f-  According  to  the  eftablilhed.  mode  of  fele6ling  officers  for 
courts -martial,  the  Hon.  Keith  Stuart,  who  commanded  the 
Berwick,  in  Sir  Robert  Harland’s  divifion,  on  the  27th  of 
Tuly,  beino^  then  at  Portfmouth,  would  have  been  a  member 
of^his  court,,  had  he  not  been  Summoned  as  a  witnefs  on  the 
trial,  but  being  thereby  difquaiihed,  a  nephew  of  the  Admi¬ 
ral  to  be  tried,  took  his  place.  Capt.  Stuart  was  not  examined 
on  the  trial.  Lord  Longford,  of  the  America,  whofe  ftation 
was.near  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  on  the  day  ofa(5l:iou,  was  fent  out 
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May,  when  all  the  witiieffes  having  been  examinej 
and  Sir  Hugh  Pal’iirer  having  made  his  defence,,  the 
court  proceeded  to  deliver  their  opinion,  vvhieh  was 
“  That  the  behaviour  of  the  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Blue  on  the  27th  and  28th  days  of  July,  was,  in 
many  indances,  highly  meritorious  and  exernplary  j 
but  that  he  was  blameable  for  not  making  the  dif- 
trefled  fituation  of  his  fhip  known  to  the  Admiral 
either  by  the  Fox  or  otherwrfe.  Yet  as  he  wascen- 
furable  in_  no  other  part  of  his  condud,  the  court 
are  of  opinion,  he  ought,  notwithftanding  that,  to 
be  accjuitted,  and  he  is  acquitted  accordingly.”-:— 
Vice-Admiral  Darby,  the  prefident,  then  delivered 
Sjr  Hugh  Pallifer  his  fw-ord,  with  this  (hort  addrefs. 

Sir,  I  am  directed  by  the  court  to  return  you  your 
fword.”  Sir  Hugh  being'  prefent  the  next  levee  day 
at-  St.  James  s,  was  prelented  to  his  Majefly,  and 
gracioufly  received  *.  About  the  fame  time  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Hadand  ftruck  his  flag  at  Portfmouth,  and  re- 
figned  his  command. 

Itjs  now  neceffiry  to  return  to  the  proceedings  in 
Parliament,  and  the  attempts  made  to  afford  relief 
to  Ireland,  corac  next  to  be  fpoken  of.  Earl  Nu¬ 
gent  defcribed  the  great  dirtreffes  of  that  kingdom, 
the  manufadturers  as  ftiffering  every  fpecies  of  hu¬ 
man  mifery,  and  if  not  fpeedily  relieved,  he  fore¬ 
told  that  they  would  infallibly  migrate,  and  carry 

upon  a  criilfe.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  three  captains  of 
the  blue  divifion,  who  were  involved  in  the  AdmiraFs  guilt, 
fat  in  judgment  upon  him. 

*  As  the  Admiral  had  now  been  acquitted  by  a  court-mar¬ 
tial,  in  foine  meafure  to  compenfate  for  the  facrifices  which 
he  had  made  of  pods  and  emoluments,  on  the  death  of  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  the  next  year,  he  was  appointed  his  fnccefror 
•as  Governor  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  and  fome  time  after,  is 
faid  to  have  been  fixed  upon  to  command  a  fleet  defliried  to 
the  Eaft-Indies,  but  the  Lord  Chauccllor  refufed  to  affix  the 
-great  feal  to  the  commiffion. 
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their  -ureful  arts  along  with  them.  The  fubjecl  was 
frequently  introduced.  His  lordfhip  afferted,  that 
the  revenue  of  Ireland  was  then  fo  diminilhed,  that 
it  yielded  little  more  than  the  expences  of  its  civil 
eftablilhmeiit,  and  he  appealed  to  the  minifter  for 
the  truth  of  his  affertion.  Lord  Beauchamp  informed 
the  Houfe,  that  the  Irifl:  expeded  a  free  exporta¬ 
tion,  except  in  the  article  of  woollens.  When  thefe 
.applications  proved  of  no  avail,  Mr.  Burke  fpokeot 
11,000  men  inarms,  all  difciplined  troops,  which 
the  conftitution  knew  nothing  of;  a  new  kind  of 
national  defence,  which  he  feared  would  prove  too 
powerful  for  adminiftration  to  control.  The  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham  and  Lord  Shelburne,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  laboured  the  fame  point,  but  with¬ 
out  effeft.  At  length,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fef- 
fion,  Lord  Gower  entered  into  a  kind  of  engage¬ 
ment,  for  himfelf  and  his  colleagues  in  the  miniftry^ 
that  a  proper  plan  for  the  affairs  of  Ireland  fhould 
be  prepared  and  digefted  by  the  miniftry,  during 
the  fum.mer  recefs,  and  in  readinefs  to  lay  before 
parliament  at  the  opening  of  the  next  feflion,  by* 
which  procraftination,  the  wound  which  at  that 
time  might  have  been  healed,  was  fuffered  to  be¬ 
come  gangrenous. 

The  condudf  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty^ 
underwent  a  very  fevere  reprehenfion,  for  having 
fent  out  Admiral  Keppel  with  only  20  fhips,  when 
he  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known,  that  the  French 
fleet  confifted  of  32.  The  vaft  fums  voted  for  the 
various  fervices  of  the  navy,  during  the  years  that 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich  had  prefided  over  that  de¬ 
partment,  were  fhevvn  to  exceed,  in  a  moft  afto-, 
nifhing  degree,  the  provifion  made  by  parliament  for 
that  fervice,  in  any  equal  number  of  years,  or  even 
during  the  laft  war.  The  Rate  of  our  navy  was  de¬ 
clared  to  have  been  fuperior  at  the  breaking  out  of 
that  war,;  to  what  it  then  was,  and  the  caufe  of  this 
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alarming  decline  of  ftrength  was  attributed  to  the  ne¬ 
gligence  and  mheonduft  of  the  naval  minifler. 

The  pleas  urged  by  the  noble  Earl  in  his  defence 
were:  "lhat  the  French  fleet  was  not  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  fail  out  ot  Erefl,  and  aftually  continued  in 
that  harbour 'until  the  day  after  Admiral  Keppel 
iailed  a  fecond  time  out  of  the  channel  The  ne- 
gledled  Hate  in  which  the  navy  lay  when  Lord  Hawke 
quitted  the  Admiralty  Board,  was  pleaded  as  the 
principal  caufe,  which  furniflied  ground  for  the  pre- 
lent  complaint,  although  the  comparative  view  which 
was  taken  of  the  navy  in  the  years  1755  and  1778, 
was  objected  to  as  deluflve.  A  fire  at  Fortfmouth, 
which  had  confumed  large  quantities  of  ftorcs,  and 
a  combination  of  the  workmen,  which  had  impeded 
the  building  and  repairing  of  fhips,  were  reprefented 
as  events  which  muft  inevitably  embarrafs  the  ma¬ 
rine  minifter  in  his  attempts  to  provide  a  formidable 
navy.  Butthefe  difficulties,  he  faid,  had  been  fur- 
mounted  :  the  arfenals  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom 
were  at  that  time  io  plentifully  furniihed  with  timber 
and  naval  ftores  of  all  kinds,  lb  many  fhips  were  ac¬ 
tually  ready  for  fea  ;  fo  many  more  were  preparing 
with  vafl:  expedition,  and  would  foon  be  finifhed  ; 
fothat  in  a  very  Ihort  time,  fuch  a  naval  force  would 
be  got  together,  as  would  ftnke  terror  into  our  ene¬ 
mies. — Parliamentary  enquiries  into  the  conduct  of 
minifters  have  long  fince  become  mere  matters  of 
form.*  The  groflefl  neglects  or  millakes  may  be 
glofled  over  by  plaufibiiitv,  and  the  beft  founded 
charges  evaded  by  round  alfertions.  Such,  however, 
was  not  the  (late  of  government  in  tins  country,  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  which  Queen  Anne  waged  .with  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  ;  each  Houfe  of  Parliament  then  inftitut- 

*  In  one  of  the  (late  papers  iiTued  by  the  court  ot  VciTail- 
Iss,  the  reafon  afligned  why  the  French  fleet  did  not  tail 
fooner,  is,  that  the  ^ourt  of  Spain  had  juft  then  become  a 
mediator,  to  adjuft  the  differ'enep  between  the  two  nations. 
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cd  very  clofe  and  effedual  enquiries  into  the  ma- 
jiagernent  oi  naval  affairs,  even  v/hen  the  Queen  s 

contort  was  Lord  High  Admiral.  *  ... 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  an  enquiry  into  ttie 
condud  of  tlie  American  war  was  entered  upon.— 
Many  witnefles  were  examined  at  the  bar,  and  tome 
in  their  olace  as  members.  The  evidence  of  niany 
tended  fully  to  juftify  the  condud  of  Sir  William 
Howe,  that  of  others  tended  to'  charge  hmi  vvith  a 
general  want  of  vigilance,  and  brought  particular^  in- 
itances  of  hiscondud  as  proofs  of  his  having  neg.ee 

^  In  the  year  1704,  wo  committees  of  enquiry  were  ap 
pointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  one  of  which  was  to  inlpe(5l 
the  books  at  the  Admiralty  Oihee,  in  order  to  gain,  exaa  in¬ 
formation  cf  the  coiidua;  the  Board  had  puriued,  and  the 
other  to  enquire  into  what  was  done  at  fea.  By  their  means 
much •mifmanagement  was  detected,  the  whole  of  which  was 
reported  to  the  Houfe  :  in  confequence  ot  which,  addrels 
was  prefented  to  the  Queen,  which  covertly  redeaed  on  the 
■  Prince  her  confort.  Her  Majefiy,  however,  wiiely  conceakd 
her  diflike,  and  in  her  anfwer  aifured  the  Houle, ^  that  ihe 
would  take  the  fubftance  of  their  addrefs  into  her  fenoiis  coiH^ 
fidcration,  and  give  iucb  directions  as  Ihould  appear  rjioft  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  public  fervice.  Dr.  Campocll  calls  this  addiefs, 
which  was  prefented  on  the  5th  of  February,  4704-5,^  one  ot 
the  moft  valuable  hate-papers  extant,  as  it  is  a  noble  mltance 
of  the  true  fpiritof  an  Englllli  parliament.  It  fhews,’  fays  ^ 
he,  how  enquiries  may,  and  ought  to  be  conducted,  ancL 
how  agreeable  it  is  to  the  nature  of  our  conftltution  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  crown,  and  exhibit  to  the  people,  true  repreientations 
of  the  hate  of  public  affairs,  that  men  .  may  _  fee  how  the 
money-  goes,  which  is  faid  to  be  railed  for  their  fervice,  and 
not  look  upon  government  as  a  bad  fteward,  that  receives  and 
pays  without  account.  This  I  w^ill  be  bold  to  fay,  v/as  the 
reafon  that  this  war  (tor  the  Spanilh  fuccehlon)  was  caiiied  on 
fo  much  cheaper  than  9ur  naval  armaments  have  been  ever 
fince  ;  for  when  enquiries  are  frequent,  frauds  feldom  hap¬ 
pen  ;  hut  when  thefe  are  either  difeouraged,  niade  only  for 
form,  or  ufed  to  ferve  the  little  purpofes  of  parties,  who,  un¬ 
der  colour  of  difeovering  the  faults  of  a  miniller,  mean  no 
more  than  to  become  minillers  themfelves,  things  muft  go  from 
bad  to  worfe,  and  a  fpirit  of  plundering  infinuate  itfelf  thro’ 
all  public  offices^'  Livss  of  th^  ^dinirnh^  1J.I,  407.  Note. 
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advantages.  By 

-jft  clafs  ot  witneffes  he  was  charged  with  in^ 

.Utention  towards  conciliating  the  minds  of  the  A- 

tK  eflentia!  witneffes  in  favour  of 

e  Cornmander  in  Chief,  were,  Lieut.  General  Earl 
Cornwallis  and  Major-General  Grey ;  men  who  had 
borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  fervice  durincr  the 
whole  war.  Thofe  of  moft  weight  on  the  contrary 

nnr’  General  Robertfon,  Lieutenant-Gover¬ 
nor  of  New-York,  and  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq-  the 

P°^  which  he  held%ad 
obtained  but  few  opportunities  of  being  witnefs  of  the 
iftant  operations  of  the  army,  and  the  latter,  who 
was  a  native  of  America,  had  been  bred  a  lawyer 
and  was  a  member  of  the  firft  Congrefs,  but  after¬ 
wards  becoming  arecufant,  he  attached  himfelf  to. 

_  e  Rojal  catifc.  On  his  examination,  he  appeared 
to  know  much  more  concerning  General  Howe,  and 
the  bufinefs  as  well  as  duties  of  a  Commander,  than 

The  war  had  been  peculiarly  unfortunate,  and  it 
was  an  univerfally  received  corollary,  that  the  con- 
dua  either  of  the  Minifter  or  of  the  Commander 
muft  hav-e  been  highly  criminal  ;  hence  every  means 
vvereufed  to  criminate  the  one  in  order  to  exculpate 
he  other.  We  generally  attribute  all  events  W'he- 
ther  prolperous  or  adverfe,  to  the  arrangements  of 
.  men  rather  than  to  the  naturp  of  things,  whoi'e  influ- 
^ce  is,  however,  much  greater,  though  lefs  vifible’ 
Ihe  nunailiating  events  of  the  American  war  may 
perhaps  be  owing  neither  to  any  wilful  or  flagrant 
milcrmdudt  in  the  Generals  employed,  nor  in  the 
Minifter  prefidmg,  but  to  the  impradicability  of  the. 
attempt  arifing  from  the  want  of  a  fufficient  force; 
could  an  Alva  or  a  Parma  fubdue  the  Flemings  al¬ 
though  the  two  greateft  Generals  of  that  age,  when 

the 
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the  military  charafter  of  Spain  was  at  Us  height?, 
Although  the  firtl  annexed  the  kingdom  ot  I  ortu- 
<Tal  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  he  only  impoverinied  his 
country,  and  degraded  himfelf  in  the  Low  Coim^^ 
tries.  In  deciding  upon  the  coadud  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  great  difplays  of  talents  or  zeal,  at  home 
or  abroad,  are  out  of  the  queftion;  no  ennobling 
merit  can  be  claimed  by  any  one,  nothing  more 
can  be  pleaded  than  not  to  have  been  intentionally. 

'' mVe  enquiries  had  been  fet  on  foot  by  Sir  Wil^ 
liam  Howe  and  Lord  Howe,  after  which  General 
Burgoyne  made  his  appeal  to  the  Houfe.  Being 
conjidered  in  the  light  of  a  prifoner  to  the  American 
State's,  he  was  denied  admittance  to  his  Sovereign, 
and  his  requeft  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-martial  was 
alio  refufed  ^  he  therefore  threw  himfelf  upon  the 
juftice,  and  claimed  the  protedion  of  the  Houle  ot 
Commons,  as  the  only  means  in  his  power  of  clear¬ 
ing  his  charader  to  his  profelTion  and  to  his  country, 
by  procuring  a  parliamentary  enquiry.  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  late  Governor  of  Quebec,  was  examined, 
and  many  of  the  otiicefs  who  had  ferved  on  that  un-^ 
fortunate  expedition,  the  evidence  of  every  one  ot 
whom  tended  to  place  the  merit  and  lufferings  of 
the  General  in  a  very  llrong  light.  No  endeavour?, 
were  iifed  by  the  miniftry  to  weaken  the  force  of 
this  body  of  evidence  ;  and  all  the  reports-which  had 
been  generally  circulated  and  believed  refpeding  the 
tenerafs  condiid  in  particular  fpecifted  inftances, 
in  which  it  appeared  to  have  been  injudicious,  and 
contrary  to  the  opinions  of  the  bell  officers  ferving 
under  him,  more  efpecially  his  pafling  the  army 
Jdudfon’s  River,  were  found  to  be  altogether  ground- 
lefs  and  falfe. 

The  Miniftry,  probably  apprehenfive  of  the  con- 

fequenccs  which  might  eufue  from  fuch  a  full  and 

uncori‘». 
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the  General,  caufedre- 
gated  notices  to  be  lent  him  from  the  stcrcar,  at 

m.  n  to  lU'  "■“  '''-Majeflys  pleafnre  he  SuS 
return  to  his  army  at  Bodon  ».  Findint^  all  his  en- 

fieTrew  tm  e’"'  exile, 1neffea"l, 

le  threw  up  e^ery  appointment  which  he  held  under 

II  ecrown,  and  thereby  became  no  longer  fubjea  to 
orders  from  that  quarter.  ‘^ujcci  lo 

lenSf  'p'"'  continued  to  an  unufual 

II  r  nielfage  to  each  Houfe  was 

MinS  Pf  I'  W'tich  was  accompanied  by  a 
lanifcrto  from  the  court  of  Spain,  delivered  by  the 

P  Spa^ift  Ambaifador, 

who  had  .hwcwitn  received  letters  of  recaL  In  this 

implied  declaratior  of  war,  the  court  of  Madrid  com¬ 
plained  in  aj’ery  general  and  vague  manner,  of  a 
variety  of  attm-us  and  injaries  4ich  had  been  re- 
ceivca  bom  Great  Britain.  Theld  were  dated  to 
amount  to  ^  one  hundred  in  number;  befides 
w  nc,.  ,  the  Manifeftc  f[>oke  in  a  haughty  and  angry 
tone  of  the  Bnuni  Miniflry  having'applied  to  The 
CGbit  of  Spam  to  become  a  mediator  in  the  difpule 
between  trance  and  Great  Britain,  which  having 
been  accepted,  the  negotiation  was  protraded  and 

*  Thefe  orders  occafioned  hioi  to  addrefs  a  letter  of  rc- 
monftranco  to  the  Secretary,  In  which  he  ikid,  “  I  am  depriv¬ 
ed  ot  a  Court-inartia!  upon  my  condua  in  America,  bciaufe 
I  am  not  fiippofed  to  be  amenable  to  thejiifticc  of  the  kimr- 
dom  ;  and  the  Kmg  is  told,  I  have  difobeyed  his  orders,  in 
the  \  ei  y  fame  breath  m  that  J  .am  ftated  not  to  be  accounta- 
b  e  to  him.  By  this  doclrme  it  feeins  fuppofed,  that  1  am  not 
capaole  of  receiving  orders  for  the  piirpufe  of  public  jiiftice  or 
public  fervice,  but  am  petfeaiy  fubjea  to  all  fuch  'as  have  a 
tendency  to  my  own  ddlruaiou.”-Lord  Peterftam,  the  nre'-  ' 
ftnt  Earl  of  Harrington,  furrendered  at  Saratoga  aloiw  with 
Gen.  Burgoyne  ;  that  nobleman,  inftoadof  being  ordered  back 
to  America,  railed  a  compaiiy,  and,  went  with  it  to  Jamaica. 

t  June  17,,  1779. 

•  '''  flighted 
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flighted  by  theBritifli  Miniftiy,  who  ihewed  no  fm- 
cere  defire  of  profiting  by  the  mediation  which  they 
had  fought. 

A  general  conftcrnation  feized  the  nation  upon  the 
appearance  of  another  enemy,  although  the  itate  of 
politics  in  Europe  at  that  time,  feemed  obvioufly 
to  point  it  out.  Neither  friend  nor  ally  prefented 
irfelf  in  this  feafon  of  our  extremity  ;  the  crifis  was 
awful  and  alarming;  the  Britifh  empire  feemed  to 
fhake  to  its  foundations,  yet  the  nation  felt  no  de- 
fponding  panic,  but  feemed  ready  to  meet  its  fate 
with  a  fixed  firmnefs.  During  the  firft  emotion,  a 
bill  was  framed  for.doubling  the  militia,  which  how¬ 
ever  did  not  pafs  into  a  law,  but  the  powers  vefted 
in  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  imprefs  feamen,  were 
enlarged,  and  the  claim  of  protections,  in  many  in- 
itances,  were  rendered  invalid. 

The  neceflily  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war  in 
America,  was  now  reiterated  with  redoubled  force, 
but  ftill’the  attachment  to  that  ruinous  and  hopelefs 
conleft  was  unalterable ;  neither  the  exjaediency  of 
ftriving  to  reduce  the  growing  power  of  France  and 
Spain,  which  called  for  the  full  exertion  of  our  own, 
nor  a  regard  to  the  infiinClive  principle  of  felf-pre- 
fervation,  could  be  fuffered  to  operate  whillt  Ame¬ 
rica  remained  unfubdued. 

The  fupplies  for  the  year  1779  had  been  ftated 
by  the  Minifier  in  this  feffion  rather  earlier  than 
ufual  ;  the  budget  having  been  opened  on  the.  24lh 
of  February,  fo  that  iio  provifion  was  made  for 
raifing  a  force  to  withftand  the  attacks  from  Spain. 
The  fervices  of  the  year  were  then  eftimated  to 
require  i5D29j654l*.  The  land-tax  and  duties 

*  N  A  V  Y. 

70,000  feamen,  including  1 7,389  marines,  ordinary, 

building  and  repairing  Ibips  4>589,o69 

,  [N.  13.  Nothing  was  voted  for  Greenwich  HofpitaL] 

upon 
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iijxin  niait  furni^ed  their  wonted  proportions.  Seven 
millions  were  raifed  by  annuities,  and  a  Lottery,  con- 
hlUng  of  forty-nine  thoufand  tickets,  was  diftributed 

among 


ARMY. 


effcaive  men,  including  every  expence, 
Provisions  for  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Sco-  ' 
tia,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and  Africa 
Foreign  troops  Serving  in  America,  with  the  fub- 
fidies,  provisions  and  aKtillery,  amounting  to 
ab-out  22,000  men  -  -  . 

Hanoverians  Serving  at  Glbralt^ir  and  Minorca 
Augmentations  to  the  forces  of  1 779 
Extr^ordinaries  of  the  land-fervice 
Ordnance  -  -  -  - 

Chelfea  Hofpital  r 

Militia  in  England,  and  Fencibic  men  in  Scot¬ 
land  ;  cloathing  for  ditto,  and  additional  cob- 
panics  -  -  -  .  „ 


1,085,926 

1,103,118 

\ 

654,674 

56,075 

259,715 

2,026,137 

917,364 

103,127 


724>304 


MISCELL  AN  EOUS  SERVICES. 


To  the  Levant  Company  -  -  5,000 

New  Roads,  &c.  in  Scotland  -  -  6,995 

Augmentation  of  Salaries  to  Judges  -  4,100 

Sums  ilTued  in  purfuance  of  AddrelSes  from 

the  Houfe  of  Commons  -  -  32,968 

Maintaining  and  employing  Convids  on  the 

Thames  ^  -  ~  -  13,586 

For  the  Relief  of  Loyal  American  Refu¬ 
gees  ^  -  -  -  60,^27 

Surveys  in  North  America  -  2,041 

For  discovering  a  Method  of  dying  Scarlet 

and  Crimfon  on  Linen  and  Cotton  5,000 

Civil  Ehabruhments  in  the  Ifland  of  St. 

John’s,  (Georgia,  E  and  W.  Florida  20,796 

Fcrt^  and  Settlements  in  Africa  -  13,000 


Laft  Year’s  Votes  of  Credit  discharged 
p^'^hequer  Bills  discharged 
Prizes  b  Lottery,  1778,  pab  ojf 


164,013 
1,000,000 
2,000,000 
490, oop 
Deficiencieijli 
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;3mo!ig  tlie  {liblciibcrs,  in  the  proportion  of  feven 
tickets  for  every  thoufand  pounds  fubfcribed,  at  lol. 
each  ticket.  Lord  North  laid,  he  wanted  to  have 
raifed  eight  millions,  but  could  procure  no  more 
than  feven.  The  whole  amount  of  the  money  raif¬ 
ed  by  the  Lottery  was’  to  be  diftributed  in  prizes. 
The  finking  fund  furnifhed  2,071,854!^.  Exche¬ 
quer  bills,  to  the  amount  of  3,400,000!.  were  voted, 
and  other  lefs  confiderable  articles  of  revenue  com¬ 
pleted  the  Ways  and  Means. ,  The  number  of  Tea¬ 
men  was  augmented  to  feventy  thoufand,  and  the 
land  forces  to  thirty  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
forty-lix.  A  vote  of  credit  for  a  million  was  after¬ 
wards  palfed.  No  part  of  the  Navy  debt  wasdif- 
charged  this  year.  The  terms  on  which  the  loan 
was  filled,  were,  befides  the  douceur  of  Lottery 
tickets,  three  percent,  per  annum,  and  an  annuit}*' 
of  5I.  15s.  per  annum  for  the  term  of  twenty-nine  ' 
years,  for  every  lool.  The  annual  intereft  payable 
on  the  money  borrrowed,  amounted  to  472,500!.* 
to  raife  which,  an  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent, 
was  laid  on  the  full  produce  of  the  Excife  ;  beer,  ale, 
foap,  candles,  and  hides  excepted  ;  (which  was  efti- 
rnated  at  282,109!.^  a  tax  on  poft-Horfes  of  one 
penny  per  mile  (164,250!.)  :  an  additional  duty  of 
five  per  cent  on  cambricks,  (36,000). 

No  more  than  fifteen  days  elapfed  between  the 
delivery  of  the  Spanifh  Manifefto  and  a  Spanifh  ar¬ 
my  blockading  Gibraltar.  The  attention  of  Go- . 

»  I 

Deficiencies  in  Land,  250,000].  Malt,  2oo,,oooI. 

Fu^in  1758,  40,5401.  Ditto  in  1778,  98,891]. 

In  Grants  for  1778,  66,744].  "  -  -  656,175 

[Note.  Tile  enumerated  Articles  of  Expence  exceed  the  given 
Total,  byi  One  Hundred  Thoufand -Pounds. J 

The  produce. of  the  finking  fund,  at  the  quarter  ending 
5th  of  January,  I  779,  was  not  fpeclficd  as  ufual,  becaufe  the 
large  Appropriation  of  that  fund  the  preceding  year  had  con- 
fumed  mprethan  the  whole. 

yernment 


r  572  ] 

vcinmcnt  had  been  however  efleftiially  cmj)loyed 
to  put  tliat  important  pofleffion  into  a  lliong  flate 
of  defence.  A  numerous  garrifon  defended  the 
works,  and  an  ample  liipply  of  ammunition  and 
necciTaries  were  depofited  in  the  magazines  ;  but 
we  flrall  forbear  to  (peak  of  the  military  tranfaeftions 
in  Europe  during  the. year  1779?  tmtil  the  events 
which  turned  up  in  the  weftern  hemifphere  are  related. 

Whilft  Admiral  Byron’s  fleet  blocked' up  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Boilon,  D’Eftaing  dared  not  put  to  fea,  but 
a  florm  haying  driven  the  former  from  his  Itation 
in  the  beginning  of  November,  1779,  the  latter 
took  the  opporuinity  to  .make  his  efcape,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Welt-Indies.  Towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  fame  month  a  body  of  troops,  confifliog'of 
Highlanders,  Hellians,  and  Provincials,  were  coni- 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Col.^  Campbell,  embarked 
in  tranfporls  at  New  York,  and  being  accompanied 
by  a  fquadron  under  Commodore  Hyde  Parker, 
proceeded  to  Savannah  in  Georgia,  whilfl  Major 
General  Prevoft,'  who  commanded  in  Eall-Florida, 
was  diredfed  to  co-operate  in  thedefign  of  reducing 
that  province,  by  entering  it  from  St.  Auguftine, 
with  all  the  force  which  he  could  draw  together.  Co¬ 
lonel  Campbell,  as  has  been  related,  v/as  made 
priloncr  at  Boflon,  foon  after  the  Brilifli  army  left 
the  town.  He  had  endured  a  ionpr  and  ri2:orou5 
captivity,  but  he  now  compenfated  for  his  inaTion, 
by  totally  defeating,  immediately  upon  his  landing, 
tlie  American  force  which  w^as  colleded  for  the 
defence  of  the  Province,  and  commanded  by  a  Ma¬ 
jor  General  Robert  Plowe.  He  became  mailer  of 
the  town  of  Savannah,  as  the  firil  fruits  of  this 
viftory,  which  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  condudl  not. 
very  prevalent  in  this  civil  war,  for  no  violences 
were  committed  on  the  inhabitants,  neither  did 
any  vindidlivo  flaughter  of  the  vanquifhed  troops 

{lain 
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ftain  the  glories  of  the  day.  Had  Colonel  Camp¬ 
bell  been  aftuated  by  perfonal  refenlment  for  the 
injuries  he  had  fufFered,  he  might  have  converted 
himfeir  into  the  inftrUment  for  executing  the  vale¬ 
dictory  threat  oP  the  GommillionerS)  but  he  alToci- 
ated  humanity  with  his  courage  and  conduct.  The 
Province  was  ftihdued  fo  foon  after  this  decilive 
broke,  that  General  Prevoft  had  only  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  reducing  the  town  of  Sunbury.  The  chief 
command  now  devolved  on  that  officer,  and  he  was 
not  backward  to  follow  up  thefe  fignal  fuccelTes’^* 
General  Lincoln  had  arrived  at  South-Carolina  with 
an  army  for  the  proteftion  of  that  Province,  and^ 
ported  himfelf  on  its  fouthern  frontier.  A  detach¬ 
ment  from  this  army,  coniifting  of  two  thoufand  men, 
was,  by  an  effort  of  fuperior  generalihip,  fo  com¬ 
pletely  furprifed,  as  to  lofe  one  fourth  of  their  num¬ 
bers  in  killed  or  made  prifoners,  whilft  thofe  who 
"efcaped,  abandoned  their  arms,  which,  together 
with  the  ammunition,  baggage,  cannon  and  provi- 
fion,  became  the  fpoil  of  the  conqueror  f.  Some 
time  after,  Lincoln  having  changed  his  pofition, 
Prevort  entered  South-Carplina  with  .three  thoufand 
men,  and  gaining  three  days  march  of  his  adver- 
fary,  appeared  before  Charleftown,  which  he  fum- 
moned  to  furrender  the  12th  of  May.  No  terms 
which  he  could  offer,  however  favourable,  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  induce  a  furrender,  but  it  was  propofed 
that  the  city  and  whole  Province  Ihould  obferve  a 
neutrality  during  the  war,  which  being  rejefted  on 
the^other  fide,  a  general  alfault  was  expedled  by 
the  inhabitants;  the  general,  however, •  being  with¬ 
out  artillery,  and  unfupported  by  a  naval  force, 

*  The  General  immediately  declared  the  Province  in  the 
King’s  peace  ;  which  (hews  the  ufelelTuefs  of  the  commiffion 
which  was  fent  out  principally  for  that  purpofe,  but  without 
exercifiug  fuch  authority  in  liuy  one  diilri^^., 

t  March,  3,  17.79* 
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defifled.  He  then  took  poffefliori  ot  the  iflaiid  of  Port- 
Royal,  by  which  he  obtained  a  fecure  footing  in  the 
rrovince,  whilfl:  General  Lincoln,  with  five  thoufand 
Anaencans,  was  unable  to  dirpoirefs  Lieut  Colonel 

Maitland  of  a  ftrong  poll  which  he  occupied  at  Sto¬ 
ny  Ferry. 

The  campaign  on  the  fide  of  New-York  was  lan¬ 
guid,  and  its  operations  confined  to  the  furprile  of 
pons  and  defultory  excurfions.  An  expedition  w.as 
undertaken  to  the  Chefapeak  in  the  beginning  of 
May,  in  which  Sir  George  Collier  commanded  the 
fleet,  which  efFedfed  the  deftrudtion  of  vafl:  quanti¬ 
ties  of  tobacco,  large  magazines  of  provifions  and 
naval  ftores,  together  with  one  hundred  and  thirty 
fliips  and  veffels,  which  were  either  burnt  or  taken. 
Another  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  Connedticut,  oc- 
cafioned  the  deftrudtion  of  the  towns  of  Fairfield, 
Norwalk  and  Greenfield.  T.he  lofs  of  an  American 
fleet  which  failed  from  Eofton,  to  reduce  a  lortrefs 
lately  conftrudted  by  Colonel  Macleane  on  the  river 
of  Penobicot,  was  an  irreparable  blow  to  the  North¬ 
ern  Colonies,  by  reducing  a  maritime  force,  which 
they  had  ufed  every  pollible  means  to  raife  that  hu~ 
rnan  exertions  could  fupply.  The  vigilance,  intre¬ 
pidity,  and  feamanfhip  of  Sir  George  Collier,  at- 
chieved  this  great  exploit.  Eight  American  frigates, 
from  thirty-two  to  fixtcen  guns,  and  feven  armed 
brigs  were  blown  up  ;  four  more  were  taken  ;  but 
^the  crews  of  the  (hips  deftroyed  efcaped  on  (here. 

The  arrival  of  D’Efiaing  in  the  VPeft  Indies  had 
l:)een  preceded  by  a  large  body  of  troops  under 
Major  General  Grant,  which  Sir '^Henry  Clinton  had 
fent  for  the  protcdlion  of  the  Britifii’iflands  tliere. 
This  force,  affifted  by  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Ear- 
rngton,  m?<de  a  defeent  on  the  French  Ifiand  of  St. 
Lucia,  and  were  on  the  point  of  becoming  mafters 
of  the  whole,  when  D’Efiaing  appeared  with  fifteefi 

filips 
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(hips  to  Its  relief.  The  danger  of  the  Britifh  fleet 
and  army  became  extreme,  but  the  event  of  the 
conteft  difplayed,  in  the  moil  illuftrious  manner,  the 
fuperiority  of  their  valour  and  fkill.  The  French 
commander,  unable  to  make  any  imprellion  upon 
the  troops,  who  received  hirn‘  with  a  cool  lirmnefs, 
and  fwept  away  his  men  by  their  well  diredted  fire, 
was  equally  incapable  of  bringing  his  iuperior  naval 
ftrength  to  bear  upon  the  Britifii  fliips.  After  hav¬ 
ing  fuftered  a  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  1600 
men,  foiled  and  difgraced  in  all  his  attempts,  he 
abandoned  the  ifiand,  which  immediately  furren- 
dered  ;  fo  that  he  had  the  additional  mortification  of 
feeing  the  Britifh  flag  flying  from  all  quarters.  The 
bravery  of  our  troops,  though  it  could  chafe  away*  a 
foreign  enemy,  could  not  withftand  the  noxious 
qualities  of  the  climate  ;  both  foldiers  and  failors 
fell  a  prey  to  that  deitroycr.  The  labour  which 
was  requifite  to  put  the  place  In  a  refpedable  ftate 
of  defence,  increafed  the  mortality,  and  caufed  the 
poffeiTion  of  St.  Lucia  to  be  obtained  at  too  dear  a 
rate. 

I 

Admiral  Byron  arrived  foon  after,  when  Barring¬ 
ton,  whofe  name  ought  ever  to  be  revered  for  the 
effential  fervices  which  he  rendered  his  country,  in 
repelling  this  formidable  attack  of  the  French,  be¬ 
came  fecond  in  command.  Soon  after,  the  Britifh 
fleet  v/as  reinforced  by  a  fquadron  under  Admiral 
Rowley,  and  the  French  by  one  under  M.  de 
Gralle.  The  attention  which  was  neceflary  to  be 
paid  to  a  valuable  fleet  of  merchant  Ihips  which 
were  colledled  at  St.  Chriftopher’s,  to  proceed  to 
England,  obliged  Admiral  Byron  to  quit  his  ftation 
off  Martinique.  TL  his  furnflhed  an  opportunity  for 
a  fmall  body  of  troops,  not  more  than  four  him- 
dred  and  fifty  men,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  ifiand 
of  St.  Vincent,  where  tlie  difpofition  of  the  French 
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Inhiibitants,  ?,nd  of  tlie  native  canbbs,  were  well 
known.  This  fmall  force,  under  the  commaiid  of 
an  officer  ^^of  inferior  rank,  found  means  to  reduce 
the  ifland  although  defended  by  upwards  of  Tour 
hundred  regular  troops.  The  bad  p()licy  of  that 
feverity  which  had  been  exercifed  towards  the  na¬ 
tive  Indian's  upon  that  iiland,  then  became  appa¬ 
rent,  and  a  valuable  polfeifion  was  loft,  by  govern-, 
ment  having  yielded  a  few  years  before  to  the  fo- 
licitations  of  injuftice  and  rapacity  t.  The  good 
fortune  of  France  now  prevailed.  La  Motte  Piquet 
arrived  about  the  fame  time  with  a  reinforcement, 
having  on  board  troops  and  naval  ftores,  whereup¬ 
on  D’Eftaing  immediately  put  to  fea,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  ifland  of  Grenada,  having  then  twen¬ 
ty-fix  fhips  of  the  line  under  his  command,  and  near 
ten  thoufand  land  forces.  The  fate  of  the  ifland 
was  inevitable ;  but  the  refoiiite  defence  made  by 
Lord  Macartney,  the  Governor,  protracted  it  for 
fome  time,  until  a  hill  which  commanded  the  fort, 
"being  forced,  after  a  gallant  defence,  in  which  the 
French  loft  three  hundred  men,  the  Governor  pro- 
pofed  to  capitulate  ;  but  the  terms  offered  by  the 
French  General,  with  the  haughty  port  of  a  con¬ 
queror,  being  uriufually  hard,  the  fort  and  ifland 
was  furrendered  at  difcrctionl.  The  behaviour  of 
D’Eftaing,  in  this  firft  fuccefsful  enterprize,  de¬ 
graded  his  character  by  the  feverity  and  oppreflion 
with  which  his  condudf  was  marked.  That  feries 
of  adverfe  fortune  which  had  hitherto  attended  him, 
could  not  fail  of  making  a  deep  impreflion  on  a 
man  fo  exceedingly  irritable,  and  impatient  to  ac¬ 
quire  glory ;  befides  which,  he  harboured  a  perfonal 
refentment  againft  the  Engliib  nation  ^  as  he  laboured 
under  a  charge  of  having  broken  his  parole  when  a 
prifonerin  the  laft  war,  on  which  account  many  ex- 

*  June  i6,  1779.  t  See  paje  9^.  3?  ^779- 
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of  flrong  contempt  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  Brl- 
tifli  naval  commanders,  againllhlm,  of  which  he  was 
well  appriied,  and  a  mind  confcious  of  a  dilTionoiir- 
able  adionis  prepared  to  admit  the  moft  implacable 
lefentrnents*. 

Tlie  appearance  of  ihe  Brilini  fleet,  confifting  of 
twenty “One  ihips  of  the  line,  was  now^  too  late  to 
fave  the  vaiuabie  poflellion  which  it  became  a  witnefa 
to  the  lofs  of;  but  interpoi'ed  feafonably  for  the  pre- 
ferva^tion  of  Tobago,  the  only  poffefiion  which  re-' 
mained  to  England  of  the  iflands  which  were  ceded 
to  her  at  the  peace  of  Paris.  A  partial  engagenient 
followed,  in  which  Admiral  Barrington,  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  with  the  Captains  Sav;yer  and  Gardner, 
in  the  Boyne  and  Sultan,  (ultained  the  whole  weight 
of  the  French  van  for 'a  confjderable  time  ;  the  adtion 
was  indecifive ;  many  of  our  fhips  fufFered  confider- 
able  damage,  and  Admiral  Barrington  received  a 
flight  wound  :  the  French  are  faid  mhave  had  twelve 
hundred  men  killed  and  two  thoufand  v/ounded  ;  a 
Captain  and  five  Lieutenants  wereflainon  board  one 
Ihip.  Their  condudf  throughout  the  adtion,  fliewed 
great  inattention  to  feize  the  advantages  which  pre- 
iented,  in  confequence  of  their  decided  fupeiiority 
in  point  of  force. 

If  D’Eftaing,  immediately  after  this  conflidf,  had 
bent  his  whole  force  againft  Jamaica,  it  can  fcarcely 

*  The  Count  D’Eftaing  refembles  Marfhal  Tallard  in  his 
defc6ts;  he  is  extremely  fliort-fighted,  and  impetuous  even  to 
raihnefs  ;  which  caused  him  to  be  made  prifoner  before  Ma- 
drafs  in  1758,  as  Tallard  was  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim.  He 
was  permitted  to  return  to  Europe  on  his  parole,  but  during 
the  voyage  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  collufively  exchanged,  and. 
immediately  proceeded  againft  the  Englifli  Eaft- India  Com¬ 
pany’s  fettlement  of  Bencoolen,  which  he  could  not  fail  of  re¬ 
ducing,  This  condu(5l  led  the  late  Admiral  Bofcawen  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  if  it  was  his  fortune  to  make  D’Eftaiug  his  prifoner, 
he  would  chain  him  to  the  deck  like  a  monkey, 
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be  doubted  that  he  would  have  annexed  that  valuabfe 
Ilian d  to  the  crown  of  France.  The  reprefentations 
which  were  made  to  government  of  its  weak  ftate  of 
defence,  liad  been  urgent  and  repeated,  but  without 
efiedt ;  indeed  lome  time  after  troops  did  arrive,  but^ 
the  moment  of  extreme  danger  was  then  elapfed. 
As  the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  in  the  fouthem 
Provinces  was  a  new  and  unexpedled  eV’Cnt,  the 
French  commander  may  be  fuppoled  to  have  receiv¬ 
ed  no  pofitive  orders  from  Europe,  for  attempting 
the  recovery  of  Georgia  and  protedtion  of  Carolina  ^ 
the  inftrudlions  under -which  he  adfed  might  perhaps 
leave  him  at  liberty  to  choofe  his  own  plan  of  con- 
du6l,  and  that  he  proceeded  to  the  continent  ought 
not  to  be  attributed  to  warmth  of  zeal'  in  the  caufe 
of  his  mafler’s  ally,  becaufe  it  was  greatly  for*thein- 
tereff  of  trance  to  prevent,  if  poflible,  her  rival  be¬ 
coming  pofTefled  of  the  valuable  Province  of  South 
Carolina,  from  v/hence  fue  drew  thofe  articles  of 
commerce  which  were  her  only  compenfation  for  this 
moft  expenfive  alliance,  and  the  forces  of  the  coun¬ 
try  were  utterly  unequal  to  the  tafk  of  protedting  that 
Colony,  fo  remote  from  the  centre  of  operations. 
D’Eflaing  therefore  was  no  fooner  difengaged  from 
Byron  than  lie  proceeded  to  Georgia,  and  on  his  paf- 
fage  thither,  happened  to  capture  Sir  James 'Wallace 
in  the  Experiment,  a  fifty-gun  fhip,  with  a  large 
fum  of  nioney  on  board,  to  pay  the  troops  at  Savarl- 
nah  ;  .three  frigates  likewife  fell  into  his  hands. 

The  lAench  troops  were  landed  on  the  9th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  on  the  i6th  their  General  fummoned  the 
Commander  at  Savannah  to  furrender  the  town  to  the 
French  King.  Prevoft,  on  the  firft  alarm  of  danger, 
had  called  in  Colonel  Maitland  and  his  force,  which 
then  was  at' Port  Royal  illand,  and  that  able  officer 
effefled  his  retreat,  and  arrived  at  the  moft  critical 
point  of  time  j  for  after  various  letters  had  been  inter¬ 
changed 
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chana;ed  between  the  two  Generals,  Prevoft  was  ai- 
jowed  cnl)<  twenty-four  hours  for  returning  a  decifive 
flnfv\er.  Had  D’Eftaing  formed  the  attack  imme¬ 
diately  upon  his  landing,  hemuft  inevitably  have  car¬ 
ried  the  town  ;  but  his  confidence  in  the  force  which 
he  comiraanded,  led  him  lb  much  to  delphe  his  ene¬ 
my,  that  he  was  rendered  incautious,  and  weakly 
neglebted  to  penetrate  into  their  defigns.  Lincoln, 
with  the  American  force,  arrived  the  day  after  the  in¬ 
vitation  to  capitulate  had  been  rejected.  The  French 
army  is  fuppoied  to  have  confided  of  nearly  five 
thoufand  men,  the  American  of  about  three  thoufand  : 
the  whole  force  under  Prevoft,  comprehending  regu¬ 
lars,  provincials,  andfailors,  might  amount  to  three 
thoufand,  but  ardent  were  the  exertions  ufed  to 
ftrengthen  the  works,  and  fupply  the  want  of  artil¬ 
lery  with  the  guns  from  the  Ihips.  The  judicious 
difpofition  of  this  force  is  to  be  attributed -to  Captain 
Moncriette,  who  was  principal  Engineer. 

•  An  heavy  bombardment  began  on  the  night  of  the 
3d  of  Odlober,  which  proving  ineffedlual,  on  the  9th  a 
general  affault  was  made  upon  theBriiifh  lines  by  the 
French  and  Americans,  on  v/hich  occafion  DTliaing 
led  his  choiceft  troops  in  perfon,  Capt.  Tav/s,  who 
commanded  a  redoubt,  made  a  mod  heroic  defence, 
but  he  was.  at  length  flain,  wbild  his  fword  was 
plunged  into  the  .body  of  the  third  enemy  whom 
he  had  killed  with  his  own  hand.  The  bravery  of 
this  officer  had  been  difplayed  in  many  adions,  but 
his  ferviceshad  failed  of  procuring  him  any  advance¬ 
ment  in  rank.  When  the  foremiod  of  the  French 

/ 

troops  had  mounted  the  w^orks,  and  were  in  the 
near  profped  of  becoming  mafters  of  the  place, 
fome  batteries,  which  were  difeharged  by  feai^ien, 
dealt  fuch  dedrudion  in  every  diredion,  as  greatly 
impeded  the  advancement  of  the  main  body  ;  at  the 
•  f$rne  tlm^.a  party  of  grenadiers  and  marines,  bravely 
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allailed  thofe  who  had  gained  the  lines,  and  who  had 
there  planted  the  handards  of  France  and  America; 
thefe  they  flew,  and  immediately  attacked  the  ad¬ 
vancing  enemy,  flopped  their  progrefs,  and  threw 
them  into  diloider.  All  thefe  exploits  were  per¬ 
formed  amidft  the  obfeurity  of  night,  and  by  the; 
return  ot  day  the  enemy  were  efFedtually  repulfed. 
At  ten  in  the  morning  they  aflced  a  truce,  for  the 
purpofe  of  burying  their  dead  and  carrying  off  their 
wounded;  which  lay  in  fuch  numbers,  as  in  many 
places  to  fill  up  the  ditches  ;  the  works  were  ftrewed 
.with  them,  and  a  mofl  fhocking  feene  of  flaughter 
prefented  itfelf  on  every  fide.  D^Efiaing  himfeff  re¬ 
ceived  two  dangerous  wounds;  Count  Polaiki,  a 
Polifii  nobleman,  who  had  been  anadlive  partifan  ia 
thecaufe  of  America,  was  mortally  wounded.  The 
French  did  not  lofe  lets  than  fifteen  hundred  men  in 
killed  and  wounded  through  the  whole  of  this  Service  ; 
the  lofs  of  the  Americans  was  never  afeertained.  On 
the  1 8th  of  Odobereach  broke  up  their  camp,  after 
having  openly  and  palhonately  reviled  the  other  as 
the  caufe  of  their  joint  misfortune  :  the  fornfief  re¬ 
treated  on  board  their  (hips,  the  latter  to  Carolina, 
leaving  General  Prevolt  and  his  brave  coadjutors,  in 
poffellion  of  the  higheft  renown,  which  military  me¬ 
rit  fuccefsfully  exerted  could  poffibly  confer.  The 
killed  and  wounded  in  this  memorable  defence,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  fifty,  but  Lieutenant  Col. 
Maitland,  who  had  contributed  greatly  to  this  ex-" 
plo;t,  foon  after  died  of  a  fever  brought  on  by  his 
laborious  fervice. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  fleet  had  fullained 
confiderable  damage  by  tempefluous  weather,  which 
obliged  the  Commander  to  .proceed  with  the  chief  of 
his  (hips  to  Breft,  where  he  arrived,  crelt-fallen  and 
difgufted,  enduring  the  anguifli  of  his  wounds,  ^nd 
the  keener  fenfations  excited  by  a  wounded  fpirit : 
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defeated  when  he  had  affured  himfelf  of  a  conqueft  ; 
upbraided  by  his  allies*,  his  military’  charadter  debal^ 
cd,  and  the  expedationa  of  his  country  blalled  :  thus 
terminated  the  formidable  expedition  under  the  con- 
dud  of  the  Count  D’ Eliaing.  In  Africa  the  French 
wrefted  from  Great  Britain  the  important  iettlement 
of  Senegal,  which  had  been  taken  from  them  in  tne 
year  1758.  ^ 

Many  were  the  diftreffesandembarraffments  which 
the  States  of  America  experienced.  Their  wants  were 
numerous,  and  their  refources  luch  as  only  their  ne- 
ceflities  could  juftity  relorting  to.  The  fums  which 
had  been  ifllied  by  the  authority  of  Congrefs,  in  pa¬ 
per  currency,  exceeded  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  confequent  depreciation  of  that  fymbol  great¬ 
ly  funk  the  credit  of  the  New  States.  Unluccefsful 
attempts  had  been  made  to  negotiate  loans  in  Hufope, 
and  debts  to  the  amount  of  more  than  eight  millions, 
were  contraded,  without  any  funds  being  provided 
for  their  difeharge,  whilft  the  war  flill  called  for  frelh 
fupplies.  The  continental  troops,  to  the  want  of 
pay  added  that  of  cloathing  and  other  neceffaries, 
whilft  the  northern  Colonies  appeared  backward  to 
furnifh  their  contingents,  and  fome  of  the  leading 
men  at  Bofton,  openly  exprefled  their  apprehenfions 
from  a  ftanding  army  being  maintained,  even  in 
fuch  an  exigency  of  affairs,  and  the  popularity  of 
Wafhington  became  a  caufe  of  jealoufy  to  thefe 
fharp-fighted  republican  tlieorifts.  The  American 
force  at  fea  wasalfo  brought  extremely  low,  and  the 
Sovereign  whom  they  ftiled  their  great  and  good 
ally,^’  was  not  at  all  difpofed  to  lend  any  affiftance 
to  reftore  their  marine.  Neverthe!els,>amidft  pover-- 
ty,  diftrefs,  and  internal  divifions,  their  refentment 
againft  England  became  more  rooted  and  inveterate 
than  ever. 
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The  fitiiatlon  of  Great  Britain  at  that  time  feemed 
to  forebode  an  utter  extindlion  of  her  power  and  con- 
lequence.  The  Manifellos  of  France  and  Spain 
avowed  the  motives  for  their  confederacy  to  be,  be- 
Ijdes  the  avenging  their  refpedtive  injuries,  a  de- 
fign  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyrannical  empire  which 
England  had  i.iiurpsd  and  pretended  to  maintain  up¬ 
on  the  ocean.”  To  execute  thefe  threats,  a  fleet, 
conhiling  of  twenty-eight  tail,  under  the  command 
of  M.  D  Orviliiers,  failed  from  Breit  in  the  month  of 
June,  1779?  joined  a  yet  more  numerous  Spa- 
niih  fleet  at  Cadiz,  the  French  Admiral  being  en- 
trufted  wu!i  the  chief  command  of  tliis  combined 
force,  which  amounted  to  fixty-ijx  fhips  of  the  line, 
befidcs  a  vaft  number  of  frigates.  Sir  Charles  Hardy 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Britifli  fleet 


whicli  was  to  defend  the  empire  againft  its  powerful 
enemies.  T.  his  officer  had  quitted  the  fervice  many 
3^ears,  having  obtained  the  honourable  retreat  which 
the  governmenr  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  was  meant  to 
afford.  It  had  never  been  his  fortune  to  render  hirn- 
•  felf  confpicuous  as  a  commander,  and  the  infirm 
flate  of  his  healtli  v/as  not  calculated  to  procure  po¬ 
pularity  to  himfelf,  or  ftimulate  to  aft.ivity  in  the  fer- 
vice,  but  the  operations  of  the  campaign  were  meant 
to  be  merely  delenfive,  and  the  debilitude  of  ex- 
haufted  life,  it  fhould  feem,  was  thought  adequate 
to  fuch  a  purpofe.  Thirty-fix  fhips  of  the  line  com- 
pofed  the  grand  fleet  for  the  home  defence. 

The  terrors  of  an  invafiohfrom  France  were  now 
added  to  the  other  dangers  'which  impended.  Large 
bodies  of  troops  w^ere  colleded  along  the  coafts  of 
Bretagne  and  Normandy,  which  fpread  fuch  a  ferious 
alarm,  that  a  royal  Proclamation  was  ifllied  for  driv¬ 
ing  the  cattle  from  the  coaft  of  England,  in  cafe  an 
enemy  appeared  with  and  attempted  to  land.  Re¬ 
peated  requifitions  had  been  made  to  the  States  of 
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the  United  Frovinces,  for  the  ailiflance  in  troops  and 
tliips,  whicli  by  treaties  they  were  engaged  to  furniHi 
for  the  defence  of  this  country  ;  but  it  had  been 
found  impracticable  to  draw  any  kind  of  anfwer  from 
that  republic.  In  this  iUie  of  aflairs,  v/hilft  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  vvascruifing  to  the  weftward,-the  com¬ 
bined  fleet  entered  the  BritilTi  cliannel  and  appeared 
before  Plymouth,  where  it  continued  for  three  days  ; 
during  which  time  no  attack  was  made,  although 
many  indications  were  given  of  fuch  an  intention. 
It  has  fince  been  difcovered,  that  a  place  of  fuch  vail 
importance  had  been  fo  overlooked,  as  to  be  utterly 
unable  to  make  any  eftedtual  defence.  So  notorious 
had  been  the  negligence  in  fuch  a  momentous  con¬ 
cern,  that  the  cannon-balls  were  found  too  large  for 
the  bore  of  the. guns  and  t!ie  future  navies  of  this 
'Country  were  expofed  to  thedellroying  vengeance  of 
its  boaftful  rival  t.  This  defencelefs  ftate  of  the 
place  was  happily  unknown  to  the  enemy,  and  it  is 
probable,  that  no  ferious  defign  had  been  formed  of 
making  a  defcent  on  any  part  of  England.  Such  a 
proceeding  could  hardly  have  failed  to  force  the 
Dutch,  though  moft  unwillingly,  to  become  parties 
in  the  quarrel  ;  but  the  ficknefs  v/hich  prevailed  on 
board  the  fliips,  has  been  afligned  as  the  caufe  of  the 
inefiiciency  ol  this  vaft  force.  Itiseafier  to  provide 
(hips  than  feafoned  feamen  :  a  contagious  diliemper 
raged  on  board  the  combined  fleet,  particularly  the 
Spanifh  fliips,  which  fwept  away  great  numbers  dai¬ 
ly,  and  a  mifunderftanding  wasfaid  to  prevail  betv/een 

*  A  like  miftake,  in  not  providing  proper  balls  for  the  can¬ 
non,  proved  very  fatal  in  the  adtion  at  Bunker's-hill. 

'f  It  was  undcrllood,  that  a  judicial  enquiry  into  the  caufe 
ot  the  defencelels  ftate  of  Plymouth  was  to  have  been  fet  on 
foot ;  fo  flagrant  a  breach  of  duty,  called  for  exemplary  pu- 
nifliment,  the  public  fervice  demanded  it,  but  fupinenefs  or 
powerful  applications  caufed  the  inveftigation  to  be  fupprefled, 

the 
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tne  two  comiTianders.  Whatever  was  tl^e  caufe^  they 
availed  themtelves  of  a  flrong  call  \yind  to  get  -out  of 
channel,  which  the  Britilh  fleet  entered  in  fight  of 
P’Orvilliers,  by  whom  it  was  followed.  The^Eng- 
lifh  Admiral  proceeded  to  the  Ifle  of  V/ight,  llTil 
drawing  after  him  the  force  of  tlie  enem)^  Here 
the  cnannel  narrowing,  an  engagement  might  have 
been  maintained  wfith  lefs  difadvantage  on  the  fcore 
of  numbers,  but  the  contelt  was  not  brought  to  that 
ilitie.  The  combined  fleet  again  retired,  and  early 
in  the  month  of  September  reached  their  refpective 
ports.  The  only  advantage  they  gained  by  this  me¬ 
nacing  appearance,  was  in  the  capture  of  a  fixty- 

four  gun  fliip,  whilft  on  its  w^ay  to  join  the  Ensilifu 
Admiral.  '  "" 

The  internal  flate  of  the  kingdom,  at  the  time 
when  its  outward  fplendor  was  thus  eclipfed,  became 
gloomy  and  cheer  lets.  The  public  funds  had  fallen 
twenty-p’e  per  cent,  in  about  five  years,  and  the  value 
01  land  nad  decrealed  in  much  the  fame  proportion* 
The  immeciiate  rum  of  the  country  was  apprehended 
by  many,  though  a  defpondingfpirit  did  not  general¬ 
ly  prevail.  Great  numbers,  who  were  accuftomed  to 
draw  large  incomes  from  the  Weft-India  Iflands,  and 
WHO  relidcG  in  the  capital,  livnhg  in  a  fiyle  of  elegance 
and  profufion  which  the  moft  profperous  flate  of  their 
affairs  was  fcarcelyable  to  fupport,  were  now  obliged 
to  reduce  their  expences  within  very  narrow  bounds, 
and  for  that  purpole  c^uitted  the  liingdom  to  refide  in 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  A  gentle'man,  whofe  rent- 
rolls  in  the  'counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Salop 
amounted  to  more  than  6000I.  per  annum,'  had  his 
apprehenfions  of  a  general  cralh  of  property  fo  firong- 
ly  excited,  that  he  fold  all  his  fineeftates  at  fixteen 
years  purchafe,  and  renouncing  his  native  country, 
went  to  refide  at  Venice,  choofing  rather  to  depcilt 
hiseffefts  in  the  bank  of  that  republic.  On  the  other 
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hand,  the  (expefcatiop  of  an  invafion  produced  many 
inhances  of  public  fpirit.  Subfcriptions  were  opened 
for  the  fervice  of'the  ftate,  and  large  fums  wereraifed 
in  feveral  countie§  of  Erigland,  befides  fome  additi¬ 
onal  regiments  of  infantry.  The  Eaft- India  Com¬ 
pany  gave  bounties  for  raifing  fix  thoufand  feameii 
for  the  navy,  and  undertook  to  build,  at  their  own 
expencc,  three  fhips  of  feventy-four  guns  each,  for 
the  public  fervice.  In  Ireland,  volunteer  companies 
were  formed,  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  the  king¬ 
dom  againft  a  foreign  attack  ;  and  fuch  was  the  rea- 
dinefs  with  which  all  ranks  of  people  there  fubmitted 
to  be  trained  to  arms,  that  thirty  thoufand  men  were 
fpon  formed  into  difciplined  troops.  So  great  an  ac- 
ceffion  of  ftrength  gave  a  tone  of  refentment  to  their 
intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  which  effedually  com¬ 
pelled  a  compliance  with  their  long  urged  requefts. 
Agreements  were  entered  into  not  to  import  or  con- 
fume  any  mercliandize  from  Great  Britain,  and  their 
Parliament  paiTed  the  moriey-bill,  or  the  aft  for  raif- 
ing  the  fupplies,  only  for  the  tqrm  of  fix  months, 
inltead  of  the  cuftomary  term  pf  two  years.  At  any 
other  feafon,  luch  a  conduft  would  have  been  confi- 
dered  as  an  aft- of  rebellion,  and  the  force  of  the 
kingdom  both  by  fea  and  land,  would  have  been 
drawn  cut  to  chaftifeTuch  an  outrage  againft  the  fu- 
preme  authority  of  the  ftate  ;  but  the  pride  of  power 
was  nov/ fo  much  reduced,  that  this  oftenfive  money- 
bill  received  thefanftionof  the  Britifti  cabinet. 

The  Parliament  met  on  the  25rh  of  November, 
1779-  ^he  day  pr’eceding  which,  feveral  refigna- 
tions  and  new  appointments  took  place.  '  The  Earl 
Gower,  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council,  refigned,  and 
Earl  Bathurft  was  appointed  to  his  poft.  Lord  Wey- 
•  mouth  refigned  his  fccretarylliip  for  the  fouthern  de¬ 
partment,  and  was  fucceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Hilllbo- 
rough;  Lord  Stormont,  late  Ambaffador' at  Paris, 

obtained. 
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obtained  the  Secretaryfhip  of  State  for  the  north¬ 
ern  department,  which  office  had  been  unfilled 
ever  fince  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  which 
happened  in  the  month  of  March  precediiKT.  The 
port  of  Firft  Lord  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  ever 
iince  the  appointnient  of  a  third  Secretary  of  State 
had  been  united  with  that  office,  but  it  was  now  fe- 
parated,  and  beftowed  upon  the  Earl  of  Carlifle. 

A  few  days  after  the  opening  of  the  feflion,  Earl 
Gower,  who  flood  engaged  to  Parliament  that  re- 
iier  ihould  be  granted  to  Ireland,  declared  the  can fe 
of  his  refignation  to  have  been  the  divifions  that  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  cabinet  refpeding  the  treatment  of  diat 
kingdom,  and  one  of  his  fons  in  law*,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  attacked  Lord  North  on  that  fcore, 
with  fuch  uncommon  afperity  of  language,  that  he 
thought  fit,  the  next  day,  to  apologize  for  his  warmth, 

he  fituation  of  public  affairs,  at  length  wrunerfrom 
government  thatielief,  which  would  never  hav^e  been 
obtained  as  a  largefs.  Three  acts  were  paffed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  felfion,  by  which  the  Irifh  v/ere  permit¬ 
ted  to  export  their  wool,  and  woollen  manufactures, 
to  import  and  export  glafs,  and  to  carry  on  a  trade 
of  import  and  export  to  and  from  the  Britifh  colonies 
in  America  and  the  coafl  of  Africa,  fubjed  to  fuck 
limitations,  reftiicflions  and  duties,  as  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  fhould  impofe. 

It  was  truly  furpriiing  to  hear  that  very  mini- 
fter,  who,  when  coercion  tov/ards  America  was  re- 
folved  upon  in  the  cabinet,  had  thrown  afide,  with 
fo  much  eafe,  the  numerous  interceflbry  petitions  ’ 
which  were  then  prefented  to  Parliament,  now 
plead,  that  he  had  hitherto  been  with-held  from 
gratifying  the  v/ifli  of  his  heart,  by  rendering  relief  to 
Ireland,  from  an  attention  to  the  petitions  which  had 
been  prefented  from  fomepartsofthe  kingdomagainft 


*  Mr.  Macdonald. 
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any  fuch  indulgence  ! — It  will  appear  in  th6fequel» 
that  alike  refpedful  deference  to  the  petitions  of 
the  people,  did  not  charadterize  the  fellion  of  which 
we  are  now  treating. 

A  petition,  figned  by  feventy-five  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  planters,  merchants,  and  others,  interelted  in 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
by  Mr.  Pennant,  member  for  Liverpool.  It  re- 
prefented  the  weak  flate  of  the  defence  on  that 
ifland,  and  arraigned,  in  ftrong  terms  of  cenfine 
and  reproach,  the  negledt  of  government,  in  luf- 
fering  fo  valuable  a  poffellion  to  be  expofed  to  the 
attacks  of  an  enemy,  and  claimed  protection  as  a 
right.  The  warm  manner  in  which  this  affair  was 
taken  up,  occafioned  Ibme  new  raifed  troops  to  be 
fent  there  foon  after. 

The  attention  to  an  ceconomical  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  which  had  been  fhewn  by  par¬ 
ticular  members  in  each  Houfe  of  Parliament,  for 
the  laft  five  years  particularly,  not  having  proved 
effectual  to  the  obtaining  any  cure  for  the  great 
and  growing  evil  of  waffeful  expence,  a  general 
fpirit  of  difeontent  at  lengrJi  pervaded  the  nation.  •> 
County  m.eetings  were  held  for  the  purpofe  of  fram¬ 
ing  petitions  to  the  Ploufe  of  Commons,  and  ap¬ 
pointing  committees  of  correfpondence.  This  fpi¬ 
rit  of  reformation  ftrongly  prevailed  during  the 
Chiiftmas  recels,  and  aiTociations  for  the  redrefs 
of  grievances  were  formed  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  The  county  of  York  took  the  lead  in 
thefe  proceedings,  and  in  the  month  of  January, 
1780,  Sir  George  S^aville  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  a  petition  figned  by  800  freeholders : 
about  40  other  petitions  were  afterwards  prefented. 
The  ceconomical  regulations  which  the  French  king 
had  introduced  into  his  houfe  hold  (preparatory  to 
a  more  general  introduClioa  of  the  fpirit  of  frugality 
into  every  department  of  the  flate)  joined  to  the 

exigencies 
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exigencies  of  the  times,  had  ftirred  up  this  difpo- 
fition.  It  is  not  difficult  to  introduce  a  reformation 
of  abufes  into  a  ftate,  when  the  executive  power 
ftrenuoully  engages  in  the  attempt,  but  nothing  can 
be  efiedual  to  reftrain  profufion,  when  the  lavifh 
ufe  of  the  public  purfe  is  made  the  moft  ready  means 
of  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  government.  Some 
very  able  politicians  have  thought  it  a  great  de- 
fed  in  our  conftitution,  that  the  whole  of  the  public 
revenues  (hould  be  managed  by  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  tlioLigh  thofe  revenues  no  longer  make  any 
part  of  the  eilateof  the  crown.  It  was  remarked  by 
King  William,  that  if  he  had  a  fufficient  number 
of  places  to  beftow,  he  Ihould  be  able  to  gain  the 
afccndancy  over  all  parties.  That  enlarged  ability 
to  confer  favours  is  now  poflelTcd  ;  and  in  fuch  a 
flate  of  government,  little  hopes  can  be  entertained 
of  eftablifliing  a  fyftematic  frugality ;  the  attempt 
was  however  highly  meritorious,  and  the  feafon 
moft  propitious,  for  the  Parliament  being  now  en¬ 
tered  on  its  fixth  feffion,  the  members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  began  to  recoiled  from  whence  they 
derived  their  feats,  and  the  voice  of  the  people  wa^ 
thereby  rendered  potential.  To  bring  back  the  con- 
.ftitutionto  its  firft  principles,  by  iniroducing  a  falu- 
tary  reform  of  abufes,  was  attempted  by  a  member 
of  the  Ploufe  of  Commons,  who,  in  acourfe  of  four¬ 
teen  or  fifteen  years,  had  laboured  moft  afiiduouflv' 
and  ably,  althougli  too  ineftedually,  in  the  public 
fervice  ;  for  which  entire  furrender  of  his  uncommon 
talents  to  the  interefts  of  the  nation,  he  had  not  been 
gratified  even  with  the  honorary  mark  of  general 
approbation.  This  coolnefs  however  no  ways  abated 
his  zeal.  I  was  bound  to  ferve  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,”  faid  he,  upon  a  particular  occafion,  to 
be  pleafed  with  my  fervices  was  their  affair,  not 
mine.”  Mr.  Burke,  on  t,he  i  ith  of  February,  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ‘‘  a  plan  for  the  better 
fecurity  of  the  independence  of  Parliament,  and  the 

oeconomical 


.  blifhments.”  He  ftated  the  operations  of  this  plan 
with  refpedl  to  the  fiill  head,  to  be  equal  to  the  places 
held  by  fifty  members  of  parliament,  and  to  the 
Jarter,  an  income  of  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  was  propofed  to  be  faved,  without 
any  adl  of  injuftice  to  a  fingle  individual;  befides 
eftablifliing  a  lyftem  of  oeconomy,  which,  he  ob- 
ferved,  was  itfelf  a  great  revenue.  He  propofed 
the  principality  of  Wales  and  Duchy  of  Lancatter 
tllould  be  united  to  the  crown,  for  the  purpofe  of 
abolifhing  a  number  of  ufelefs  offices  :  that  the 
landed  eilates  of  the  crown  fhould  be  fold,  and  thofe 
pofleffions,  unprofitable,  at  prefent,  being  thereby 
thrown  into  the  mafs  of  private  property,  would 
come,  through  a  courfe  of  circulation,  and  through 
the  political  fecretions  of  the  fiate,  into  our  better- 
bordered  revenues.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  civil 
lift  revenue,  and  propofed  various  reforms  in  the 
Royal  houfehold  among  which  were,  that  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Great  Wardrobe,  the  Board  of  Works 
and  of  Green  Cloth,  fhould  be  abolifhed.  That  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Mint  fhould  be  undertaken  by  con- 
tradt,  upon  proper  fecurities,  and  under  proper  re¬ 
gulations,'  as  on  its  prefent  footing  it  was  a  great  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  nation,  chiefly  for  the  fake  of  members 
of  parliament.  Under  other  governments,  he  faid, 
a  queftion  of  expence  is  merely  a  queftion  of  oeco¬ 
nomy  ;  with  us,  in  every  queftion  of  expence  there 
is  always  a  mixture  of  conftitutional  confiderations. 
He  meant  to  limit  the  fum  granted  in  penfions  to 
6o,oool.  per  annum,  the  whole  amount  of  the  pen¬ 
fions  of  all  denominations,  which  had  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  amounted,  for  a  peri- 


ioo,oool,  a  year*.  The  office  of  Pay-mafter  of  the 
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Land-forces,  or  Treafurer  of  the  Army,  and  the  Trea- 
liirer  of  the  Navy,  he  meant  to  make  mere -offices  of 
adminiftration,  by  transferring  the  Bank,  from  which 
the  great  and  invidious  profits'of  thofe  offices  arife,  to 
the  public.  The  great  patent  offices  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  he  meant  to  reduce  to  fixed  falaries,  as  the 
prefent  lives  and  reverfions  fiiould  fucceffivciy  fall. 
The  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  he 
propofed  to  abolilli,  as  likewife  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  Plantations,  which  latter  eflabliffiment,  hefaid, 
merely  ferved  to  ^provide  eight  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  with  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year  each.  He* 
pointed  out  how  neceflary  it  was  to  review  our  mili¬ 
tary^  expences  for  Tome  years  paft,  and,  if  poffiblc 
to  bind  up  and  dole  that  bleeding  artery  of  profufion. 

The  Houle  was  greatly  (Iruck  with  the  profound 
refearches  and  acute  difcriminations,  which  appeared 
in  every  part  of  his  grand  and  comprehenfive  plan 
for  a  national  reform.  The  Minifter  declared,  that 
he  believed  no  other  mian  in  the  kingdom  could 
have  invefiigated  to  complicated  and  difficult  a  fub- 
jed  with  equal  ability  and  fuccefs.  Three  days  af¬ 
ter  this  bufinefs  had  been  opened,  Colonel  Barre 
propofed  .that  a  committee  of  accounts  ffiould  be 
appointed,  as  a  farther  means  of  promoting  the  ge¬ 
neral  plan  of  occonomy  fo  neceffary  to  the  national 
fecllrit}^  This  was  alio  appro, ved  by  the  Minifter 
and  Ills  friends:  but  fuch  appearances  of  concur¬ 
rence  were  not  long  prelerved,  for  Lord  North 
himfelf  foon  after  brought  in  a  bill  which  appointed 
a  comimiffion  ot  accounts,  compofed  of  fix  commif- 
fioners,  which  fhould  enquire  into  the  paft  expendi- 

mlHions  of  llvres  (1,226,53  i].,fterling)j'n  annuities,  known  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  penfions  of  various  kinds  and  denominations. 
He  adds,  “  I  rhuch  queftion,  whether  all  the  Sovereigns  in 
Europe  put  together,  lay  out  in  penfions  more  than  one  half 
of  that  fum.*’ 


ture 


[  391  ]' 

fure  of  the  public  money,  as  well  as  into  the  current 
accounts;  and  confult,  prepare,  and  report  to  the 
Hoiife  what  appeared  to  them, to  be  a  more  eafy  and 
fpeedy  mode  of  keeping  thofe  accounts,  and  fettling 
them,  fo  that  their  true  flate  might,  from  time  to 
time,  as  near  as  poflible,  be  laid  before  the  Floufe 
v/hen  called  for.  The  bill  exprefsly  prohibited  the 
Commiifioners  from  being  members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  when-  the  county  petitions 
were  to  be  taken  into  confideration  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  bufinefs  v/as  opened  by  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning  ;  and  that  the  fentiments  of  Parliament  might 
be  confiftent  with  thofe  of  the  people,  he  moved 
two  propofitions,  the  firft  of  which  was,  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  had  increafed,  was  increafmg, 
and  ought  to  be  diminifhed.  The  fecond  ;  that  it 
is  competent  to  this  Houfe  to  examine  into  and 
corredl  the  abufes  in  the  expenditure  of  the  civil 
lifl;  revenue,  whenever  it  fiiall  feem  expedient  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  Houfe  fo  to  do.  The  firft  motion 
was  carried  233  againft  215;  the  fecond  paffed 
without  a  divifion.  The-Mirfifter,  on  this  occafion, 
was  left  in  a  minority,  and  the  whole  fabric  of  his 
power  feemed  to  fhake.  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  then 
moved  a  refolution  ;  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Houfe,  to 
provide  as  far  as  may  be,  an  immediate  and  effec¬ 
tual  redrefs  of  the  abufes  complained  of  in  the  pe¬ 
titions  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  from  the  different 
counties,  cities,  and  towns  in  this  kingdom.  It 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without  any  apparent 
diffent.  When  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  Mr.  Fox 
moved,  that  the  three  refolutions  ftiould  be  imme¬ 
diately  reported  ;  which  was  agreed  to,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  flrong  oppofition  made  by  the  minifter. 
They  v/ere  then  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and 
agreed  to,  without  a  divifion.  The  Speaker  be- 
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ing  fuddenly  taken  \\\  the  Houfe  was  neceffarik/ 
adjourned  for  feme  lime,  and  when  it  was  refumed^ 
its  temper  was  found  to  be  much  altered.  No 
more  popular  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  fuch 
as  in  the  firfl:  tranfports  of  zeal  had  been  made^ 
were  rendered  inefficacious,  by  recourfe  being-had 
to  the  parliarhentary  forms  of  civil  difmiffion. 
Members  had  done  enough  to  fave  appearances  with 
their  conftituents,  and  to  have  done  more,  would 
have  been  dangerous  to  the  efferitial  interefts  of 
individuals.  All  the  component  parts  of  Mr.  Burke'is 
fcheme,  were,  in  their  turns,  finally  rejeded,  al¬ 
though  many  of  them  on  their  firfl;  appearance  were 
approved  ^by  a  majority.  The  abolifhing  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  carried;, but  no  fooner  had 
government  found  time  to  rally  its  broken  and  dil- 
comfited  forces,  than  the  ’  whole  was  lofl.  This 
Itate-phyfician  had  indeed  attempted  the  radical 
cure  of  a  diforder,  at  a  time,  when  even  palliatives 
could  be  with  difficulty  adminiftered.  But  it  had 
never  been  his  pradlice  to  apply  palliatives.  Even 
the  unfuccersful  attempt,  however,  ferved  to  efla- 
blifli  two  points:  viz.  the  adtual  exiftence  of  very 
great  abufes  ;  and  that  their  removal  could  only  be 
effedded  by  the  gracious  propenflties  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  to  introduce  a  reform.  In  all  the  important 
concernments  of  the  nation,  for  fome  years  paft, 
("and  no  period  of  its  hiftory  have  furnifhed  a  great¬ 
er  variety)  Mr.  Burke  had  rendered  himfelf  con- 
fpicuous  as  a  patriot.  When  diffention  and  diffa- 
tisfadion  were  fpread  over  the  nation  forne  fev/ 
years  before,  he  poirited  out,  in  a  forcible  manner, 
thecaufe  of  the  difeonrents  which  prevailed.  He  had 
laboured  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  depravity  in  the 
eaft*,  to  avert  the  miferies  which  threatened  the 
weft;  to  obtain  diftributive  juftice  in  Ireland, 
and  now,  a  reformation  of  abufes  in  England  . 
every  one  of  which  attempts  difeovered  the  pro- 

*  See  p.  Q2. 
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.found  poiilician  and  real  friend  to  his  country,  yet 
could  he  not  efcape  the  imputation  of  being  the 
partifan  of  a  party.  To  fome  he  appeared  dan¬ 
gerous,  becaufe  he  had  declared  himfelf  no  friend  to 
triennial  Parliaments,  and  to  others  unpleafing,  be¬ 
caufe  he  difeovered  a  ftiibborn  and  unaccommodat¬ 
ing  virtue  f;  whiift  thofe  who  poffelfed  a  time-ferving 
flexibility  of  mind,  were  inclined  to  exclaim,  that 
fuch  a  man  lliould  be  a  patriot  when  public  virtue  is 
out  of  falhion  !  But  neither  narrownefs,  inlenfibility, 
lordidnefs,  nor  ingratitude,  could  withhold  from  him 
the  inward  fatisfadfions  refulting.  frorti  a  public  fpi- 
rited  conduct,  and  what  they  are  have  been  deferib- 
ed  by  a  fine  writer.  A  life  dedicated  to  the  fervice 
of  our  country,  admits  the  full  ufe,  and  no  life  fliould 
admit  the  abui'e  of  {)leafures  ;  the  leaft  are  confiftent 
with  a  conftant  difeharge  of  our  public  duty,  the 
greateft,  arife  from  it.  Neither  Montaigne,  in  writ¬ 
ing  his  Effays,  nor  Des  Cartes,  in  building  new 
worlds,  nor  Burnet  in  framing  an  antediluvian  earth  ; 
mo,  nor  Newton,  in  difeovering  and  eftablifhing  the 
true  laws  of  nature  on  experiment  and  a  fublime  geo- 
metry,  felt  more  intelledtual  joys  than  he  feels,  who 
is  a  real  patriot ;  who  bends  all  the  force  of  his  un- 
derftanding,  and  diredts  all  liis  thoughts  and  actions 
to  the  good  of  his  country.” 

t  *  ^ 

^  ■f'  The  late  Dr.  Golclfmlth,  whom  Mr.  Burke  honoured  with 
his  friendthip,  in  a  fportive  vein  ofi  humour,  drew  a  charader 
of  his  friend,  which  concludes  thus  :  — — 

Who  too  deep  for  his  hearers,  ftill  went  on  refining’, 

And  thought  of  convincing  while  they  thought  of  dining 
Though  equal  to  all  things,  for  all  things  unfit; 

1 00  nice  for  a  ftatefman,  too  proud  for  a  wit  ; 

'  hor  a  patriot  too  cool;  for  a  drudge  dlfobedient; 

And  too  fond  of  the  right  to  purfue  the  expedient. 

In  Ihort,  twas  his  fate,  nnemploy’d,  or  in  place,  Sir, 
To  eat  mutton  cold,  and  cut  blocks  with  a  razor. 

D  d  Whiift 
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Whilft  the  reformation  of  abufes  m  the  ftate  was^ 
fo  earneftly  fought  by  all  ranks  of  people  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom,  that  fome  defcribed  the  halion  as 
having  run  mad  about  public  virtue,  as  being  actuat¬ 
ed  by  an  innovating  fpirit  which  formed  notions  of 
ideal  perfcClion  ;  as  cherifhing  caufelefs  difcontents 
which  inflamed  to  turbulence  and  diffention  ;  an  un¬ 
locked  for  fource  of  civil  commotion  produced  the 
moft  alarming  efFeCts.  The  partial  relief  which  had 
been  rendered  to  the  fubjeCts  of  England  who  adher¬ 
ed  to  the  Romifh  faith,  had  given  no  fort  of  offence 
to  the  nation  *,  in  Ireland,  the  principle  had  been 
adopted  with  great  fticcefs,  and  no  difgufts  were 
teftified  by  any  clafs  of  the  people.  Thefe  appear¬ 
ances  induced  fome  leading  men  in  Scotland  to  pro- 
mife  to  ufe  their  intereil  in  Parliament,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  extending  the  relief  to  that  country ;  but  the 
defign  was  no  fooner  named,  than  a  few  impetuous 
zealots,  who  were  utterly  unacqua^inted  With  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  relief  which  was  meant  to  be  obtained^ 
became  alarmed  at  the  dariger  to  which  they  thought 
the  Proteftant  church  was  expofed,  and  made  ufe  of 
every  method  which  a  blind  enthufiafrh  fuggefled, 
to  inflarne  the  people  to  the  moft  violent  refentments. 
Every  adVive  principle  was  employed  tn  this  caufe, 
whilft  no  effectual  means  were  ufed  to  countetaCf 
thefe  defigns,  by  reprefenting  to  the  people  at  large^ 
how  groundlefs  their  apprehenfioris  were,  and  that 
nothing  more  was  meant  to  be  done  than  to  repeal 
an  unjuft  law,  which,  by  a  ftrange  concurrence  of 
circumftances,  had  become  a  law  contrary  to  the  in¬ 
tentions  even  of  its  fiift  framers,  and  that  a  great 
number  of  penal  ftatutes  againft  Rornan  Catholics^ 
would  {till  rernain  in  full  force.  It  is  highly  .bc^ 
coming  the  leading  and  enlightened  part  of  man¬ 
kind,  to  make  ufe  of  every  means  which  argument, 
intermixed  with  good-humoured  pleafantry,  can  fup- 
ply,  to  remove  any  falfe  notions  which  are  likely  to 
^  ^  preva^i 
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prevail  to  the'difturbance  of  the  public  tranquillity  t 
and  of  all  miftakes,  thofe  which  arife  from  a  confci- 
entious  attachment  to  religious  principles,  defervethe 
molf  alliduous  endeavours  to 'be  ufed  in  corredting 
and  confutino:.  The  outrages  which  were  commit- 
ted  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  early  in  the  year 
1779,  on  the  houfes  and  property  of  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics,  in  confequence  of  the  popular  refentments 
having  been  excited  againft  them,  by  a  variety  of  in¬ 
flammatory  pamphlets,  which  had  been  induftriouf- 
ly  circulated,  would  never  have  happened,  if  any 
portion  of  zeal  had  operated  to  the  producing,  and 
Spreading  widely,  of  well- written  tradls,  to  difprove 
the  aflertions  which  had  been  fo  roundly  and  falfely 
made.  But  the  weapons  of  reafon  are  lefs  frequently 
reforted  to,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupprefling  a  popular 
infatuation,  than  thofe  forcible  weapons  with  which 
the  ftate  is  armed,  and  the  progreflion  of  difcontent 
is  feldom  attended  to,  until  the  confequences  of  its 
maturity  are  felt. 

From  Scotland,  this  fpirit  of  bitter  enmity  againft 
the  Catholics  paffed  into  England,  and  caufed  a  fo- 
ciety  to  be  formed  under  the  title  of  The  Protef- 
tant  Aflbciation,’*  which  was  compofed  of  well- 
meaning  but  uninformed  people,  whofe  fears  were 
excited,  becaufe  they  confidered  the  principles  of 
popery  as  increafing  to  an  alarming  pitch  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  defign  of  the  legiflature  was 
to  patronife  that  religion.  The  averfion  which  Bri- 
tifh  Proteftants  difcover  to  Roman  Catholics,  is  iin* 
commonly  inveterate ;  it  feems  almoft  to  have  fur- 
vived  their  religious  principles.  The  Dutch,  although 
they  revolted  from  Spain,  becaufe  they  were  cruelly 
perfecuted  as  Proteflants,  yet  were  fo  far  from  bear¬ 
ing  an  implacable  enmity  to  the  Romanifts,  that 
they  allowed  a  general  toleration  ^  and  the  Roman 
Catholics  to  this  day,  are  confpicuous  in  thofe  ftates, 
both  for>  the  largenefs  of  their  numbers  and  the 

D  dz  peaceablenefs 
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peaceablenefs  of  their  demeanor.  The  Swifs  Can- 
tons  know  no  diffentions,  becaufe  'fome  are  of  the 
Romifti  periuafion^  and  others  Calviniftical  Protef- 
tants.  But  the  attempts  which  have  been  made  in 
England,  lince  the  Reformation  was  introduced  into 
it,  to  render  the  religion  of  the  Church  of  Rome  the 
i^ational  religion,  and  to  exterminate  or  deprefs  the 
refoimed  church,  had  eflabliflied  an  hereditary  an¬ 
tipathy  which  is  not  yet  extind,  infomuch  that  the 
peaceable  condudt  of  this  body  of  men  for  eighty  or 
ninety  years,  has  not  been  fufficient  to  expiate  the 
mifdeeds  of  a  former  race.  It  therefore  became  the 
indifpenfable  duty  of  every  man  of  influence  to  op- 
pofe  to  this  popular  prejudice  the  force  of  truth  *,  but 
whilif  a  general  fupinenefs  prevailed  concerning  the 
principles  and  condudt  of  this  fociety,  itincreafed  in 
numbers  and  in  zeal,  under  the  influence  of  a  pVe- 
fident,  whofe  violent  and  daring  fpirit  qualified  him' 
for  creating  and  leading  a  fadtion.  This  young  no¬ 
bleman  is  defeended  from  one  of  the  moft  ancient 
and  honourable  families  in  Scotland,  fo  that  he  might 
lay  claim  to  popularity  as  a  birth- rights  whilft  a  pe¬ 
culiar  caft  of  character,  which  marked  his  whole  de¬ 
portment,  drew  the  public  attention  ;  his  Angulari¬ 
ties  pafled  for  marks  of  geniur,  and  his  drefs  and 
appearance,  which  feemed  to  have  been  copied  from 
the  age  of  puritanifm,  imprefled  the  fuperficial  mul¬ 
titude  with  a  notion  of  the  fandtity  of  his  manners  ; 
-although  under  this  difguife,  his  private  life  was  not 
confpicuous  for  a  correfponding  aufterity  Through 
the  influence  of  this  reformer,  a  petition  to  theHoufe 
of  Commons  was  drawn  up,  in  the  name  of  the  fo- 

*  Mr.  Wilkes  very  aptly  applied  to  this  Zealot,  a  trait  of  the 
charaifter  given  of  Fleetwood  Shepherd,  in  a  Latin  epitaph  : 
—  Nulla  meretrix  difpUcuit  prseter  Babylonicam/’ 

Epitaph  in  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine  for  1778. 

cietY, 
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ciety,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  acl  for  the  relief  of 
Roman  Catholics,  which  was  figned  by  vaft  numbers; 
to  attend  the  delivery  of  which,  all  true  Proteftants 
were  invited  by  hand-bills  and  advertifements  in  the 
news-papers,  to  affemblc  in  St.  George’s  Fields,  and 
to  diltinguifti  themfelves  by  wearing  blue  cockades 
in  their  hats ;  t-heir  champion,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Houfe,  having  declared  that  he  would  not 
deliver  their  petition,  unlefs  he  was  attended  by 
twenty  thoufand  men,  and  a  number  not  fhort  of 
that  were  adually  got  together.  Although  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  government  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  petition,  yet  it  either  did  not  apprehend,  or  did 
not  choofe  to  provide  againil,  any  conlequences 
which  might  arife  from  the  affembling  of  fuch  a  con- 
courfe  of  people.  The  behaviour  of  Lord  George 
Gordon,  the  popular  leader  of  this  multitude,  which 
now  befet  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  occupied 
every  avenue  to  its  entrance,  tended  greatly  to  exaf- 
perateand  inflame  his  followers.  Many  of  the  Lords 
received  perfcjnal  affronts  and  injuries  in  their  way  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  in  the  evening,  theRomifh 
chapels  belonging  to  the  Sardinian  and  Bavarian  Am- 
baffadors,  v^ere  demolifhed  and  fet  on  fire,  although 
no  proper  objects  of  their  refentment,  becaufe  the 
obnoxious  adt  of  parliament  no  ways  affedted  them. 
The  mounds  of  law  and  order  being  thus  broken 
.down,  the  dwelling-houfes  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  different  parts  of  the  town  were  difmantled,  the 
furriiture  piled  up  in  the  flreet  and  burnt,  whilft  the 
dwelfmgs  were  fet  on  fire.  The  civil  power  was  un¬ 
able  to  prevent  thefe  outrages,  and  the  few  military 
which  could  be  drawn  out,  adting  under  the  com¬ 
mand  .of  the  magiftrates,  were  not  effedlually  em¬ 
ployed  to  fupprefs  them.  A  wealthy  and  luxurious 
metropolis  muft  harbour  a  .number  of  defperate 
wretches,  who  are  only  awed  by  the  fcourge  of  the 
law  which  is  held  over  them  ;  fuch  would  not  fail  to 
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avail  themfelves  of  the  fufjoenfion  of  legal  authority^ 
to  commit  tlie  moft  atrocious  crimes.  Thefe  being 
now  colleded,  levelled  their  attacks  againft  the  places 
which  they  had  moft  reafon  to  dread,  and  the  diffe¬ 
rent  jails  were  forced  open,  the  prifoners  fet  at  li- 
berty,  and  every  thing  confurned  which  was  fufcep- 
tible  <»f  the  aclioii  of  fire.  The  dwclling-houfes  of 
feveral  Jufiicesof  Peace  fuffered  the  fame  fate,  and 
as  all  authority  and  controul  was  borne  down,  no  li¬ 
mits  could  be  fet  10  the  devaftations  which  might  fol¬ 
low.  The  dettruCtion  of  the  Bank  of  England  was 
openly  threatened,  and  the  fate  of  the  empire  feemed 
to  'lepend  upon  the  torches  of  a  ruthlefs  banditti. 
At  length,  however,  that  vengeance  which  had  fo 
long  lingered,  overtook  them  :  large  bodies  of  troops 
had  arri  ved,  and  on  the  night  of  the  7th  of  June,  the 
dreadful  expedient  of  military  execution  was  reforted 
to,  as  the  only  means  of  faving  the  capital  from  de- 
ftruCtion,  I  he  horrors  of  that  night  are  not  to  be 
delcribed  ;  between  four  or  five  hundred  perfons 
were  killed  or  wounded  *,  and  though  notices  were 
delivered  at  every  houfe,  cautioning  the  inhabitants 
not  to  quit  their  dwellings,  yet  many  innocent  and 
refpedtable  peopk  iuffered  from  random  bullets  in 
palling  the ftreets.  '  '' 

Soon  after  the  fupprellion  of  thefe  tumults,  Lord 
George  Gordon  was  taken  into  cuftody,  examined'’ 
before  leveral  lords  of  the  privy  council,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Tower*.  •  '  .  -  •  »  - 

This  ffate  of  anarchy  fufpended  the  fitting  of  par¬ 
liament  until  the  19th  of  June,  and  the  next  day  re- 
folutions  were  agreed  to,  which  tended  to  explain  the 

*  He  was  pled  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  Weftminfter- 
halJ,  on  the  5th  of  February,  1781,  on  an  indictment  for 
High  TreaPjn,  in  levying  war  againft  the  King,  and  found  by 
the  Jury,  not  guilty, 
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nati^re  of  theaft  of  parliament,  the  atterppt  to  procure 
the  repeal  of  which  had  eventually  cauled  fo  rnuch 
terror  to  the  psople,  and  brought  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  intofuch  irnminent  peril.  It  is  much  to  be  la¬ 
mented,  that  no  Inch  method  for  removirig  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  well-meaning,  but  ill-informed, 
had  been  taken  fooner.  An  end  was  put  to  the  fefli- 
bn  on  the  8th  day  of  July. 

A  general  torpor  fucceeded  this  violent  concuflion  : 
the  natipri  was  no  longer  infpired  with  the  defire  of 
obtaining  redrefs  of  the  grievances  which  it  faw^and 
felt.  In  conlequencc  of  the  tumults  in  London,  the 
whole  kingdom  was  put  under  the  difcretioniof  a  mir 
Jitary  force  ;  the  power  of  the  crown  therefore  gained 
fuch  an  afcendency,  that  the  fpirit  of  liberty  gradual¬ 
ly  melted  away,  infomuchthat  the  county  alTociations 
were  fome  time  after  deferibed,  by  a  member  of  the 
Houfeof  Commons*,  as  no  better  than  a  rope  of 
fand.  Every  thing  Teemed  tending  to  what  Mr. 
Hume  calls  the  eafiefl  death,  the  true  Euthanafia  of 
the  Britifhconftitution,  abfolute  monarchy. 

'  The  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1780 

/^mountedto  2i,T96,496lt.  The  number  of  feamen 

employed  ' 

*  Mr.  Rigby. 

t  N  A  V  Y. 

8^,000 feamen,  including  18,779  marines  4,420,000  1 

Ordinary  of  the  navy  -  -  ^  3^5>3^* 

Building,  rebuilding,  and  repairing  of  fliips  697,903 
Towards  difeharging  the  navy-debt  -  -  1,500,000 


7,003,284 

army. 

( 

i 

35,5ooeffe(5iivemen, including 4,2 1 3  invalids, 
ftafF  and  reduced  officers,  and  allowance  to  ^ 
private  gentlemen  -  -  -  U074)5^5 

New 


/ 
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employed  was  eighty-five  thoufand,  includino- 
nncs,  and  thuty-five  thoufand  Britifli  troopf  in¬ 
cluding  invalids.  No  more  than  a  million  and 
halt  of  the  navy-debt  was  difeharged,  although 


6' 
that 


New  levies  for  I  780  •  _  .  -  2^8207 

Charges  on  new  levies  from  their  com-  ^ 
mencement  to  the  end  of  1779  -  -  3o>297 

Corps  of  Lieut.  Col.  Fuil.o  ton  and  Hum-  ' 
berftone,  8,623!.  each  ;  Major-General 
Rainsford’s  regiment,  1 2 ,922!.  additional 
pay  to  Lieut.  Col.  Holroyd^s  -  -  33>356 
Out-penfionei;s  of  Cheifea  Hofpital  -  87,718 

Maintaining  forces  and  garrifons  -  1,418,059 

Five  Hanoverian  regiments  of  foot  at 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  -  -  -  56,228 


Militia  in  England,  and  fencible  men  in  '  • 
Scotland,  cloathing,  additional  compa¬ 
nies,  and  deficiencies  in  1 779  -  -  - 

Foreign  troops  ferving  in  America,  with 

the  lubfidies  -  -  -  -  571,487 

Provifions  for  ditto  -  -  .  48,801 

Artillery  for  ditto  *  -  -  -  ^7>74i 


2,958,430 


77L233 


Unprovided  ordnance  for  1779 
- - - - ordnance  for  •  780 


Extraordinaries  of  the  army 


-  591,466 

”  458,136 


648,029 


1,049,602 

2,418,805 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 


To  William  Smith,  M.  D.  for  nearly  four 
years  attendance  upon  fick  and  difeafed 
prifoners,  and  furnifliing  medicines  ‘  - 
To  the  Levant  company  -  -  - 

Roads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  *  -  -  -  - 

To  the  Truftees  of  the  Britilh  Mufeum  - 


1 ,2(50 
I  0,000 

6,997 

3,500 


Sums 


* 
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that  pernicious  ufe  of  credit  had  caufed  a  vaft  furn  to 
be  engaged  tut ;  the  extraordinaay  expences  of  the 
army  amounted  to  a, 41 8,805!.,  The  new  taxes  which 
had  been  levied  the  two  preceding  >ears,  to  pay  the 
intereft  upon  the  money  borrowed,  vvere  found  to 
have  produced  in  a  very  inadequaie  degree,  to  the 
payment  of  the  fums  for  which  they  were  appropria¬ 
ted  ;  lecourfe  was  therefore  had  to  that  collate*  al 
fecurity,  the  finking  fund,  to  make  good  this  failure. 
Indeed,  new  taxes  conftantly  prove  deficient  the 
lirlt  year,  even  if  they  are  found  to  be  as  produ6tive 
as  the  minifter  had  eftimated  them  to  be,  becaiife 
the  loan  beais  interell:  from  the  beginning  of  January, 
and  the  taxes  do  not  commence  till  midfummer. 

To 

Sums  iffued  in  purfuance  of  addrelTes  from 

the  Commons  to  his  Majefty  -  15,700 

Confining,  maintaining,  and  employing 

convicts  on  the  Thames  -  -  i4»348 

To  American  refugees  -  - 

General  furveys  in  North  America  -  *>832 

Civil  eftablilhments  in  the  ifland  of  St. 

John’s  ;  the  Colonies  of  Nova  Scotia, 

Georgia,  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida  -  18,662 

Forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coafts  of  Africa  1 3,000 
Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  So- 

merfet  Houfe  «  -  -  25,006 


168,149 

The  vote  of  credit,  Exchequer  bills,  and 
prizes  in  Lottery  of  laftyear  difcharged  -  4,890,000 

t  V 

deficiencies- 

%  •  ,  V 


In  the  fund  for  1758 

- for  1778 

In  grants  for  1779  .  - 

Land,  250,0001.  malt,  2oo,oool. 


37.373 

499,892 

300,687 

450,000 


/ 
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To  provide  for  thefe  expences,  befides  the  ufualre- 
i  fources  of  land  and  malt.  Exchequer  bills  were  re*- 
•  newed  to  the  fame  amount  as  the  former  year,  the 
finking  fund  was  to  provide  two  millions  and  a  half ; 
twelve  millions  were  borrowed  upon  annuities,  and 
480,0001.  raifed  by  a  Lottery*.  The  annuity  to 
bear  four  percent,  intereft,  and  a  farther  annuity  of 
il.  1 6s.  3d.  for  every  lool.  for  the  term  of  eight 
years  ;  the  iubfcribers  to  be  entitled  to  four  Lottery 
tickets  for  every  loool.  fubfcribed,  on  payment  of 
lol.  for  each  ticket.  The  whole  produce  of  the 
Lottery  was  to  be  diftrlbuted  into  prizes.  The  an¬ 
nual  intereft  upon  the  loan  amounted  to  696,15^^* 
which  was  provided  for  by  additional  duties  of  fix- 
pence  per  bufhel  upon  malt ;  one  penny  per  gallon 
on  low  wines ;  three-pence  upon  fpirits ;  one  fhil- 
ling  upon  brandy  and  rum  ;  four  pounds  per  ton 
upon  Portugal  wines  ;  and  eight  pounds  per  ton 
upon  French  wines,  A  duty  of  four  fhillings  was 
laid  upon  coals  exported  per  Newcaftle  chaldron. 
An  additional  duty  upon  fait  of  one  fnilling  and 
ten-pence  per  buftiel.  A  ftampt  duty  upon  the 
receipt  of  legacies,  proportionable  to  the  amount, 
as  far  as  lOol.  and  upwards.  Dealers  in  tea,  coffee 
and  chocolate,  were  required  to  pay  five  (hillings 
annually  for  a  licence  to  carry  on  their  trade; 
an  additional  duty  of  fix-pence  v/as  alfo  laid  on  all 

«»WAYS  ANE|  MEANS 
T  untl  *•  —  -  2,000,000 

Malt  -  -  -  S  -  ^ 

Annuities  on  Lottery  -  -  t  ^2,480,000 

Sinking  fund  to  5th  of  April  -  1  2,500,000 

Growing  produce  of  ditto  .  -  *>^49»542'  3 

Exchequer  bills  -  “  3,400,000 

Various  duties,  favings  and  furplulfes  -  19°^94^ 

Referved  fums  in  the  hands  of  the  pay-mafter  of 

the  forces  -  -  “  ^  ,  48,300 

Grant  in  the  5th  of  the  prefent  reign  for  build¬ 
ing  a  Lazaiet  -  -  "  5,000 

advertife- 


[  403  ] 

advertifements  in  news-papers.  This  laid  impoft 
affeded  an  article  from  whence  government  drev/ 
an  amazing  revenue,  and  which  yielded  no  proporti¬ 
onal  income  to  the  fubjed 

A  vote  of  credit  for  a  million  was  paffed  in  addi- 
.tion  to  thefe  f  applies. 

The  fcenes  of  confufion  and  devaftation  which 
we  have  juft  now  defcribed,  fatally  indicated  the 
depravity  of  the  lower  dalles  of  the  people,  and 
fhewed  that  their  propenfities  were  rather  to  fubvert 
thrn  t6  reform ;  turning  from  thefe,  let  us  purfue 
the  operaticns  of  the  war.  The  growing  maritime 
greatnefs  of  France  created  no  jealoufy  in  the  other 
kingdoms  of  Europe  ;  and  as  the  northern  powers 
derived  great  advantages,  by  furnifliing  the  mate¬ 
rials  for  this  rifing  navy,  which  it  was  fo  much  the 
intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  prevent  being  con- 

*  The  author  has  been  convinced  by  the  c?Jculation  of  a 
,  very  intelligent  printer,  and  tne  fadl  is  demonftrable  in  a  mo- 
jnent,  that  government  do  not  draw  a  lefs  revenue  from  one 
particular  morning  paper,'  by  the  duties  upon  advertifements 
and  ftamps,  than  fourteen  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and 
upwards,  a  fum,  of  which  the  profit  which  the  concern  yields 
to  the  proprietors,  is  not  a  tithe  part.'  Bu.t  even  this  is  not 
the  whole  revenue,  for  there  is  likewife  a  heavy  duty  paid 
upon  paper.  There  are  many  country  news  papers  which  are 
publifiied  only  once  a  week,  and  carried  on  by  country  prin¬ 
ters,  merely  on '  account  of  the  advantages  which  they  de¬ 
rive  hy  printing  them,  as  they  fpread  their  names  through 
the  diilridts  where  they  dwell,  and  procure  them  thereby  or¬ 
ders  in  their  different  branches  of  bufinefs,  but  yield  them  no 
profit  as  proprietors;  on  the  contrary,  arC'  rather  attended 
with  lofs,  which  is  frequently  the  cafe  ;  even  a  concern  fo  un¬ 
important  as  one  of  thefe  papers  to  the  party  wdao  condu(5ls  it, 
pays  a  revenue  to  government  of  at  leafi:  three  hundred 
pounds  ^  per  annum,  exclufive  of  the  duty  upon  paper  !  So 
aftonifhing  are  the  receipts  at  the  Exchequer  arifing  from  that 
rage  for  news  paper  reading  which  prevails  in  all  ranks  and 
conditions  1  ' 


I 
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veyed  into  her  enemy’s  ports,  a  confederacy  was 
entered  into  by  Ruflia,  Denmark,  and  Sweden, 
by  which  they  agreed  to  fit  out  fhips  of  force,  to 
proted  their  merchantmen,  in  carrying  fuch  kind 
of  freight,  as  had  generally  been  confidered  con¬ 
traband  by  belligerent  powers.  This  alliance  was 
firfl  propofed  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ralfia,  and  re¬ 
ceived  that  fpecific  form  in  which  it  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared,  in  confequence  of  the  fuggeilions  thrown 
out  by  the  court  of  Stockholm.  The  Ruffian  pov/- 
er  at  fea  had  acquired  all  its  confequence,  frpni  the 
affiftance  which  it  had  received  from  the  fiiperin- 
tendence  of  an  Englifli  Admiral,  and  the  exertions 
of  Englifh  artificers  and  officers  ;  but  prefent  interefl: 
among  princes,  is  never  facrificed  to  a  remembrance 
Of  former  obligations.  The  conduft  of  France  had 
of  late  been  highly  pleafing  to  the  court  of  Pe- 
terfburgh :  through  the  mediation  of  that  kingdom, 
an  impending  war  between  Rulfia  and  the  Porte  had 
been  averted. 

The  armed  neutrality  could  not  fail  of  being 
agreeable  to  France  and  Spain  ;  and  in  the  anfv/er 
given  to  the  declaration  of  the  Emprefs,  each  court 
expreffed  its  approbation,  whilft  Great  Britain,  in 
her  anfwer,  proteffed  to  adhere  to  the  law  of  nations, 
and  the  tenour  of  the  engagements  ftlpulated  in  a 
fubfifiing  treaty  of  commerce.  The  Dutch,  who 
enjoyed  the  greatefl  fhareof  this  carrying  trade,  not 
having  acceded  to  the  confederacy,  were  more  nar¬ 
rowly  watched  by  the  B.ritifh  fhips,  and  were  not 
permitted  to  tranfport  any  articles  of  naval  llores  to 
the  ports  of  France  and  Spain.  Such  lliips,  when- 
,ever  they  were  met,  were  carried  into  an  Englifh 
port,  their  cargoes  unloaded,  and  the  price  of  them 
paid  by  government,  after  which  the  fhip  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  depart.  M^ch  artifice  and  collufion  was 
pradifed  in  many  of  thefe  tranfadlions ;  for  the  car¬ 
goes,  being  frequently  brought  to  a  better  market. 
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they  may  be  fuppofed  not  feldom  to  have  been  (hip¬ 
ped  for  the  purpofe  of  being  taken.  The  republic 
of  Holland  loudly  complained  of  this  conduft,  as  a 
breach  of  the  law  of  nations,  particularly  when  the 
greatefh  part  of  a  large  fleet  was  brought  into 
Portfmouth  by  Capt.  Fielding,  a  powerful  fquadron 
being  afligned  him  for  that  purpofe,  but  no  real 
injury  was  at  any  time  fuftained. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1780,  a  fleet,  confid¬ 
ing  of  21  fhips  of  the  line,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  George  Rodney,  proceeded  to  the  relief  of  Gi¬ 
braltar.  This  fortunate  commander  had  not  been 
many  days  at  fea,  before  he  fell  jn  with  15  fail  of 
Spanifli  (hips,  laden  with  naval  (lores  and  provifi- 
ons,  from  St.  Sebaftian,  (the  mod  north  eadern 
port  of  Spain,  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay)  bound  to  Ca- 
^  diz,  which  were  efcorted  by  a  Spanifh  man  of  war 
of  64  guns,  and  five  frigates,  all  of  which  were  ta¬ 
ken.  Eight  days  after  *,  upon  doubling  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  a  Spanifh  fleet,  confiding  of  n  fail  of  the 
line,  under  the  command  of  Don  Juan  de  Langara 
was  defcried,  which  he  immediately  bore  down  upon, 
keeping  nearer  to  the  fhore  than  the  enemy,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  efcaping  into  any  port ;  which  by  the 
diredtion  in  which  the  wind  then  blew,  was,  in  the 
marine  phrafe,  keeping  the  lee-gage.  The  en¬ 
gagement  began  about  four  o’clock  in,  the  afternoon, 
and  after  it  had  continued  near  40  minutes,  one  of 
the  Spanifh  fhips  of  70  guns  blew  up,  and*  600 
men,  who  were  on  board  her,  perifhed.  Soon  af¬ 
ter  which  the  battle  was  changed  to  a  flight  on  the 
part  of  the  Spaniards.  During  the  night,  which 
immediately  came  on,  the  Britifh  fhips  purfued  the 
enemy  through  a  great  fea,  the  weather  proving 
tempeduous,  and  the  next  morning  the  fleet  had 


^  January  16,  1780. 
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aproached  towards  the  fhoals  of  St.  Lucar.  Four 
Spanifh  men  of  war  were  carried  into  Gibraltar, 
among  which  was  the  Admiral’s  Ihip  :  two  other 
fhips  were  taken,  but  being  afterwards  driven  on 
fhore,  the  one  was  loft,  and  the  other  refcued. 
This  fignal  fuccefs  was  obtained  by  the  lofs  of  only 
32  men  killed,  and  102  wounded.  The  vanquifhed 
fleet  confifted  of  14  fail,  but  three  fhips  had  been 
leparated  from  the  reft  juft  before  the  engagement. 
The  fcene  of  this  memorable  adlion  was  the  very 
fame  as  that  on  which  Bofcawen  efFedled  the  de- 
ftrucfion  of  De  la  Clue’s  fquadron  in  the  laft  war, 
only  the  purfuit  was  made  in  oppofite  diredtions. 
Bofcawen  completed  his  triumph  on  the  coaft  where 
Rodney  began. 

Gibraltar  being  now  furnifhed  with  the  neceftary 
fupplies,  the  garrifon  reinforced  with  a  new  raifed 
regiment,  and  fome  veflels  difpatched  to  Port  Ma¬ 
hon,  Sir  George  Rodney  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies 
with  a  part  of  the  fleet  •,  the  reft,  with  the  Spanifti 
prizes,  returned  to  England,  under  the  command 
.  of  Admiral  DIgby,  who,  in  his  way,  captured  a 
French  man  of  war  of  64  guns,  which  was  one  of 
a  convoy  to  a  fleet  of  tranfports  deftined  for  the 
ifland  of  Mauritius. 

The  death  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  which  hap¬ 
pened  in  May  1780,  caufed  the  fleet  for  the  chan¬ 
nel  fervice  to  be  put  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Geary,  who  failed 'to  the  weft  ward  the  beginning  of 
June  ;  but  as  no  jundlion  was  formed  of  the  French 
and  Spanifli  fleets,  no  enemy  appeared  to  difpute 
the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean.  In  July  he  fell  in 
with  a  large  homeward  bound  fleet  of  French  mer¬ 
chantmen  from  Port-au-Prince,  and  captured  twelve 
fail  of  them  ;  but  returning  into  port  a  month  after. 
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he  tjuitted  the  command,  and  waS  fucceeded  by 
Admiral  Darby.. 

Commodore  Johnflone,  with  a  fmall  fquadron  of 
fhips,  was  ftationed  this  furnmer  off  the  coaft  of 
Portugal,  where  (everal  French  fhips  of  force,  and 
fome  rich  Spanifh  veflels  were  captured.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  had  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  was  no  lefs  confpicuous 
as  one  of  the  commiffioners,  who  went  out  to  offer 
terms  of  peace  to  America  ;  as  a  naval  commander 
he  (hewed  great  vigilance  and  addrefsi 

Hitherto  the  foreign  events  which  had  turned  up  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year  had  proved  remarkably_fortu- 
nate  for  the  intereft  of  this  country ;  infomuch  as  to 
have  refcued  it  from  that  danger  of  immediate  ruin 
which  feemed  to  threaten  it ;  but  in  abatement  to  this 
tide  of  fuccefs,  the  Spanifh  fleet,  commanded  by 
Don  Louis  de  Cordova,  took  five  of  our  Eaft-India 
fhips  outward  bound,  and  a  confiderable  number  of 
merchantmen,  on  their  voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies. 
However,  the  confequences  attending  this  lofs,  were 
by  no  means  fo  feverely  felt  by  the  nation,  as  the 
capture  of. an  equal  number  of  fhips,  homeward- 
bound,  would  have  been  ;  for  being  principally 
freighted  with  the  mani^fadtures  of  the  country,  it 
ferved  to  furnifh  additional  employment  for  the  la¬ 
borious  part  of  the  community,  at  the  expence  of 
the  wealthy. 

The  condud  which  had  been  puffued  by  Spain 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  plainly  proves  the  long-concert¬ 
ed  plan  which  had  been  formed  of  breaking  with 
Great-Britain  ;  for  war  was  declared  at  Porto  Rico, 
a  few  days  after  the  delivery  of  the  refcript  in 
London.  Such  a  conduit,  a  Spanifti  Manifefto 
had  warmly  reprobated  on  the  part  of  Great- 

Britain 
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Britain  towards  France  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  the 
fame  paper  had  predicted,  that  fimilar  proceed¬ 
ings  iyad  been  fecretly  determined  upon  againii  the 
polleflions  of  Spain  at  the  Manillas,  but  in  thefe 
apprehenfions  time  has  proved  the  court  of  Spain  to 
have  been  miltaken. 

The  principal  objedt  with  the  Spaniards,  was; 
to  recover  the  Floridas ;  but  whilll  a  force  was 
colledting  for  this  purpole  by  Don  Bernardo  de 
Galvez,  the  Spanllh  Governor  of  Louifiana,  a  fmall 
force  was  Jent  from  Jamaica,  againlt  Omoa, 
Spanifh  fettlement  on  the  Miifquito  fnore,  which 
W'as  loon  taken,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
enemy  ;  but  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  place  caufed 
it  to  become  the  grave  of  the  brave  men  who  tub- 
dued  it.  Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  on  the  Leeward 
ifland  ftation,  took  and  deftroyed  a  large  nurnber 
of  velfels  on  the  coaft  of  Martinico,  which  had 
failed  from  France  for  the  fupply  of  that  ifland. 
Several  French  frigates  were  likewife  taken.  Ad¬ 
miral  Rodney  thrice  engaged  the  French  fleet  in 
the  Well-Indies,  commanded  by  M.  de  Guichen^, 
without  any  decifive  confequences  ;  although  the 
palm  of  vidtory  was  juffly  claimed  by  the  Englifh 
Admiral,  notwdthftandingliis  force  was  confiderably 
inferior,  and  in  the  firlt  aftion,  he  was  badly  fe- 
tonded  by  many  fliips  in  his  fleet.  The  Hon.  Capt. 
St.  John,  of  the  Intrepid,  and  three  of  his  Lieute¬ 
nants,  were  killed.  The  dreadful  hurricanes  which 
fpread  defolation  over  many  parts  of  the  Weft-India 
iflands  fome  time  after,  proved  fatal  to  the  Ihips  of 
both  nations  in  thofe  feas. 

The  operations  of  this  campaign  in  America  were 
carried  onto  the  fouthward  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
in  perfon,  who,  in  order  to  provide  a  fufficient  force 
for  an  expedition  againft  Charleflown,  found  it  ne- 

*  April  17,  May  15  and  19,  1780. 
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ceiTary  to  evacuate  Rhode  Ifland,  although  a  pof- 


i'eHion  of  great  importance  on  account  of  its  valua¬ 
ble  haven  ;  a  voluntary  fur  render  'of  it,  therefore^ 


iurnifhed  a  melancholy  proof  of  the  difparity  of  the 
force  employed  in  this  war  to  the  objedts  fought* 
The  French  iiiVmediately  lock  poflejlion  of  a  place 


Charleftown  furrendered  on  the  13  th  of  May,  1780, 
foon  after  which  Sir  Henry,  Clinton  returned  10 


*  .  -  r  ..  «  /  -/  •  •  , 

New  York,  and  Earl  Cornwallis  became  Command- 
er  in  Chief  in  South,  Carolina,  who  three  months 
after,  found  himfelf  likely  to  be  difpofleffed  of  the 
whole  province,  the  capital  excepted,  by  General 
Gates,  ihe^conqueror  of  Burgoyne,  who  command¬ 
ed  a  cpnfiderable  army  of  Americans.  In  this  ex- 


tremity  the  Britilh  General  engaged  and  defeated 
an  enemy  almoft  five  times  his  numbers  at  Cam¬ 


den  ;  but  even  this  noble  atchievement  was  not 
fiifficient  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  province  to  the  caufe  for  which  they  fought: 


I^niained  unfubdued,  and  upon  every  occafi- 
on  which  offered,  ^this  inveteracy  appeared  in  hoftile 
adts.  During/the  whole  of  the  campaigri.  Lieute¬ 
nant  Colonel  Tarlton  highly  diftinguilTied  himfelf 
in  a  variety  of  rencounters.^ 

Many  were  the  adtions  at  fea  between  the  fhips 
of  England  and  France,  in  which  the  fuperiority  of 
Britifii  icarnanflijp  and  courage  appeared  uniformly 
and  cgnlpicuoufly  which,  .wjiijft  it  feemed  war¬ 
rant  the  claim  of  thefe  iflands  to  the  fovereignty  of 
the  ocean,  ferved  to  encourage  the  hope  that  the 
prefent  (harp  and  doubtful  conteft  would  iffuein  the 
full  eftablifliment  of  "their  claim. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Rupture  ivitb  the  United  States — Proceedings  in  Parlia- 
ment — Operations  at  Sed~ln  the  fVeJi- Indies — On  the 
American  Continent  i  , 

The  nation  was  now  greatly  relieved  from  thofc 
portents,  which  had  afeded  not  only  its 
welfare,  but  its  very  being.  The  menaced  invafion 
from  France  was  no  longer  thought  of^  nor  is  it 
likely  that  it  was  ever  fenouffy  intended.  The 
people  were  again  at  leifure  fo  attend  to  the  conduct 
which  parliament  would  purfue  when  it  fhould  be 
alTembled.  It  was  for  the  legiflative  body  to  decide 
in  the  conteft  between  government  and  the  people^ 
and  the  intcrefts  of  the  latter  were  likely  to  be  re¬ 
garded  by  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  was  in 
‘the  immediate  view  of  reftgning  its  delegated  fun£ti- 
ons.  As  it  was  not  the  intention  of  government  to 
gratify  the  people,  it  became  neceflary  to  provide 
the  means  of  defeating  their  applications,  for  which 
purpofe  the  parliament  was  fuddenly  dilTolved,  and 
a  new.  one  fummoned  to  meet  on  the  31ft  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1780. 

The  terms  on  which  this  country  flood  with  the 
Dutch  had  long  been  latently  inimical.  The  re- 
ftraints  which  their  carj-ying  trade  had  been  laid 
under  in  the  laft  war,  at  which  they  murmured,  but 
which  they  dared  not  refent,  had  not  been  carried 
to  the  fame  feverities  in  the  prefent  flate  of  hofti- 
lities.  The  partiality  which  that  republic,  particu¬ 
larly  the  province  of  Amfterdam,  fhewed  to  the 
interefts  of  France  as  well  as  to  thofe  of  America, 
were  feen  v/ith  great  dilTatisfadlion  by  the  court  of 
London.  Many  attempts  had  been  made  by  Ame¬ 
rican 
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rican  agents  to  hegociate  a  loan  in  Holland;  Which 


had  not  proved  luccefsful,  but  the  outlines  of  a 
commercial  treaty  had  been  iecretly  adjufted  in 
September  17)8,  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  by  the  orders 
and  inftru<fbons  of  M.  Van  Berkel,  codnlellor  and 
penfionary  of  the  city  of  Amflerdam,  with  a  c(«m~ 
miflioner  on  the  part  of  the  Congrefs.  The  alfft- 
ance  which  the  Dutch  rriight  be  brought  to  render 
to  America,  either  in  an  open  or  private  rri^nner,  if 
a  refpedtabie  perfonage,  properly  empowered  by 
Congrefs,  llioiild  refide  at  Amllerdam,  induced' 
Mr.  Laurens,  the  Prefident  of  that  Congrefs,  to 
undertake  to  tranfa(!:t  the  concerns  of  America  with 
that  republic  ^  but  on  his  voyage,  the  fliip  in  which 
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plicilly  admitted.  To  qualify  this  meafure  it  nitlfl. 
be  obferved,  that  fuch  a  radical  defe(tb  had  long' 
prevailed  in  the  government  and  genius  of  the 
Dutch,  that  the  rnaritime  force  poffeffed  by  that  re¬ 
public  feemsto  have  funk  in  a  like  propoitiun  .to  the, 
advancement  of  the  ftrength  of  this  country.  A, 
well  informed  politician  feveral.  years,  ago,  pro¬ 
nounced  the  Dutch  commonwealth  to  be  in  a. 
ftate  of  diffghition  ;  and  not  to, have,  either  with¬ 
out  or  within  herfelf,  thofe  means  of  recovery,  by. 
conjunctures  and  by  charaCter,  that  fhe  has  had, on 
feveral  occafions,  from  the  time  her  government  was, 
fuft  formed.'’ 

When  the  new  Parliament  affembled,  after  the 
Chriftmas  recefs,  Mr.  Burke  attempted  again  to 
introduce  his  plan  of  ccconomy,  but  with  worfe 
fuccefs  than  the  preceding  felTion.  In  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech  upon  this  occaCon,  he  afferted,  that  the, 
King  of  France  had  abolifhed  606  ufelefs  offices,  by, 
which  reduction  he  had  provided  himfelf  with  the, 
means  for  carrying  on  the  war,  without  laying  a- 
fingle  additional  tax  upon  the  peopV.. 

The  French  minifter  of  finance  had  delivered  to 
the  King  his  mafier,  about  that  time,  an  ample.de- 
laij  of  the  reformations  he  had  introduced,  and 
pointed  out  a  var,iety  of  means  by  which  ,the  ftate 
might  be  effentially  benefited  in  future.  It  was  a 
new  thing  in  France,  for  a  full,  clear, ^  and  explicit 
ftate  of  the  finances  to  be  laid  before  the  people,,  and. 
it  may  aftonifli  an  Englifh  to  hear  the  French  mini¬ 
fter .  declare,  that  the,  public  Bank  of  France,  has 
never  been  in  advance  on  account  of  government ; 
but  the  royal  treafury  has  conftantly  a  capital  in  bank 
of  fome  millions  (of  livres).  This  bank,  therefore,,, 
has  not  been  of  any  direCl  utility  to  the  royal  trea- 
fury,  and  the  intereft  of  government  in  the  luccefs 
of  its  eftablifhment,  has.  been  no  other  than  the 
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’profpenty  of  commerce,  the  fnoderating  the  mterell 
of  money,  ancl  giving  a/greater  activity ‘to  circul'a- 
tipn.” — Such  pi’obaly  will  never  be  the  fta'te  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  this  country.  The  Exchequer  is  never 
likely  to  becon-ie  the  great  fprihg  of  public  cre¬ 
dit,  and  the  great  fcene  of  all  tranfadioris  'relative 
to  public  receipts  and  payments.**  The  rhohied 
ihtereft  commands  even  government  itfelf;  the 
'public,  like  an  extravagant  fpendthfift,  beihg  ob¬ 
liged  to  deal  with  ufurers  on  their  own  terms,  al¬ 
though  the  landed  men  are  'the  true  owners  of  the 
political  veffel,  the  monied  men,  as  fucli,  are  ho 
more  than  paffengers  in  it. 

Sir  George  Saville  prefehted  h  petition,  fighed  By 
thirty-two  frediolders  of  the  cbhfederated  counties, 
known  by  the  name  of  Delegittes,  which  was  fe- 
jeded,  on  the  ground  tiiat  a  petition  fighed  by  thirty- 
two  perfons  on  fuch  a  national  concern,  carried 
no  apparent  weight  or  importance,  and  the  idea  of 
thofe  gentlemen  being  delegated  by  fcveral  counties 
in  England,  could  not  be  admitted,  becaufe  the 
conllitutioh  knows  no  fuch  body  of  men  as  couhty 
delegates,  except  thofe  within  the  walls  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons. — So  different  is  the  language  ufed  at 
the  commencement  and  towards  the  clofe  of  a  Par¬ 
liament  ! 

In  this  ftriiggle  between  government  and  the 
people,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  principles  on 
which  the  party  diftindions  of  Whig  and  Tory 
had  been  founded,  feem  to  have  been  loft,  and  thofe 
who  ft’ll  chofe  to  be  known  by  fuch  names,  had 
apparently  changed  fides ;  for,  if,  as  a  learned  Me¬ 
tropolitan  obferved  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the 
condudof  the  Whigs  was  not  whigifm,  but  whig- 
ifm  run  mad,  a  like  phrenfy  may  be  faid  to  have 
feized  the  Tories.  The  principles  of  foryifm  ninety 
years  ago,  and  from  thence  down  to  the  prefent 
reign,  were  utterly  repugnant  to  a  corrupt  influence 
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in  the  two  Houfes  of  Par-liament* 
that  the  body  of  the  Vv^hlo;s  are  now 
againlt  the  pov/ei  of  Parliament,  as 
the}  Vv’eie  formerly  againit  ihe  power  of  the  crown, 
and  that  the  Tories  are  as  yielding  to  the  increafe 
of  inflaence  which  the  crown  has  acquired,  as  they 
were  formerly  to  the  claims  of  prerogative,  it  may 
be  anfvvered,  that  Itill  the  political  principles  to  v/hich 
each  are  attached,  are  very  different  from  thofe 
wnich  divided  their  forefathers.  The  W^higs,  when 
the}  iupjDorted  the  power  of  Parliament,  meant  to 
form  a  barrier  againft  the  encroachments  of  regal 
power,  and  every  Tory  will  fnrely  admit,  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  is  very  different  from  the 
power  of  the  crown.  The  diftinguiflfing  charadter- 
illics  of  each  party,  are,  at  length,  loft  in  the  chan¬ 
ges  incidental  to  human  afifairs,  and  one  grand  and 
important  national  object  now  ought  to  engage  the 
public  attention.  It  is  indeed  high  time  that  all  par¬ 
ty  names  fhould  be  done  away ;  they  ferve  only  to 
narrow  and  degrade  the  fentimients  and  views  of 
mankind,  and  the  times  render  it  neceffary  that 
the  new  diilinftionsxfhould  take  place,  riot  as  badg¬ 
es  of  petulance  and  ill-will,  or  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
that  the  virtuous,  the  good,  and  the  wife,  may  ar¬ 
range  themfelves  under  either,  as  education,  preju¬ 
dices,  and  family  attachment  influence  tlrem,  biit 
fuch  diflinclions  as  mull  in  their  very  nature  diferi- 
rrinate  between  the  lover  of  his  country,  and  the 
betrayer  of  it.  The  nation,  at  this  time,  ought  to 
be  divided  into  thofe  who  claim  from  their 
reprefentatives,  and  from  the  legiflation  in  general, 
a  provident  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  and  a 
fmeere,  ftrenuous  and  judicious  attention  to  intro¬ 
duce  an  univerfal  fyftem  of  oeconomy,  and  thofe 
felPintereftcd  and  rapacious  harpies,  who  become 
important  by  the  fpoils  pf  tlieir  country.  ^ 

The 
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The  public  fervice  of  the  year  17B1  called  for 


22,451,5371.  ^  to  provide  for  which,  the  ordinary 


means. 


#  N  A  V  Y. 


90,000  feamen,  including  20,317  ma- 


4,680,000 

380,261 


rines 

Ordinary  of  the  navy 


Building,  rebuilding,  and  repairing  (hips  670,016 
Towards  difeharging  the  navy  debt  1,500,000 


7,236,227 


ARMY. 


30,666,  including  4213  invalids,  flaff 
and  reduced  officers,  allowance  to  pri¬ 
vate  gentlemen  -  -  1 072,357 

Charge  of  80  independent  .companies  of 

foot  -  -  117,608 

Deficiency  on  the  fums  to  defray  the  pay 
of  two  battalions  of  Lord  John  Mur¬ 
ray’s  regiment  for  1780  ■  -  1,108 

Out~penfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital  -  91,604 

Maintaining  forces  and  garrifons,  ^c.  1,488,927 

Five  Hanoverian  battalions  r  56,075 


2>827,979 


Militia  in  England,  and  fencible  men  in 
Scotland,  cloathing,  and  additional 
companies  and  deficiencies  in  1780 


78.6,600 

581,985 

49^373 


Foreign  troops  ferving  in  America 
Provifions  for  ditto 
Artillery  for  ditto  - 


27,684 


659,042 


Unprovided  ordnance  for  1780 


— - - ordnance  for  1781 

Extraordinaries  for  the  army 


3,443,218 


MISCELLANEOUS  S  E  R  V  IjC  E  S. 


To  William  Smith,  M.  D.  for  attending- 


prifoners  aiid  furniffiing  medicines 
To  the  Levant  company 
Roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland 


1,200 

800 

4>995 
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means,  and  fome  extraordinary  helps  derived  from 
the  two  great  companies  of  the  Eall  India  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Bank  of  England,  twelve  millions 
were  borrowed  ;  and  in  this  tranfadion  the  mini- 
fter  adopted  a  new  plan  of  condiid  :  in  or¬ 
der  to  leffen  the  immediate  weight  ^of  intereil  he 

added 


Sums  ifTued  in  purfuance  of  addreifes  from 
the  Commons  to  his  Majefty 
Convi(5ts  on  the  Thames 
Ameridan  refugees- 
General  furveys  in  North  America 
Civil  eftablifliments  in  America 
Torts  and  fettleinents  on  the  coahs  of 
Africa  -  •  - 

Towards  carrying  on  the  building  of  So- 
merfet'houle  -  ” 

To  the  fufFerers  at  Barbadocs,  8o,oool.  at 
Jamaica,  40,000!.  '  •  -  -  ’ 

o  purchafe  lands  for  fecuring  the  dock¬ 
yards  and  ftorcs  at  Chatham,  Ply¬ 
mouth,  and  Sheernefs,  aud  for  the 
•  better  defending  the  palfage  of  the 
river  Thames  at  Gravefend  and  Tilbu¬ 
ry  fort  -  -  _ 

To  rebuilding  Newgate,  the  Xing's- 
bench  and  Fleet  prifons 
To  fuch  fufFerers  by  the  riots  injune  i  y8o, 
who  loll  to  the  value  of  lool.  or  lefs 


22,222 

15,488 

57»9*o 

207. 

19,985 

■  j 

13,000 

36,207 

I 

120,000 


34^^73 

t  r  I 

35,000 

3,200 


The  vote  of  credit.  Exchequer-bills,  and 
prizes  in  Lottery  of  lall  year  difeharged 
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245,687 
4,880,000 
E  S. 


Jn  the  fund  for  1 7  5  8 
Ditto  "  *778 

Ditto  ^779 

Deficiency  of  grants  for  1780 
Land-tax  and  malt  •=• 


3 1 ,000 
1 91  >664 
193,663 

422,74*5 
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added  a  vafl:  load  to  the  funded  debt.  It  feemed 
as  if  the  continuance  of  the  war  ferved  only  to  in~ 
creafe  the  ability  of  the  nation  to  maintain  it;  two 
years  before,  eight  millions  could  not  be  procured, 
now  oflers  were  made  of  three  times  the  fums  want¬ 
ed.  The  lubicribers  to  this  loan  for  every  hundred 
pounds  contributed  obtained  150/.  in  annuities,  after 
the  rate  of  3  per  cent  per  annum^  and  an  additional 
annuity  of  25/.  at  4  per  cent,  per  anntm^  which  rate 
of  intereft  was  to  be  continued  until  the  annuity 
fhpuld  be  redeemed  ;  fo  that  this  year  added  18  rnil- 
lions  to  the  3  percent,  (locks,  and  3  millions  to  the 
^percent,  which  new  created  funds,  for  the  fervice 
of  a  fingle  year,  greatly  exceeded  the  fum  which  the 
minilter,  nihe  years  before,  had  flattered  the  nation 
with  the  hopes  of  paying  off  in  the  courfe  of  ten 
years*.  48q,ooo/.  were  raifed  by  a  lottery,  the  tic¬ 
kets  in  vyhich  were  diftributed  amon,^  theTubferibers, 
in  the  proportion  of  four  tickers  for  every  thoufand 
pounds  fubferibed. 

WARSanpME  A  IjIS, 


Land  -  -  « 

Mak  -  .  - 

Annuities  and  Lottery- 
Sinking  fund  to  Jah.  5,  1781  - 

Ditto  to  the  5tli  of  April  ‘ '  T 
Growing  produce  pf  ditto 


2,000,00© 
750,000 
*  25,48,0,000 
288,347.  ’ 

757,087 
1,854,566 


Exchequer  bills  -  -  - 

Various  duties,  furplulTes  and  favings 
Arrears  from  the.Eaft-India  Company 
The  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  for  a  renewal  of* 
their  charter;  lent  for  three  years, 
at  3  jper  cent,  per  annum  * 
’Seepage  75,' 


2,900,000 

3,400,000 

262,917 

400^00 


2,000,000 

The 
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The  intereft  upon  this  loan  amounted  to  660,000/. 
The  facility  with  which  a  provifion  v\as  made 
for  raifing  this  heavy  annual  demand  is  really 
aftonifhing.  An  additional  of  5  fer  cent,  was  laid 
upon  all  duties  paid  to  the  excife,  except  on  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  duties  on  malt^  beer,  foap,  candles  and 
leather.  Alldifcounts  or  abatepaents  in  the  cuftoms 
were  abolifhed.  The  time  allowed  to  the  Eaft.India 
Company,  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  upon  the 
merchandize  fold  at  their  fales,  was  reduced  from 
nine  to  three  months  from  the  termination  of  each 
fale.  An  additional  duty  of  one  penny  three  far¬ 
things  per  pound  weight  was  laid  upon  tobacco  im¬ 
ported,  and  lour  fhillings  and  eight-pence  per  hun¬ 
dred  weight  upon  all  fugar,s  imported  into  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  Several  regulations  were  made  in  the  duty  up¬ 
on  paper,  and  an  additional  flamp  was  laid  upon 
fheet  Almanacks  ;  from  the  produce  of  which  ftamp 
duty  500/.  per  annum  was  granted  to  the  Uniyerfi- 
ties  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  in  lieu  of  a  fum  for- 
merly  paid  to  them  by  the  Stationer’s  Company  for 
the  privilege  of  printing  Almanacks.  The  finking 
fund  now  received  an  annual  augmentation  of 
190,000/.  which  accrued  to  it  by  fome  of  the  c\.pr 
cent,  funds  being  reduced  to  3  per  cent,  (agreeable  to 
the  terms  on  which  the  debt  had  been  contradtedj 
and  the  falling  in  of  fome  life  annuities.  Lord  North 
Ifaled  the  produce  of  that  fund,  with  this  increafe, 
to  have  rifen  to  upwards  of  three  millions.  The  fums 
which  were  expefted  to  be  brought  into  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  in  confequence  of  the  ferutiny  made  by  the 
Cbmmiflioners  of  Accounts  (nothing  had  yet  been 
produced  to  the  public  by  thefe  enquiries)  Lord  North 
propofed  to  apply  to  the  redudion  of  the  navy  debt, 
which  had  grown  to  an  enormous  magnitude.  A  vote 
of  credit  for  a  million  cornpletcd  the  bufmefs  of 

finance. 
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finance.  The  feflioii  was  not  ended  until  the  1 8th 
of  July. 

Thc'ludden  and  unexpecSted  commencement  of 
hoflilities  againft  the  Dutch  caulcd  their  valuable 
commerce  to  become  a  prey  to  Britjfh  fliips,  and  a 
large  nunjber  of  their  learnen  to  be  detain  captives 
in  England. '  '  In  the  Weft  Indies,  the  ifland  of  St. 
Euftatius,  which,  during  the  war,  had  been  a  moft 
beneficial  mart  of  traffic,  both  for  the  French  and 
Americans^  was  reduced  by  Sir  George  Rodney  and 
General  Vaughan.  The  ifiand,  although  highly  im¬ 
portant  to  the  Dutch  in  a  corhmercial  view,  is  no 
more  than  a  barren  rock,  incapable  of  providing  de¬ 
fence  or  fubfiftence  for  its  inhabitants.-  The  city  of 
Amfterdam  was  chiefly  concerned  in  this  trade,  but 
many  Englifti  merchanfs  were  alfo  largely  embarked 
in  It,  as  well  as  in  the  carrying  trade.  Our  whole 
force  in  the  Weft  .Indies  was  brought  againft  this 
fpot,  fo  th.at  the  governor,  unable  to  make  any  de¬ 
fence,  furrendered  at  diferetion.  The  ftritifh  com¬ 
mander  dealt  the  full  meafure  of  punilhment  to  aft 
upon  the  iftand  with  an  iniplacable  feverity ;  private 
property  was  feized  without  mercy,  and  the  vindic¬ 
tive  fpirit-which  didated  the  orders  and  their  execu¬ 
tion,  fcarcely^'  left  the  milerable  relidents,  particular¬ 
ly  the  Jews,  the  means  of  fubfiftence ;  they  were 
deprived  of  their  very  provifions.  A  Dutch  fleet  of 
merchant  (hips  confifting  of  30  veffels,  and  a  64  gim 
fhip  which  convoyed  them,  and  had  juft  failed,  were 
purfued,  and  the  whole  taken  ;  but  the  greateft  part 
of  the  merchant  Ihips  were  afterwards  captured  by 
the  French,  near  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  on  their  vov- 
age  to  England.  The  ifland  of  St.  Martin,  and  the 
fettlements  of  Demarary  and  Eftequibo,  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  South  America,  were  foon  after  reduced. 

Thus 
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Thus  was  one  great  objedl  in  breaking  with  Hol¬ 
land  accomplilhed  :  another  was  to  prevent  their 
trade  to  the  Baltic,  to  eftedt  which,  Vice  A*cimiral 
Hyde  Parker,  was  Tent  out  with  five  line  of  battle 
fhips,  one  of  fifty  guns,  and  five  large  frigates  to 
intercept  a  Dutch  fleet,  which  he  met  with  off  the 
Bank,  coniifting  of  eight  two  decked  line 
of  battle  fhips,  and  ieveral  large  frigates ;  thefe  were 
convoy  to  a  fleet  ot  merchantmen  going  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  With  the  true  fpirit  of  a  Britifh  feamen,  he 
engaged  the  enemy,  although  fo  much  fuperior  in 
numbers.  The  battle  was  obftinate*,  and  proved 
that  the  Dutch  had  not  loft  that  firmnefs  in  time  of 
adlion,  which  had  been  fo  confpicuous  in  the  contefts 
between  the  two  powers  in  the  laft  century.  The 

maintained  for  almoft  four  hours, 
when  the  fhips  of  each  fquadron  becoming  unma¬ 
nageable,  they  lay  to  for  a  confiderable  time  near 
each  other,  but  at  length  the  Dutch  fnips  of  war, 
with  their  merchantmen,  bore  away  for  the  Texe!, 
and  one  of  their  fixty-four  gun  (hips  funk.  The 
Englifli,  in  this  hard  conteft,  loft  in  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  443  men.  In  confequence  of  this  adion,  the 
Dutch  Baltic  fl  eet  was  unable  to  purfue  its  voyage. 
Parker  returned  home  in  dirguft,  at  not  being  fent 
out  with  a  (ufficient  force.  The  additional  lliips 
which  he  afked  for  had  been  withheld  from  him, 
without  any  fpecific  fervice  being  affignedthem  ;  and 
though  his  Sovereign  paid  him  peculiar  attention  in 
vifiting  him  on  board  his  fhip  at  Chatham,  the  vete¬ 
ran  flruek  his  flag,  and  withdrew  from  the  fervice. 
The  natioii  had  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  fee  thofe 
officers  who  were  moft  diftinguiftied  for  the  length 
and  eminence  o/  their  fervices,  retiring  with  gloomy 
difeontent,  at  the  condud  of  the  marine  minifter, 
that  this  inftance  was  obferved  as  a  common  occur¬ 
rence.  although  no  circumftance  in  the  then  critical 
.  .  fituation 
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fituation  of  the  empire  could  be  a-more  warrantable 
caule  of  alarm,  or  a  more  neceflary  fubjedl  for  in- 
veliigation. 

The  operations  againft  the  Dutch  were  not  con¬ 
fined  to  thefe  objeds.  Commodore  Johnftohe  was 
invefted  witlvtHe  command' of  a  fquadron  deftined 
to  attack-  the  Cape  of  Good'Hope  ;  from  whence  he 
was  to  proceed  to  the  Spanilh  fettlement  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plato  of  South  America, 
where  a  dangerous  infurredion  had  given  great  alarm 
to,  the  court  pf  Madrid'  -  OurMiniftry  had  been  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  pofture  of  affairs  in  thofe  parts  by  a 
pjieft,  who  had'been  fent  aprifoncr  from  thence  to 
Spain,  for  his  condiKtf  in  fomenting-  this  civil  com¬ 
motion,  but  the  (hip  in  which  he  was  embarked, 
happened  to  be  'taken  by  an  Englifh  cruifer.  This 
man  accompanied  the  Commodore  on  the  expedition. 
The  republic  of,  Holland,  unable  to  make  head 
againft  this  attack,  was  obliged  to  feek  protedion 
from  Fiance,  and  a  fxcet  was  fent  out  from  Breft,  of 
fuperior  force,  dn  order  to  counterad  the  defignsof 
Commodore  Johnftone,  whofe  exad  ftrength  was 
well  known  to  the  French  Commander^  M.  de  Suf- 
frein,  wvho  came  upWyith  the  Britifh  fleet  at  the  Cape 
de-Verd  iflands,  and  attacked  it  whilft  lying  under 
the  protedioa  of  the  Portuguefe  flag;  in  the  fmall 
ifland  of  St.-  Jago,  feveral  outward-bound  Eaft-In- 
diamen  being  in  company.  The  French  were,  how¬ 
ever,  difgracefLiiiy  beaten  oflT,  with  great  lofs  and 
damage  ;.;but  as  they  reached  the  Cape  before  the 
Britifh,  Comrnander,  the  attempt  upon  that  place  was 
effedually  fruitiated,'  and  the  French  became  adual 
,mafters  of  the  leUlement  and  harbour.  Five  home¬ 
ward  bound  Dutch  Eaft  Indiamen  were  afterwards 
furprized  by  Johnftone,  four  of  which  he  captured, 
the  other  was  burnt  by  its  crew.  It  was  now  found 
neceflary  to  relinquifh  the  objeds  of  the  expedition. 
The  fhips  deftined  for  the  Eaft  Indies  proceeded 
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on  their  voyage  thither,  and  the  commodore  return- 
ed  home  with  his  prizes. 

The  immenle  quantity  of  merchandize  found  on 
the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  detained  Admiral  Rod¬ 
ney  for  a  confiderable  time  on  that  ipot,  and  although 
a  large  fleet  was  expedted  to  arrive  from  France, 
which  Sir  Samuel  Hood  was  cruifing  with  the  Britifli 
•  fleet  to  intercept,  yet  three  (hips  of  the  line  remain¬ 
ed  with  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Hood  remon-* 
ftrated  in  vain  againfl;  the  ftation  which  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  keep,  as  fuch  in  which  he  could  not  pre¬ 
vent  the  junction  of  the  French  fhipsin  the  harbour 
of  Martinique  with  the  fleet  from  Europe.  The 
event  proved  his  fuggeftion  to  have  been  judicious, 
although  flighted  by  his  fuperior  officer :  the  French 
became  ftronger  by  five  fiiips  of  the  line.  He  fought 
them,  however,  with  this  odds,  and  kept  them  long 
at  bay.  Rodney  at  length,  took  the  command,  and 
having  now  colledted  his  whole  force,  after  fome 
time,  went  in  fearch  of  the  enemy,  who  had  alrea¬ 
dy  reduced  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  The  Britifli  fleet 
confifledof  twenty- one  Ibipsof  the  lincj  the  French 
of  twentj^-four.  A  glorious  opportunity  prefented 
of  deciding  this  long-protradfed  conteft.  The  two 
fleets  were  drawm  up  in  order  of  battle,  the  Bri- 
tifh  feamen  exulted  in  the  profpedf  of  aftion  :  they^ 
were  kept  all  night  under  arms%  but  the  next  day 
did  not  gratify  their  expectations.  The  French  were 
far  from  becoming  fo  confident  by  the  advantage 
which  their  fuperiority  of 'numbers  gave  them,  as  to 
feek  their  enemy,  and  the  Britifli  Admiral  was  induc¬ 
ed  to  reprefs  the  ardour  of  bis  men,  becaufe  there 
was  no  port  at  hand  to  afford  a  retreat  for  the  difabled 
fliips,  but  to  this  inconvenience  the  French  were 
equally  expofed.  After  this  parade  of  battle,  Sir 
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George  Rodney  returned  to  Europe  in  an  8ogun  fhip, 
at  a  time  when  the  caufe  of  his  country  demanded 
his  moft  ftrenuous  and  bold  exertions,  which  moft 
probably  would  have  prevented  the  cataftrophe  which 
followed  on  the  American  continent.-. 

Gen.  Arnold,  whofe  fignalintrepidity  and  enterprif- 
ing  fpirit  had  effected  every  thing  which  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  had  atchieved  in  offenfive  operations  againft  the 
Britifli  forc-es,  if  the  furprife  at  Trenton  be  excepted, 
abandoning  the  caufe  which  he  had  fo  powerfully 
fupported,  went  over  to  the  Britifh  army,  and  was 
appointed  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  Early, 
in  the  campaign  of  1781,  a  force  was  fentout  from 
New  York,  againft  the  trading  parts  of  Virginia, 
the  command  of  which  was  given  to  Major  General 
Philips,  fecond  to  whom  was  Arnold.  Soon  after  the 
arrival  of  thefe  troops  at  the  mouth  of  James  River, 
General  Philips  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  caufed 
his  death  ^  the  command  therefore  devolved  on  the 
American  Renegado.,  Vaft  quantities  of  tobacco 
were  deftroyed  at  Peterfburg,  together  with  barracks 
for  troops,  ftores  and  fhipping  in  that  vicinity.  In 
the  official  account  of  this  expedition,  no  mention  is 
made  of  burning  towns.  Earl  Cornwallis,  in  the 
mean  time,  with  the  foulhern  army,,  was  penetrat- 

heart  of  the  Province,  and  had  reached 
Halifax  Country,  having'gained  a  fignal vidtory over 
General  Greene  at  Guildford,  in  the  interior  part  of 
North  Carolina,  on  the  15th  of  March.  The  force 
under  Arnold  having  fully  accomplithed  the  deftruc- 
lion  of  everything  in  thofe  parts,  returned  to  New 
ork,  and  fhortly  after,  the  fame  General  paid  a  vi- 
lit  to  the  coaft  of  Connedicut,  the  Province  which 
gave  him  birth.  Here  he  deftroyed  fome  fhipping,  , 
together  with  confiderable  quantities  of  naval  ftores 
.^nd  Europeari  manufadures.  The  town  of  New 
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London,  fitualed  on  the  River  Thames,  poiTefling 
the  bell  port  arid  harbour  in  the  Colony,  was  reduce 
ed  to  afhes.  The  people  of  this  town  are*  faid  to 
have  been  the  inventers  of  the  pradlice  of  tarring  and 
feathering,  which  was  firft  ufed  as  a  punifhrherit  for 
herefy,  and  inflided  upon 'Quakers  and  Anabaptifts, 
commencenient  of  the  difpiite  with  Great 
Britain,  the  dppofers  of  the  popqlar  fentiment  re¬ 
ceived  the  farne  condemnation.  THe  deftrudtion  of 
this  town  cannot  be  palliated  as  ah  unavoidahje  eVerit*, 
fora  late  writer  has  told'us,  that  the  houfes  were  in- 
fulated,  at  the  diftance  of  three,  four,  or'five  yards, 
one  from  the  othef,  to  prevent  the' ravages  of  fire  f. 
The  Americans  foon  after  received  ample  conipenfa- 
tion  forthis  injury,  in  the  furrendef  of  Earl  Cornwal¬ 
lis  and  his  whole  army;  at  York-town  in  Virginia, 
on  the  19th  ofOdlober,  1781,  to  General  Wafhing- 
tbn,  at  the  head  of  an  army  compofed  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  French,  which  hfs  Lordfhip  ftatesto  confift 
,  of  16  ,000  men,  one  half  of  which  was 'Americans 
and  the  other  Frehch,  befides  which,  5000  militia 
vyere  affembled,  and  an  imriienfe  train  of  heavy  ar¬ 
tillery 'was  employed.  The  French,  by  their  fleet, 
being,  matters  of’  the  Chefapeak  Bay,  e&btually  cut 
off  all  relief  from  the  main  army  at  New- York,  ^nd 
Admiral  Di'gby,  with  a  reinforcement  of  fhips,  ar¬ 
rived  too  late  to  ftrerigthe'n  the  Britifh  fleet  under 
Admiral  Graves  t. 

*  See  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  letter,  dated ‘5'ept:.  12,  In  the 
London  Gazette  of  Tuefday,  Nov.  6^  1781. 
f  General  Hiftory  of  Conne^icut,  135- 
J  The  fource  of  this  misfortune  may  be  plainly  traced  to  the 
Dutch  war ;  for  had  the  fliips  which  were  employed  againft 
that  enemy,  been  fent  to  the  Well  Indies,  they  would  have 
given  fuch  a  decided  fuperiority  to  this  couhtry  at  fea,  that 
nothing  could  have  obftrufted  the  necelTary  relief  being  xOli- 
Teyed  'to  Cornwallis  from  New-York.  , 
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Such  a  fate  attending  a  gciieral,  whofe  whole  con- 
dud  throughout  the  wai‘  had  been  diniuguilTied  by 
having  taken  the  lead.in  every  adive  iervice;  and  in 
ihe  execution  of  which  he  had  proved  his  abilities  to 
be  equal  to  his  ardour,  excluded  the  laft  ray  of  hope 
from  a  wi  ttol  nation.  Defpair  of 'reducing  America 
ought  to  incline  us  to  turn  our  eyes  to  our  defperate 
fituation:  tofliew  theuuin  which  awaits  us  in  bank¬ 
rupt  fortune  and  exhaulled  ftrength,  if  we  continue 
the  conteil.  Let  us  then  at  lengthaim  at  conciliating 
the  atfedions  of  the  Americans,  and  invite  a  revival 
of  their  old  habits.  Let  the  long  fubfifting  private 
friendfhips  among  individuals  in  both  countries  the 
ties  of  kindred,  the  influence  of  religion,  manners 
and  language,  and  the  cement  of  comme’rcial  inter- 
courfe  once  more  be  rendered  operative  ;  and  fully 
to  efted  thefe  falutary  purpofes,  let  us  invoke  the 
hallowed  genius  of  a'Chatham,  who,  when  the  ebb 
of  life  was  haftening  out,  pronounced,  “if  any 
thing  can  pre.vent-the  consummation 
OF  PUBLIC  ruin,  ITCANONLY  BENEWCOUN- 

CILS  AND  new  counsellors;  A  SINCERE 

change,  from  a  SINCERE  CONVICTION  OP 
PAST  ERRORS*.” 

I 

*  Dr.  Addington’s  letter  to  Sir  James  Wright. 
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T.  lie  Amount  and  Application  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  from  the 

Year  1774  to  1 78 1 ,  hoih  inclufive. 

[See  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  firh  five  Years  of  Lord  North’s 

iViiniftry  hated,  page  i6S.] 

Charged  on  the  finking  fund  for  the  .  . 

fervice  of  the  year  1774  -  -  -  2,080,696 

Balanceto  Jan,  5,  1775  -  .  ^^239-  a: 

The  quarter  ending  5th  of  April  884,447.  ' 


Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1775 
Balance  Jan.  5,  1776 
Quarter,  ending  5th  of  April 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1776 
Balance  Jan.  5,  ~ 

Quarter,  ending  5  th  of  April 

-  f 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1777 
Balance  Jan.  5j  1777  — 

Produce  to  5th  of  April 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1778' 
Balance  Jan.  5,  1778 
Balance  5  th  of  April  - - 

4 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  i  779 
Balance  Jan.  5,  1780 
Balance  5th  of  April 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1780 
Balance  Jan.  5,  1781 
Quarter,  ending  5th  of  April 

Charged  for  the  fervice  of  1781 


2', 976, 382 

-  I  >904.3 '3 

1 7,869 
962,571 


2,884.733 

-  1,837,428 

295.832  .. 

-  760,363 


2,893',623 

1,939,636 
-000 
'  -  '  jo^,yoo 

*- - — .  ' 

•—  2,296,209  '  ' ' " 

000 

c  j.  o  o  !  ' 


2,296,209 

-  2,071,854 
“  o  o  o 
650,458 


2,722,312 

-  1,849,542 

288,347  ^ 

:  -  757>oS7 


2,894,976 

-  1,854,566 

Sums 
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Slims  voted  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy,  from  Jan.  i  2,  1771, 
when  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  became  Marine  Miniller,  to  the 

End  of  the  Year  1781. 


For  the  year  1771 

1772 

1773 

1774 
•1775 

1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780 

1781 


—  3,082,499 

—  2,070,664 

—  1,88^,573 

—  2,104,917 

—  1,934,866 
3,699,886 

— \  4,210,305 

—  5,001,895 

—  4,589,069 

—  7,003,284 

—  7,236,277 


42,819,235 


Befides  which,  the  Navy  Debt  exceeds  fix  Millions. 


r 


Funded  Debt,  created  from  January  1776  to  the  End  of  1781. 

Intel  e(l  paid  Computed  pro- 

{^hereon  duce  of  Taxes. 


For  the 

fervice  of 

!■  2,000,000 

64,000 

the  vear  1 77^ 

Ditto 

-  1777 

5,000,000 

225,000 

Ditto 

-  1778 

6,000,000 

330,000 

Ditto 

-  1779 

7,000,000 

472,500 

Ditto 

-  1780 

1 2,000,000 

696,1 50 

Ditto 

1781 

21,000,000 

660,000 

73,000 

242,000 
336,000 
478,000 
701,616  1 

704,000 


53  ,000,000 


2,447,650 


The  taxes  have  fallen  fo  much  fliort  of  their  computed 
value,  that  they  do  not  pay  the  intereh  upon  the  annuities  by 
ynore  than  half  a  million. 
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